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Online Coverage Analysis 
Sub-Saharan Africa 

June 2017 – December 2019 
2017  
 

 Number of Online Articles Readership Estimated Coverage Views Social Shares 
January     
February     
March     
April     
May     
June 12 35,100,000 114,000 131 
July - - - - 
August - - - - 
September - - - - 
October 6 2,850,000 17,600 28 
November 7 1,420,000 12,300 8 
December 1 748,000 3,260 1 
TOTAL 26  147,160 168 

 
2018 

 Number of Online Articles Readership Estimated Coverage Views Social Shares 
January - - - - 
February 12 6,620,000 37,400 146 
March 3 14,000,000 31,800 36 
April - - - - 
May 4 4,560 288 - 
June 2 5,590 723 - 
July 38 77,100,000 235,000 1,400 
August 4 2,870,000 11,700 71 
September 2 2,650,000 16,700 1,050 
October 17 15,600,000 38,300 44 
November 4 9,440,000 32,000 70 
December 2 28,400 448  
TOTAL 88  404,359 2,817 

 
2019 

 Number of Online Articles Readership Estimated Coverage Views Social Shares 
January 8 58,500 1,120 1 
February 20 48,800,000 129,000 1,120 
March 8 2,410,000 13,900 12 
April 41 17,200,000 205,000 1,500 
May 5 3,720,000 16,900 41 
June 38 20,800,000 186,000 4,470 
July 15 19,900,000 65,300 455 
August 3 639,000 3,210 16 
September 4 2,840,000 16,400 65 
October 16 94,000,000 63,400 1,510 
November 25 35,800,000 137,000 2,640 
December 10 6,910,000 33,000 65 
TOTAL 193  870,230 11,895 
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Data collected from coveragebook.com 
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Media Report – January  2019

Upcoming Media Opportunities: 

1. Air Mauritius Delivery of A330neo (Q1 2019)
2. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement(Q1 2019)
3. Africa Aviation conference – Rwanda 27th-28th February
4. AFRAA Stakeholders convention (Q2 2019)

Rolls-Royce Coverage 
Contents: 

1. ACCEL – All electric aircraft
2. A330 neo & Trent 7000 EIS
3. Rolls-Royce selects SITAONAIR

1. ACCEL -  – All electric aircraft

Rolls-Royce Is Building The World’s Fastest All-Electric Aircraft 

Rolls-Royce is leading a research project known as Accelerating the Electrification of Flight 
(ACCEL) to explore the use of a high power electrical system in a demonstrator aircraft. The 
zero-emissions plane which is expected to make a run for the record books with a target 
speed of 300+ MPH (480+ KMH) with a range of over 200miles: (London to Paris, Nairobi to 
Mombasa or Johannesburg to Durban). Accelerating the Electrification of Flight is currently 
being engineered inside a bustling hangar bay at the far end of Gloucestershire airport in 
South West England, by a team of British engineers, designers, and data specialists 

“This plane will be powered by a state-of-the-art 
electrical system and the most powerful battery ever 
built for flight. In the year ahead, we’re going to 
demonstrate its abilities in demanding test 
environments before going for gold in 2020 from a 
landing strip on the Welsh coastline,” says Matheu Parr, 
ACCEL Project Manager for Rolls-Royce. 
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Rolls-Royce and its partners, ElectroFlight and 
YASA, intend the single-passenger aircraft to 
break a series of speed, performance, and 
development records. ACCEL’s overarching 
mission is to develop the requisite technology 
and supply chain knowledge to spur 
development of future aircraft concepts. An 
advanced cooling system can withstand the 
extreme temperatures and high-current 

demands during flight. The propeller is driven by three high power density electric motors 
designed and manufactured by YASA in the UK. The propeller blades spin at a far lower RPM 
to deliver a much more stable and far quieter ride. 
 
Rolls-Royce will make history when this first fully electric aircraft with a wingspan of 24ft 
takes to the skies in 2020 after 24 months of development. 
 
https://opulentclub.com/2019/01/08/rolls-royce-is-building-the-worlds-fastest-all-electric-
aircraft/  
 
 
 

 
 
Rolls-Royce plans to launch all-electric aircraft in 2020 
 

Power systems provider Rolls-Royce 
is leading a highly specialised 
challenge of building the world’s 
fastest all-electric aircraft, which is 
planned to take flight in 2020 on the 
Welsh coastline. 
 
The zero-emissions plane is expected 
to travel at a target speed of more 
than 300 miles per hour (mph), or 
more than 480 km/h, for more than 

200 miles – for example, London to Paris, Nairobi to Mombasa, or Johannesburg to Durban. 
 
The aircraft will consist of three lightweight electric motors, generating 750 kW. 

https://opulentclub.com/2019/01/08/rolls-royce-is-building-the-worlds-fastest-all-electric-aircraft/
https://opulentclub.com/2019/01/08/rolls-royce-is-building-the-worlds-fastest-all-electric-aircraft/
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Rolls-Royce, in partnership with ElectroFlight and YASA, has already started on the 
development of the single-passenger, 24 ft wingspan aircraft, which has a total anticipated 
development time of 24 months up to 2020. 

The Acceleration of Flight initiative, which the aircraft forms part of, is the company’s bid to 
build, test and commercialise a specially designed aircraft powered entirely by megawatts. 

The aircraft will be subject to test environments this year, before going for gold in 2020 to 
break the current speed record for an all-electric plane, which was set by Siemens in 2017 at 
210 mph.   

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-plans-to-launch-all-electric-aircraft-in-
2020-2019-01-08  

Rolls-Royce to launch electric aircraft by 2020 

Jan 09, 2019: Rolls-Royce and its partners are seeking 
to develop a high-speed electric aircraft under the 
government-funded Accelerating the Electrification of 
Flight (ACCEL) programme. 

The first flight, which is targeted for 2020 is capable 
of flying at a speed in excess of 300mph (480km/h). 

The project is a part of ACCEL, which is partly funded by the UK government and involves 
several partners including electric motor and controller manufacturer YASA and the aviation 
start-up Electroflight. 

According to Rolls-Royce, the aircraft will feature the most energy-dense battery pack ever 
assembled for an aircraft, providing enough power to fly 200 miles (London to Paris) on a 
single charge. Its 6,000 cells will be packaged for maximum lightness and thermal protection. 
An advanced cooling system can withstand the extreme temperatures and high-current 
demands during flight. 

The propeller is driven by three high power density electric motors designed and 
manufactured by YASA in the UK. Compared to a conventional plane, the propeller blades 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-plans-to-launch-all-electric-aircraft-in-2020-2019-01-08
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-plans-to-launch-all-electric-aircraft-in-2020-2019-01-08
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spin at a far lower RPM to deliver a more stable and quieter ride. Combined, they will be 
designed to continuously deliver more than 500 horsepower. 

The all-electric powertrain will be designed to run at 750 volts, delivering 90 percent energy 
efficiency with zero emissions. Sensors will collect in-flight information each second across 
more than 20,000 points on the powertrain, measuring battery voltage, temperature and 
general performance metrics. 

Rolls-Royce is already exploring hybrid-electric propulsion using a gas turbine engine as a 
generator to power an electric fan for regional commercial aircraft through the E-Fan X, a 
hybrid-electric flight demonstrator programme with Airbus and Siemens, announced in 
November 2017. 

https://www.logupdateafrica.com/rollsroyce-to-launch-electric-aircraft-by-2020-aviation 

Rolls-Royce To Manufacture All-Electric Aircraft 
 January 8, 2019 

Rolls-Royce is leading a highly specialised challenge to build the world’s fastest all-electric 
aircraft. This zero-emissions plane is expected to make a run for the record books with a 
target speed of 300+ MPH (480+ KMH), with a range of over 200 miles : (London to Paris, 
Nairobi to Mombasa or Johannesburg to Durban) 

Rolls-Royce will make history when this first fully electric aircraft with a wingspan of 24ft 
takes to the skies in 2020 after 24 months of development.  It has the most powerful battery 
ever flown.  Three lightweight e-motors.  Generating 750kW, enough power to fuel 250 
homes, and 1,000 horsepower which is roughly the equivalent of a F1 race car (but without 
the emissions). 

As part of Rolls-Royce’s strategy to champion electrification, the “Accelerating the 
Electrifcation of Flight” project ACCEL is Rolls-Royce’s initiative to build, test, and 
commercialise a specially designed aircraft powered entirely by megawatts.     

Rolls-Royce and its partners, ElectroFlight and YASA, intend the single-passenger aircraft to 
break a series of speed, performance, and development records. ACCEL’s overarching 
mission is to develop the requisite technology and supply chain knowledge to spur 
development of future aircraft concepts.  

https://www.logupdateafrica.com/rollsroyce-to-launch-electric-aircraft-by-2020-aviation
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“ACCEL is nothing less than a revolutionary step change in aviation,” says Matheu Parr, 
manager of the ACCEL project for Rolls-Royce. “This plane will be powered by a state-of-the-
art electrical system and the most powerful battery ever built for flight. In the year ahead, 
we’re going to demonstrate its abilities in demanding test environments before going for 
gold in 2020 from a landing strip on the Welsh coastline.” 

https://aviationbusinessjournal.aero/2019/01/08/rolls-royce-manufactures-all-electric-
aircraft/  

Rolls-Royce to build all-electric aircraft 
8 January 2019 · 
Rolls-Royce has taken on the challenge to build the world’s fastest all-electric aircraft. 

This zero-emissions plane is expected to make a run for the record books with a target speed 
of 300+ MPH (480+ KMH), with a range of over 200miles : (London to Paris, Nairobi to 
Mombasa or Johannesburg to Durban) 

It has the most powerful battery ever flown.  Three lightweight e-motors.  Generating 
750kW, enough power to fuel 250 homes, and 1,000 horsepower which is roughly the 
equivalent of a F1 race car (but without the emissions). 

Rolls-Royce will make history when this first fully electric aircraft with a wingspan of 24ft 
takes to the skies in 2020 after 24 months of development. 

As part of Rolls-Royce’s strategy to champion electrification, the “Accelerating the 
Electrifcation of Flight” project ACCEL is Rolls-Royce's initiative to build, test, and 
commercialise a specially designed aircraft powered entirely by megawatts.    

Rolls-Royce and its partners, ElectroFlight and YASA, intend the single-passenger aircraft to 
break a series of speed, performance, and development records. ACCEL’s overarching 
mission is to develop the requisite technology and supply chain knowledge to spur 
development of future aircraft concepts.  

“ACCEL is nothing less than a revolutionary step change in aviation,” said Matheu Parr, 
manager of the ACCEL project for Rolls-Royce. “This plane will be powered by a state-of-the-
art electrical system and the most powerful battery ever built for flight. In the year ahead, 

https://aviationbusinessjournal.aero/2019/01/08/rolls-royce-manufactures-all-electric-aircraft/
https://aviationbusinessjournal.aero/2019/01/08/rolls-royce-manufactures-all-electric-aircraft/
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we’re going to demonstrate its abilities in demanding test environments before going for 
gold in 2020 from a landing strip on the Welsh coastline.” 

The current record for an all-electric plane, set by Siemens in 2017, is 210 mph. 
To break the record Rolls-Royce will require overcoming a series of unique challenges. They’ll 
need to build an immense battery that’s powerful enough to beat a series of speed and 
performance records, light enough to fly, and stable enough not to overheat. 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-to-build-all-electric-aircraft.html 

2. A330neo  & Trent 7000 EIS

Air Senegal launches its Paris-Dakar route 
Posted 30 January 2019 · 

The Senegalese national airline is preparing to launch this Friday, February 1st, its first long-
haul route between Paris and Dakar but without its new A330neo. 

Air Senegal had to revise its plan a few days back just before the inauguration of its first long-
haul flight between Paris and Dakar. The Senegalese company was expected to take delivery 
of its first A330neo on January 31 in Toulouse to make its inaugural flight to Dakar. But, 
Airbus and Rolls Royce are encountering some delivery delays. 

According to Air Senegal, "there is no contractual delay for the delivery of the aircraft with 
Airbus". But Rolls Royce seems to be facing a ramp-up in the production rate of its Trent 7000 
engine. This situation is impacting the A330neo delivery schedules. It has led to a shift in the 
availability and commercial commissioning of the Air Senegal A330neo. The Senegalese 
airline could nevertheless undergo its first flight test this Tuesday, January 29, 2019. The 
aircraft is in its final testing process. 

The company is doing its utmost to ensure the first Paris-Dakar long-haul flight on February 1, 
2019. The Senegalese airline will operate this route with an A340 leased from Hi-Fly. The 
aircraft has already been operated by Emirates and recently leased by Air France and Corsair 
on the Senegal destination. The aircraft will operate this route until the delivery of the 
A330neo most probably during the second half of February. 
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Air Mauritius is also facing delays. The Mauritian company was supposed to take delivery of 2 
A330neo (the first in Africa) in October and November 2018. According to latest news, the 
first delivery is now scheduled in February. 
 
(PLEASE NOTE THAT WE HAVE COMMUNICATED WITH THE PUBLICATION – TO ADDRESS THE  
IN-ACCURACIES ) 
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Air Senegal’s First Trent 7000 Powered A330neo Aircraft Touches 
Down in Dakar 

Dakar, Senegal, January 31, 2019//-Rolls-
Royce today joined delegates from the 
Government of Sénégal and Airbus at a 
ceremony celebrating Air Sénégal’s first 
Trent 7000 powered A330neo aircraft. 

Macky Sall, President of the Republic of Sénégal, led 
the celebration and welcomed Air Sénégal’s first 
wide body aircraft at Blaise-Diagne International 
Airport, Dakar. 

The Trent 7000 entered service in November 2018. 
It is the seventh member of the Rolls-Royce Trent 
family, and the exclusive engine for the new Airbus 
A330neo. 

The engine draws on more than 50 million hours of 
flying experience from the Trent 700, which currently powers more than 800 A330s flying with 
83 operators worldwide. 

The 68-72,000lb thrust Trent 7000 delivers a step change in performance as well as economics 
compared to the Trent 700. The Trent 7000 improves specific fuel consumption by 10%, and is 
significantly quieter than its predecessor. 

At the ceremony, Rolls-Royce signed a contract to provide its flagship TotalCare® support 
service to Air Sénégal. The contract covers long-term engine maintenance services throughout 
the operation of the engine with Air Sénégal, the provision of spare engines, and the supply of 
parts. 

https://i1.wp.com/africaneyereport.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/edited.jpg?ssl=1
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This agreement will secure the cost of operating and maintaining Air Sénégal’s Trent 7000 
engines, as well as providing advanced engine health monitoring. 

Philippe Bohn, CEO Air Sénégal said: “Today is an exciting day as we welcome the new addition 
to our growing fleet, this fantastic Airbus A330-900. 

With this aircraft and the Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines, Air Sénégal will have the right 
equipment to pursue its strategy of sustainable growth to serve its customers and support 
Sénégal’s ambitions to improve connectivity with Europe, Africa and the rest of the world.” 

Kevin Evans, Rolls-Royce, Vice President – Customers, said, “Welcome to Air Sénégal, who join 
the growing family of operators of Rolls-Royce powered aircraft in Africa. 

This magnificent aircraft, with its technologically advanced and fuel efficient Trent 7000 engines, 
will enable Air Sénégal to achieve its vision of delivering a first class service to its customers.” 

Air Senegal Clarifies Deployment Plan For First Airbus 
A330neo 

Air Senegal's first wide-body, an Airbus A330-900neo (registration 9H-SZN), takes off from Toulouse Airport in 

France on January 29th, 2019 for the first of several test flights.AIRBUS 
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The first Airbus A330neo to be based in Africa will touch down in Dakar, Senegal 
on January 31st as originally planned, but the aircraft is not ready for passenger 
service and will need to return to France for further flight testing. 

A source at Air Senegal confirmed that the plane will be formally presented to 
Senegalese President Macky Sall at Dakar’s Blaise Diagne International Airport on 
Thursday. 

Airbus pilots will be at the controls of the new jet, which today conducted the first 
of a “series” of test flights over the Atlantic Ocean. The source described the tests 
as “routine” and dismissed claims in some media outlets that there have been 
problems with the airline’s Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines. 

Government-owned Air Senegal had hoped to induct the long-haul aircraft 
immediately after the presidential ceremony, earmarking it for a new daily service 
from Dakar to Paris. Instead, passengers will travel on an Airbus A340 
(registration 9H-SUN) operated by Hi Fly Malta, a wet-lease operator, when the 
route launches on February 1st. 

“We are supporting Air Senegal with … an A340 for the month of February,” Hi 
Fly chief executive Paulo Mirpuri confirmed in a phone interview today. He said 
the A340 will be available “until they receive the [A330neo] aircraft” and that it 
will fly in its existing plain-white color scheme 

9H-SUN was relocated from Beja, Hi Fly’s Portuguese home base, to Brussels on 
January 25th. It is expected to fly south to Dakar imminently. 

The Senegalese source could not give a precise date for the delivery of the 
A330neo, saying Airbus will make the final decision and that the “second half of 
February” now looks likely. They stressed the importance of proper safety tests for 
all commercial aircraft and noted that small delays are common when inducting 
brand new aircraft types. 

Air Senegal will become only the second operator in the world of the A330neo – 
an upgraded version of Airbus’s best-selling wide-body model. TAP Portugal 
became launch customer for the type in November. 

The West African airline took to the skies last year in what amounted to Senegal’s 
third attempt at running a national flag-carrier. It is headed by former Airbus 
executive Philippe Bohn and has plans to make Dakar the largest aviation hub in 
the sub-region. 
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3. Rolls-Royce Selects SITAONAIR

Rolls-Royce selects ‘game-changing’ SITAONAIR 
15 January 2019 ·  

Rolls-Royce is the launch customer for SITAONAIR’s e-Aircraft DataHub – a new neutral aircraft data 
management service designed to bring significant, distinct benefits to airlines and original equipment 
manufacturers (OEMs). 

SITAONAIR said: “Today, harnessing aviation data represents the key to unlocking the untapped 
potential of modern aircraft. It is crucial to everything from minimising airline maintenance costs and 
maximising aircraft availability, to empowering manufacturers and maintenance, repair and overhaul 
(MRO) teams to be at their most effective. However, several hurdles have hampered progress – 
including airlines’ reluctance to permit OEMs access to sensitive data, and the complexity of achieving 
timely and tailored secure data transfer and distribution to relevant parties.” 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-selects-game-changing-sitaonair.html 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-selects-game-changing-sitaonair.html
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Media Report – February 2019 

Upcoming Media Opportunities: 
1. Air Mauritius delivery of A330neo (Q1 2019)
2. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement(Q1 2019)
3. MRO event Johannesburg (Q2 2019)
4. AFRAA Stakeholders convention (Q2 2019)

Rolls-Royce Coverage 
Contents: 

1. Air Senegal EIS A330neo
2. Air Mauritius A330neo expected EIS and engine test
3. A380, A330neo & A350 Emirates Announcement
4. Rolls-Royce Full Year Financial Results
5. UltraFan
6. SITAONAIR
7. Electrification of Flight – OPED co-written by LCH

1. Air Senegal EIS A330neo

Air Senegal’s first A330neo arrives 
in Dakar ahead of delivery 

Posted 1 February 2019 

Air Senegal’s first A330neo has touched down at 
Blaise-Diagne International Airport in Dakar. The 
A330neo, painted in the livery of Air Senegal and 
named “Casamance”, was presented during a 
ceremony attended by His Excellency Macky Sall, 
President of the Republic of Senegal and Philippe 
Bohn, chief executive officer Air Senegal. 

Air Senegal, which started operations in 2018, will 
receive its first A330neo in the coming weeks 
making it the first African airline to receive and 
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operate the newest member of the leading Airbus wide-body family. 
 
Fitted with a three-class cabin comprising 32 Business class, 21 Premium Plus and 237 
Economy class seats, Air Senegal plans to operate its first A330neo on the soon to be opened 
Dakar-Paris route and develop its medium and long-haul network. 
 
The A330neo incorporates highly efficient new generation Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines, 
and a new greater span 3D optimised wing with new sharklets. Together, these advances 
bring a significant reduction in fuel consumption of 25% compared with older generation 
competitor aircraft of a similar size.  
Rolls-Royce joined delegates from the government of Sénégal and Airbus at the ceremony 
celebrating the arrival 
 
The Trent 7000 entered service in November 2018. It is the seventh member of the Rolls-
Royce Trent family, and the exclusive engine for the new Airbus A330neo. The engine draws 
on more than 50 million hours of flying experience from the Trent 700, which currently 
powers more than 800 A330s flying with 83 operators worldwide. The 68-72,000lb thrust 
Trent 7000 delivers a step change in performance as well as economics compared to the 
Trent 700. The Trent 7000 improves specific fuel consumption by 10%, and is significantly 
quieter than its predecessor.  
 
At the ceremony, Rolls-Royce signed a contract to provide its flagship TotalCare support 
service to Air Sénégal. The contract covers long-term engine maintenance services 
throughout the operation of the engine with Air Sénégal, the provision of spare engines, and 
the supply of parts.  This secures the cost of operating and maintaining Air Sénégal’s Trent 
7000 engines, as well as providing advanced engine health monitoring.  
 
Philippe Bohn, CEO Air Sénégal said: “This is an exciting day as we welcome the new addition 
to our growing fleet, this fantastic Airbus A330-900. With this aircraft and the Rolls-Royce 
Trent 7000 engines, Air Sénégal will have the right equipment to pursue its strategy of 
sustainable growth to serve its customers and support Sénégal's ambitions to improve 
connectivity with Europe, Africa and the rest of the world.”  
 
Kevin Evans, Rolls-Royce, vice president – customers, said: “Welcome to Air Sénégal, who join 
the growing family of operators of Rolls-Royce powered aircraft in Africa. This magnificent 
aircraft, with its technologically advanced and fuel efficient Trent 7000 engines, will enable 
Air Sénégal to achieve its vision of delivering a first class service to its customers.” 
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Air Senegal A330neo pays 
visit to future home 

01 February, 2019 
Air Senegal’s first Airbus A330-900 has 
returned to Toulouse following a brief 
stopover in the African state ahead of the 
aircraft’s delivery. 

The Rolls-Royce Trent 7000-powered 
aircraft, MSN1910, was flown from 
Toulouse to Dakar on 31 January, a 

route of some 2,000nm, as part of a ceremonial event attended by Senegalese president Macky 
Sall. 

It has been configured with a 290-seat interior in three cabins featuring 32 business-class, 21 
premium-economy, and 237 economy-class seats. 

Airbus says the airline will take delivery of the A330neo “in the coming weeks” and that it will 
deploy the jet on the Dakar-Paris route. 
https://www.flightglobal.com/news/articles/picture-air-senegal-a330neo-pays-visit-to-
future-ho-455473/   

Air Senegal's first A330neo arrives in Dakar 
Feb 1, 2019: Air Senegal, the Dakar-based airline that started operations in 2018, recently saw its 
first A330neo touch down at Blaise-Diagne International Airport. 

The aircraft painted in the livery of Air Senegal and named "Casamance," was presented during a 
ceremony attended by Macky Sall, president of the Republic of Senegal, and Philippe Bohn, chief 
executive officer, Air Senegal. 

With this, Air Senegal becomes the first African airline to receive and operate the newest member of 
the leading Airbus widebody family. Air Senegal plans to operate its first A330neo on the soon to be 
opened Dakar-Paris route and develop its medium and long-haul network. 

https://www.flightglobal.com/news/articles/picture-air-senegal-a330neo-pays-visit-to-future-ho-455473/
https://www.flightglobal.com/news/articles/picture-air-senegal-a330neo-pays-visit-to-future-ho-455473/
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Air Senegal's A330neo which is a new generation aircraft is fitted with a three-class cabin comprising 
32 Business class, 21 Premium Plus and 237 Economy class seats. 

It incorporates highly efficient new generation Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines, and a new greater 
span 3D optimised wing with new Sharklets. 

https://www.stattimes.com/air-senegals-first-a330neo-arrives-in-dakar-aviation 
 

 
 
Air Senegal's first A330neo lands in Dakar 
 
February 4, 2019: Air Senegal, the Dakar-based airline that started operations in 2018, recently saw its 
first A330neo touch down at Blaise-Diagne International Airport. 
The aircraft painted in the livery of Air Senegal and named "Casamance," was presented during a 
ceremony attended by Macky Sall, president of the Republic of Senegal, and Philippe Bohn, chief 
executive officer, Air Senegal. 
 
With this, Air Senegal becomes the first African airline to receive and operate the newest member of 
the leading Airbus widebody family. Air Senegal plans to operate its first A330neo on the soon to be 
opened Dakar-Paris route and develop its medium and long-haul network. 
Air Senegal's A330neo which is a new generation aircraft is fitted with a three-class cabin comprising 
32 Business class, 21 Premium Plus and 237 Economy class seats. 
 
It incorporates highly efficient new generation Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines, and a new greater 
span 3D optimised wing with new Sharklets. 
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/air-senegals-first-a330neo-lands-in-dakar-aviation  
 
 

 

Air Senegal’s first A330neo arrives in 
Dakar ahead of delivery  
Source: Ghana | Myjoyonline  
Date: 03-02-2019  
 
Air Senegal’s first A330neo has touched down at Blaise-Diagne International Airport in Dakar. 
The A330neo, painted in the livery of Air Senegal and named “Casamance”, was presented 
during a ceremony attended by His Excellency M. Macky Sall, President of the Republic of 
Senegal, Mr. Philippe Bohn, Chief Executive Officer Air Senegal. 
 

https://www.stattimes.com/air-senegals-first-a330neo-arrives-in-dakar-aviation
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/air-senegals-first-a330neo-lands-in-dakar-aviation
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Air Senegal, which started operations in 2018, is set to receive its first A330neo in the coming 
weeks making it the first African airline to receive and operate the newest member of the 
leading Airbus wide-body family. Fitted with a three-class cabin comprising 32 Business class, 
21 Premium Plus and 237 Economy class seats, Air Senegal plans to operate its first A330neo 
on the soon to be opened Dakar-Paris route and develop its medium and long-haul network. 
 

The A330neo is a true new generation 
aircraft building on the A330’s success 
and leveraging on A350 XWB technology. 
It incorporates highly efficient new 
generation Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 
engines, and a new greater span 3D 
optimised wing with new sharklets. 
Together, these advances bring a 
significant reduction in fuel consumption 
of 25 percent compared with older 
generation competitor aircraft of a similar 

size. The A330 is one of the most popular wide-body families ever, having received over 
1,700 orders from 120 customers. 
 
 
 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE COVERAGE: 
 
TUNISIAN FRENCH: 

1. https://www.tuitec.com/premier-a330neo-dair-senegal-arrive-a-dakar-livraison/  
 
ITALIAN:  

1. https://www.agenzianova.com/a/0/2290252/2019-02-01/trasporto-aereo-air-
senegal-riceve-a-dakar-primo-airbus-a330-neo-2  

2. https://www.ilmessaggero.it/economia/news/air_senegal_primo_a330neo_a_dakar-
4272793.html  

3. https://www.trasporti-italia.com/industria/il-primo-airbus-a330neo-di-air-senegal-
arrivato-a-dakar-per-la-consegna/37084  

4. https://quifinanza.it/finanza/air-senegal-primo-a330neo-a-dakar/253743/  
 
POLISH: 

1. https://www.pasazer.com/news/40747/air,senegal,odebral,pierwszego,a330neo.html  
  

https://www.tuitec.com/premier-a330neo-dair-senegal-arrive-a-dakar-livraison/
https://www.agenzianova.com/a/0/2290252/2019-02-01/trasporto-aereo-air-senegal-riceve-a-dakar-primo-airbus-a330-neo-2
https://www.agenzianova.com/a/0/2290252/2019-02-01/trasporto-aereo-air-senegal-riceve-a-dakar-primo-airbus-a330-neo-2
https://www.ilmessaggero.it/economia/news/air_senegal_primo_a330neo_a_dakar-4272793.html
https://www.ilmessaggero.it/economia/news/air_senegal_primo_a330neo_a_dakar-4272793.html
https://www.trasporti-italia.com/industria/il-primo-airbus-a330neo-di-air-senegal-arrivato-a-dakar-per-la-consegna/37084
https://www.trasporti-italia.com/industria/il-primo-airbus-a330neo-di-air-senegal-arrivato-a-dakar-per-la-consegna/37084
https://quifinanza.it/finanza/air-senegal-primo-a330neo-a-dakar/253743/
https://www.pasazer.com/news/40747/air,senegal,odebral,pierwszego,a330neo.html


 

6 | 
 

2. Air Mauritius A330neo engine test 
 

 
 
Premiers vols: A330neo d’Air Mauritius 
 
Extracted and translated: 
   “The Mauritian company based at the Port Louis Sir Seewoosagur Ramgoolam airport was 
able to attend the inaugural flight of the first of its two future A330-900 aircraft (MSN1884 
soon to be registered 3B-NBU) on 16 February, after lighting Tuesday. Rolls Royce Trent 
7000.  
 
Called "Aapravasi Ghat", the first of two aircraft leased from Air Lease Corp. (ALC) will be 
configured to accommodate 28 passengers in Business Class and 298 in Economy. Its entry 
into service is scheduled for March 1 to Singapore and Kuala Lumpur (2 flights per week), 
Perth on March 2 (2), Mumbai on March 3 (1) and Hong Kong on March 7 (1). The Air 
Mauritius A330neo should also land on 25 March in Reunion according to Airlineroute, and 
allow him to add a second weekly rotation to Geneva in the fall. 
 
French:  https://www.air-journal.fr/2019-02-18-premiers-vols-a330neo-dair-mauritius-a380-
bleu-dana-video-5210488.html  
 

 
 

Air Mauritius : La livraison d’Aapravasi Ghat 
prévu pour fin février 
February 7, 2019  

TRANSLATED: “After many months of 
delay, Air Mauritius will take delivery of 
Apravasi Ghat, its brand new A330-
900Neo at the end of February in 
Toulouse. The national airline was 
scheduled to take delivery of the two 
A330-900Neo, Aapravasi Ghat and 
Chagos Archipelago, by the end of 
2018. However, due to a problem, 
delivery could not be completed. 

https://www.air-journal.fr/2019-02-18-premiers-vols-a330neo-dair-mauritius-a380-bleu-dana-video-5210488.html
https://www.air-journal.fr/2019-02-18-premiers-vols-a330neo-dair-mauritius-a380-bleu-dana-video-5210488.html
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Note that it is not only Air Mauritius that has suffered the consequences of this delay, but 
also some other airlines. In October 2018, the Rolls-Royce group announced that there were 
delays in the delivery of Trent 7000 engines to be installed on the A330neo. Rolls Royce had 
confirmed that it would deliver less than Trent 7000 than expected. 

Note that the Airbus A330neo includes two versions, the A330-800neo and the A330-900neo. 
The A330neo family stands on four pillars - comfort, ambiance, service and design.” 

https://www.inside.news/air-mauritius-la-livraison-dapravasi-ghat-prevu-pour-fin-fevrier/ 

3. A380, A350 & A330neo  Emirates Announcement

Rolls-Royce Welcomes Emirates Agreement
21ST FEBRUARY 2019 

Rolls-Royce has secured an order for Trent 7000 engines to power 40 Airbus A330neo aircraft 
from Emirates. The order includes Rolls-Royce’s flagship TotalCare® long term service 
support. Emirates has also ordered 30 Airbus A350 aircraft, powered by the Trent XWB, also 
to be covered by TotalCare. Both engine types are the sole powerplant for their respective 
aircraft. 

Under an agreement reached with Emirates, we will also provide Trent 900 engines for a 
further 14 Airbus A380s, taking the total Emirates A380 fleet powered by Trent 900 engines 
to 33 aircraft. This agreement supersedes previous deals with Emirates for a total of 52 A380 
aircraft powered by the Trent 900. 

Chris Cholerton, Rolls-Royce, President – Civil Aerospace, said: “We welcome the news that 
Emirates is further extending its relationship with Airbus and Rolls-Royce. The addition of 
Airbus A330-900 and Airbus A350-900 aircraft to the Emirates fleet will make the airline one 
of the largest users of Trent engines in the world and we look forward to continuing to 
support them and their customers.” 

Rolls-Royce also notes the news that Airbus is to end A380 deliveries in 2021. We will provide 
engines for the 17 remaining Trent 900-powered Airbus A380s to be delivered to customers 
including Emirates and we will support the whole Trent 900 fleet in service throughout its 
lifetime. 

https://www.inside.news/air-mauritius-la-livraison-dapravasi-ghat-prevu-pour-fin-fevrier/
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Chris Cholerton added: “The A380 is a world class feat of engineering, much loved by 
passengers, and we are obviously saddened that deliveries will come to an end. We are very 
proud to have supported the aircraft with our Trent 900 engine. We look forward to 
supporting the fleet, as the A380 continues to delight travellers, for many years to come.” 
 
 

 
18/2/2019 

Adios A380: Biggest passenger plane of our times calls it a 
day 
 
European aerospace giant Airbus has said it would stop building its A380 superjumbo, the 
double-decker jet which earned plaudits from passengers but failed to win over enough 
airlines to justify its massive costs. 
 
The company announced on Thursday that it would stop deliveries of the superjumbo after 
just over a decade in operation, following a decision by the A380’s biggest customer, the 
Dubai-based carrier Emirates, to reduce its total orders by 39 planes. 
 
It marks a disappointing end to a bold bet on how millions of people would travel in the 
future, as airlines struggled to fill a plane capable of carrying anywhere from 500 to 850 
people. 
 
“Without Emirates, Airbus has no substantial order backlog and no basis to sustain A380 
production after 2021,” Guillaume Faure, who is taking over as Airbus CEO from Tom Enders 
this spring, said in a conference call with analysts. 
 
A sad ending 
Airbus chalked up 321 orders for the superjumbo, which has a list price of $446 million 
(Sh4.46 billion) — though the company often had to offer substantial discounts. 
 
Analysts had warned that Airbus wouldn’t start to recover the billions of euros in investment 
and production costs unless at least 400 planes were sold, and possibly up to 600. 
 
The programme’s future had been in doubt for years as Airbus slowed production, and the 
company acknowledged last year that the A380 would be scrapped if no new orders came in. 
 
It received a lifeline when Emirates ordered 36 more A380s, but on Thursday, Airbus said the 
airline had balked and would buy smaller A330 and A350 models instead. 
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After just 10 deliveries last year, Airbus will build eight this year, seven in 2020 and the final 
two in 2021. 

“The A380 is a world-class feat of engineering, much loved by passengers, and we are 
obviously saddened that deliveries will come to an end,” said Chris Cholerton, head of civil 
aerospace at Rolls-Royce, one of the A380’s engine suppliers. 

British Airways, which has 12 A380s, said the planes “are very popular with customers”, but it 
had no plans to buy new ones. 

Winding up the programme cut Airbus’s 2018 earnings by 463 million euros, but it still posted 
a 29 per cent surge in net profit to three billion euros. 

Investors appeared to welcome the results, pushing Airbus shares up more than four per cent 
in morning trading in Paris. 

The jobs of up to 3,500 A380 workers are at risk, but Airbus said that given its solid order 
book for other planes, it expects to move most of these employees to other projects. Rhys 
McCarthy of Britain's Unite union said it was “a sad day for Airbus's dedicated UK workforce”. 

“It is a much-loved aircraft manufactured by a highly skilled workforce,” he said, adding, the 
union was seeking urgent assurances that would be no job losses. 

Other challenges for the Airbus 
Airbus said it expects to deliver 880 to 890 planes this year after 800 last year, reflecting 
steady demand for the A320, the workhorse midsize jet for short and medium-range flights. 

It is also targeting more clients for its A350 long-haul jet, aimed at competing more directly 
with its US arch-rival Boeing. 

But the A380’s demise is a stark admission of defeat in the race against Boeing, which had 
pointedly dismissed Airbus’s bet that airlines wanted huge transporters serving a handful of 
global hubs. 

Airbus has faced scepticism over the plane’s prospects since the 1990s, when it began to 
envision a competitor to Boeing’s hugely successful 747. 

Initial orders however were solid, especially among Asian and Middle East airlines with 
extensive long-haul operations. 
And passengers raved at a noticeably quieter cabin with decent legroom even in economy 
class — most airlines configured the plane for 500 to 550 passengers, instead of the all-
economy potential for 850 seats. 
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But Airbus suffered a series of costly delays before the A380's first commercial flight by 
Singapore Airlines in 2007. 
 
Production problems, including extensive wiring issues, and cost overruns in the billions of 
euros continued to plague the project, forcing Airbus to report its first-ever annual loss for 
the 2006 financial year. 
 
Airbus stood by the A380 even after it was slammed by the global financial crisis of 2008, 
when airlines started having second thoughts about owning huge planes that were profitable 
only when filled to the brim. 
 
In 2006, the plane was at the centre of a suspected insider trading scandal, after top 
managers and key shareholders were accused of selling shares in Airbus’s parent company 
shortly before the superjumbo’s production problems were made public, though no one was 
ever convicted. 
 
Pledges to get the A380 programme back on track were unable to avoid further delays, even 
as a series of safety scares raised questions among potential clients, including long-targeted 
Chinese airlines.  
*** 
World-class aircraft aimed high, but never really hit commercial cruising speed 
Nearly 30 years ago, Airbus began charting a new course for air travel with a mammoth jet 
that would shuttle hundreds of people to far-flung cities worldwide, but harsh economic 
realities eventually got the better of the A380 superjumbo. 
 
After the plane’s launch just over 11 years ago, the final two A380s will be delivered in 2021, 
Airbus said Thursday, marking the end of an ambitious, but ultimately misguided bet. 
 
“The A380 was a strategic feat, which put Airbus on equal footing with Boeing, by dethroning 
the 747,” said Sebastian Maire, an aviation expert at the consulting firm Kea & Partners. 
 
But from the start, the huge double-decker struggled to get off the ground, causing 
headaches for executives as they tried to convince airlines to take a punt on how to move 
millions of passengers in the future. 
 
The idea was to prepare for a surge in traffic as middle classes emerged in Asia and other 
developing regions, eager to join the growing ranks of business and leisure travellers as 
globalisation rippled across the globe. 
With the A380, airlines would cut fuel costs and pollution by moving more passengers via 
fewer planes between major airports, where smaller aircraft would then bring them to their 
final destinations. 
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But this “hub and spoke” model would require huge investments by both airlines and 
airports, which had to lengthen and widen runways and hangers to accommodate the huge 
wingspans. 
 
And, in the end, industry dynamics proved the opposite: airlines instead opted for more 
direct flights between more cities, using midsize planes like Boeing’s hugely popular 787 
Dreamliner. 
 
“In 2000, when we took the decision to launch the A380, we didn’t know what the market 
would look like 20 years later,” Airbus’s outgoing CEO Tom Enders told French daily Le Figaro 
in an interview Thursday. 
 
“It was a risky decision.” 
Few would have imagined how it would all end when heads of state and industry executives 
gathered in January 2005 at the Airbus headquarters in Toulouse, southwest France, to 
celebrate the plane’s first factory roll-out. 
 
The project dovetailed perfectly with the desire of European nations to build up their 
aerospace groups into a continental powerhouse, capable of taking on Boeing and other US 
rivals. 
 
Ex-president Jacques Chirac treated the leaders of Britain, Germany and Spain to lunch after 
the glitzy unveiling, lauded as proof of Airbus’s success. 
 
Huge sections of the A380 would be built at Airbus factories spread across Europe before 
being transported to Toulouse for final assembly. 
 
But the launch enthusiasm quickly faded as production snafus and missteps emerged, in part 
reflecting the difficulty in integrating national teams with different corporate cultures. 
 
Electrical wiring proved especially vexing, leading to problems that would cost billions of 
euros to fix and a series of delivery delays. 
 
Inaugural client, Singapore Airlines, had to wait an extra 18 months before finally launching 
the first commercial flight in October 2007. 
 
While passengers raved about the quiet and spacious cabins, production delays continued, 
heightening concerns that the plane would turn out to be a white elephant. Despite an initial 
burst of orders mainly from Middle East and Asian clients, most airlines balked at the A380, 
which could be profitable only if every seat was sold on every flight. 
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The global financial crisis of 2007-08 put paid to that strategy, and made other airlines wary 
of committing to the costly plane, which currently has a list price of 446 million euros (396 
million euros) a piece. 
 
Airbus managed to chalk up just over 320 orders for the A380, and had already slowed 
production in recent years before pulling the plug on Thursday. 
 
“Our customers love the aircraft. It’s very efficient in the way we operate and we are pleased 
with it,” Willie Walsh, head of British Airways and Iberia parent IAG, said earlier this month. 
 
But Walsh said the price tag was keeping him from adding to BA’s fleet of 12 superjumbos. 
 
“We have made it clear to Airbus that we might consider some additional aircraft, but it 
would only be at a price that we would find attractive,” he said. 
 
Boeing, by contrast, has seen its bet on the smaller, but more fuel efficient Dreamliner, 
garnering more than 1,100 orders since it entered service in 2011. 
 
At a conference call with Airbus management Thursday, few analysts dwelt on the A380’s 
failure, instead congratulating the company on the robust 29 per cent jump in 2018 profits. 
 
“We often praise the ability of new-economy companies, especially American ones, to quickly 
take decisions and experiment with new ideas,” an associate at the Boston Consulting Group, 
Philippe Plouvier, said. 
 
“It would be a mistake to criticise Airbus for exploring a new frontier in aerospace, and then 
decide to move on to something else,” he added. 
*** 
The Concorde blazed the trail of technical feats, commercial flops 
The scratching of the superjumbo jet Airbus A380 echoes the sad fate of the supersonic 
Concorde, another feat of aviation technology that turned out to be a commercial flop. 
 
The inaugural commercial flight on January 21, 1976 of Concorde, the world’s first supersonic 
passenger plane, promised a revolution in aviation. 
 
Distinctive for its long pointed nose, which drooped downwards during take-off for better 
pilot visibility, the “great white bird” was designed, built and operated jointly by France and 
Britain. 
 
It was the first computer-controlled commercial aircraft in history and also innovated with a 
weight-saving aluminium body and triangular delta wings. 
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The aircraft could fly at over twice the speed of sound, creating its famous “sonic boom” 
when it burst through the sound barrier. 
 
With a cruising speed of nearly 2,200 kilometres (1,370 miles) an hour, it could get a small 
number of passengers from Paris to New York in three and a half hours. The same journey in 
a standard flight today takes around eight hours. 
 
But there were also major, eventually crippling, drawbacks: it was thunderously noisy, 
reaching nearly 120 decibels at take-off, and it guzzled fuel at a rate of 20 tonnes per hour. 
 
Extremely expensive to develop at an estimated final overall cost of around 1.6 billion dollars, 
according to BAE Systems, only the wealthiest passengers were able to afford the exorbitant 
ticket prices for its 100-144 seats. 
 
The aircraft — only ever used by Air France and British Airways, who between them operated 
14 planes — never made a profit. 
 
A crash on July 25, 2000 in a suburb of Paris that killed 113 people was a major blow, with the 
aircraft grounded for investigations. After the September 2001 airplane attacks in the US that 
caused a major crisis in the industry, worsening business prospects, the Concorde’s fate was 
sealed. 
 
Air France flew its final commercial Concorde flight in May 2003, and British Airways followed 
suit in October of the same year. 
 
Boasting double the capacity of a traditional passenger aircraft, the Airbus A380 was also 
hailed as a turning point for aviation when it arrived in the skies on October 25, 2007. 
 
The world’s largest passenger jet, developed by European aerospace giant Airbus, was seen 
as a step into the future as the industry prepared for soaring numbers of long-haul 
passengers. 
 
The double-decker, four-engine plane can pack in up to 853 passengers, and has 50 per cent 
more floor space than the next biggest aircraft, the Boeing 747. Its capacity was seen as a 
way to combat airport congestion. 
 
By the end of January 2019, 234 aircraft had been delivered around the world, according to 
Airbus data. But the size of the A380 turned out to be its weakness. 
 
Even though it is unbeatable in terms of price per seat, an A380 — which sells for roughly 
$445 million (Sh4.45 billion) —has to fly at near-full capacity to be profitable. 
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Having envisaged at its outset that it could sell 1,200 planes over 20 years, Airbus has seen 
orders decline and struggled to find enough buyers to justify its production. 

Airbus announced Thursday it would end production of the superjumbo and stop deliveries in 
2021. 

https://mobile.nation.co.ke/lifestyle/Airbus-pulls-plug-on-costly--A380-
superjumbo/1950774-4986582-vu4vwcz/index.html  

4. Rolls-Royce Full Year Financial Results

Flash Briefing 
In the UK, Rolls Royce’s troubles with its Trent 1,000 engines led to a £2.9bn pre-tax loss 
compared to profits of £3.89bn a year ago. The firm also withdrew its bid for a new Boeing 
plane.  

The company’s shares fell by 4% on the news. And talking about Boeing, British Airways 
announced that it was buying 18, 777 fuel efficient Boeings from the US with an option for a 
further 24 saying they got it at a bargain, not the listed price. And to another B-word Brexit, 
why somebody is bullish about it. Goldman Sachs says the pound rally has further to go as 
Brexit hedges are unwound.  

They are reading the fact that Prime Minister Theresa May avoided another bashing by her 
ministers and the pro-Brexit camp following her decision to give Parliament the option of 
postponing Brexit rather than crashing out without a deal, as a good sign. 

https://www.biznews.com/global-investing/2019/03/01/trevor-manuel-eskom-fikile-mbulala-
us-china-trade-talks  

https://mobile.nation.co.ke/lifestyle/Airbus-pulls-plug-on-costly--A380-superjumbo/1950774-4986582-vu4vwcz/index.html
https://mobile.nation.co.ke/lifestyle/Airbus-pulls-plug-on-costly--A380-superjumbo/1950774-4986582-vu4vwcz/index.html
https://www.biznews.com/global-investing/2019/03/01/trevor-manuel-eskom-fikile-mbulala-us-china-trade-talks
https://www.biznews.com/global-investing/2019/03/01/trevor-manuel-eskom-fikile-mbulala-us-china-trade-talks
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5. UltraFan 

 
Rolls-Royce Ultrafan a step closer as advanced low pressure 
system testing begins 
Posted 26 February 2019 

Engineers at Rolls-Royce in Derby, UK, have successfully tested a key component of the 
UltraFan engine design. UltraFan will redefine the world of jet engines, delivering significant 
weight, noise and fuel burn reductions, and will be 25% more efficient than a first-generation 
Trent engine. 
 
For the first time, all composite elements of the Advanced Low Pressure system (ALPS), 
including fan blades, a fan case and annulus fillers, were tested together on a donor engine. 
 
The engine parts are manufactured using state-of-the-art, fully automated construction 
methods at Rolls-Royce’s Composites Technology Facility, a Composites Centre of Excellence. 
 
Each fan blade is made robotically, building up around 500 layers of carbon fibre materials. 
Heat and pressure are then applied, and each blade is finished with a leading titanium edge, 
which offers extreme protection against foreign objects and bird strikes. When laid out, the 
layers of composite material that make up the fan blades and the fan case on this engine 
would stretch from London to Leeds. 
 
The Advanced Low Pressure System demonstrates Rolls-Royce’s IntelligentEngine vision. Each 
blade has a digital twin – an identical virtual copy. During testing, vast amounts of data will be 
collected that will be fed into the digital twins, and allow engineers to predict how each blade 
will perform in service. 
 
Ash Owen, Rolls-Royce, chief engineer, Civil Aerospace Demonstrator Programmes said: 
“These incredible technologies are taking our world-leading fan efficiency to the next level. 
More than a decade of research and development has brought us to this point and I’m 
confident that after extreme weather testing in Canada and performance testing in Germany, 
we can prove ALPS technology even further here in Derby, moving us one step closer to our 
UltraFan demonstrator.” 
 
The Advanced Low Pressure System programme is a partnership between Rolls-Royce, Clean 
Sky, Innovate UK, the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy, the Aerospace 
Technology Institute, ITP Aero and GKN. 
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-ultrafan-a-step-closer-as-advanced-low-
pressure-system-testing-begins.html  
  

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-ultrafan-a-step-closer-as-advanced-low-pressure-system-testing-begins.html
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-ultrafan-a-step-closer-as-advanced-low-pressure-system-testing-begins.html
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7. Electrification of Flight – OPED co-written by LCH 
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Media Report – March 2019 

 
Upcoming Media Opportunities: 

1. EgyptAir EIS of Dreamliner 787-9 event - 9th April 
2. Air Mauritius delivery of A330neo - April 
3. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - April 
4. AFRAA Stakeholders convention - May 

 
Rolls-Royce Coverage 

Contents: 
1. Withdrawal of Engine Competition 
2. Future of Aviation – Hybrid Engines 
3. Air Senegal delivery of A330neo 
4. Lufthansa Order  
5. Emirates Order – A380, A350 and A330neo 
6. EgyptAir receives Boeing 787 

 
1. Withdrawal of Engine Competition 
 

 
 
Rolls-Royce withdraws from engine competition for new midsize aircraft platform 
4 March 2019 
 
Rolls-Royce has decided to withdraw from the current competition to power Boeing’s 
proposed middle of the market – or New Midsize Airplane (NMA) – platform. 
 
 The company said in a statement: “While we believe the platform complements Boeing’s 
existing product range, we are unable to commit to the proposed timetable to ensure we 
have a sufficiently mature product which supports Boeing’s ambition for the aircraft and 
satisfies our own internal requirements for technical maturity at entry into service.” 
 
Chris Cholerton, Rolls-Royce, President – Civil Aerospace, said: “This is the right decision for 
Rolls-Royce and the best approach for Boeing. Delivering on our promises to customers is 
vital to us and we do not want to promise to support Boeing’s new platform if we do not 
have every confidence that we can deliver to their schedule. 
 
“We have made a clear commitment to our customers that we will deliver on our current 
engine programmes. At the same time, we remain committed to the development of new 
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technologies and will continue to mature and de-risk our next generation UltraFan engine 
architecture in preparation for future applications.” 
 
Cholerton added: “UltraFan is the foundation of our future large civil aero engine 
programmes and we must ensure that it has as smooth an entry into service as possible. We 
had begun its development before the Boeing opportunity emerged and it must undergo a 
rigorous testing regime before we offer it to customers, which we do not believe can be 
achieved within the NMA timeframe. Withdrawing at this stage will enable Boeing to 
structure the final part of the competition in a way that best suits them and we hope and 
expect to work with Boeing on other new opportunities in the future.” 
 
UltraFan is a scalable jet engine design suitable for widebody or narrowbody aircraft and will 
offer a 25% fuel efficiency improvement over the first-generation of Rolls-Royce Trent 
engines. We have successfully run tests of the new architecture that sits within the core of 
the engine through the Advance3 demonstrator, as well as the power gearbox and composite 
fan blade system. Meeting Boeing’s timetable would have required accelerating our 
demonstrator programme and withdrawing from the process will enable us to have a high 
confidence in engine maturity towards the end of the next decade. 
 
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-withdraws-from-engine-competition-for-
new-midsize-aircraft-platform.html  
 
 
2. Future of Aviation – Hybrid Engines 
 
 

 
 

Rolls-Royce to test planes that use 
electricity and fuel 
TUESDAY, MARCH 19, 2019 20:49 
 

Technology firm Rolls-Royce plans to test aircraft that use both electricity and fuel 
in 2021 in what will mark a major milestone in the industry. 

The move will help in cutting down carbon emission and reduce the impact of 
climate change that the world is grappling with. 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-withdraws-from-engine-competition-for-new-midsize-aircraft-platform.html
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-withdraws-from-engine-competition-for-new-midsize-aircraft-platform.html
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The firm is employing hybrid-electric propulsion systems technology for the next 
generation of aviation. 

“The tests are part of one of the world’s most comprehensive hybrid aerospace 
turbine engine development and integration programmes and pave the way for 
experimental flights on aircraft in 2021,” says the firm in a statement. 

The firm successfully tested the hybrid version of the M250 gas turbine in a 
ground demonstration setting in three operating modes — Series Hybrid, Parallel 
Hybrid and Turbo-Electric. The M250 hybrid is planned to be used as a thrust plant 
with power ranging from 500kW to 1MW. 

“The system will be used across a range of transport platforms to enable distributed 
electric propulsion, including hybrid electric vertical take-off and landing vehicles, 
general aviation aircraft and hybrid helicopters,” read the statement. 

Mike Mekhiche, deputy director Rolls-Royce said one of the key elements of the 
firm’s strategy is to champion electrification across all their businesses. 

“The successful testing of the hybrid M250 system is an important step forward in 
providing a hybrid-electric propulsion system that will enable a new class of 
quieter and cleaner air transport,” he said. 

“Electrification is one of the most exciting developments in aviation since the birth 
of the jumbo jet. We are determined to use our pedigree in aerospace to be at the 
forefront of developing innovative propulsion systems to meet the needs of the 
next chapter in aviation.” 
 
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/corporate/shipping/Rolls-Royce-to-test-planes-that-
use-electricity-/4003122-5032962-9e7ngo/index.html  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/corporate/shipping/Rolls-Royce-to-test-planes-that-use-electricity-/4003122-5032962-9e7ngo/index.html
https://www.businessdailyafrica.com/corporate/shipping/Rolls-Royce-to-test-planes-that-use-electricity-/4003122-5032962-9e7ngo/index.html
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Rolls-Royce takes major step towards electrifying 
flight with successful hybrid aero propulsion tests 
Rolls-Royce has taken a significant step towards realising our ambition to provide hybrid-electric 
propulsion systems for the next generation of aviation, with successful ground tests of a hybrid 
system using our M250 gas turbine – a highly successful engine usually powering helicopters. The 
tests are part of one of the world’s most comprehensive hybrid aerospace turbine engine 
development and integration programmes and pave the way for experimental flights on aircraft in 
2021. 

We successfully tested the hybrid version of the M250 gas turbine in a ground demonstration setting 
in three operating modes: Series Hybrid, Parallel Hybrid and Turbo-Electric. The M250 hybrid is 
planned to be used as a propulsion plant with power ranging from 500kW to 1MW and has the 
potential to transform aviation power. 

The system will be used across a range of transport platforms to enable distributed electric 
propulsion, including EVTOLs (hybrid electric vertical take-off and landing vehicles), general aviation 
aircraft and hybrid helicopters. 

Dr Mike Mekhiche, Deputy Director, Rolls-Royce Electrical said: “Rolls-Royce has always been a 
pioneer in aviation and one of the key elements of our strategy is to champion electrification across all 
our businesses. The successful testing of the hybrid M250 system is an important step forward in 
providing a hybrid-electric propulsion system that will enable a new class of quieter and cleaner air 
transport.”   

Rolls-Royce engineers based in the United States, UK and Singapore have developed this engine into a 
hybrid-electric propulsion system. The M250 gas turbine engine has powered more than 170 varieties 
of fixed-wing military, civilian aircraft and helicopters since its initial development. Rolls-Royce 
selected this engine for its maturity, power-density, ease of maintenance, and high reliability. In the 
past half-century, M250 variants have logged more than 250 million flight hours and nearly 33,000 
M250 engines have been delivered to customers. 

Complete engine testing took place at our state-of-the-art facility in Indianapolis, US, where each 
component and sub-system of the hybrid engine was individually tested for electrical performance. 

These tests included simulating use across take-off, cruise, landing and taxiing and confirmed the 
system’s suitability for a range of transport platforms including aircraft with a range of up to 1000 
miles and weighing up to 2000kg. This would support the Rolls-Royce EVTOL concept which was 
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unveiled during the Farnborough Air Show in the UK last year as well as meeting many other 
customers’ requirements. 

Dr Mekhiche added: “Electrification is one of the most exciting developments in aviation since the 
birth of the jumbo jet. We are determined to use our pedigree in aerospace to be at the forefront of 
developing innovative propulsion systems to meet the needs of the next chapter in aviation. When 
this happens, it’s going to transform the way aero transport is designed and produced, reducing the 
time required to travel, revolutionising cargo delivery and changing the way we design our cities and 
infrastructure.”   

The Rolls-Royce hybrid electric propulsion system demonstrator integrates a M250 gas turbine engine 
with a high energy density battery system, electric generators, power converters and an advanced 
power management and control system. The power management system optimises overall 
propulsion performance in order for the system to be suitable across a variety of platforms, including 
EVTOL, while delivering efficiency gains, reduced noise and lower emissions.  

Tests were successfully carried across three system configurations:  

• Series Hybrid: In this configuration, the engine operates as a turbo-generator that charges an 
on-board battery system, and does not contribute to thrust directly. All power required for 
thrust and other onboard systems is supplied by the battery. 

• Parallel Hybrid: In this configuration, the platform thrust is supplied by a combination of the 
engine (mechanical thrust) and the electrical system (electrical thrust), while the other power 
needs of the aircraft are met by the battery.  

• Turbo-Electric mode: In this configuration, the battery system is redundant. The engine 
operates as a pure turbo-generator supplying electric power for thrust and any other power 
needs on the aircraft.  

The next step is to further advance the hybrid propulsion system towards integration on an aircraft 
and experimental flights in 2021.  The M250 hybrid power pack complements the AE 2100 2.5MW 
system being developed for larger aircraft, including regional aviation, and is being tested with Airbus 
on the E-Fan X demonstrator platform.  

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-takes-major-step-towards-electrifying-
flight-with-successful-hybrid-aero-propulsion-tests-2019-03-25/searchString:Rolls-Royce 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-takes-major-step-towards-electrifying-flight-with-successful-hybrid-aero-propulsion-tests-2019-03-25/searchString:Rolls-Royce
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-takes-major-step-towards-electrifying-flight-with-successful-hybrid-aero-propulsion-tests-2019-03-25/searchString:Rolls-Royce
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3. Air Senegal delivery of A330neo 
 

 
 
Air Senegal receives Africa’s first A330neo 
11th Mar 2019 
 
Air Senegal has received its first A330-900 aircraft from Airbus, becoming the first African 
airline to get the -900neo model. 
 
Airbus made the announcement on 8 March, saying the aircraft had been delivered at the 
manufacturer’s production line in Toulouse, France. 
 
The aircraft (named Casamance) is fitted with a three-class cabin comprising 32 Business 
class, 21 Premium Plus and 237 Economy class seats. Air Senegal plans to operate its first 
A330neo on its Dakar-Paris route and to further develop its medium and long-haul network. 
 
The A330-900neo originally flew from Toulouse to Dakar on 31 January as part of an event 
attended by president Macky Sall. The Rolls Royce Trent 7000-powered aircraft then 
returned to France ahead of its official delivery in March. 
 
Air Senegal was launched in 2016 and began operations in 2018 with A319-100s and ATR 72-
600s. It has two A330neos on order. 
 
Airbus said the A330neo features A350 XWB technology, giving lower fuel burn than previous 
models. The carrier flies to nine destinations in eight countries. 
 
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/air-senegal-receives-africas-first-a330neo/ 
 
 

 
Air Senegal takes delivery of Africa’s first Airbus A330neo 
By Chief Assignment Editor - March 8, 
 
Air Senegal has taken delivery of its first A330-900 from Airbus’ production line in Toulouse. 
The carrier is the first African airline to fly Airbus’ new generation wide-body aircraft 
featuring latest technology engines, new wings with enhanced aerodynamics and a curved 
wingtip-design, drawing best practices from the A350 XWB. 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/air-senegal-receives-africas-first-a330neo/
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Fitted with a three-class cabin comprising 32 Business class, 21 Premium Plus and 237 
Economy class seats, Air Senegal plans to operate its first A330neo on its Dakar-Paris route 
and to further develop its medium and long-haul network. 

The A330neo is the true new-generation aircraft building on the best-selling wide body 
A330’s features and leveraging on A350 XWB technology. Powered by the latest Rolls-Royce 
Trent 7000 engines, the A330neo provides an unprecedented level of efficiency – with 25% 
lower fuel burn per seat than previous generation competitors. Equipped with the Airspace 
by Airbus cabin, the A330neo offers a unique passenger experience with more personal 
space and the latest generation in-flight entertainment system and connectivity. 
https://www.eturbonews.com/246835/air-senegal-takes-delivery-of-africas-first-airbus-a330neo 

https://www.eturbonews.com/246835/air-senegal-takes-delivery-of-africas-first-airbus-a330neo
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4. Lufthansa Order XWBs 
 

 
 

Lufthansa places order for 20 more A350-900 wide-body aircraft 
March 14, 2019:  
Lufthansa Group, the biggest Airbus operator, has signed an order for 20 additional A350-900 
widebody aircraft, following a decision by the company’s supervisory board. This latest 
agreement brings Lufthansa Group’s total orders for the A350 XWB to 45, with 12 aircraft 
already in operation around the world. 
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“The A350 XWB meets all our expectations. The aircraft is extremely reliable and the 
feedback from our passengers is excellent," said Dr. Detlef Kayser, member of the Executive 
Board Lufthansa Group - Airlines Resources & Operational Standards. "We are delighted to be 
adding 20 more A350 XWBs to our fleet. The additional widebody jets will help reduce our 
operating costs, improve the reliability of our long-haul fleet, improve our environmental 
performance and provide our passengers with the most modern cabins in their respective 
category with reference class travel comfort.” 

“The A350 XWB consistently generates positive feedback from the airline community and we 
are very pleased to see our long-standing customer Lufthansa coming back for more aircraft,” 
said Christian Scherer, Airbus Chief Commercial Officer. “The A350 XWB has set new 
standards for long haul flying, combining extra-long-range capability with the lowest seat mile 
cost of any large widebody airliner and offering passengers the highest standards of comfort. 
Lufthansa was one of the first operators of the A350 XWB and has been deploying the aircraft 
efficiently across its global network, becoming one of our best ambassadors for this great 
aircraft. Thank you Lufthansa - we are thrilled to see even more A350 XWBs flying in your 
colours.” 

Lufthansa’s decision reinforces the Group’s status as Airbus’ largest airline customer and 
operator, with 674 Airbus aircraft on order (including the latest A350 order) and 574 Airbus 
aircraft in the Group’s current fleet (as of 31 December 2018), including 28 A220 Family, 420 
A320 Family, 100 A330s/A340s, 12 A350s and 14 A380s. 

The A350 XWB is the world’s most modern and eco-efficient aircraft family shaping the 
future of air travel. It is the long-range leader in the large widebody market (300 to 400+ 
seats). The A350 XWB offers by design unrivalled operational flexibility and efficiency for all 
market segments up to ultra-long haul (9,700 nm). It features the latest aerodynamic design, 
carbon fibre fuselage and wings, plus new fuel-efficient Rolls-Royce engines. Together, these 
latest technologies translate into unrivalled levels of operational efficiency, with a 25 percent 
reduction in fuel burn and emissions. The A350 XWB’s Airspace by Airbus cabin is the 
quietest of any twin-aisle and offers passengers and crews the most modern in-flight 
products for the most comfortable flying experience. 

At the end of February 2019, the A350 XWB Family had received 852 firm orders from 48 
customers worldwide, making it one of the most successful widebody aircraft ever. 
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/lufthansa-places-order-for-20-more-a350900-widebody-
aircraft-aviation  

https://www.logupdateafrica.com/lufthansa-places-order-for-20-more-a350900-widebody-aircraft-aviation
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/lufthansa-places-order-for-20-more-a350900-widebody-aircraft-aviation
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Rolls-Royce To Power 40 New Lufthansa Aircraft 
Rolls-Royce has been selected by Lufthansa Group to power 40 new aircraft. Its Trent 1000 
engine will power 20 Boeing 787 Dreamliners and its Trent XWB will power 20 Airbus A350 
XWBs. Rolls-Royce will also provide its flagship TotalCare® long term services for both engine 
types. 

The Trent XWB is the world’s most efficient large aero engine flying today and the world’s 
fastest-selling widebody engine with more than 1,800 in service or on order. The airline will 
also operate the latest version of the Trent 1000, the Trent 1000 TEN (Thrust, Efficiency and 
New Technology), offering high fuel efficiency and low noise. 

Dr Detlef Kayser, Member of the Executive Board Lufthansa Group – Airlines Resources & 
Operational Standards, said: “We are very pleased to select Rolls-Royce to power these 
aircraft, helping us to provide outstanding customer service. With this order, we will reduce 
our operating costs, simplify our long-haul fleet and improve our environmental 
performance.” 

Chris Cholerton, Rolls-Royce, President – Civil Aerospace, said: “Lufthansa is a recognised 
industry leader and this marks a significant endorsement of two members of our Trent 
engine family. Today’s announcement also strengthens our long-standing and highly-valued 
partnership with Lufthansa, which has selected the Trent 1000 for the first time and 
continued to demonstrate its commitment to the Trent XWB.” 

The Trent 1000 has powered the first flight and entry into service of every version of the 
Dreamliner – the 787-8, 787-9 and 787-10 and incorporates technology that contributes to 
the Dreamliner achieving 20 per cent greater efficiency than the aircraft it replaces, as well as 
having half the noise footprint of previous-generation aircraft. 

Today’s announcement adds to the 20 Trent XWB powered A350 aircraft that Lufthansa 
already has on order. More than 80 Rolls-Royce powered widebody aircraft are in service 
with Lufthansa Group airlines. 

The Trent family of seven different engines has now accumulated more than 125 million 
flying hours since the first Trent entered service in 1995. 
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-to-power-40-new-lufthansa-aircraft-2019-03-
14/searchString:Rolls-Royce 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-to-power-40-new-lufthansa-aircraft-2019-03-14/searchString:Rolls-Royce
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-to-power-40-new-lufthansa-aircraft-2019-03-14/searchString:Rolls-Royce
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5. Emirates Order – A380, A350 and A330neo 
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6. EgyptAir receives Boeing 787- 
 

 
 
Egyptair Receives First B787-9 Dreamliner 
 MARCH 28, 2019 
 

Egyptair’s B787-9 Dreamliner 
arrived at Cairo International 
Airport today, with the airline’s 
team and highly profiled 
delegate comprising 
representatives of the several 
partner companies who 
contributed to the 
manufacturing of the aircraft 
including Rolls Royce. 
 
Minister Younis ElMasry 
expresses his happiness for the 
delivery of Egyptair’s first 

Dreamliner. He says: “This is an achievement carried out by Egyptian Civil Aviation personnel, who 
are willing to accomplish more success for the progress of the air industry in Egypt.” 
 
The aircraft was received at Cairo International Airport by Capt. Ahmed Adel, Chairman and CEO of 
Egyptair Holding; Capt. Sherif Ezzat and Mr. Ihab Ghazy, Vice Chairmen of Egyptair; Capt. Ashraf El-
Kholy, Chairman and CEO of Egyptair Airlines; as well as Mr. Ayman Thabet, Head of planning sector 
of the airline. 
 
Upon landing, Capt. Ahmed Adel took a brief tour aboard the new aircraft for a closer look to its 
specifications and features that will be meeting the expectations of the airline’s customers traveling 
through its global network. 
 
He says: “There is a great deal of change taking place. The introducing of the new aircraft into our 
fleet which also coincides with unveiling the new cabin-crew uniform will strengthen Egyptair 
position in the market and worldwide. We invite our loyal customers to come on-board and enjoy 
the experience of flying on B787-900.” 
 
The Boeing 787-9s is configured for 309 passengers with 30 in the Business Class and 279 in 
Economy Class. The aircraft is equipped with all means of luxury and comfort. 
 
Egyptair’s second Dreamliner is expected to be delivered in April 2019 and will be used to extend the 
airplane’s operations to several long-range routes in its network. 
https://aviationbusinessjournal.aero/2019/03/28/egyptair-receives-first-b737-9-dreamliner/ 
 

https://aviationbusinessjournal.aero/2019/03/28/egyptair-receives-first-b737-9-dreamliner/
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Media Report – April 2019 

Upcoming Media Opportunities: 
1. EgyptAir EIS of Dreamliner 787-9 event – POSTPONED
2. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - POSTPONED
3. AFRAA Stakeholders convention - May

Rolls-Royce Coverage 
Contents: 

1. Engineering News : Kevin Evans interview at MRO event, Jo’Burg
2. Air Mauritius EIS of A330neo
3. Uganda Airlines acquisition of A330neo
4. EgyptAir EIS of Boeing 787
5. Rolls-Royce Tay 611-8 engine achieves 10 million flying hours
6. Virtual Reality training
7. EASA Airworthiness Directive – Trent 1000 TEN
8. Taieb Saghier Interview by Jeune Afrique – conducted at the AFRAA AGA in Nov 2018
9. 100th CorporateCare Enhanced service contract
10. Withdrawal from Boeing midsize aircraft platform
11. Hybrid electric propulsion system
12. Lufthansa 20 Boeing 787 and 20 Airbus A350 Contract win

1. Kevin Evans interview at MRO event, Jo’Burg – ONLINE AND PRINT

Rolls-Royce affirms the importance of the African market 

Africa is a important market for the aero-engines business of renowned British industrial 
technology company Rolls-Royce, the company’s VP customers: Africa Kevin Evans tells 
Engineering News. “We see Africa as a large and growing market – one of strategic 
importance to us.” 

Currently, African airlines are operating more than 60 wide-body aircraft, from both Airbus 
and Boeing, which are powered by Rolls-Royce engines. By the end of this year, this number 
will have risen to more than 70. There are also 28 Embraer regional aircraft being flown by 
African operators, which are fitted with Rolls-Royce engines. Further, some 50 Rolls-Royce-
engined wide-body airliners are on order by African airlines. The company’s biggest 
customers, at present, are Ethiopian Airlines and South African Airways. 
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“Over the last several years, all entries into service in Africa have gone extremely well,” he 
reports. “We are very pleased with the introduction of new equipment to operators – some 
of them new to wide-body aircraft and to Rolls-Royce. Also, to meet the demands of such a 
varied, rapidly growing market, we are also seeing an increasing flow of previously owned 
aircraft coming into the continent, which we are supporting.” 
 
Rolls-Royce’s current family of large turbofan engines is the Trent series. The first example of 
the family, a Trent 700, originally entered service in 1995. This was followed by the Trent 
800, the Trent 500, the Trent 900, the Trent 1000, the Trent XWB and the latest version, the 
Trent 7000. Most of these are now in service with African operators. 
 
“We’re seeing a strong demand for our latest products, especially the Trent XWB,” he points 
out. “It is early days for the Trent 7000, with only three operators in service, one of which is 
in Africa; three further African customers are, however, due to take delivery.” 
 
The Trent 700 has a thrust of just over 320 kN and has accumulated more than 40-million 
flying hours. It was developed to power the Airbus A330. The Trent 800 develops a thrust of 
more than 422.5 kN and is the most popular engine for the Boeing 777. It has racked up 
some 29-million flying hours. The Trent 500 is the sole powerplant for the four-engined 
Airbus A340-500 and A340-600 airliners and has a takeoff thrust of either nearly 236 kN or 
249 kN. It has built up a total of 24-million flying hours. The Trent 900, developed to power 
the Airbus A380 Superjumbo, has a thrust ranging from 348 kN to 374 kN. 
 
The Trent 1000 was developed to power the Boeing 787 Dreamliner and has a thrust ranging 
from almost 277 kN to more than 360 kN, depending on version; this engine, in its B and C 
versions, suffered from a number of durability issues, leading Rolls-Royce to develop 
modifications and improvements. Rolls-Royce has also developed a further improved version, 
known as the Trent 1000 TEN; this is currently experiencing problems with, in certain 
situations, a shorter-than- expected life for its high-pressure turbine blades and Rolls-Royce is 
working on correcting this. 
 
The Trent XWB was developed as the sole engine for the Airbus A350XWB; the different 
versions of the engine reportedly have takeoff thrusts ranging from 330 kN to 430 kN. More 
than 1 600 of these engines are on order worldwide and the design has experienced no 
significant problems in service. The Trent 7000 is the latest member of the Trent series, and 
was developed as the sole engine for the Airbus A330neo (new engine option). It has a thrust 
ranging from nearly 302.5 kN to over 320 kN. 
 
“Rolls-Royce ensures it has sufficient and effective engine overhaul capacity across its global 
network,” points out Evans. “Within Africa, Egyptair has Trent 700 repair and overhaul 
capability. We have technical support personnel strategically based across the continent, 
including Addis Ababa, Johannesburg and Cairo.” 
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Evans attended the African Aviation MRO (Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul) Conference in 
Johannesburg in late March. About half of Rolls-Royce’s civil aerospace revenues comes from 
its aftermarket services.   
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-affirms-the-importance-of-the-african-
market-2019-04-26 
 
The Interview also appeared in CAPA Centre for Aviation  
 

 
29-Apr-2019 8:20 AM 

Rolls-Royce: Africa strategically important to us, 
with a 'varied, rapidly growing market' 
 
https://centreforaviation.com/news/rolls-royce-africa-strategically-important-to-us-with-a-varied-
rapidly-growing-market-899078 
 
2. Air Mauritius EIS of A330neo 
 

 
 
Celebrations for Air Mauritius' first Trent 7000 powered Airbus A330neo 
Posted 29 April 2019 · Add Comment 
 
Last week, Rolls-Royce joined Airbus and aircraft lease company, ALC at a gala dinner in Toulouse, to 
celebrate the delivery of Air Mauritius’ first Trent 7000 powered Airbus A330neo, scheduled to arrive 
in Mauritius at 10.00am, Friday 19th April. 
 
 The Airbus A330neo is the first of two scheduled to be delivered to Air Mauritius.  Both aircraft will 
expand the airline’s capacity and enable greater connectivity between Asia and Africa via Mauritius; 
including routes from Mumbai, Malaysia, Singapore, Reunion, Madagascar and London. 
 
Kevin Evans, Rolls-Royce, vice president – customers, said, “We are celebrating today as the A330-900 
joins Air Mauritius’ modern and growing fleet of aircraft.  Air Mauritius is a major and highly 
respected brand in African aviation.  Four years ago, we were delighted when the airline selected the 
Airbus A350 powered by the Trent XWB, which has been faultless in its operations since its delivery in 
October 2017.  We are proud that once again they have placed their trust with Rolls-Royce. We wish 
them every success.” 
 
Powering the Airbus A330neo is Rolls-Royce’s Trent 7000, which entered service in November 2018. It 
is the seventh member of the Rolls-Royce Trent family, and the exclusive engine for the Airbus 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-affirms-the-importance-of-the-african-market-2019-04-26
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-affirms-the-importance-of-the-african-market-2019-04-26
https://centreforaviation.com/news/rolls-royce-africa-strategically-important-to-us-with-a-varied-rapidly-growing-market-899078
https://centreforaviation.com/news/rolls-royce-africa-strategically-important-to-us-with-a-varied-rapidly-growing-market-899078
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A330neo. The engine draws on more than 50 million hours of flying experience from the Trent 700, 
which currently powers more than 800 A330s flying with 83 operators worldwide. The 68-72,000lb 
thrust Trent 7000 delivers a step change in performance as well as economics compared to the Trent 
700. The Trent 7000 improves specific fuel consumption by 10%, and is significantly quieter than its
predecessor.

Air Mauritius is the 3rd operator in the world to operate Rolls-Royce’s new Trent 7000 engine and the 
first to operate both the Trent 7000 and the Trent XWB. 
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/celebrations-for-air-mauritius-first-trent-7000-powered-airbus-
a330neo.html 

(Mauritian national newspaper) 

Kevin Evans: "Air Mauritius is a major brand and highly respected in African 
aviation ..." 
April 18, 2019 

On Wednesday, April 17, Rolls-Royce joined Airbus and 
ALC aircraft leasing company at a gala dinner in Toulouse 
to celebrate the delivery of Air Mauritius' first " Trent 
7000 powered Airbus A330neo" , which was to arrive in 
Mauritius at 10:00, this Friday, April 19. 

The Airbus A330neo is the first in a series of two aircraft 
to be delivered to Air Mauritius. The two aircraft will 

increase the capacity of the national aviation company and enable greater connectivity between Asia 
and Africa via Mauritius, including routes from Mumbai, Malaysia, Singapore, Reunion, Madagascar 
and London. 

Simon Goodson Vice President Customer at Rolls-Royce 
presents a gift to Fooad Nooraully from Air Mauritius. 

" Today we celebrate the arrival of the A330-900 in the 
modern and growing fleet of Air Mauritius. Air Mauritius is 
a major brand and highly respected in African aviation, " 
said Kevin Evans, Rolls-Royce's vice president of customer 
service, in his speech at the ceremony. " Four years ago, we 
were delighted when the airline chose the Airbus A350 

powered by the Trent XWB , which has been running flawlessly since it was delivered in October 2017. 
We are proud that once again they have trust Rolls-Royce. We wish them every success, "   he added. 

After his speech, Kevin Evans presented an oil painting of the plane flying over Mauritius to Fooad 
Nooraully, Legal Director at Air Mauritius. 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/celebrations-for-air-mauritius-first-trent-7000-powered-airbus-a330neo.html
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/celebrations-for-air-mauritius-first-trent-7000-powered-airbus-a330neo.html
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Air Mauritius is the third operator in the world to operate the new Trent 7000 engine from Rolls-
Royce and the first to operate both the Trent 7000 and Trent XWB. 
 
Kevin Evans: "Air Mauritius is a major brand and highly respected in African aviation ..." 
 
https://www.inside.news/kevin-evans-air-mauritius-est-une-marque-majeure-et-tres-respectee-
dans-laviation-africaine/  
 
 

 
 
Air Mauritius: new planes delivered six months late 
The fleet of Air Mauritius (MK) welcomes, unless unforeseen, a new aircraft this week. It is the first of 
two A330-900s ( New Engine Option - neo) that the national carrier has ordered from Airbus . Their 
names: 'Aapravasi Ghat' and 'Chagos Archipelago'. As for the second aircraft of the same model, and 
equipped with two new generation Rolls Royce Trent 7000 engines , it is expected that MK will take 
possession by the end of the month. 
 
The two new planes will be called 'Aapravasi Ghat' and 'Chagos Archipelago'. 
 
The fleet of Air Mauritius (MK) welcomes, unless unforeseen, a new aircraft this week. It is the first of 
two A330-900s ( New Engine Option - neo) that the national carrier has ordered from Airbus . Their 
names: 'Aapravasi Ghat' and 'Chagos Archipelago'. As for the second aircraft of the same model, and 
equipped with two new generation Rolls Royce Trent 7000 engines , it is expected that MK will take 
possession by the end of the month. 
 
Nevertheless, these two deliveries are more than six months late. They were originally announced for 
September and October, then for January, then February and then March. Officially, the two new 
A330-900 neo will replace two A340-300 E leases that expired in November and December, before 
being extended. 
 
At this rate we understand better why at the headquarters of MK, Straw-in-Queue Court in Port Louis, 
we do not even want to advance on the day of the landing of the first A330-900 neo in Plaisance , this 
week. 
 
Airbus, which we also approached, only claimed that "the delivery of the first A330 neo is imminent" . 
To add that it is the privilege of his client to make the announcement. Is the delay in the delivery of 
Rolls Royce engines to the aircraft manufacturer or is it a cashflow problem at MK that is causing the 
many delays? 
 
At MK, it is categorically denied that this is a funding problem and blame is being laid on the delay on 
Airbus. On the side of the aircraft manufacturer Toulouse, the reply is that these questions "are 
related to the contractual relationship with our client Air Mauritius and we can not communicate on 
these items that are confidential . " Airbus affirms to work "hand in hand with [our] customer to meet 
[his] expectations and [the] greatest support for [his] operations". 

https://www.inside.news/kevin-evans-air-mauritius-est-une-marque-majeure-et-tres-respectee-dans-laviation-africaine/
https://www.inside.news/kevin-evans-air-mauritius-est-une-marque-majeure-et-tres-respectee-dans-laviation-africaine/
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The express also questioned MK and Airbus as to whether it will compensate the domestic airline 
financially because of delays in delivery. The European manufacturer will stick to its contractual 
relations. On the side of Straw-in-Queue Court, one learns that a compensation is envisaged. What 
about modalities? Nada, we will not know for the moment. 
 
Still, MK has not stopped hammering that the mass reprogramming of his flights to London, Shanghai, 
Hong Kong, India, Johannesburg and Reunion this month are the direct consequences of the delay in 
the delivery of 'A330-900 neo. 
 
An argument rejected by aviation professionals who wonder how MK, who offers to rent four of its 
aircraft (two A340-300C and two A319-100), from November, showing an excess capacity in his fleet, 
may evoke late delivery as an excuse for rescheduling flights. 
 
Be that as it may, it was originally planned that the two new A330-900 neo, once delivered, serve 
medium-haul destinations such as Guangzhou, Hong Kong, Delhi and Perth. Even Bangkok, the new 
service announced last November before being postponed sine die. 
 
In addition, MK still plans, at least to date, to acquire two A350-900s at the end of the year. As for the 
delivery of two other aircraft of the same type, it has been postponed to 2023 instead of 2020.  
  
To date, the fleet of the national carrier is equipped with 14 aircraft including 'Le Morne Brabant' and 
'Pieter Both', two A350-900 acquired in 2017. 
  
Air Senegal first in Africa to fly the A330 neo 
After Tap Air Portugal , which was the first airline to take delivery of an A330-900 last year, three 
aircraft of the same model were delivered last month by Airbus , including one to Air Senegal. The 
latter becomes the first African airline to fly such a device. At the end of March, Airbus had 238 firm 
orders for the A330neo with Air Asia X , of Air Lease Corporation , with Air Calin , of Air Senegal, of 
Arkia Israeli Airlines , of Avolon to BOC Aviation , of CIT , Delta Airlines ,Garuda Indonesia , Iran Air , 
Kuwait Airways , Middle East Airlines , Tap Portugal and ten unidentified customers. 
https://www.lexpress.mu/article/351162/air-mauritius-nouveaux-avions-livres-six-mois-retard 
 

 
Air Mauritius takes delivery of its first A330neo 
Posted 19 Apr 2019 
Air Mauritius has taken delivery of its first A330-900, on lease from ALC, during a ceremony 
held in Toulouse on Thursday 18 April 2019. The national carrier is the first A330neo operator based 
in the southern hemisphere. 
 
Benefiting from the A330neo's operating economics and award-winning Airspace cabin, the aircraft - 
named Aapravasi Ghat  - will feature a two-class cabin with 28 business class seats and 260 economy 
class seats. 

https://www.lexpress.mu/article/351162/air-mauritius-nouveaux-avions-livres-six-mois-retard
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Air Mauritius will deploy the aircraft on routes connecting Mauritius to Europe (mainly London and 
Geneva), India and South East Asian routes and on regional destinations including Johannesburg, 
Antananarivo and Reunion Island. 
 
Air Mauritius CEO Somas Appavou stated: "I am delighted to welcome our first Airbus A330neo, 
another milestone in our fleet modernisation programme. The addition of two A330neos to our fleet 
will bring more flexibility and efficiency to our operations while supporting our network strategy. The 
A330neo offers similar levels of comfort as the A350 XWB, which has received very favourable 
feedback from our customers. I strongly believe that with the addition of the A330neo to our fleet, Air 
Mauritius will further reinforce its focus and emphasis on the customer who are at the very core of 
our business model." 
 
"Sugar and spice and all things nice! Like its namesake, inspired by the island's history in developing 
the sugar industry, their first A330neo will pioneer Air Mauritius into a whole different level of 
efficiency and flexibility by operating both the A330neo and the A350 XWB, our latest generation 
widebodies", said Christian Scherer, Airbus Chief Commercial Officer. "Passengers will enjoy 
unmatched levels comfort in our award winning 'Airspace by Airbus' cabins on both aircraft. Well 
done to our trusted partner on being the world's first airline to operate the A330neo and the A350 
XWB together - a sweet combination!" 
 
Air Mauritius currently operates nine Airbus aircraft, of which two A350-900s, three A340-300s, two 
A330-200s and two A319s on its regional and long haul services. 
 
The A330neo Family is the new generation A330, comprising two versions: the A330-800 and A330-
900 sharing 99 percent commonality. It builds on the proven economics, versatility and reliability of 
the A330 Family, while reducing fuel consumption by about 25% per seat versus previous generation 
competitor aircraft and offering an unrivalled range capability. The A330neo is powered by Rolls-
Royce's latest-generation Trent 7000 engines and features a new wing with increased span and new 
A350 XWB-inspired Sharklets. 
 
With an order book of more than 1,700 aircraft from 120 customers to date, the A330 is the most 
popular widebody family. 
https://www.myt.mu/sinformer/dossiers/business/524433/air-mauritius-takes-delivery-of-its-first-
a330neo.html  
 
 

 
Air Mauritius: Airbus A330neo arrives this Friday 
April 19, 2019 
The Airbus A330neo will enter Mauritian soil at 10 am this Friday, April 19, 2019. The new Airbus 
A330neo was unveiled to London Heathrow travel professionals by Vice President Mike 
Seetaramadoo and High Commissioner Girish Nunkoo. 
 

https://www.myt.mu/sinformer/dossiers/business/524433/air-mauritius-takes-delivery-of-its-first-a330neo.html
https://www.myt.mu/sinformer/dossiers/business/524433/air-mauritius-takes-delivery-of-its-first-a330neo.html
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The aircraft, dubbed Aapravasi Ghat, will be equipped with a two-class cabin with 28 business and 260 
economy class seats, and will benefit from the unmatched operational efficiency of the A330neo and 
the award-winning Airspace cabin. 
 
The airline will deploy this aircraft on routes connecting Mauritius to Europe (mainly London and 
Geneva), as well as routes to India and Southeast Asia and regional destinations, including 
Johannesburg, Antananarivo and the United States. Reunion Island. 
 
The A330neo family represents the new generation of A330s and comes in two versions: the A330-
800 and the A330-900, which display a similarity of 99%. These aircraft benefit from the A330 family's 
proven track record, versatility and technical consistency, while at the same time reducing fuel 
consumption by 25% per seat compared to previous generation competitors, as well as reducing fuel 
consumption. an unparalleled range of action. 
 
The A330neo are equipped with engines Trent 7000 of Rolls-Royce new generation and a new wing 
larger, equipped with wing tip devices (Sharklets) inspired by the A350 XWB. 
http://www.mauriceactu.mu/2019/04/19/air-mauritius-lairbus-a330neo-arrive-ce-vendredi/  
 
 

 
Air Mauritius receives its first A330neo 
By Writing - April 18 
Air Mauritius has received its first A330-900, operated under a lease contract with ALC, during a 
ceremony held in Toulouse. The national airline of the Republic of Mauritius is the first operator of 
the Southern-based A330neo and the first company in the world to operate both the A330neo and 
the A350 XWB. 
 
"On the road of sugar and spices! Like the historic site of which it is named, inspired by the 
development of the sugar industry during the history of Mauritius, the first Air Mauritius A330neo will 
propel the company to a whole new level of efficiency and flexibility thanks to the joint operation of 
the A330neo and the A350 XWB, our  
new-generation widebody aircraft, "said Christian Scherer, Chief Commercial Officer of Airbus. 
"Passengers will appreciate the unmatched comfort levels offered by our award-winning 'Airspace by 
Airbus' cabin on these two aircraft. We congratulate our trusted partner who becomes the first 
company in the world to jointly operate the A330neo and the A350 XWB - a combination of 
excellence! " 
 
Air Mauritius currently operates 9 Airbus aircraft (two A350-900s, three A340-300s, two A330-200s 
and two A319s) on its regional and long-haul services. 
  
The A330neo family represents the new generation of A330s and comes in two versions: the A330-
800 and the A330-900, which show a similarity of 99 percent. These aircraft benefit from the A330 
family's proven track record, proven versatility and technical consistency, while reducing fuel 
consumption by 25 percent per seat compared to previous-generation competitors, as well as 
improving fuel efficiency. 'an unparalleled range of action. The A330neo are powered by new 

http://www.mauriceactu.mu/2019/04/19/air-mauritius-lairbus-a330neo-arrive-ce-vendredi/
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generation Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines and a new, larger wing with Sharklets inspired by the A350 
XWB. 
With an order book now amounting to more than 1700 devices for 120 customers, the A330 
represents the most popular family of large aircraft. 
https://www.financialafrik.com/2019/04/18/air-mauritius-receptionne-son-premier-a330neo/  
 
 

(Reunion Island newspaper)  
 
Air Mauritius receives its first Airbus A330neo 
With six months behind schedule, Air Mauritius has received yesterday its first Airbus A330neo, the 

Aapravasi Ghat, equipped with two reactors 
Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 at the headquarters of 
the European manufacturer in Toulouse. The 
second,  Chagos Archipelago  is expected him 
next week. 
 
The Mauritian national airline is the first in the 
southern hemisphere to put the A330neo 

online. It is also the first to jointly operate the A330neo and the A350. 
 
Air Mauritius confirmed in February 2017 the lease at Air Lease Corp. (ALC) two A330neo. 
 
They are equipped to accommodate 28 passengers in business class and 263 in economy (291 seats in 
total), which is between seven and nine seats less than the A340-300E quadreactors they will replace, 
but with a fuel consumption lower by 25% by seat. Business-class passengers will enjoy flat-bed seats, 
those in economy new wheelchairs - and all of a new entertainment system and wifi. Both devices will 
be available on London and Geneva but also on India, Asia and regional destinations, Johannesburg, 
Antananarivo and Reunion. 
 
The two A330neo will replace two A340-300s. Leases of two of the six A340s maturing in November 
and December were extended due to the delay in delivery of the A330neo. These delays in delivery 
could lead the company to shift the launch of a third Airbus A350 normally scheduled for the end of 
this year, two others are expected respectively in 2023 instead of 2020. 
 
Faced with these financial difficulties, Air Mauritius has just put on the rental market four aircraft in 
its fleet. Two Airbus A340 300 Cs acquired in 1997 and 1999 and two A319s purchased in 2001 and 
2003 are offered with or without their crews. The rentals could be effective from November. The 
Mauritian national company has already contacted potentially interested companies. 
 
Air Mauritius currently operates a fleet of nine Airbus aircraft, two A350 900s, two A340 300s, two 
A330 200s and two A319s plus three ATR72s. 
https://www.clicanoo.re/Economie/Article/2019/04/19/Air-Mauritius-receptionne-son-
premier-Airbus-A330neo_574337 
 

https://www.financialafrik.com/2019/04/18/air-mauritius-receptionne-son-premier-a330neo/
https://www.clicanoo.re/Economie/Article/2019/04/19/Air-Mauritius-receptionne-son-premier-Airbus-A330neo_574337
https://www.clicanoo.re/Economie/Article/2019/04/19/Air-Mauritius-receptionne-son-premier-Airbus-A330neo_574337
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Air Mauritius receives its first A330neo 
Posted on April 20, 2019 at 10:00 by Ricardo Moraes 
 
Air Mauritius received its first Airbus A330neo on April 18 at a ceremony held at Airbus' Toulouse 
facility. With this delivery, the Mauritian carrier becomes the first airline to operate both Airbus 
A330neo and Airbus A350 . 
 
Air Mauritius has received the first of its two ordered A330-900s, equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 
7000 engines. Called "Aapravasi Ghat", the first of two aircraft leased from Air Lease Corp. (ALC) is 
configured to accommodate 28 passengers in Business Class and 298 in Economy. Not to mention the 
A330-900 that has just been delivered, the Mauritian operator also owns two A350-900s, two A330-
200s and three A340-300s in its long-haul fleet. She still owns two Airbus A319s. 
 
Air Mauritius will deploy its first Airbus A330-900 on routes to London , Geneva , India, Southeast 
Asia, Johannesburg, Reunion and Antananarivo . The fuel economy of the aircraft is about 14% higher 
than that of its predecessor. 
 

 
 
NEW ERA STARTS FOR AIR MAURITIUS AS FIRST A330NEO JOINS THE FLEET 
(Posted 19th April 2019) 
Air Mauritius yesterday took delivery of its first A330-900, on lease from ALC during a ceremony held 
in Toulouse. The National carrier of the Republic of Mauritius is the first A330neo operator based in 
the southern hemisphere, and the first airline in the world to operate a combination of both the 
A330neo and A350 XWB. 
 
Benefiting from the A330neo unbeatable operating economics and award-winning ‘Airspace‘ cabin, 
the aircraft named Aapravasi Ghat in reference to Mauritius’ history, will feature a two-class cabin 
with 28 business class seats and 260 economy class seats. The carrier will deploy the aircraft on 
routes connecting Mauritius to Europe (mainly London and Geneva), India and South East Asian 
routes and on regional destinations including Johannesburg, Antananarivo and Reunion Island. 
 
Air Mauritius CEO, Somas Appavou said during the handover ceremony: 
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“I am delighted to welcome our first Airbus A330neo, another milestone in our fleet modernization 
programme. The addition of two A330neos to our fleet, will bring more flexibility and efficiency to our 
operations while supporting our network strategy. The A330neo offers similar levels of comfort as the 
A350 XWB, which has received very favourable feedback from our customers. I strongly believe that 
with the addition of the A330neo to our fleet, Air Mauritius will further reinforce its focus and 
emphasis on the customer who are at the very core of our business model.” 
 
“Sugar and spice and all things nice! Like its namesake, inspired by the island’s history in developing 
the sugar industry, their first A330neo will pioneer Air Mauritius into a whole different level of 
efficiency and flexibility by operating both the A330neo and the A350 XWB, our latest generation 
widebodies”, said Christian Scherer, Airbus Chief Commercial Officer before adding: “Passengers will 
enjoy unmatched levels comfort in our award winning ‘Airspace by Airbus’ cabins on both aircraft. 
Well done to our trusted partner on being the world’s first airline to operate the A330neo and the 
A350 XWB together – a sweet combination! 
 
Air Mauritius currently operates 9 Airbus aircraft of which two are A350-900s, three A340-300s, two 
A330-200s and two A319s on its regional and long haul services. 
 
The A330neo Family is the new generation A330, comprising two versions: the A330-800 and A330-
900 sharing 99 percent commonality. It builds on the proven economics, versatility and reliability of 
the A330 Family, while reducing fuel consumption by about 25 percent per seat versus previous 
generation competitor aircraft and offering an unrivalled range capability. The A330neo is powered by 
Rolls-Royce’s latest-generation Trent 7000 engines and features a new wing with increased span and 
new A350 XWB-inspired Sharklets. 
 
With an order book of more than 1,700 aircraft from 120 customers to date, the A330 is the most 
popular widebody family in the world. 
https://atcnews.org/2019/04/19/airmauritius-takes-delivery-of-their-first-airbus-a339neo/  
 
 

 
 
Air Mauritius Takes Delivery of First Airbus A330-900neo 
April 22, 2019 
Air Mauritius has taken delivery of its first Airbus A330-900neo aircraft from Airbus. The delivery 
ceremony was performed on Thursday at the Airbus delivery centre in Toulouse, France. 
  
With the delivery, Air Mauritius has become the second African airline to fly the Airbus A330-900neo 
as well as the first airline in the world to operate both the A330neo and A350 XWB. 
  
Named Aapravasi Ghat, the two-class A330-900neo is configured with 288 seats including 28 in 
Business class and 260 in Economy class. 
 

https://atcnews.org/2019/04/19/airmauritius-takes-delivery-of-their-first-airbus-a339neo/
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Powered by Rolls Royce engines, the brand new A330neo landed in Mauritius on Friday 19 April after 
making a stopover in London where it was unveiled to the media. 
 
The A330-900neo is leased from ALC leasing company and will be deployed on the airline's long haul 
routes replacing the four-engine Airbus A340s. 
 
 

 
 
Air Mauritius receives its first Airbus A330neo! 
April 23, 2019 
 
Less than two years ago, The Travelers Club was invited by Airbus to deliver the first A350-900 from 
the Mauritian airline but also to the very first flight of the A330-900 . On this occasion, we conducted 
an interview with François Obé , Marketing Manager at Airbus, allowing us to better understand the 
specificities and characteristics of the A330neo .  

The A330neo with the colors of Air Mauritius. 
Last Wednesday, in Toulouse , Air Mauritius received its first Airbus A330neo , less than 2 years after 
the first test flight of this new aircraft. Thus, with this delivery, the airline of Mauritius has become the 
first operator of the A330neo based in the southern hemisphere and the first company in the world to 
exploit both the re-engined commercial success of Airbus and the ' A350XWB , the latest addition to 
the European aircraft manufacturer. 
 
But Air Mauritius is a loyal customer of Airbus . 
 
Indeed, until this delivery, it operated a fleet of 9 aircraft * signed Airbus that it positions on its 
regional and long-haul services: 
 
2 A350-900 (having joined the fleet since 2017 ) 
3 A340-300 (having joined the fleet since 1994 ) 
2 A330-200 (having joined the fleet since 2007 ) 
2 A319 (having joined the fleet since 2001 ) 
 
If the 3 Airbus A340s of the Mauritian fleet are undeniably aging, the joint exploitation of A350-900 
and A330-900 is a real renewal for Air Mauritius . 
 
As we know, the A330neo family represents the new A330 generation (note that it comes in two 
versions - A330-800 and A330-900 - and has a similarity of 99%). 
 
Airbus has analyzed the operating data of its customers to determine their needs and refine the 
profile of the re-engineered version of its best seller . 
 
On average, the A330 operating airlines have 13 such aircraft in the fleet,  with an average capacity of 
287 passengers and flight times of 5 hours and 30 minutes . Be careful however, as for any average, 
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some airlines maximize either the passenger capacity ( Air Asia X or XL Airways ), the flight time of the 
machines ( Finnair or Iberia ), or both ( Frenchbee or Edelweiss ) . 
 
Thus, Airbus has worked on the efficiency of the device allowing airlines to reduce by 25% their fuel 
consumption per seat (compared to previous versions of competition, namely the Boeing 767-300ER 
and 777-200ER ). In addition, the A330neo are equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 7000 engines to 
reduce fuel consumption by 11% compared to the A330ceo . It is thus easy to recognize the device re-
engineered by the size of its engines, larger than those of the A330ceo .  
 

"The engines of the A330neo are Rolls-Royce Trent 
7000 engines. These engines, completely new, have 
the particularity of integrating the technologies 
developed by our partner Rolls-Royce on the XWB. 
Indeed, the Trent XWB engine is the most efficient 
engine in the world, in the range of high capacity 
engines. The Trent 7000 brings these benefits "- 
François Obé , Marketing Manager for Airbus 
 
hese technological improvements are coupled with 

the new wing of the aircraft. Indeed, the size of the A330neo is more important ( 4 meters more 
bringing it to 64 meters ) and the Sharklets of this remotorized airplane are inspired by the 
technologies of A350XWB (namely the curved end of the wing). 
 
"(...) The aerodynamics of the wing of the Airbus A330 is so good that, in the development of the neo, 
few changes have been made so that it remains one of the most successful wings of the market. The 
aircraft has been expanded to approach the size of the A350 (because the larger the wing, the greater 
the efficiency in fuel consumption), made possible because the aircraft's structure is extremely 
healthy, and we know that the A330 is aging particularly well. This larger scale, this aerodynamic wing, 
make this aircraft a great success for Airbus "- François Obé , in charge of marketing for Airbus 
 
We will find it on board during the article dedicated to the delivery flight of the aircraft , the cabin is 
equipped with Airspace by Airbus . This allows Air Mauritius to offer a real consistency in the design of 
its cabins. Passengers benefit from an almost identical experience on board, regardless of the last 
generation aircraft operated by the company they are traveling on. The new interior of the A330neo, 
for example, has a differentiated reception area, larger luggage compartments, and new amenities, 
for example. 
 
If the A350-900 of Air Mauritius can accommodate up to 326 passengers divided into two classes of 
travel, the A330neo allows it to receive up to 288 travelers in identical conditions. Thus, the A330-900 
of Air Mauritius has a capacity of 28 seats in the cabin Business and 260 seats in the cabin Economy . 

Another significant advantage of the renewal of the Air Mauritius fleet : a similarity of cockpits 
allowing pilots to work on both the A350 and the A330neo . Indeed, Airbus promises that only 8 days 
are necessary for pilots to assimilate the differences that exist between the two types aircraft. This 
operational flexibility is necessary for smaller airlines such as Air Mauritius, where the human factor 
inevitably comes into play in investment choices. The pilots thus find the technologies of the 
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A350XWB like the Double Display Head High(HUD) or the Track Exit Prevention System ( ROPS ), 
unique to the European aircraft manufacturer. 
 
"One of the main strategic axes of Airbus is communality. This means that airlines benefit from a 
range of cost reductions in terms of teaching and training of pilots, flight crews and maintenance 
personnel, maintaining the maximum commonality between different types of aircraft. The A330 and 
the A330neo benefit from the A350XWB of a common type rating . Thus, in practice, a pilot is not a 
pilot of two different types but is, on a single line, able to fly from one day to another, an A350 or an 
A330 indistinctly "- François Obé , in charge Marketing for Airbus 
 
Ceremony. 
Pending the delivery flight to Air Mauritius on Thursday 18 April 2019 , the first A330-900 was 
connected to its parking position in Delivery Center of Airbus in Toulouse . The opportunity for us to 
appreciate the plane and its livery. 
 
Named Aapravasi Ghat , in reference to the history of Mauritius , the plane proudly bears its name on 
the cabin. Indeed, this name refers to a site on the island, near the capital of Port Louis , where Indian 
immigrant workers arrived in Mauritius by boat. 
 
For the record, the first Airbus A330neo of Air Mauritius is under contract leasing from of ALC . Thus, 
were present at this ceremony, the representatives of the aircraft manufacturer Airbus , the airline Air 
Mauritius , the landlord ALC and the motorist Rolls Royce .   
 
Air Mauritius is convinced to make a nice economic operation with the 2 A330neo ordered to Airbus 
(the second will join the Mauritian fleet next month). 
 
"I am delighted to welcome our first Airbus A330neo, which represents a new milestone in our fleet 
modernization program. The two A330s joining our fleet will provide us with greater flexibility and 
operational efficiency while supporting our network strategy "- Somas Appavou , Chief Executive 
Officer of Air Mauritius  
 
In addition, the airline's Chairman and CEO recalled that Air Mauritius was committed to the 
experience of its passengers on board and that the renewal of its fleet was essential to the spirit of its 
airline. 
 
"The A330neo has comfort levels similar to those of the A350XWB, for which we have received very 
favorable feedback from our customers. I am convinced that, thanks to this A330neo that 
complements our fleet, Air Mauritius will further strengthen its orientation and commitment to the 
customer, which is the center of our business model.  "- Somas Appavou , Chief Excecutive Officer of 
Air Mauritius 
 
On Airbus ' side , there is undeniable emphasis on the new features of the aircraft, including Airspace 
by Airbus . 
 
"Passengers will appreciate the unparalleled comfort levels offered by our award-winning cabin - 
Airspace by Airbus - on these two aircraft (A350-900 and A330-900, ed). We congratulate our trusted 
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partner, which becomes the first company in the world to jointly operate the A330neo and the 
A350XWB - a combination of excellence! - Christian Scherer , Chief Commercial Officer of Airbus 
 

We find the traditional exchange of gifts, according to the 
protocol, between the different protagonists of this delivery: 
Airbus , Air Mauritius , ALC and Rolls Royce  ... 
 
Conclusion. 
The A330 is certainly the best seller of the aircraft manufacturer. 
 
For this aircraft, Airbus recorded 1,734 orders (as at March 31, 

2019 ), including 238 A330neo . There are 120 airlines that are customers of these types of aircraft. At 
the same time, Airbus has already delivered 1,444 aircraft to more than 100 customers including 6 
A330neo : TAP Air Portugal , Air Senegal and Air Mauritius . An important back log . 
 
The European aircraft manufacturer likes to remind that the arrival of the Dreamliner did not weaken 
the orders of his best seller . Since the launch of the Boeing 787 , Airbus has booked orders for 1,200 
A330s . 
 
Air Mauritius has become the first airline in the world to commercially exploit both the A350XWB but 
also the A330neo . This new integration will enable it to optimize its operating costs and improve its 
operational flexibility. 
 
Finally, in comparison with the Airbus A340 of the airline, with these two new aircraft, the comfort 
and the experience of the passengers is clearly re-evaluated! 
https://thetravelersclub.boardingarea.com/air-mauritius-receptionne-son-premier-airbus-
a330neo/  
 
 

 
 
Air Mauritius receives its first A330neo. 
by Samir Belhassen - April 19, 
 
Tunisia-Tribune (Air Mauritius) - Air Mauritius has received its first A330-900, operated under a lease 
contract with ALC, during a ceremony held in Toulouse. The national airline of the Republic of 
Mauritius is the first operator of the Southern-based A330neo and the first company in the world to 
operate both the A330neo and the A350 XWB. 
 
This aircraft, named Aapravasi Ghat in reference to the history of Mauritius, will be equipped with a 
cabin presenting a configuration biclassous with 28 seats in business class and 260 seats in economy 
class and will profit from the unparalleled operational profitability of the A330neo and from the 
award-winning Airspace cabin. The airline will deploy this aircraft on routes connecting Mauritius to 
Europe (mainly London and Geneva), as well as routes to India and Southeast Asia and regional 
destinations, including Johannesburg, Antananarivo and the United States. Reunion Island. 

https://thetravelersclub.boardingarea.com/air-mauritius-receptionne-son-premier-airbus-a330neo/
https://thetravelersclub.boardingarea.com/air-mauritius-receptionne-son-premier-airbus-a330neo/


 

16 | 
 

 
"I am delighted to welcome our first Airbus A330neo, which represents a new milestone in our fleet 
modernization program. The two A330neos joining our fleet will provide us with more flexibility and 
operational efficiency while supporting our network strategy. The A330neo displays comfort levels 
similar to those of the A350 XWB, for which we have received very favorable feedback from our 
customers. I am convinced that, thanks to this A330neo that complements our fleet, Air Mauritius will 
further strengthen its focus and commitment to the customer, which is the center of our business 
model, "said Somas Appavou, CEO of Air Mauritius. 
 
"  On the road of sugar and spices! Like the historic site of which it is named, inspired by the 
development of the sugar industry during the history of Mauritius, the first Air Mauritius A330neo will 
propel the company to a whole new level of efficiency and flexibility thanks to the joint operation of 
the A330neo and the A350 XWB, our new-generation widebody aircraft, "said Christian Scherer , Chief 
Commercial Officer of Airbus. "  Passengers will appreciate the unmatched comfort levels offered by 
our award-winning 'Airspace by Airbus' cabin on these two aircraft. We congratulate our trusted 
partner, which becomes the first airline in the world to jointly operate the A330neo and the A350 
XWB - a combination of excellence ! " 
 
Air Mauritius currently operates 9 Airbus aircraft (two A350-900s, three A340-300s, two A330-200s 
and two A319s) on its regional and long-haul services. 
 
The A330neo family represents the new generation of A330s and comes in two versions: the A330-
800 and the A330-900, which show a similarity of 99 percent. These aircraft benefit from the A330 
family's proven track record, proven versatility and technical consistency, while reducing fuel 
consumption by 25 percent per seat compared to previous-generation competitors, as well as 
improving fuel efficiency. 'an unparalleled range of action. The A330neo are powered by new 
generation Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines and a new, larger wing with Sharklets inspired by the A350 
XWB. 
With an order book now amounting to more than 1700 devices for 120 customers, the A330 
represents the most popular family of large aircraft. 
https://www.tunisie-tribune.com/2019/04/19/air-mauritius-receptionne-son-premier-a330neo/  
 
 

 
 
Air Mauritius receives new airbus aircraft from Air Lease Corporation 
24-04-2019 
 
Air Lease Corporation has announced the delivery of one new Airbus A330-900neo aircraft on long-
term lease to Air Mauritius. 
 
Featuring Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines, the Airbus aircraft is the first of two A330-900neos to 
deliver to the airline from ALC’s order book with Airbus. 
 

https://www.tunisie-tribune.com/2019/04/19/air-mauritius-receptionne-son-premier-a330neo/
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“ALC is delighted to announce the delivery of this first of two new A330-900neo aircraft with Air 
Mauritius,” said Steven F. Udvar-Házy, Executive Chairman of Air Lease Corporation. “The investment 
in these new-technology aircraft contributes to Air Mauritius’ objective to maintain the most modern 
and versatile aircraft to stay competitive in the market.” 
 
“We are very pleased to introduce the A330-900neo to Air Mauritius’ fleet,” said Kishore Korde, 
Executive Vice President of Air Lease Corporation. 
 
“This delivery marks the 25th anniversary of the ALC team’s leasing relationship with our friends at Air 
Mauritius, and we look forward to a continued strong bond with the airline as it expands its fleet and 
route network.” 
https://africabusinesscommunities.com/news/air-mauritius-receives-new-airbus-aircraft-from-air-
lease-corporation/ 
 
 

 
 
Air Mauritius adds first A330-900neo, ends KLM joint venture 
Air Mauritius (MK, Mauritius) took delivery of its first A330-900neo on April 18. The Rolls-Royce Trent 
7000-72 powered aircraft is equipped with 260 seats in Economy and 28 seats in Business Class. It is 
the first of two units the Mauritian national carrier will lease from Air Lease Corporation. 
 
Following TAP Air Portugal (TP, Lisbon) and Air Sénégal (HC, Dakar Blaise Diagne Int'l) (whose A330neo 
is operated by Hi Fly Malta (HFM, Malta Int'l)), Air Mauritius is the third operator of the type 
worldwide. 
 
Initially, it plans to use the aircraft on its routes from Mauritius to Antananarivo, Bangalore Int'l, 
Chennai, Johannesburg O.R. Tambo, Kuala Lumpur Int'l, London Heathrow, Mumbai Int'l, Singapore 
Changi, and St. Denis de la Réunion. 
 
According to a news report by L'Express, the six-month delay in delivery of the two aircraft has forced 
the carrier to extend the leases on two A340-300s that were supposed to be retired in November and 
December last year. Defimedia has reported that Air Mauritius and ALC are currently in negotiations 
regarding potential compensation for the financial losses caused to Air Mauritius as a result of the 
delivery delay. The second A330neo is now expected to arrive later this month. 
 
Air Mauritius currently operates two A350-900s, three A340-300s, two A330-200s, two A319-100s, 
and three ATR72-500s. Another two A350-900s are due later this year with the final fifth and sixth 
A350s having been deferred to 2023. 
 
In other news, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines (KL, Amsterdam Schiphol) and Air Mauritius have announced 
that their joint venture operation between Mauritius and Amsterdam will be suspended from October 
27, 2019. The Mauritian carrier operates a 2x weekly, year-round A340-300 service on the route while 
KLM operated 3x weekly using B787-9s during Northern winters 2017/2018 and 2018/2019 but has 

https://africabusinesscommunities.com/news/air-mauritius-receives-new-airbus-aircraft-from-air-lease-corporation/
https://africabusinesscommunities.com/news/air-mauritius-receives-new-airbus-aircraft-from-air-lease-corporation/
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cancelled its services during the next winter season. Air France (AF, Paris CDG) and Air Mauritius will, 
however, continue to cooperate. 
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/77416-air-mauritius-adds-first-a330-900neo-
ends-klm-joint-venture  
 
Also appears on ATW Online: https://atwonline.com/aircraft-orders-deliveries/air-mauritius-
takes-first-airbus-a330neo-end-klm-jv-october  
 
 

 
 
Air Mauritius receives its first Airbus A330-900neo 
Air Mauritius has taken delivery of its first Airbus A330-900neo aircraft. The national carrier of the 
Republic of Mauritius becomes the first airline to operate both the A330neo and A350 jets. 
 
I am delighted to welcome our first Airbus A330neo, another milestone in our fleet modernisation 
programme. The addition of two A330neos to our fleet will bring more flexibility and efficiency to our 
operations while supporting our network strategy. 
Somas Appavou, Air Mauritius CEO 
The airline’s first A330neo is powered by Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines and features a two-class 
cabin layout with 28 business class and 260 economy class seats. Air Mauritius plans to deploy the 
aircraft on long-haul routes from Mauritius to Europe, India and South East Asia. 
 
Air Mauritius currently operates a fleet of 13 airplanes, including two Airbus A319, two A330-200, 
three A340-300 and two A350-900 airliners. Besides the Airbus aircraft, ATR 72 turboprops are used 
on regional flights. The airline has a one more A330neo on order, which is also leased from Air Lease 
Corporation (ALC), along with four outstanding A350-900 orders, with deliveries scheduled until 2023. 
Both these next-generation long-haul aircraft types will be used to replace the older, four-engined 
A340-300. 
https://www.ifn.news/posts/air-mauritius-receives-its-first-airbus-a330-900neo/  
 
 

AIR MAURITIUS RECEIVES FIRST AIRBUS A330NEO 
April 19, 2019 
 
Air Mauritius has received their first Airbus A330-900neo, making them the first 
airline to operate both the A330neo and A350 together. 

 
In a delivery ceremony held in Toulouse France, Air Mauritius took delivery of the aircraft with media 
and executives attending. Rather than being purchased outright, Air Mauritius is leasing the aircraft 
from Air Lease Corporation. 
 
Air Mauritius CEO, Somas Appavou, reflected on the delivery in the following statement: 

https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/77416-air-mauritius-adds-first-a330-900neo-ends-klm-joint-venture
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/77416-air-mauritius-adds-first-a330-900neo-ends-klm-joint-venture
https://atwonline.com/aircraft-orders-deliveries/air-mauritius-takes-first-airbus-a330neo-end-klm-jv-october
https://atwonline.com/aircraft-orders-deliveries/air-mauritius-takes-first-airbus-a330neo-end-klm-jv-october
https://www.ifn.news/posts/air-mauritius-receives-its-first-airbus-a330-900neo/


19 | 

“The A330neo offers similar levels of comfort as the A350 XWB, which has received very favourable 
feedback from our customers.” 

He added: “I strongly believe that with the addition of the A330neo to our fleet, Air Mauritius will 
further reinforce its focus and emphasis on the customer who are at the very core of our business 
model.” 

Fitted with the Airspace by Airbus cabin, Air Mauritius has configured their A330neo in a two-class 
configuration. The following table breaks down the cabin: 

Class Seat Count 
Business 28 
Economy 260 

Air Mauritius receives first Airbus A330neo 
Powered exclusively by two Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines, the Airbus A330neo will fit Air Mauritius’ 
plans to fly the aircraft to Europe, India and Southeast Asia. 
Additionally, regional destinations are in mind, with Johannesburg, Antananarivo and Réunion. 
https://samchui.com/2019/04/19/air-mauritius-receives-first-airbus-
a330neo/#.XMgYrWgzaM8  

NAVVA.ORG 
(Senegalese blog) 
New aircraft in January and April 2019: delivery delay disturbs Air Mauritius 
Économie, senegal 

Air Mauritius will receive the two new A330-900 Neo a few months later, in January and April 2019. 
Except in the same year, the arrival of two other aircraft is planned. To reduce the financial burden, 
the company asks Airbus to spread the delivery. 

While she had to receive her two  A330-900 Neo, Aapravasi Ghat and Chagos archipelago, in 
September and October last, Air Mauritius will be delivered in January and April 2019 in Toulouse, 
France. This delay plunges the national aviation company into a degree of shame in terms of 
finances, as the arrival of two other aircraft, the A350-900, is scheduled for the end of 2019. 

The acquisition of four long-haul aircraft in one year is a financial burden for a small airline such as 
Air Mauritius. And the constant rise in the oil price forces Air Mauritius to adjust its flight program 
accordingly to eliminate so many unnecessary or avoidable costs. 

In an environment where oil prices are high, calls are in progress with Airbus to spread the 
deployment of the two A350-900s, which are expected to be operational by the end of next year. A 
financial compensation for the A330-900 delay has also been considered, as this problem forces Air 
Mauritius to review its flight plans and delay the opening of the Plaisance / Bangkok route. 

The national company is not the only one that suffers the same difficulty. At the root of the problem 
lies the company Rolls-Royce, whose engines of this prestigious British brand are used by Air 
Mauritius aircraft, which do not meet Airbus's backlog. By the end of October, it had to deliver thirty 

https://samchui.com/2019/04/19/air-mauritius-receives-first-airbus-a330neo/#.XMgYrWgzaM8
https://samchui.com/2019/04/19/air-mauritius-receives-first-airbus-a330neo/#.XMgYrWgzaM8
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Trent 7000 engines, so far it has only been able to deliver ten. Consequence: Airbus does not deliver 
all A330-900 that it had promised for the current year. 
 
The lease contracts for the last two aircraft expire in November and December of this year. The two 
new aircraft Air Mauritius has rented from Air Lease Corp have the great advantage of consuming 
less kerosene. Their fuel consumption is 20% lower. The A330 Neo are medium ways. These devices 
are placed in destinations in India, China, South Africa and Singapore and Thailand. 
 
In addition to the four 2019 aircraft, two more A350-900s are expected to strengthen the national 
aviation fleet in 2023. 
https://navva.org/senegal/senegal/new-aircraft-in-january-and-april-2019-delivery-delay-disturbs-
air-mauritius/ 
 
 
3. Uganda acquisition of A330neo 
 

 
 

Opinion: Why the Revived Uganda Airlines Will not Collapse  
World over, the CRJ series has revolutionalised regional travel. Its safety record is 
second to none. Compared to its competitors, it is cheaper and easier to maintain. 
With the new ATMOSPHÈRE cabin, the CRJ series aircraft continues to be the 
benchmark for regional aviation. The other aircraft to be included in Uganda 
Airlines fleet are two Airbus A330neo’s. Incorporating the latest-generation Rolls-
Royce Trent 7000 engines, along with aerodynamic improvements – including new 
composite Sharklet 

By Besi Ndereya 
In 1914, Claude Grahame White observed: “What railways have done for nations, airways will do for 
the world.” Sixty-two years later, Uganda formed her national carrier – Uganda Airlines. Like many 
parastatals of the day, it was systematically mismanaged first by Idi Amin and then by Milton Obote. 
 
On 17th October 1988, Uganda Airlines flight 775 a Boeing 707-338C, registration 5X-UBC crashed 
while attempting to land at Fiumicino Airport in Rome. Sadly 33 of the 52 people aboard lost their 
lives. The probable cause of the crash was determined to be "The crew's lack of adequate preparation 
in the procedure for a Non-Precision Approach on runway 34L..." Uganda at the time was a very poor 
economy. This crash severely strained what meagre resources Uganda Airlines had. 
 
By March 1990, Uganda Airlines had a reduced fleet that included one Boeing 707-320C, two Fokker 
F27-600s, one Lockheed L-100-30, one Twin Otter and one B-N Trislander. In 1994, desperately trying 
to keep afloat, a Boeing 737 was leased from Air Zimbabwe to serve Bujumbura and Kigali as well as 
Tel Aviv. By 1996, the European Union meanwhile was toying with the idea of creating a single Civil 

https://navva.org/senegal/senegal/new-aircraft-in-january-and-april-2019-delivery-delay-disturbs-air-mauritius/
https://navva.org/senegal/senegal/new-aircraft-in-january-and-april-2019-delivery-delay-disturbs-air-mauritius/
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Aviation agency. The United Kingdom, France, Germany and even Italy had all enacted stringent 
conditions for their Airspace. Aircrafts like the Boeing 707 operated by many African countries were 
banned and with more growing operational challenges, all European routes operated by Uganda 
Airlines were discontinued in 1998. 
 
To try and save the Airline, government opted to either find a strategic partner who could make 
critical investment decisions (like newer aircraft, better trained personnel etc.) or sell the entire 
business. Though there was considerable interest in the Airline, by 1999 only South African Airways 
bid for a 49% stake in the business. Facing strong legislative (parliamentary) opposition, SAA 
abandoned this quest. Left with no option, government liquidated Uganda airlines in May 2001. On 
Tuesday April 23rd 2019, with much fanfare two brand new Bombardier CRJ900NG’s touched down at 
Entebbe. These are part of a brand-new fleet for the recently revived Uganda Airlines. 
 
In his fifth manifesto for Uganda, president Museveni, on page 263, promised to revive the national 
carrier. One of the many reasons given was that the airline would leverage Uganda as a premier 
tourist, conference and business destination in Africa. Entebbe airport continues to grow its traffic. In 
2018 it handled 1,840,264 passengers – the vast majority of them being Ugandans travelling mainly to 
the Far East (China) as well as to Turkey and Dubai for business. Exports through Entebbe were at 
40,440 tons. These numbers scream for a National Carrier. Many citizens though continue to ask 
themselves one major question; ‘If the first airline failed, why will this be any different?’ 
 
World over, the CRJ series has revolutionalised regional travel. Its safety record is second to none. 
Compared to its competitors, it is cheaper and easier to maintain. With the new ATMOSPHÈRE cabin, 
the CRJ series aircraft continues to be the benchmark for regional aviation. The other aircraft to be 
included in Uganda Airlines fleet are two Airbus A330neo’s. Incorporating the latest-generation Rolls-
Royce Trent 7000 engines, along with aerodynamic improvements – including new composite 
Sharklet wingtip devices – as well as increased lift and reduced drag, the A330neo is a more efficient 
aircraft that will generate savings through reduced fuel burn. This aircraft, which typically seats 
287people and has a 13,334km range is ideal for long haul flights. On the side of personnel, the 
Managing Director of Uganda Airlines Eng. Ephraim Kalyebara Bagenda is an aeronautical engineer 
with over 20 years of experience in the Airline Industry. Eng. Bagenda for 6 years helped grow 
RwandAir from a tiny state enterprise into a genuine African Brand. 
 
The board of directors is headed by Capt. Gad Gasatuura – a retired flight Captain of International 
repute and successful businessman. With their guidance, Uganda Airlines has recruited very 
competent pilots, first officers and flight engineers. This intelligent mix of aircraft and personnel to 
me presents a matrix of opportunity for Uganda. An opportunity to strategically grow brand Uganda 
as a premier tourist, business and conference hub on the continent. It presents an opportunity to 
continuously grow the competence of our human resource in modern aeronautics. It also shows that 
management is aware of the unique challenges faced in the Airline business. Uganda is on a forward 
march to becoming a nation of Strivers and not Scroungers. Let’s fly the Crane. 
https://kampalapost.com/content/news/opinion-why-revived-uganda-airlines-will-not-
collapse  
 
 
 

https://kampalapost.com/content/news/opinion-why-revived-uganda-airlines-will-not-collapse
https://kampalapost.com/content/news/opinion-why-revived-uganda-airlines-will-not-collapse
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Uganda Airlines firms up orders for Airbus A330neo 
The Independent  April 8, 2019 

Kampala, Uganda | THE INDEPENDENT | Uganda Airlines, the national carrier of Uganda, has firmed 
up its order for two A330-800 airliners, the latest version of the most popular A330 widebody airliner. 

They become only the second airline to own the new aircraft. Kuwait Airways is the only other 
customer for the A330-800, with an order for eight. 

According to a statement from Airbus, the planes will be fitted with the new Airspace by Airbus cabin. 
“The A330neo will bring a range of benefits to Uganda Airlines and its customers, offering unrivalled 
efficiencies combined with the most modern cabin.” 

Uganda Airlines plans to use the A330-800 to build its medium and long-haul network with the 
aircraft offering cutting-edge technology along with more efficient operations 

Launched in July 2014, the A330neo Family is the new generation A330, comprising two versions: the 
A330-800 and A330-900 sharing 99 percent commonality. 

The plane, according to Airbus, builds on the proven economics, versatility and reliability of the A330 
Family, while reducing fuel consumption by about 25 percent per seat versus previous generation 
competitors and increasing range by up to 1,500 nm compared to the majority of A330s in operation. 

The A330neo is powered by Rolls-Royce’s latest-generation Trent 7000 engines and features a new 
wing with increased span and new A350 XWB-inspired Sharklets. The cabin provides the comfort of 
the new Airspace amenities including state-of-the-art passenger inflight entertainment and Wifi 
connectivity systems, amongst others. 

Meanwhile, Uganda’s Parliament last month approved a government request for a sh280 billion 
supplementary budget to purchase two other bombardier planes from Canada. 

The two planes are expected to arrive in Uganda on April 23, 2019, months ahead of the A330neo 
fleet. 

Uganda Airlines Orders 2 A330-800neos 
By Jay Singh 
April 9, 2019 

In 2018, at the Farnborough Airshow, Uganda Airlines signed a Memorandum of Understanding with 
Airbus for two A330-800neo aircraft. Recently, Uganda Airlines firmed their order for two of the 
smaller A330neo aircraft. 
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Uganda Airlines signed an MOU for 2 A330-800neo aircraft in 2018. Photo: Airbus 
Order for the A330-800 
Uganda Airlines ordered two A330-800neo aircraft for their medium- and long-haul routes. The A330-
800 has a range of up to 8,150 nautical miles. The A330-800s for Uganda Airlines will be powered by 
Rolls-Royce’s Trent 7000 engines. 
 
Uganda Airlines is one of two customers for the A330-800. Kuwait Airways placed an order for eight of 
the type. As a result, Uganda Airlines’ order brings the total A330-800 aircraft on order to 10. For 
Airbus, this new order does show that there may be some interest in the aircraft. However, Airbus will 
need to aggressively market and rack up more orders for the A330-800 in order to deem the program 
successful. 
 
The A330-800 is the smaller version of the A330neo. Photo: Airbus 
As of now, the A330-800 is  undergoing testing and has not entered service yet. The larger version of 
the A330neo, the A330-900, has already entered service with TAP Portugal. North American launch 
customer, Delta Airlines, will also enter the A330-900 into service soon. 
 
Configuration 
According to Airbus, the A330-800 can hold 257 passengers in a typical 3-class configuration. On the 
other hand, up to 406 passengers can occupy the A330-800 in a high-density configuration. 
 
Uganda Airlines has chosen to outfit their A330-800s with 261 passengers in a three-class 
configuration. The layout accommodates 20 passengers in business class, 28 seats in premium 
economy, and 213 passengers in the economy cabin. 
 
Based on the configuration, it seems like Uganda Airlines would go for a four abreast business class 
configuration. The reverse herringbone seat fits this kind of description. In addition, a variation 
Turkish Airlines’ new business class seat could also be an option. Uganda Airlines will perhaps seek 
lower costs and go for a standardized product rather than introducing a cutting edge, new seat. 
 
For premium economy, it seems like Uganda Airlines will choose to fit a comfortable seven seats per 
row in a 2-3-2 configuration. Meanwhile, in economy, Uganda Airlines’ A330-800 should retain the 
comfortable 2-4-2 configuration. Towards the rear, where the fuselage narrows, it is likely Uganda 
Airlines will transition to a 2-3-2 configuration. Regardless, this configuration makes economy class 
more comfortable than most nine-abreast 787s. 
 
Uganda Airlines should have a comfortable A330-800. Photo: Airbus 
Routes 
Uganda Airlines will operate their hub from Entebbe International Airport. Uganda Airlines has 
indicated a few long-haul routes that they could serve: 
 
Dubai,London, Mumbai, Guangzhou.   As expected, the A330-800 could comfortably fly those routes. 
 
Overall 
Uganda Airlines is the revived version of Uganda’s flag carrier. The airline has ambitious plans as they 
seek to use their A330 to set up medium- and long-haul operations. To complement these, Uganda 
Airlines has an order for Bombardier CRJ aircraft that will commence delivery later this month. 
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Uganda Airlines firms up orders for two Airbus A330neo aircraft 
 
KAMPALA – Uganda Airlines has firmed up its order for two A330-800 airliners, the latest version of 
the most popular A330 widebody airliner. 
 
Fitted with the new Airspace by Airbus cabin, the A330neo will bring a range of benefits to Uganda 
Airlines and its customers, offering unrivalled efficiencies combined with the most modern cabin. 
 
Uganda Airlines plans to use the A330-800 to build its medium and long-haul network with the 
aircraft offering cutting-edge technology along with more efficient operations 
 
Launched in July 2014, the A330neo Family is the new generation A330, comprising two versions: 
the A330-800 and A330-900 sharing 99 percent commonality. It builds on the proven economics, 
versatility and reliability of the A330 Family, while reducing fuel consumption by about 25 percent 
per seat versus previous generation competitors and increasing range by up to 1,500 nm compared 
to the majority of A330s in operation. 
 
The A330neo is powered by Rolls-Royce’s latest-generation Trent 7000 engines and features a new 
wing with increased span and new A350 XWB-inspired Sharklets. The cabin provides the comfort of 
the new Airspace amenities including state-of-the-art passenger inflight entertainment and Wifi 
connectivity systems, amongst others. 
 
The first Bombardier jet for the revived Uganda Airlines is scheduled to arrive in the country on April 
32 according to Don Wanyama, the senior presidential press secretary. 
 
Mr. Wanyama did not give details of the remaining three Bombardiers. 
 
“…On April 23rd, at exactly 3pm, the first of the @UG_Airlines [Uganda Airlines] Bombardier CRJ900 
will touch down at Entebbe International Airport,” he noted adding “and that, will mark the revival 
of the airlines,” reads a hist tweet. 
 
Last year, Uganda ordered for four CRJ900 regional jets with Bombardier Commercial Aircraft, as 
part of the much-anticipated plan for the revival of Uganda Airlines. 
 
The first jet was supposed to have been delivered on Sunday April 8 this year, but government kept 
pushing forward the arrival time.  Eventually when the first jet arrives, Mr. Wanyama said that, will 
mark the revival of the airlines.” 
 
Mr. Ephraim Bagenda, the acting Uganda Airlines CEO said that upon arrival, Uganda Airlines will 
start the certification process which will take about two months. 
“All of them are Ugandans and some of them have completed their training and some of them are 
still undergoing training. We have got 24 captains; 12 captains and 12 first officers or co-pilots,” he 
said. 
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Uganda Airline first Bombardier CRJ-900 hit the skies for the first test flight from Montreal Mirabel 
international airport, Canada on February 17, 2019. 
 
An 8-minute video clip was uploaded on YouTube showing the test flight. The video clip triggered 
excitement among Ugandans.  
http://www.pmldaily.com/news/2019/04/uganda-airlines-firms-up-orders-for-two-airbus-a330neo-
aircraft.html 
 

 
 
Uganda Acquires 2 Airbus Planes as it Seeks to Revive its National Carrier 
 by Carolyne Tanui 
 April 15, 2019 
 
Uganda has bought two new Airbus A330-800 Neo order aircraft which will boost the revival of 
Uganda’s national carrier, Air Uganda. 
 
Monica Azuba Ntenge, Minister for Works and Transport, said Shs $10 million was already paid for 
each aircraft on April 5. 
 
Another payment will be made in October 2019 and a final one in October 2020, when the first A330 
is expected to be delivered. 
 
The two planes will are expected to boost the growth of second phase of Uganda’s aviation growth  
 
It will be used for flights scheduled to the United Kingdom and the Far East. 
 
Uganda Airlines had announced plans to begin commercial services in June and has said that it will 
operate 19 intra-African routes in the first phase. 
 
The A330-800 features a three-class seating layout of 257 passengers comprising of 20 business, 28 
premium economy and 213 economy class seats. 
 
The jetliner incorporates the latest-generation Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines, along with multiple 
aerodynamic improvements. 
 
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/uganda-acquires-2-airbus-planes-as-it-seeks-to-revive-its-national-
carrier/ 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pmldaily.com/news/2019/04/uganda-airlines-firms-up-orders-for-two-airbus-a330neo-aircraft.html
http://www.pmldaily.com/news/2019/04/uganda-airlines-firms-up-orders-for-two-airbus-a330neo-aircraft.html
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/author/carolyne-tanui/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/uganda-acquires-2-airbus-planes-as-it-seeks-to-revive-its-national-carrier/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/uganda-acquires-2-airbus-planes-as-it-seeks-to-revive-its-national-carrier/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/uganda-acquires-2-airbus-planes-as-it-seeks-to-revive-its-national-carrier/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/
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Sub Text: 
Mary Serumaga is a 
Ugandan essayist, graduated 
in Law from King's College, 
London, and attained an Msc 
in Intelligent Management 
Systems from the Southbank.  
 
Her work in civil service 
reform in East Africa lead to 
an interest in the nature of 
public service in Africa and 
the political influences under 
which it is delivered. 

https://www.theeastafricanreview.info/op-eds/2019/04/06/the-great-flying-crane-heist/  
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Uganda Airlines firms order for two A330neo 
Posted 8 April 2019 ·  
 
Uganda Airlines, the national carrier of Uganda, has firmed up its order for two A330-800s, the latest 
version of the A330 widebody airliner. 
 
Fitted with the new Airspace by Airbus cabin, the A330neo is set to bring a range of benefits to 
Uganda Airlines and its customers. 
 
Uganda Airlines plans to use the A330-800 to build its medium and long-haul network with the 
aircraft offering cutting-edge technology along with more efficient operations 
 
Launched in July 2014, the A330neo Family is the new generation A330, comprising two versions: the 
A330-800 and A330-900 sharing 99% commonality.  
 
The A330neo is powered by Rolls-Royce’s latest-generation Trent 7000 engines and features a new 
wing with increased span and new A350 XWB-inspired Sharklets. The cabin provides new Airspace 
amenities, including state-of-the-art passenger inflight entertainment and Wifi connectivity systems. 
 
Also appearing in : 
 

 
 
Uganda Airlines firms up orders for two Airbus A330neo aircraft 
By Juergen T Steinmetz - April 8, 2019789 
https://www.eturbonews.com/249219/uganda-airlines-firms-up-orders-for-two-airbus-
a330neo-aircraft  
 

 
Uganda Airlines confirms order for two A330neo aircraft 
Written by defenceWeb - 8th Apr 2019 
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/uganda-airlines-confirms-order-for-two-
a330neo-aircraft/  
 
 

https://www.eturbonews.com/249219/uganda-airlines-firms-up-orders-for-two-airbus-a330neo-aircraft
https://www.eturbonews.com/249219/uganda-airlines-firms-up-orders-for-two-airbus-a330neo-aircraft
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/uganda-airlines-confirms-order-for-two-a330neo-aircraft/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/uganda-airlines-confirms-order-for-two-a330neo-aircraft/
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Uganda Airlines Orders Two A330neo Aircraft 
ByAviation TribunePosted on April 8, 201 
https://aviationtribune.com/airlines/africa/uganda-airlines-orders-two-a330neo-aircraft/ 
 
 

 
Top Uganda airline seals deal for two Airbus planes 
 April 10, 2019 
https://thebusinesstimes.co.tz/top-uganda-airline-seals-deal-for-two-airbus-planes/  
 

 
Uganda Airlines firms up orders for two Airbus A330neo aircraft 
Posted By : STAT Times 09-04-2019 12:24:00 
https://www.stattimes.com/index.php/uganda-airlines-firms-up-orders-for-two-airbus-a330neo-
aircraft-aviation  
 
 

 
Uganda Airlines orders two Airbus A330neo aircraft 
April 11, 2019 
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/index.php/uganda-airlines-orders-two-airbus-a330neo-aircraft-
aviation  
 

 
Uganda Airlines firms up an order commitment for two Airbus A330-800 
By Geoffery Serugo - April 8, 2019 
https://eagle.co.ug/2019/04/08/uganda-airlines-firms-up-an-order-commitment-for-two-airbus-
a330-800.html 
 
 
 
 

https://aviationtribune.com/airlines/africa/uganda-airlines-orders-two-a330neo-aircraft/
https://thebusinesstimes.co.tz/top-uganda-airline-seals-deal-for-two-airbus-planes/
https://thebusinesstimes.co.tz/top-uganda-airline-seals-deal-for-two-airbus-planes/
https://www.stattimes.com/index.php/uganda-airlines-firms-up-orders-for-two-airbus-a330neo-aircraft-aviation
https://www.stattimes.com/index.php/uganda-airlines-firms-up-orders-for-two-airbus-a330neo-aircraft-aviation
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/index.php/uganda-airlines-orders-two-airbus-a330neo-aircraft-aviation
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/index.php/uganda-airlines-orders-two-airbus-a330neo-aircraft-aviation
https://eagle.co.ug/2019/04/08/uganda-airlines-firms-up-an-order-commitment-for-two-airbus-a330-800.html
https://eagle.co.ug/2019/04/08/uganda-airlines-firms-up-an-order-commitment-for-two-airbus-a330-800.html
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Uganda acquires two Airbus A330-800Neo worth $20 million as it moves to revive its national 
carrier 
https://www.pulse.com.gh/bi/finance/a-peek-inside-ugandas-airbus-a330-800neo-worth-dollar10-
million/g244fje 
 

 
 
Uganda Airlines confirms order for two Airbus A330-800 airliners 
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/other/472714-uganda-airlines-confirms-order-for-two-
airbus-a330-800-airliners 
 
4. EgyptAir EIS of Boeing 787 
 

 

EgyptAir to receive its second Boeing 787 Dreamliner 
April 13,2019 
A delegation from EgyptAir has left Cairo on Saturday to Seattle city, in order to receive its 
second Boeing Dreamliner B787-9 model, as part of a long-term US$6 billion deal to 
purchase six aircraft, signed at the Dubai Airshow 2017. 

On March 28, the Cairo International Airport received its first Dreamliner aircraft and on 
April it took off on its first flight to Kuwait, after the plane joined the company’s fleet. 

EgyptAir operates this type of aircraft on Shanghai, China, Tokyo, New York and Bangkok 
flights, as it is capable of traveling between 14,800 to 15,700 km non-stop and has 20 
percent less fuel consumption than its counterparts in commercial aircraft. 

The Boeing 787 Dreamliners are powered by Rolls Royce engines to fly over long distances. 
Its capacity ranges between 210 to 330 passengers. 

EgyptAir announced earlier that from July 2019 to May 2020, it would receive 12 Airbus 
220/300 aircraft, which were produced by Bombardier of Canada before being acquired by 
Airbus. 

In January 2020, the company will start receiving 15 Airbus A320, the latest and most 
advanced Airbus A320 to date, and another 12 Airbus 220/300 aircraft. 

https://www.pulse.com.gh/bi/finance/a-peek-inside-ugandas-airbus-a330-800neo-worth-dollar10-million/g244fje
https://www.pulse.com.gh/bi/finance/a-peek-inside-ugandas-airbus-a330-800neo-worth-dollar10-million/g244fje
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/other/472714-uganda-airlines-confirms-order-for-two-airbus-a330-800-airliners
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/other/472714-uganda-airlines-confirms-order-for-two-airbus-a330-800-airliners
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This deal will update 50 percent of the size of the fleet, the company said, adding that the 
second phase of fleet upgrades will be from 2019 to 2027. 

Edited translation from Al-Masry Al-Youm 

https://ww.egyptindependent.com/egyptair-to-receive-its-second-boeing-787-dreamliner/ 
 
5. Rolls-Royce Tay 611-8 engine achieves 10 million flying hours 

 

 

Rolls-Royce Tay 611-8 engine achieves 10 million flying hours 

17TH APRIL 2019 

The Rolls-Royce Tay 611-8 engine, which entered service in 1987, recently achieved another 
incredible milestone by reaching 10 million flying hours in nearly 5 million flights. 

The engine powers a range of Gulfstream’s highly successful large-cabin business aircraft, such as the 
Gulfstream GIV, GIV-SP, G300 and G400, and has established a reputation for outstanding 
dependability, efficiency and low noise generation. 

The performance of the Tay 611-8 enabled the Gulfstream GIV to revolutionise the business aviation 
market with its high cruising speed and the intercontinental range of about 4,300 nautical miles. Over 
the past three decades, the Tay 611-8 has achieved numerous records for speed and range. 

These achievements have been perpetuated by its successor, the Tay 611-8C, powering the 
Gulfstream G350 and G450. There are over 1,700 Tay 611-8 and -8C engines in service today, with 
many of these supported by Rolls-Royce’s market leading CorporateCare®. 

The background to the first Tay order contract is part of aviation history. In December 1982 the basic 
details - engine price, quantity, payment terms - were written on a napkin in less than 10 minutes by 
Sir Ralph Robins, who at the time was the company's Managing Director, and Allen Paulson, 
Gulfstream's founder and then Chairman and CEO. The deal was formally settled in March 1983.  

Dirk Geisinger, Director Business Aviation, Rolls-Royce, said: “Reaching 10 million flying hours is an 
impressive milestone and we are very proud of this achievement. With its legendary reliability the Tay 
611-8 became the benchmark for ultra-reliable long distance business aircraft and perfectly illustrates 
why Rolls-Royce is the leading engine manufacturer in Business Aviation. 

“The Tay family with its proven performance has been very successful for us and has propelled our 
market leadership in this sector. 

https://ww.egyptindependent.com/egyptair-to-receive-its-second-boeing-787-dreamliner/
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Combining this engine with our latest aftermarket programme CorporateCare Enhanced raises the bar 
for the whole industry by introducing uncapped troubleshooting, coverage for mobile repair team 
travel costs and nacelle coverage on later engine models.” 

He adds: “CorporateCare Enhanced provides our customers with a global support infrastructure 
which includes Engine Health Monitoring, a worldwide network of Authorised Service Centres and 
globally distributed spare parts and engines, all managed by our dedicated 24/7 Business Aircraft 
Availability Centre. 

Our customers benefit directly from this investment in proactive care, an in most cases are prevented 
from missing a planned trip.” 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-tay-611-8-engine-achieves-10-million-flying-
hours-2019-04-17/rep_id:4136 

Also appearing in African Aerospace : 

 
Rolls-Royce Tay 611-8 engine achieves 10 million flying hours 
The Rolls-Royce Tay 611-8 engine, which entered service in 1987, recently reached 10 million flying 
hours in nearly five million flights. https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-tay-611-8-engine-
achieves-10-million-flying-hours.html 

 

6. Virtual Reality To Train Engineers 
 

 

Rolls-royce And Qatar Airways Use Virtual Reality To Train Engineers 

15TH APRIL 2019 
 

Rolls-Royce and Qatar Airways are using Virtual 
Reality (VR) to train engineers, in a first for the two 
companies. 
 
As the number of air passengers is set to almost 
double by 20361, the industry faces a growing 
challenge: more engineers need to be trained to 
maintain and repair a growing number of 
aircraft and their engines. While practical 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-tay-611-8-engine-achieves-10-million-flying-hours-2019-04-17/rep_id:4136
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-tay-611-8-engine-achieves-10-million-flying-hours-2019-04-17/rep_id:4136
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-tay-611-8-engine-achieves-10-million-flying-hours.html
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-tay-611-8-engine-achieves-10-million-flying-hours.html
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training will always be the main focus, Rolls-Royce is working on ways to incorporate Virtual Reality 
into its engineering training programmes, as part of its IntelligentEngine vision. 
 
Qatar Airways engineers are the first in the industry to receive the training, using Rolls-Royce’s 
pioneering Trent XWB engine, which powers the Airbus A350. 
 
Chris Cholerton, Rolls-Royce, President – Civil Aerospace said: “At Rolls-Royce we are designing, 
testing, and maintaining engines in the digital realm, so it makes sense that we bring cutting-edge 
technology to our training programs. In the same way pilots complete elements of their training in a 
simulator, certain engineering tasks can be taught through Virtual Reality. Qatar Airways were the 
first customer to take delivery of the Trent XWB, and their forward-thinking vision across their 
business makes them the perfect launch partner for this technology.” 
 
 
The Trent XWB is Rolls-Royce’s largest engine. Such is the scale, it must be separated before 
engineers can transport it for maintenance and repair. Using HTC Vive equipment, engineers are 
immersed in the process, using sight, sound and touch to separate the two parts of the engine in a 
virtual setting. 
 
Previously, an engine would have been transported to Doha to be used for the training, or Qatar 
Airways would have provided an engine in service, with the risk of damage to equipment and valuable 
flying time lost. 
 
Qatar Airways Group Chief Executive, H.E. Mr. Al Baker said: “Qatar Airways is an airline of the future 
and we constantly strive to deliver innovation in every area of our business. Our ultimate goal is to 
provide our customers with a quality on-board experience every time they travel, and by adopting the 
latest technology in our engineering department we aim to ensure that they arrive at their 
destination smoothly and without disruption. 
 
“We are very excited about the new Virtual Reality training tool offered by Rolls-Royce and we are 
proud that they chose Qatar Airways as their global launch partner.” 
 
IATA 20 year passenger forecast, 2017 update: www.iata.org 
 
While not intended to replace any practical training, Rolls-Royce sees valuable applications for Virtual 
Reality, particularly when it comes to refresher training. 
 
Steve Buckland, a Customer and Product Training Manager at Rolls-Royce who developed the VR 
training programme said: “Virtual Reality has a valuable application here. It’s going to save time, 
money, and frees up engines that could otherwise be on aircraft, keeping passengers moving. 
 
“The future is exciting. We’re looking at creating holograms of an engine that we can use to teach in a 
classroom, or Augmented Reality that can be overlaid over a real engine to show technical 
information. Nothing will beat learning with an engine and this will never be replaced, but new 
technology is allowing us to be innovative with the ways we teach engineers.” 
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6 EASA Airworthiness Directive – Trent 1000 TEN 
 

 
Rolls-Royce, European aviation regulator, agree 
accelerated inspections for new engine 
UK industrial technology group Rolls-Royce announced on Wednesday that it had agreed an 
accelerated inspection programme for its Trent 1000 TEN turbofan engines with the European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA). This stems from the company’s work to address the earlier than 
expected deterioration of High Pressure Turbine (HPT) blades that has been found in a small number 
of Trent 1000 TENs. 
 
As a result, Rolls-Royce will issue a Service Bulletin and EASA will put out an Airworthiness Directive 
regarding accelerated inspections. This new inspection regime for the Trent 1000 TEN does not affect 
Rolls-Royce’s continuing proactive maintenance programmes for the Trent 1000 Package B and Trent 
1000 Package C engines. 
 
“Following sampling of a population of Trent 1000 TEN engines that have experienced a higher 
frequency of flights at the upper end of their operating range, a small number of these engines have 
needed to have their HPT blades replaced earlier than scheduled,” reported Rolls-Royce in its 
announcement. “This new accelerated inspection regime is designed to allow us to confirm the health 
of the Trent 1000 TEN fleet over the next few months.” 
 
The company had previously informed its customers that the HPT blades in the Trent 1000 TEN would 
have a shorter than expected life. Rolls-Royce engineers have been busy since last year developing an 
improved (“enhanced”) version of the HPT blade. This is now undergoing testing. 
 
“We sincerely regret the disruption this accelerated inspection regime will cause and we are doing 
everything we can to support our customers,” assured Rolls-Royce president: civil aerospace Chris 
Cholerton. “The blade deterioration is a known issue but it is occurring faster than we expected in 
some engines.” 
 
It is expected that the enhanced blades will start to be fitted to Trent 1000 TEN engines from early 
next year. The Trent 1000 TEN entered service in November 2017 and there are now more that 180 of 
the type in service. 
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7 Taieb Sghaier interview by Jeune Afrique @ AFRAA AGA – Nov 2018 
(Please note that some corrections have been made to the online version – see link below 
translation) 
 

 
 

TRANSPORT AÉRIEN 

Taieb Ben Sghaier : « Pour Rolls-Royce, l’Afrique de 
l’Ouest est la région au plus grand potentiel » 

RÉSERVÉ AUX ABONNÉS | 02 avril 2019 à 08h02 | Par Rémy Darras 
Mis à jour le 02 avril 2019 à 08h11 

 

Le chargé d'affaires pour les 
ventes Moyen-Orient-Afrique du 
motoriste britannique revient pour 
Jeune Afrique sur la stratégie de 
son entreprise, qui compte 
notamment accroître sa présence 
en Afrique de l’Ouest. 
Né à Sousse, de mère anglaise et de 
père tunisien il y a 31 ans, Taieb Ben 
Sghaier, chargé d’affaires pour les 
ventes Moyen-Orient-Afrique, a passé 
son enfance en Tunisie, avant de faire 
des études en aérospatiale Stuttgart et 
Crownfield (Royaume-Uni) en 
mécanique des fluides et en turbo-
réacteurs. 
 
Entré chez Rolls-Royce en 2013, il est 
désormais installé à Abu Dhabi, où le 
motoriste a ouvert très récemment son 
centre de service clients qui couvre 
l’Afrique et le Moyen-Orient. Il évoque 
pour Jeune Afrique la stratégie du 

The sales manager for Middle East-
Africa sales of the British engine 
manufacturer returns to Jeune 
Afrique on the strategy of his 
company, which plans to increase 
its presence in West Africa. 

Born in Sousse, an English mother and 
a Tunisian father 31 years ago, Taieb 
Ben Sghaier, sales manager for Middle 
East-Africa sales, spent his childhood in 
Tunisia before studying aerospace in 
Stuttgart and Crownfield (United 
Kingdom) in fluid mechanics and turbo-
reactors. 

Joined Rolls-Royce in 2013, he is now 
based in Abu Dhabi, where the engine 
manufacturer has recently opened its 
customer service center covering Africa 
and the Middle East. It evokes for 
Jeune Afrique the strategy of the 
famous British engine manufacturer 

https://www.jeuneafrique.com/auteurs/r.darras/
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célèbre motoriste britannique alors que 
les nouveaux Airbus A330 neo 
(exclusivement motorisés par Rolls 
Royce) ont fait leur première rotation 
dans le ciel africain, chez Air 
Sénégal et Air Mauritius, avec la 
volonté d’accroître sa présence en 
Afrique de l’Ouest. 
 
Jeune Afrique : Comment Rolls-
Royce commercialise-t-il ses 
moteurs ? 
 
Taieb Ben Sghaier : En 1997, on a 
changé notre modèle de services. Nous 
sommes désormais rémunérés au 
prorata du nombre d’heures de vols, en 
fonction d’un taux en dollars, et nous 
assurons la maintenance pour 
permettre aux compagnies aériennes 
d’opérer sans interruption. 
 
Comment envisagez-vous 
l’évolution de vos activités au 
cours des prochaines années ? 
Il y a aujourd’hui 4 000 moteurs Rolls-
Royce sur les appareils longs-courriers 
dans le monde. En 2025, ils seront 8 
000. Notre expertise se concentre sur 
le marché du long-courrier, sur lequel 
on a doublé notre production pour 
atteindre 500 moteurs par an, et notre 
carnet s’étend bien au-delà de 2025. 
 
En Afrique, 60 avions sont motorisés 
par Rolls Royce et une quarantaine 
sont en commande avec des clients 
comme Air Sénégal, Rwandair, Air 
Tanzania avec deux Dreamliner, 
Uganda Airlines qui rentrent tous sur le 
marché du long-courrier. C’est ce 
dernier marché qui nous intéresse 
principalement aujourd’hui, celui des 
Airbus A330neo, des A350 et des 
Boeing 787. Sur les trois dernières 
années, nous en avons livré 10. 
 

while the new Airbus A330 neo 
(exclusively powered by Rolls Royce) 
made their first rotation in the African 
skies at Air Senegal and Air Mauritius, 
with the desire to increase its presence 
in west Africa. 

 

Jeune Afrique: How does Rolls-
Royce market its engines? 

Taieb Ben Sghaier: In 1997, we 
changed our service model. We are 
now remunerated in proportion to the 
number of flight hours, based on a 
dollar rate, and we provide 
maintenance to allow airlines to 
operate without interruption. 

 

How do you envisage the evolution 
of your activities in the coming 
years?Today, there are 4,000 Rolls-
Royce engines on long-haul aircraft 
around the world. By 2025, they will be 
8,000. Our expertise is focused on the 
long-haul market, where we have 
doubled our production to 500 engines 
per year, and our notebook extends 
well beyond 2025. 

In Africa, 60 aircraft are powered by 
Rolls Royce and about 40 are on order 
with customers such as Air Senegal, 
Rwandair, Air Tanzania with two 
Dreamliner, Uganda Airlines all 
entering the long-haul market. It is this 
last market which interests us mainly 
today, that of Airbus A330neo, A350 
and Boeing 787. Over the last three 
years, we have delivered 10. 

 

 

https://www.jeuneafrique.com/748737/economie/lairbus-dair-senegal-enfin-dans-les-airs-pour-le-dakar-paris/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/748737/economie/lairbus-dair-senegal-enfin-dans-les-airs-pour-le-dakar-paris/
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Il y aura mille appareils à livrer, sur le 
continent tous types confondus, dans 
les vingt prochaines années, avec une 
proportion de 700 monocouloirs et 300 
gros porteurs. 
 

There will be a thousand aircraft to 
deliver, on the continent all types, in 
the next twenty years, with a 
proportion of 700 single-aisle and 300 
large carriers. 

Certaines zones vous apparaissent-
elles plus dynamiques que d’autres 
? 
La croissance est visible partout sur le 
continent. Les économies d’Afrique du 
Nord, qui avaient pris un peu de retard, 
sont en train de repartir. Nous avons 
notamment reçu des nouvelles 
commandes pour les 787 d’Egyptair, 
une compagnie avec laquelle nous 
opérons en outre un site de 
maintenance au Caire, où nous faisons 
l’assemblage et le désablemblage de 
modules de moteurs. 
 
Si l’Ethiopie sera en 2019 notre plus 
grand client en Afrique, en termes de 
nombre d’avions*, c’est l’Afrique de 
l’Ouest qui a le plus grand potentiel 
d’expansion, notamment si une 
compagnie aérienne leader émerge au 
Nigeria. Pendant ce temps, des hubs se 
forment au Togo, en Côte d’Ivoire. Mais 
l’Afrique de l’Ouest est aussi le marché 
que nous avons le plus de mal à 
appréhender, car il n’y a pas encore de 
compagnie  en termes de nombre 
d’avions, comme Ethiopian l’est à l’Est. 
 
L’Éthiopie est en train d’émerger grâce 
à sa compagnie aérienne.L’aviation est 
un moteur du développement d’un 
pays, surtout quand il est enclavé, et 
certains ont compris qu’il fallait se 
relier aux pays qui investissent 
beaucoup comme la Chine. Reste que 
sur le continent, les coûts freinent le 
marché. La taxation des vols et du 
carburant est très élevée en Afrique. 
 
La santé des compagnies aériennes 

Do some areas appear more 
dynamic than others? 
 
Growth is visible everywhere on the 
continent. The economies of North 
Africa, which were a little behind, are 
starting again. In particular, we 
received new orders for the Egyptair 
787s, a company with which we also 
operate a maintenance site in Cairo, 
where we are assembling and 
disassembling engine modules. 
 
If Ethiopia is our biggest customer in 
Africa in 2019, in terms of number of 
aircraft *, it is West Africa that has the 
greatest potential for expansion, 
especially if a leading airline emerges 
in Nigeria. Meanwhile, hubs are 
forming in Togo, Côte d'Ivoire. But 
West Africa is also the market we have 
the hardest to understand, because 
there is no company yet in terms of 
the number of planes, as Ethiopian is 
in the East. 
 
 
 
 
Ethiopia is emerging through its airline. 
Aviation is a driving force in the 
development of a country, especially 
when it is landlocked, and some have 
realized that it is necessary to connect 
with countries that invest a great deal 
China. Still, on the continent, costs are 
holding back the market. The taxation 
of flights and fuel is very high in Africa. 
 
 
The health of airlines is perhaps 

https://www.jeuneafrique.com/601665/economie/nigeria-creation-dune-nouvelle-compagnie-aerienne-une-vue/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/601665/economie/nigeria-creation-dune-nouvelle-compagnie-aerienne-une-vue/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/601665/economie/nigeria-creation-dune-nouvelle-compagnie-aerienne-une-vue/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/754252/economie/africa-ceo-forum-ethiopian-airlines-est-le-champion-africain-de-lannee-2019/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/754252/economie/africa-ceo-forum-ethiopian-airlines-est-le-champion-africain-de-lannee-2019/
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est peut-être plus fragile en 
Afrique qu’ailleurs. Comment 
prenez-vous cela en compte ? 
Nous proposons différents niveaux de 
service. Notre système de maintenance 
permet de faire de nos produits 
de bons investissements pour les 
compagnies de leasing tels que 
LessorCare, qui représentent 
aujourd’hui plus de 30 % de notre 
clientèle. Ces dernières peuvent 
bénéficier de services dédiés, 
notamment pour faciliter le transfert 
d’un moteur d’une compagnie aérienne 
a une autre. 
 
La reprise des cours du 
baril change-t-elle votre stratégie ? 
Cela favorise la vente de nouveaux 
produits, que nous pouvons développer 
grâce au milliard de livres sterling 
(1,17 milliard d’euros) consacré chaque 
année à la recherche et au 
développement. Notre moteur Trent 7 
000 a ainsi une consommation en 
carburant de 10 % inférieure au Trent 
700. Ultrafan, notre futur moteur, 
encore en développement, permettra 
encore 25 % d’économies en carburant 
par rapport au Trent 700. 
 
Le Brexit aura-t-il des 
conséquences sur vos activités en 
Afrique ? 
On suit cela de près. Notre chaîne de 
production n’est pas qu’européenne, 
elle est globale. Nos pièces de moteurs 
viennent de partout dans le monde. 
Nous veillons à n’avoir aucun retard de 
production, à avoir un plus grand 
inventaire de nos pièces, dont on sait 
qu’elles pourraient être touchées par 
des retards dus au Brexit. Toutes les 
entreprises en Angleterre font la même 
chose. 
 
Au niveau de l’assemblage de nos 

more fragile in Africa than 
elsewhere. How do you take that 
into account? 
We offer different levels of service. Our 
maintenance system makes our 
products good investments for leasing 
companies such as LessorCare, which 
today represent more than 30% of our 
customers. The latter can benefit from 
dedicated services, in particular to 
facilitate the transfer of an engine from 
one airline to another. 
 
 
 
 
Does the resumption of oil prices 
change your strategy? 
This promotes the sale of new 
products, which we can develop thanks 
to the billion pounds (1.17 billion 
euros) spent each year on research 
and development. Our Trent 7000 
engine has a 10% lower fuel 
consumption than the Trent 700. 
Ultrafan, our future engine, still in 
development, will still provide 25% 
fuel savings over the Trent 700. 
 
 
 
Will Brexit affect your activities in 
Africa? 
 
We follow that closely. Our production 
chain is not only European, it is global. 
Our engine parts come from all over 
the world. We make sure we have no 
production delays, have a larger 
inventory of our parts, which we know 
could be affected by delays due to 
Brexit. All companies in England do the 
same thing. 
 
In terms of the assembly of our 
engines and the final delivery, we have 
a site in Berlin, headquarters of Rolls 

https://www.jeuneafrique.com/mag/653906/economie/analyse-nouvelle-hausse-du-brut-les-etats-producteurs-africains-sont-ils-prets/
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/mag/653906/economie/analyse-nouvelle-hausse-du-brut-les-etats-producteurs-africains-sont-ils-prets/
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moteurs et de la livraison finale, on a 
un site à Berlin, siège de Rolls Royce 
Allemagne. Si on voit que le Brexit 
pose problème au niveau de la 
taxation, il nous sera possible de faire 
l’assemblage final en Allemagne, pour 
faire en sorte qu’il n’y ait pas de retard 
dans les livraisons. 
*Entretien réalisé avant la catastrophe 
aérienne du 10 mars dernier 
d’Ethiopian Airlines 
 
 

Royce Germany. If we see that the 
Brexit is problematic in terms of 
taxation, we will be able to do the final 
assembly in Germany, to ensure that 
there is no delay in deliveries. 
 
* Interview conducted before the 
air disaster of March 10th of 
Ethiopian Airlines 

 
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/755764/economie/taieb-ben-sghaier-pour-rolls-royce-lafrique-de-
louest-est-la-region-au-plus-grand-
potentiel/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=JAEco&utm_campaign=TweetJAEco_02042019   
 
 
9. 100th CorporateCare Enhanced service contract 
 

 
 
Business aviation customers fly on CorporateCare Enhanced service 
Posted 29 April 2019 · 
 
Rolls-Royce has signed the 100th CorporateCare Enhanced service contract, only weeks after the 
programme has become available. 
 
The upgraded service package enhances Rolls-Royce’s market-leading CorporateCare service, the 
comprehensive, fixed-cost engine maintenance management programme for business jet customers. 
The recently introduced CorporateCare Enhanced service, which has been available for new and in-
service business aviation engines since January 1st, covers a wide range of additional services items 
for the AE 3007 and Tay engines, including unlimited troubleshooting and mobile repair team travel 
costs. For the Pearl® 15, BR710 and BR725 engines it also covers maintenance for the whole 
powerplant, including nacelle, engine build-up and thrust reverser unit-related services. The service 
has been introduced as standard for all new CorporateCare customers from 2019 onwards and is also 
eligible as an upgrade to existing contracts. 
 
Alan Mangels, Rolls-Royce, VP sales & marketing - business aviation, said: “Signing 100 contracts in 
less than four months since programme launch is a clear demonstration of how much value 
CorporateCare Enhanced provides to our customers. The programme was developed with the 
mindset of, ‘if we provide it, we cover it’, and our customers love that.  By listening to them, we 
continuously strive to improve our service solutions, which ultimately raises the bar for the entire 
industry.” 

https://www.jeuneafrique.com/755764/economie/taieb-ben-sghaier-pour-rolls-royce-lafrique-de-louest-est-la-region-au-plus-grand-potentiel/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=JAEco&utm_campaign=TweetJAEco_02042019
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/755764/economie/taieb-ben-sghaier-pour-rolls-royce-lafrique-de-louest-est-la-region-au-plus-grand-potentiel/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=JAEco&utm_campaign=TweetJAEco_02042019
https://www.jeuneafrique.com/755764/economie/taieb-ben-sghaier-pour-rolls-royce-lafrique-de-louest-est-la-region-au-plus-grand-potentiel/?utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=JAEco&utm_campaign=TweetJAEco_02042019
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CorporateCare Enhanced offers substantial financial and operational benefits to customers, such as 
increased asset value and liquidity, mitigating maintenance cost risk and protection against 
unforeseen costs and unscheduled events anywhere in the world. Increased aircraft availability, 
reduced management burden, full risk transfer, direct priority access to the Rolls-Royce services 
infrastructure and remote site assistance are further benefits for our customers. 
 
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/business-aviation-customers-fly-on-corporatecare-enhanced-
service.html 

 
 
 

10. Withdrawal from Boeing midsize aircraft platform 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/business-aviation-customers-fly-on-corporatecare-enhanced-service.html
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/business-aviation-customers-fly-on-corporatecare-enhanced-service.html
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11. Hybrid electric propulsion system 
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12. Lufthansa 20 Boeing 787 and 20 Airbus A350 Contract win 
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Coverage Report – May 2019 

 
Upcoming Media Opportunities: 

1. EgyptAir Dreamliner Biofuel Flight - July 
2. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - July 
3. AASA AGA – October  
4. AFRAA AGA – November  

 
Rolls-Royce Coverage 

Contents: 
1. Flynas - Trent 1000 
2. Kevin Evans VP Customers Africa – Interview  
3. Pearl 15 engine deliveries 
4. Taieb Ben Sghaier – Interview  
5. China Airways order 

 
1. Flynas – Trent 1000 
 
 

 
 
MyJoyOnline – Ghana 

Saudi carrier Flynas plans Africa, Balkan hub 

 
Saudi Arabian budget airline Flynas plans to open a hub in West Africa or the Balkans within 
five years to expand beyond its oversupplied domestic market, according to the airline’s chief 
executive officer. 
 
"Since we are a short-haul carrier, we seek to link those hubs with the current hubs in Saudi 
Arabia," CEO Bander Al-Mohanna said Tuesday in an interview at a conference in Dubai. 
 
"The demand is high but there’s overcapacity so ticket prices are less than the cost.” 
 
Flynas, which is owned by Kingdom Holding, the investment firm of Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal, 
has 20% of the domestic market and expects to grow passengers by at least 6% in the next 
five years. The carrier competes with three other Saudi-based carriers on internal routes, 
which weighs on fares. 
 
"Last year we started exploring markets that are untapped by other Saudi airlines, such as 
Georgia, Azerbaijan and Vienna,” Al-Mohanna said. 
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The carrier is expected to conclude negotiations with Airbus SE or Boeing Co by the end of 
year to buy at least 10 wide-body jets. The decision to choose Airbus A330neo or Boeing 787-
9 planes depends on the engine makers. 
 
Saudi Arabian budget airline Flynas plans to open a hub in West Africa or the Balkans within 
five years to expand beyond its oversupplied domestic market, according to the airline’s chief 
executive officer. 
 
"Since we are a short-haul carrier, we seek to link those hubs with the current hubs in Saudi 
Arabia," CEO Bander Al-Mohanna said Tuesday in an interview at a conference in Dubai. 
 
"The demand is high but there’s overcapacity so ticket prices are less than the cost.” 
 
Flynas, which is owned by Kingdom Holding, the investment firm of Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal, 
has 20% of the domestic market and expects to grow passengers by at least 6% in the next 
five years. The carrier competes with three other Saudi-based carriers on internal routes, 
which weighs on fares. 
 
"Last year we started exploring markets that are untapped by other Saudi airlines, such as 
Georgia, Azerbaijan and Vienna,” Al-Mohanna said. 
 
The carrier is expected to conclude negotiations with Airbus SE or Boeing Co by the end of 
year to buy at least 10 wide-body jets. The decision to choose Airbus A330neo or Boeing 787-
9 planes depends on the engine makers. 
 
"If Rolls Royce doesn’t resolve the problem with its Trent 1000 engine, we won’t be signing 
with them," he said. Rolls is the only supplier for the Airbus plane. 
 
The CEO also said:- Flynas is in talks with international banks for up to $300 million loan or 
sale and lease-back to finance five Airbus A320neo jets 
 
- The airline will decide by the end year the number of A320neo planes on order that will be 
converted to larger A321 variant 
 
Saudi Arabian budget airline Flynas plans to open a hub in West Africa or the Balkans within 
five years to expand beyond its oversupplied domestic market, according to the airline’s chief 
executive officer. 
 
"Since we are a short-haul carrier, we seek to link those hubs with the current hubs in Saudi 
Arabia," CEO Bander Al-Mohanna said Tuesday in an interview at a conference in Dubai. 
 
"The demand is high but there’s overcapacity so ticket prices are less than the cost.” 
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Flynas, which is owned by Kingdom Holding, the investment firm of Prince Alwaleed Bin Talal, 
has 20% of the domestic market and expects to grow passengers by at least 6% in the next 
five years. The carrier competes with three other Saudi-based carriers on internal routes, 
which weighs on fares. 
 
"Last year we started exploring markets that are untapped by other Saudi airlines, such as 
Georgia, Azerbaijan and Vienna,” Al-Mohanna said. 
 
The carrier is expected to conclude negotiations with Airbus SE or Boeing Co by the end of 
year to buy at least 10 wide-body jets. The decision to choose Airbus A330neo or Boeing 787-
9 planes depends on the engine makers. 
 
"If Rolls Royce doesn’t resolve the problem with its Trent 1000 engine, we won’t be signing 
with them," he said. Rolls is the only supplier for the Airbus plane. 
 
The CEO also said:  
 
- Flynas is in talks with international banks for up to $300 million loan or sale and lease-back 
to finance five Airbus A320neo jets 
 
- The airline will decide by the end year the number of A320neo planes on order that will be 
converted to larger A321 variant 
 
- Flynas has orders with Airbus till 2026 but the carrier is negotiating with the plane-maker to 
speed up production. It will receive four A320neo planes this year and nine planes in 2020 
 
https://www.myjoyonline.com/business/2019/May-2nd/saudi-carrier-flynas-plans-africa-
balkan-hub.php  
 
 
2. Kevin Evans interview 
 

 
Rolls-Royce developing advanced aero engine technologies 
3RD MAY 2019 BY: REBECCA CAMPBELL –  
 
UK industrial technology group Rolls-Royce gives high priority to research and development(R&D), 
particularly with regard to aeroengines. “We are focused on pioneering the power that matters and 
are at the forefront of research into the future of flight,” affirms Rolls-Royce VP customers: Africa 
Kevin Evans. Currently, the group’s two major civil aeroengine R&D programmes are the UltraFan and 
the Accel Project. 

https://www.myjoyonline.com/business/2019/May-2nd/saudi-carrier-flynas-plans-africa-balkan-hub.php
https://www.myjoyonline.com/business/2019/May-2nd/saudi-carrier-flynas-plans-africa-balkan-hub.php
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The UltraFan is a next-generation gas turbine design. “It will offer a 25%fuel efficiency improvement 
over the first generation of the Trent engine,” he reports. “Testing continues to proceed extremely 
well, with a new set of tests on composite fan blades and fan cases taking place right now. The 
gearbox for the engine has already set a new world power record for an aerospace gearbox while on 
test at our facility in Germany.” 

UltraFan is the second stage of a turbofan R&D programme, the almost concluded first stage of which 
hours of experience that Rolls-Royce has gained from its Trent family of engines. Both further develop 
the group’s three-shaft engine architecture, first developed for theRB211 engine in the 1970s; this 
architecture is currently unique to Rolls-Royce in civil applications. ‘Three shaft’ means that the 
engines have an intermediate compressor and turbine stage, as well as high pressure and low 
pressure compressor and turbine stages. The three stages are mounted on separate shafts which run 
concentrically with one another. Other companies’ civil turbo fan designs use only two stages: the 
high and low pressure. 

Advance3 will provide the greatest over all pressure ratio of any commercial turbofan, increasing 
efficiency, there by reducing fuel expenditure and costs, and also reducing carbon dioxide emissions. 

UltraFan will add a major increase to this in the engine’s bypass ratio, which will further increase 
efficiency and decrease costs, emissions and noise. 

A turbo fan engine is fronted by a large fan; this fan has a larger diameter than the gas turbine behind 
it, so not all the air drawn in by the fan–and given initial compression–goes through the gas turbine; 
some bypasses it–hence, the term ‘bypass ratio’, that is, the ratio between the air that goes through 
the turbine and that which, after going through the fan, bypasses it. This bypass air adds to the thrust 
of the engine. The higher the bypass ratio, the more efficient the engine. 

The UltraFan will be based on a scaleable design, which will be available in versions with thrust 
rangingfrom111kNto446kN.This will allow the design to be used to power both single-aisle and long 
haul wide-body aircraft. “We also continue to research how gas turbine and air frame integration can 
be further improved to create greater efficiencies,” he adds. 

“We are also at the forefront of research into electrification, which we regard as the third wave of 
aviation,” he highlights. “We are working with partners on the Accel project to build a high-
performance electric aeroplane that will fly for the first time, in the UK, in 2020.Itwill reach speeds of 
300mph(almost483km/h), and quite likely [faster], making it the fastest all-electric plane in history.” 

Accel is an acronym for ‘accelerating the electrification of flight’ and the project is partially funded by 
the British government. Rolls-Royce’s partners in Accel include the Aerospace Technology Institute (a 
public–private partnership between the UK government and UK aerospace companies),YASA (a 
manufacturer of electric motors and controllers) and Electroflight (an aviation startup company).The 
Accel aircraft, a single-seat propeller-driven low-wing monoplane with a carbon-fibre airframe, will 
draw its power from a battery pack, with 6000 cells that will have the greatest energy density of any 
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aircraft battery ever assembled. It will have a maximum power of 750kW and a range of almost 
322km (enough to fly from London to Paris). 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/print-version/rolls-royce-developing-advanced-
aeroengine-technologies-2019-05-03  
 
 
3. Pearl 15 deliveries 
 

 
African Aerospace 
Rolls-Royce delivers first Pearl 15 production engines 
Posted 20 May 2019 ·  
 
Rolls-Royce announced that the first sets of Pearl 15 production standard engines were 
delivered to Bombardier and have been fitted to the first Global 6500 aircraft that is now in 
completions in readiness to power its latest business jet, into service. 
  
While Bombardier has started interior completion work on the first customer aircraft, the 
Rolls-Royce site in Dahlewitz, Germany, is ramping up the Pearl 15 production. Flight testing 
is on track to support the aircraft certification and a smooth entry into service later this year 
 
The Pearl 15 is the newest addition to Rolls-Royce’s market-leading business aviation engine 
portfolio, exclusively powering Bombardier’s Global 5500 and 6500 aircraft. The engine was 
carefully designed and optimised in partnership with Bombardier to complement the Global 
5500 and Global 6500 aircraft. 
 
Dr. Dirk Geisinger, director – business aviation, Rolls-Royce, said: “We are excited to have 
successfully taken this important step in our journey to develop and produce the first 
member of the Pearl engine family. We are now looking forward to supporting Bombardier as 
they prepare for the aircraft to enter into service later this year.” 
 
The Pearl engine combines innovative technologies derived from Rolls-Royce’s Advance2 
technology demonstrator programmes with proven features from the BR700, today’s leading 
engine family in business aviation. Compared with the highly successful BR710, the Pearl 15 
features the same nacelle envelope but is more powerful, with a maximum certified thrust of 
15,250lb; has up to seven per cent better specific fuel consumption; is two dB cumulative 
quieter; and shows a 20 per cent improvement in NOx emissions margin. 
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-delivers-first-pearl-15-production-
engines.html  
 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/print-version/rolls-royce-developing-advanced-aeroengine-technologies-2019-05-03
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/print-version/rolls-royce-developing-advanced-aeroengine-technologies-2019-05-03
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-delivers-first-pearl-15-production-engines.html
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-delivers-first-pearl-15-production-engines.html
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Rolls-Royce delivers first sets of Pearl 15 production engines to Bombardier 
Chief Assignment Editor 
May 20, 2019 15:46 
 
Rolls-Royce announced that the first sets of Pearl 15 production standard engines were 
delivered to Bombardier and have been fitted to the first Global 6500 aircraft that is now in 
completions in readiness to power its latest business jet, into service. 

 
While Bombardier has started interior completion 
work on the first customer aircraft, the Rolls-Royce 
site in Dahlewitz, Germany, is ramping up the Pearl 
15 production. Flight testing is on track to support 
the aircraft certification and a smooth entry into 
service later this year. 

 
The Pearl 15 is the newest addition to Rolls-Royce’s market-leading business aviation engine 
portfolio, exclusively powering Bombardier’s Global 5500 and 6500 aircraft. The engine was 
carefully designed and optimized in partnership with Bombardier to complement the Global 
5500 and Global 6500 aircraft. Both, aircraft and engines, were unveiled to the public at the 
2018 European Business Aviation Convention and Exhibition in Geneva. 
 
Dr. Dirk Geisinger, Director – Business Aviation, Rolls-Royce, said: “We are excited to have 
successfully taken this important step in our journey to develop and produce the first 
member of the Pearl engine family. We are now looking forward to supporting Bombardier as 
they prepare for the aircraft to enter into service later this year.” 
 
The Pearl engine combines innovative technologies derived from Rolls-Royce’s Advance2 
technology demonstrator programmes with proven features from the BR700, today’s leading 
engine family in business aviation. Compared with the highly successful BR710, the Pearl 15 
features the same nacelle envelope but is more powerful, with a maximum certified thrust of 
15,250lb; has up to seven per cent better specific fuel consumption; is two dB cumulative 
quieter; and shows a 20 per cent improvement in NOx emissions margin. 
 
Designed for outstanding reliability, the Pearl family will be supported by the industry-leading 
Rolls-Royce CorporateCare service, the most comprehensive aftermarket programme in 
business aviation, providing full transfer of off-wing maintenance risk at a predictable, fixed 
price. For a predefined hourly cost, CorporateCare covers maintenance for the whole 
powerplant including nacelle, exhaust unit, EBU and thrust reverser unit-related services. 
 
https://www.eturbonews.com/252493/rolls-royce-delivers-first-sets-of-pearl-15-production-engines-
to-bombardier/ 

https://www.eturbonews.com/252493/rolls-royce-delivers-first-sets-of-pearl-15-production-engines-to-bombardier/
https://www.eturbonews.com/252493/rolls-royce-delivers-first-sets-of-pearl-15-production-engines-to-bombardier/
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4. Taieb Ben Sghaier interview 
 

 
1,000 aircraft to be delivered in Africa in the next 20 years 
 Africa,Aviation 
 May 6, 2019 
 

Rolls-Royce Holdings plc, a British multinational 
engineering company is planning to expand its 
presence in Africa. The company that has been 
delivering an average of 10 wide bodies in Africa every 
year and is looking forward to a closer partnership 
with African airlines. 
 
Speaking at the recently held AviaDev Africa 
Conference in Cape Town, South Africa, the Sales 
Director for Rolls-Royce Taieb Ben Sghaier said 

over the last years they have been delivering the vast majority of new widebody aircraft in 
Africa, powered by Rolls Royce. He disclosed that of late his company has seen new airlines 
come on board in Africa like Air Senegal, Air Mauritius, RwandAir, EgyptAir among others. 

He added that, the market in Africa will continue to grow at an average of 5-6% a year and 
1000 aircraft are expected to be delivered in the next 20 years. 

Taieb Ben Sghaier stressed that, the growth in Africa is huge and the presence of Rolls-Royce 
with maintenance and storage facilities in Egypt and South Africa and huge partnerships with 
airlines across Africa is very encouraging. 

On his impressions about the 4th AviaDev Conference, Taieb said he was full of praise for the 
organizers and described the social outreach at the Luhlaza High School as one that afforded 
the participants the opportunity to learn and be inspired from industrial captains. He 
continued that the discussions had been frank and productive and look forward to long 
partnership with AviaDev. 

For nearly three decades, Rolls-Royce’s family of turbofan aircraft engines have continued to 
push the boundaries of what is possible, as each new model sets new performance 
benchmarks for civil aviation. All told, they've earned more than 130 million flying hours. 
Members of the Trent engine family are now in service on the Airbus A330, A340, A350, and 
A380, as well as the Boeing 777 and 787 Dreamliner. 

Rolls-Royce pioneers cutting-edge technologies that deliver the cleanest, safest and most 
competitive solutions to meet our planet’s vital power needs. 
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Rolls-Royce has customers in more than 150 countries, comprising more than 400 airlines 
and leasing customers, 160 armed forces, 4,000 marine customers including 70 navies, and 
more than 5,000 power and nuclear customers. 

 
5. China Airlines Order  
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Coverage Report – June 2019 

Upcoming Media Opportunities: 
1. EgyptAir Dreamliner Biofuel Flight - July
2. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - July
3. AASA AGA – October
4. AFRAA AGA – November

Rolls-Royce Coverage 
Contents: 

1. Pearl Engine Deliveries
2. Uganda Airlines
3. Downing of  RQ-4A Global Hawk Drone
4. EgyptAir receives third Dreamliner
5. Paris Airshow: Intelligent Engine, Siemens, Electric Flight, CO2 Emissions & Roundup
6. Air Austral AOG

1. Pearl Engine Deliveries
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2.  Uganda Airlines 
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3. Downing of  RQ-4A Global Hawk Drone  

 
 
What shooting down an Ksh.11 billion US drone tells us about Iran 
By CNN For Citizen Digital, East Africa 
 
time updated Published on:  June 25, 2019 13:18 (EAT) 
 
The Iranian downing of an RQ-4A Global Hawk on Thursday is thought to have been the first 
time one of the Pentagon's surveillance workhorses has been shot out of the sky. 
 
Aside from the fact the incident nearly risked taking the United States and Iran to war for a 
few hours, it was also stark evidence of an escalation in Tehran's military capabilities. 
 
Once the dust cleared, it turned out that one of the enduring lessons from the past week 
occurred at about 22,000 feet. 
 
The Iranian downing of an RQ-4A Global Hawk on Thursday is thought to have been the first 
time one of the Pentagon’s surveillance workhorses has been shot out of the sky. 
 
Aside from the fact the incident nearly risked taking the United States and Iran to war for a 
few hours, it was also stark evidence of an escalation in Tehran’s military capabilities. 
 
“They work,” said Jeremy Binnie, Middle East and North Africa editor at Jane’s Defence 
Weekly, of Iran’s air defenses. The incident “highlights that when the Iranians really make 
investment, it can really count,” he told CNN. 
 
“We knew that with ballistic missiles, but it appears the case with air defenses too.” 
 
The RQ-4A isn’t a clay pigeon. At $110 million each, the Global Hawk needs three people to 
remotely pilot it and its sensors. 
 
Wider in wingspan than a Boeing 737, it has a Rolls Royce engine moving it along at around 
500 miles per hour as it hoovers up signals and images normally at 65,000 feet to keep out of 
the way of surface-to-air missiles. 
 
Even if they get too close, it has a radar-warning receiver, a jamming system and releases a 
decoy, towed behind it. 
 
But its destruction is a sign of Iran’s quiet focus. Binnie pointed out the size of the aircraft 
makes it “not a tough target in that respect”, he said. 
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“A few years ago this would have been a surprise, but now their new air defense gear looks a 
lot more impressive.” 
 
While America’s military is by no means threatened in the long term by Iran, instances like 
the downing of the drone show that Tehran can sometimes have an outsized effect with 
narrowly-focused efforts, and is an adversary certainly capable of keeping its opponents off 
balance. 
 
The US would win any conventional conflict in the short term, but should be wary that Iranian 
ingenuity (or deviousness, if you’re in Washington) will stop any conflict from being a 
“cakewalk.” 
 
Despite the dispute over precisely where it happened, there’s no doubt the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Corps managed to destroy one at 4:05 a.m. on June 19. 
 
The US military has released video to support its claim that it happened 34 kilometers from 
the nearest Iranian land mass, and showed a flight path that suggests the spy drone never 
entered Iranian territory. 
 
Conversely, Iranian Foreign Minister Javid Zarif tweeted coordinates for the attack that put it 
well inside Iranian territory — near the city of Kouh-e Mobarak. 
 
The IRGC said it used a “3rd of Khordad” surface-to-air missile system, images of which have 
been circulating now on social media as a symbol of Iranian prowess against the staggering 
unmanned technology the Americans unleash in the stratosphere every day. 
 
The Khordad 3 was first unveiled in 2014, has a range of up to 75 kilometers, and can hit as 
far up as 30 kilometers, Iranian state-backed media has said. 
 
Janes concluded the strike was likely from a mobile vehicle, given the US contention the 
missile was launched from 70 kilometers away, and there is no Iranian facility matching that 
location. In short: Tehran took out a US spy drone from the back of a fancy truck. 
 
While the US has massively improved its drone fleet since the Global Hawk first came to the 
Navy 13 years ago, with the MQ-4C Triton about to join service, Iran also has more advanced 
missiles than the one that took down the drone last week. 
 
Ten days before the incident, Iran unveiled an upgrade which has nearly double the range 
and is also homegrown — the product of a series of reverse-engineering feats and 
technology purloined over the years by the sanctions-strapped country. 
 
Binnie said the Iranians had either bought or developed radar technology that had helped 
them improve targeting at a distance. “We do not really understand how these guidance 
systems are working,” he said. 
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Binnie added that the angle of attack of the missile seemed to suggest it had approached the 
drone from the west, rather than chasing it from behind, suggesting it may have been 
relatively efficiently guided towards the drone by its launcher. 
 
This isn’t the first time Iran has hit US technology. It took down a RQ-170 stealth drone in 
2011 and reportedly reverse-engineered it to create its own variants from the wreckage. 
 
There didn’t appear to be much left of the RQ-4A to pore over, but the interception at 22,000 
feet belies a nation, in the words of President Trump, “going through hell.” 
 
It was just one very expensive pilotless drone, but its downing nearly took the US to war in 
the region yet again, exposing just how important these flashes of the unexpected are. 
https://citizentv.co.ke/news/shooting-110m-us-drone-tells-us-iran-260016/  
 
4. EgyptAir receives third Dreamliner 
 

 

EgyptAir to receive third Boeing Dreamliner aircraft 
Al-Masry Al-Youm 
June 10, 2019 
12:36 pm 
 
A delegation from EgyptAir in Cairo flew to US 
city Seattle, the stronghold for the world’s 
largest aircraft maker Boeing, to receive its 
third Boeing Dreamliner 787-9. 
 
This third Dreamliner aircraft comes as part of 
the largest deal in EgyptAir’s history, dubbed 

the “Deal of the Century” by aviation experts as it includes the purchase of 45 new aircraft 
from the latest worldwide models worth US$6 billion, such as six Boeing Dreamliner 787-9. 
 
EgyptAir has currently received two aircraft, with the third to arrive at Cairo airport on June 
15, in preparation to join the company’s fleet to work on long lines such as Shanghai, Tokyo, 
New York, Bangkok and Frankfurt. 
 
The Dreamliner is capable of traveling between 14,800 to 15,700 km non-stop and has 20 
percent less fuel consumption than its counterparts in commercial aircraft. The Boeing 787 
Dreamliners are powered by Rolls Royce engines to fly over long distances. Its capacity ranges 
between 210 to 330 passengers. 
 

https://citizentv.co.ke/news/shooting-110m-us-drone-tells-us-iran-260016/
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EgyptAir announced earlier that from July 2019 to May 2020, it would receive 12 Airbus 
220/300 aircraft, which were produced by Bombardier of Canada before being acquired by 
Airbus. 
 
In January 2020, the company will start receiving 15 Airbus A320, the latest and most 
advanced Airbus A320 to date, and another 12 Airbus 220/300 aircraft. 
 
This deal will update 50 percent of the size of the fleet, the company said, adding that the 
second phase of fleet upgrades will be from 2019 to 2027. 
 
EgyptAir’s network extends to more than 70 destinations in nearly 60 countries around the 
world to meet the needs of all customers, and it joined the Star Alliance in July 2008, and 
became the 21st member of the alliance which currently includes 27 airlines from the largest 
companies around the world. 
https://ww.egyptindependent.com/egyptair-to-receive-third-boeing-dreamliner-aircraft/ 
 
5.  Paris Airshow: Intelligent Engine, Siemens, Electric Flight, CO2 Emissions & Roundup 
 

 
Rolls-Royce reports strong progress in its civil aerospace 'IntelligentEngine' initiative 
24TH JUNE 2019  
BY: REBECCA CAMPBELL , CREAMER MEDIA SENIOR DEPUTY EDITOR 
 

UK-based global major power plant 
manufacturer Rolls-Royce has reported 
that its “IntelligentEngine” philosophy 
(also referred to as a vision) is making 
strong progress throughout its Civil 
Aerospace products and services 
“portfolio”, powerfully driven by the 
capabilities of digital technology. It 
affirmed that this was creating new 
opportunities for the company to supply 

its customers with increasingly connected, “more intelligent” engines and electrical systems. 
 
“We launched our IntelligentEngine vision last year at [the] Singapore Airshow, and it is 
concept that is moving forward at pace right through our business,” said Rolls-Royce 
president Chris Cholerton. “We are bringing the power of digital to shape everything we do in 
design, test, production and services. Developments like these are ensuring that we make the 
IntelligentEngine deliver further benefits for customers.” 
 
The group has a number of projects under way that are making this vision or philosophy 
concrete. These are the UltraFan programme, the construction of a new and very large 
testbed, the E-Fan X programme, a digital collaboration programme with Singapore Airlines, 

https://ww.egyptindependent.com/egyptair-to-receive-third-boeing-dreamliner-aircraft/
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maintenance robot development programmes, and a virtual reality engineer training 
programme with Qatar Airways. 
 
The UltraFan engine has undergone successful aerodynamic testing at ITP Aero in Biscay, 
Spain. This testing has verified the design methodologies and functional characteristics of its 
multi-stage intermediate pressure turbine, intended to operate at very high speeds in order 
to optimise the new engine architecture. The creation of this new engine took place using the 
latest digital design and production technology. 
 
The new testbed, being built at Derby in the UK, will be the largest indoor engine testbed in 
the world and will be commissioned next year. It will be used for testing the UltraFan engine, 
the ground tests of which will start there in 2021. 
 
The E-Fan X will be a flying hybrid-electric technology demonstrator aircraft, and is being 
developed in cooperation with Airbus. The ground testbed for its propulsion system (a 2.5 
MW, 15 000 rpm generator with 3 kV power electronics) is located at Trondheim, Norway, 
and is in its final preparatory stages. (The actual aircraft will be a modified Avro RJ100 
regional jet, which will have one of its four engines replaced by the hybrid-electric power 
plant.) 
 
The Rolls-Royce/Singapore Airlines digital cooperation programme will result in the creation 
of a “globally-connected platform allowing collaboration on digital solutions”, stated the 
Rolls-Royce press release. “The open platform will also facilitate industry peers and partners 
to securely collaborate on the development of digital solutions for the industry.” 
 
The maintenance robot programme involves the development of three different types of 
inspection and repair robots. The group is cooperating with Harvard University and the 
University of Nottingham to develop SWARM robots – miniature machines equipped with 
cameras which operate collaboratively to crawl through an engine and supply live-streamed 
images, hereby allowing inspection of difficult to access parts of the power plant; it has now 
been established that these little robots can crawl upside down within the engine. FLARE is a 
snake robot project, being carried out with the University of Nottingham and British company 
Metallisation; this involves having a pair of snake robots crawl through and engine, like 
endoscopes, and then making patch repairs to damaged thermal barrier coatings, without 
needing to take the engine off the wing. COBRA is another snake robot project, being 
developed in cooperation with the UK’s Atomic Energy Authority, UK-based enterprise OpTek 
Systems, and the University of Nottingham; in this case, it is focused on a snake robot five 
metres in length that can be directed through an engine by engineers at a remote location; a 
concept demonstration of the entire system is scheduled for next year. 
 
The virtual reality engineer training programme with Qatar Airways is “a first for the two 
companies”, reported Rolls-Royce. “The training immerses engineers in the process of 
separating a Trent XWB engine, using sight, sound and touch, without Qatar Airways 
providing a physical engine, or Rolls-Royce transporting an engine to Doha.” 
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https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-reports-strong-progress-in-its-civil-
aerospace-intelligentengine-initiative-2019-06-24/rep_id:4136 
 
 

 
 
Electric planes start small as industry wrestles with emissions Electrically-powered aircraft 
promises to halve carbon emissions by 2050. 
South Africa  
 
Laurence Frost and Alistair Smout, Reuters  /   
23 June 2019 00:49      
 
Israeli startup Eviation has wheeled out Alice, a battery-powered nine-seater due for its 
maiden flight later this year. Picture: Jasper Juinen, Bloomberg Israeli startup Eviation has 
wheeled out Alice, a battery-powered nine-seater due for its maiden flight later this year.  
 
An all-electric commuter plane and a small Airbus-backed hybrid are among aircraft 
programmes being touted at the Paris Airshow, as the industry tries to convince a sceptical 
public it can deliver on a pledge to halve carbon emissions by 2050. 
 
Israeli startup Eviation has wheeled out Alice, a battery-powered nine-seater due for its 
maiden flight later this year, while Airbus and suppliers Safran and Daher are showing a scale 
model of their planned EcoPulse, a similarly sized short-hopper that packs a fuel tank as well 
as batteries. 
 
The electric debuts come as European finance ministers are expected later this week to 
discuss ending aviation fuel tax exemptions in order to curb greenhouse emissions. 
 
The spread of social media posts “flight-shaming” air travel has also jangled executives’ 
nerves and added pressure to electrify, following the auto industry’s lead. 
 
Unlike cars, however, electric planes must heft their power packs aloft – a reality that limits 
them to small aircraft on the shortest routes, as even their proponents concede. 
 
“The impact of battery weight is an order of magnitude more severe for us,” said Stephane 
Cueille, Safran’s head of research, technology and innovation. 
 
The EcoPulse’s engine drives a central propeller and a generator to recharge its batteries and 
power additional electric props spread along the wingspan, delivering 20-40% fuel savings on 
trips up to several hundred kilometres. 
 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-reports-strong-progress-in-its-civil-aerospace-intelligentengine-initiative-2019-06-24/rep_id:4136
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-reports-strong-progress-in-its-civil-aerospace-intelligentengine-initiative-2019-06-24/rep_id:4136
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Whereas the French plane is still on the drawing board, Alice’s smooth contours can be seen 
on the tarmac at Le Bourget, north of Paris. Eviation is aiming for a first test-flight later this 
year and U.S. certification by 2022. 
 
On a single charge, Alice can fly 650 miles (1 046 kilometres) at 10 000 feet with a cruising 
speed of 276 miles per hour. Cape Air, a Massachusetts-based regional carrier, has taken an 
option to add a double-digit number of the $4 million planes to its fleet, Eviation disclosed at 
the show. 
 
Flying battery 
 
The aircraft, with a flattened profile and propellers at its wing tips, was designed as an 
electric plane from the ground up, said Omer Bar-Yohay, Eviation’s founder and CEO. 
 
“It’s basically a huge battery with some plane painted on it,” he told reporters. 
 
Among signs of growing interest from traditional players, engine maker Rolls-Royce said on 
Tuesday it had bought the electric aerospace division of Germany’s Siemens – which is also 
one of the suppliers of motors to Alice. 
 
Engineers see a bigger future for hybrids, which can combine lighter, downsized jet engines 
with an electric boost during take-off and climb, for a 30% fuel saving. The additional 
thrusters or e-propellers also help stability, allowing a more streamlined airframe to reduce 
drag and consumption further. 
 
“Then you’re starting to get to the kind of economics and sustainability that’s closer to a bus 
than it is to aviation historically,” United Technologies chief technology officer Paul Eremenko 
said during a panel discussion. 
 
UBS predicts demand for $178 billion in green aviation technologies by 2040 as they become 
more mainstream. 
 
“The consumer is probably going to demand an acceleration in this space,” said Celine 
Fornaro, the Swiss bank’s head of industrials research. “It’s starting to be more present in 
everyone’s conscience.” 
 
Airbus is also looking at hybrid-electric technology for future passenger aircraft generations, 
but few would bet on its readiness to power the 200-seaters expected to replace the 
workhorse A320 jet family in the 2030s. 
 
Carbon emissions from commercial aviation account for about 2.5% of the global total but 
are set to expand in step with emerging middle classes, especially in Asia. 
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To counter their impact, the industry is introducing the Corsia programme, which requires 
airlines to fund cuts to atmospheric carbon dioxide elsewhere, offsetting their emissions 
growth while awaiting hybrid planes and alternative fuels. 
 
‘Decades away’ 
 
Reconciling airlines’ growth ambitions with their promised 50% carbon emissions cut from 
2005 levels will be no easy task. 
 
“We don’t know how that’s going to happen yet,” said Greg Hyslop, Boeing’s technology 
chief. 
 
But aerospace leaders are adamant that the answer cannot be fewer flights. 
 
“We’ve got to make aviation grow and be sustainable,” Rolls-Royce CTO Paul Stein said 
during the same panel. “Those who propose travelling less are heading for a darker place.” 
 
Brussels-based lobby group Airlines for Europe said “taxing aviation is not a solution”, in a 
statement ahead of the EU ministerial meetings starting on Thursday in the Netherlands. 
 
But campaigners like Greenpeace transport specialist Sarah Fayolle say taxation and other 
regulation is warranted by the urgent need to slash emissions. 
 
“We’re facing a climate emergency that cannot wait for uncertain technological solutions 
that are decades away,” she said. 
 
https://www.moneyweb.co.za/news/tech/electric-planes-start-small-as-industry-wrestles-with-
emissions/ 
 

 
 
Aviation technology leaders reaffirm their determination to cut industry’s CO2 emissions 
18TH JUNE 2019  
BY: REBECCA CAMPBELL CREAMER MEDIA SENIOR DEPUTY EDITOR 
 
At the 2019 Paris Air Show on Tuesday, the chief technology officers (CTOs) of seven of the 
world’s major aerospace companies issued a joint statement on their joint and cooperative 
commitment to reduce carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions by the aviation industry. The 
companies were, in alphabetical order, Airbus, Boeing, Dassault Aviation, GE Aviation (part of 
the General Electric group), Rolls-Royce, Safran and United Technologies (which owns Collins 
Aerospace and Pratt & Whitney). 
 
The CTOs pointed out that the aviation industry contributed 2% of human produced CO2 
emissions, and that the industry had pledged itself to cut its net emissions despite the 

https://www.moneyweb.co.za/news/tech/electric-planes-start-small-as-industry-wrestles-with-emissions/
https://www.moneyweb.co.za/news/tech/electric-planes-start-small-as-industry-wrestles-with-emissions/
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significant increase in demand for air transport and travel. The industry, though its 
representative association, the Air Transport Action Group (Atag), had become the first 
industrial sector to commit itself to cutting its CO2 emissions to half of its 2005 levels by 2050 
and, in the much shorter term, to limit the growth of its net emissions by next year. 
 
“Aviation connects our world by efficiently and rapidly moving people, opening new 
economic opportunities and transporting food and goods all over our planet,” said the CTOs 
in their joint statement. “Aviation promotes global understanding, generating rich cultural 
exchanges and thereby contributing to peaceful co-existence. At the same time, climate 
change has become a clear concern for our society. … The aviation industry is already taking 
significant action to protect the planet and will continue to do so. … We are on track to meet 
[our] near-term commitments, including the 2019 implementation of the Carbon Offsetting 
and Reduction Scheme for International Aviation ([better known as] CORSIA) programme as 
agreed upon by the nations of the International Civil Aviation Organisation.” 
 
The achievement of a sustainable aviation industry depends on three lines of technology 
development. These are – the “relentless” development of aircraft and aero-engine 
technology and design to increase fuel efficiency and cut CO2 emissions; the 
commercialisation of alternative, sustainable, aviation fuels – some 185 000 commercial 
flights had established that current aircraft can use them; and the development of “radically 
new” aircraft and aero-engine technologies, as well as accelerating technologies, that will 
bring about the “third generation” of aviation. 
 
These developments would be complemented by other initiatives, including efficient air 
traffic management and fuel-burn reducing routing for aircraft. “Our industry has 
demonstrated significant progress on reducing noise and other environmental impacts and 
will continue to do so.” 
 
“As industry CTOs we are committed to driving the sustainability of aviation,” they affirmed. 
“We believe in this industry and its role in making our world a brighter and safer place  We 
also strongly believe we have an approach to make aviation sustainable and play an even 
bigger role in our global community.” 
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/aviation-technology-leaders-reaffirm-their-
determination-to-cut-industrys-co2-emissions-2019-06-18/rep_id:4136 
 

 
Paris air show commercial roundup 
Written by ADIT - The Bulletin - 24th Jun 2019160 
 
Paris Air Show 2019. 
Here is a roundup of commercial and business aviation news from the 2019 Paris Air Show, 
which took place from 17 to 23 June at Le Bourget. 
 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/aviation-technology-leaders-reaffirm-their-determination-to-cut-industrys-co2-emissions-2019-06-18/rep_id:4136
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/aviation-technology-leaders-reaffirm-their-determination-to-cut-industrys-co2-emissions-2019-06-18/rep_id:4136
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Following a similar focus at EBACE a month earlier, the Paris Air Show displayed its ambitions 
in terms of renewable solutions for aviation as political pressure intensifies on the matter. 23 
industry leaders, research organizations and university associations signed on 19 June a ‘Joint 
Declaration of European Aviation Research Stakeholders Related to Clean Aviation in Horizon 
Europe’, thus laying the foundations of a European partnership to help with decarbonisation 
and build on progress made under the Clean Sky programs. Among the signatories were 
Airbus’ CEO Guillaume Faury, Safran’s CEO Philippe Petitcolin, Rolls-Royce’s CEO Warren East, 
and Leonardo’s CEO Alessandro Profumo. They called on the European Commission, 
Parliament, and Council to determine a framework for the partnership and provide funding 
to develop relevant technologies. The global aviation leaders, meanwhile, pointed to efforts 
already undertaken under the 2019 implementation of the Carbon Offsetting and Reduction 
Scheme for International Aviation (CORSIA). This focus on alternative solutions had also been 
justified by Guillaume Faury just before the show’s opening as he laid out the stakes behind 
clean aviation in the coming years: “It represents 2.5% of CO2 emissions today. But if we had 
not constantly improved our aircraft by reducing these emissions by 80%, today we would be 
between 8% and 10% due to the increase in traffic”. 
 
Steve Nordlund, VP and General Manager for Boeing’s NeXt program (focused on VTOL) 
stated that his division was also looking at a suite of possibilities from biofuels to hybrid-
electric engines and all-electric vehicles. Boeing brought for that very reason its autonomous 
Passenger Air Vehicle electric vertical takeoff and landing (eVTOL) aircraft to the show and 
made it available for display. Gulfstream promoted its commitment to biofuels as well by 
flying its G650, G550, and G280 to the Paris show on a sustainable biofuel blend. Meanwhile 
GE Aviation’s president and CEO David Joyce reiterated on 17 June the engine-maker’s 
commitment to research, although he believes much work still remains ahead on the battery 
side of the equation to reach the proper weight ratios. 
 
Although the week started poorly for Boeing after an issue on the GE9X engine prevented the 
debut flight of the B-777X, the situation evolved on a much more positive note. In a much 
commented battle between Airbus and Boeing over commercial aircraft orders, the Chicago 
based-firm has managed to secure a number of substantial orders despite the MAX’s trouble. 
It first won a 30-plane 787 order from Korean Airlines which agreed to buy 10 new 787-10s 
and 10 additional 787-9s valued at $6.3bn (list prices). The operator added that it will also 
lease 10 787-10s from Air Lease Corp according to Bloomberg. Air Lease Corp. reached itself 
a deal to purchase five 787-9 Dreamliners, valued at $1.5bn at list prices. Most importantly, 
European Airline Group IAG inked a Letter of Intent for 200 737 MAX including a mix of -8s 
and -10s variants. Although the order would reach $24bn at list prices, the lessor likely 
negotiated a steep discount according to Teal’s Group analyst Richard Aboulafia. IAG’s CEO 
(Willie Walsh), a former 737 pilot, stated that recent crashes were obviously on his mind but 
stressed that “looking to the future, [the MAX] is a great aircraft”. Boeing Commercial 
Airplanes’ head (Kevin McAllister) declared to that occasion that it was: “a very special day, 
and we can’t thank [IAG] enough for the confidence you placed in the 737 Max family”. 
 
Meanwhile Dennis Muilenburg stepped in to address the infamous MAX case, declaring that 
his firm “clearly had [made] a mistake in the implementation of the [MCAS related] alert” in 
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an attempt to win back customer trust. Overall, Boeing secured 232 order commitments at 
PAS including the massive order from IAG for 200 MAX and Korean Airlines’ Letter of Intent 
for 30 B787s. 
 
Embraer secured a letter of intent from KLM’s Cityhopper branch on 19 June, covering up to 
35 E195-E2 jets along with a future firm order of 15 narrow-bodies and purchase rights for 
another 20. Embraer places the value of the preliminary contract at $2.48bn if list prices are 
to be trusted. Appearing with Embraer Commercial Aviation CEO John Slattery, KLM 
president and CEO Pieter Elbers confirmed that deliveries would occur between 2021 and 
2023. Featuring 30-percent more range than the E195, the E195-E2 would allow KLM 
Cityhopper still farther into southern Europe. Overall, Embraer secured 78 orders during the 
Paris Air Show (PAS), all of which coming from its E-Jet family. 
 
As reported by Aviation Week, Mitsubishi Aircraft Corp. revealed that it had signed a 
memorandum of understanding for 15 SpaceJet M100s from an identified North American 
entity making it the launch customer for the aircraft. The MOU, announced on 19 June, clears 
the way for “formal negotiations” to begin, and if a firm order goes through deliveries would 
begin in 2024. 
 
As reported by Aviator, ST Engineering’s A321 passenger-to-freighter (P2F) joint conversion 
program with Airbus and EFW secured a Letter of Intent (LOI) for an A321 converted freighter 
from BBAM, a global leader in aircraft lease management. The document was signed at the 
Paris Air Show. The A321 passenger aircraft will be inducted for conversion into a 14-pallet 
cargo configuration by mid-2020, and is scheduled for redelivery later that same year. The 
order by BBAM follows a launch contract that was announced in 2018. Thanks to a 
substantial payload-range capability of 27.9 metric tons for a range of 2,300 nautical miles, 
the A321-P2F appears indeed as a viable narrowbody freighter for domestic and regional 
operations. Prototype conversion of the A321P2F will be completed by end of this year, while 
the STC is expected to be obtained in early 2020. 
 
Oman Air, a regional customer of Boeing’s grounded 737 Max jets, warned it will begin talks 
with Airbus for alternative aircraft if Boeing does not deliver according to its promised 
recovery plan by Monday. Further information hasn’t been made public since. 
 
Collins Aerospace Power & Controls signed a long-term contract with Ethiopian Airlines for 
the support of their Q400 fleet, in a deal estimated at $500mn. Ethiopian’s CEO Tewolde 
Gebremariam, added that “this was only the beginning” since his firm intends to grow Addis 
Ababa’s MRO center, already the largest in Africa according to him. 
 
As anticipated, Airbus secured a number of significant orders in the commercial segment 
during the Paris Air Show. Saudi Arabian Airlines increased its commitment for A320neo jets 
from Airbus to as many as 100 aircraft, from up to 35 previously. The deal, including 15 of the 
newly launched long-distance A321XLR, would total about $7.5bn at list prices. Norwegian Air 
Shuttle has also been negotiating to buy the latest A321XLR jetliner as it seeks the extra 
range to serve smaller cities in the U.S. Midwest. However the airliner originally ordered 30 
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A321LRs, and the total may be reduced with the switch, Bjorn Kjos, its chief executive officer, 
told Bloomberg. Meanwhile Philippines’ largest carrier, Cebu Air, confirmed on 17 June its 
order for 31 aircraft including 10 long-range jets. The deal for 16 A330neo wide-bodies and 
15 A320neo-family aircraft includes 10 A321XLR. Planes are scheduled for delivery from 2021 
to 2026 and would be worth $6.8 billion based on the list price. American Airlines Group is 
also considering an order for as many as 50 of Airbus SE’s new long-range A321XLR jets, a 
person familiar with the discussions said. Qantas has meanwhile committed to taking 36 
Airbus A321XLRs, thus updating its order log. The change sees 26 of its 99 existing A320neo 
orders converted to the longest-ranging variant, while it will also order 10 additional 
A321XLRs. Overall, Airbus secured 383 aircraft order commitments over the entire week, 
including 238 for the A320neo family, 80 A220s and 35 A320ceo. 
 
Airbus also promoted another one of its ‘clean’ projects as it announced its E-Fan X hybrid 
aircraft, jointly developed with Siemens and Rolls-Royce, should fly before late 2021. The 
plane is a revamp of a former all-electric project (E-Fan) that was forsaken in 2017, as a 
hybrid system is deemed more feasible at the moment. The E-Fan X will carry a 2 megawatt 
electric motor mounted on a BAe 146, making it the most powerful aircraft of its class. 
Following similar objectives, Safran and Airbus Helicopters signed a Letter of Intent intending 
to further CO2 emissions and sound levels for future aircraft and VTOLs, notably by exploring 
alternatives fuels and more efficient gas turbines. “We are on the verge of a green revolution 
in our industry, and as the world’s largest civil helicopter manufacturer I believe it is our 
responsibility to advance technologies and solutions that will continue to make vertical flight 
the best choice to connect cities and carry passengers safely in urban environments,” said 
Bruno Even, Airbus Helicopters CEO. “This future cooperation with Safran Helicopter Engines 
will ensure that we are in the best position to leverage and mature new propulsion methods 
that will support the development of cleaner and quieter helicopter platforms”. On a similar 
note Airbus’ Survey Copter branch signed on 17 June with a French administrative region 
(Hauts-de-France) an agreement on the exploration of potential drone deliveries in the area. 
Both actors will first undertake a six months study in order to evaluate the project’s 
feasibility. 
 
AirAsia and CFM International inked on 18 June an agreement for the purchase of 200 Leap-
1A engines to power the airline’s 100 A321neos, following an intent to purchase the engines 
formulated back in 2016. At the same time, AirAsia has expanded its 20-year Rate-Per-Flight-
Hour (RPFH) agreement to cover its entire fleet of 808 Leap-1A engines for a combined value 
of $23.1bn (list price). Under the terms of the agreement, CFM Services guarantees 
maintenance costs for the AirAsia’s engines on a dollar-per-flight-hour basis. Overall CFM 
secured several substantial orders from Indigo (ordering 560 LEAP-1A), Avolon (140 LEAP-1A) 
and CDB Leasing (90 LEAP-1A) just to name a few. Overall CFM announced a total order 
record of $55bn from the Parish Air Show which include engine procurement and 
maintenance services. 
 
Regional aircraft manufacturer ATR signed with aircraft lessor NAC a letter of intent on 18 
June regarding a firm order for 35 ATR 72-600s, with an option for 35 others and purchase 
rights for 35 additional aircraft. Delivery of the first 35 aircraft will begin in 2020 and continue 
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until 2025. ATR also says it has secured deals for 22 ATR 72-600s from undisclosed customers 
and an order for one ATR 42-600 from Colombian carrier Easyfly. In the regional sector, ATR 
is closing in on launching a new short take-off and landing version of its ATR 42-600 after 
detailing commitments for 17 of the type on Wednesday. Launch customer would be 
turboprop leasing specialist Elix Aviation Capital which has signed for 10 of the type while Air 
Tahiti has signed for two and ATR has another commitment for five of the type from an 
undisclosed customer. Overall, a total of 145 order commitments (72-600s and 42-600s) have 
been secured by ATR over the week, making it the third most successful manufacturer behind 
Airbus and Boeing in terms of unit sold. 
 
Thales announced on 17 June the launch of IVEN, the first digital platform that connects 
aerospace and defence manufacturers with spare parts suppliers. The platform will propose 
various parts such as aircraft fasteners, electrical, electronic or mechanical components, 
manufactured materials for both sale and purchase, all of it covered by “optimal traceability 
and security”. IVEN thus intends to improve the operational availability of equipment, while 
also reducing inventory and purchasing costs. Initial launch is planned for January 2020 
according to Thales. 
 
Dublin-based lessor Avolon announced on 18 June that it would order 140 CFM LEAP 1-A 
engines to power 70 A320neos. The order amounts to a total of $2bn (list prices) and 
represents Avolon’s largest ever engine order to date, and one of CFM’s biggest ever engine 
transactions with a lessor for the LEAP engine. 
 
Rolls-Royce agreed to purchase a business specializing in electric aircraft production from 
Siemens, the company announced on 18 June. Siemens eAircraft, which Rolls-Royce has 
previously collaborated with on its experimental E-Fan X technology demonstrator, employs 
about 180 people in Germany and Hungary. Although the company’s work has focused on 
commercial applications, Rolls-Royce’s electric and hybrid propulsion development activity 
has involved its M250 engine, which is in service in a variety of rotary-wing military platforms. 
Terms of the acquisition were not disclosed although it is expected to close later this year. 
 
Bombardier announced on 16 June that its G7500 aircraft was named the ‘Best of the Best’ 
award by Robb Report, a leading authority on luxury. The aircraft also made its debut at the 
Paris Air Show, giving attendees at the event a chance to see the industry’s largest business 
aircraft so far. The G7500 business aircraft benefits from a strong range capability of 7,700 
nm (14,260 km) at M 0.85 with eight passengers, and will be able under certain conditions to 
fly non-stop from New York to Hong Kong, or Singapore to San Francisco, with a maximum 
operating speed of M 0.925. 
 
Gulfstream’s G-600 long range business jet made its debut at the Show after it completed 
flight testing on 22 May following a 28 months campaign. According to Flight Global, the five-
strong fleet logged over 3,200h across 870 sorties. “Everything is ready to go from our end. 
We can’t wait to get the aircraft into our customer’s hands,” says Neal. 
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Qatar Airways will announce a stake in a sixth overseas carrier in the coming months, Chief 
Executive Officer Akbar Al Baker said, as the Persian Gulf operator turns to outside 
investments to boost revenue and cash amid a Saudi-led embargo restricting its flights. “We 
are buying stakes in successful airlines and we will continue to do so,” he said, without 
naming a target company. “Soon you will hear about another investment.” 
 
Eviation announced on 18 June that it had found its first client for its 9-seat hybrid aircraft 
dubbed Alice. The battery can provide up to 60% of the required thrust for take-off. The 
customer is Cape Air, a US-based operator which is reportedly going to acquire a ‘double-
digit’ fleet. 
 
Airbus, Daher and Safran presented a mock-up of their upcoming ‘Ecopulse’ aircraft for a 
maiden flight due in 2022. Based on Daher’s TMB plane, the Ecopulse is the results of 18 
months of research and shall be powered by one central thermal engine and six smaller 
electrical ones placed on the wings. With this demonstrator, manufacturers expect energy 
savings of 30 to 40% for short distance flights and a minimum of 15% for longer ones. On this 
project, Safran will supply a hybrid propulsion system distributed over the wings, Airbus will 
install a high energy density battery in the aircraft and Daher will install the components and 
systems while also carrying out the tests from its facility in south-western France. 
 
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/paris-air-show-commercial-roundup/ 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/paris-air-show-commercial-roundup/


 

17 | 
 

 

6. Air Austral TRENT 1000:  AOG Boeing 787 on 3rd June 2019 

 
Further to Journalist submitted Q&A and background briefing telephone call with Journal de 
Mayotte: 
 
(French and Google Translated Version) 
 

 
 
Rolls Royce : ” Des ailettes nouvelle génération pour les moteurs Trent 1000 des Boeing 787″ 
« En raison des problématiques sur les moteurs Rolls Royce… » Les communiqués d’Air Austral se 
suivent et se ressemblent pour expliquer les annulations de vol. Nous nous sommes donc interrogés 
sur la fréquence des remplacements des ailettes de moteur Trent 1000 sur les Dreamliners, en 
contactant directement la société britannique. 
Par Anne Perzo - 24 juin 2019 
 
A peine un an après avoir été obligée d’immobiliser ses deux B787-8, 11 mois exactement, la 
compagnie Air Austral est de nouveau contrainte de se passer d’un de ses deux Dreamliner, son F-
OLRC. Les mêmes causes ayant produit les mêmes effets : l’usure prématurée des ailettes des 
moteurs de la série Trent 1000 chez Rolls Royce, équipant les Boeing 787. L’appareil étant de 
nouveau bloqué pendant deux mois, Air Austral, seule à desservir Mayotte, jongle avec les 
affrètements, pour tenter de coller au trafic de haute saison qui s’annonce. 
 
La société Rolls Royce se disant prête à répondre à nos questions, nous avons tenté d’en savoir plus, 
sur le risque que ce phénomène se produise de nouveau à courte échéance, en particulier sur le 
second Dreamliner, qui supplée actuellement son frère jumeau sur la liaison directe Mayotte-Paris. 
 
C’est en 2016 que les premiers problèmes apparaissent sur la série de moteurs Trent 1000 équipant 
le B787. Depuis, plusieurs compagnies ont été touchées outre Air Austral, puisque l’exploitation de 
British Airways, de la japonaise ANA, de Norwegian, de Singapore Airlines et de Virgin Atlantic, a elle 
aussi été perturbée. 
 
A l’été 2018, ce sont même prés de 50 avions qui étaient cloués au sol. De son côté Rolls Royce 
identifie l’origine du problème, la corrosion accélérée des ailettes de moteur, comme nous 
l’expliquent ses représentants, depuis le salon du Bourget à Paris : « Nos ailettes ‘ Intermediate 
Pressure compressor’ chargées d’adapter le volume d’air admis dans la chambre de compression, 
ont vu leur durée de vie raccourcies par les conditions environnementales autour des appareils, 
particulièrement au-dessus de certains aéroports, avec des particules susceptibles de provoquer une 
accélération de l’usure ». 
 
Les ailettes « new generation » validées 
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Le nouveau design des ailettes 
Les dirigeants de Rolls Royce ne se prononcent pas en revanche sur l’impact que pourrait avoir sur 
les moteurs, les fortes poussées au décollage sur la courte piste de Pamandzi. Il est vrai que d’autres 
compagnies sont touchées dans le monde par la même usure sur leurs B 787, sans cette 
particularité. « Certaines parties de moteurs Trent 1000 s’usent plus rapidement que d’autres, pour 
les raisons d’environnement mentionnées ci-dessus, mais aussi en fonction des contrainte 
d’ingénierie propres à chaque appareil », commentent-ils. 
 
Pour y pallier, l’entreprise a travaillé depuis un an pour revoir la composition de ses pièces, et a 
élaboré un prototype, une ailette redesignée, avec de nouveaux composants. Elle vient d’obtenir 
une double validation de la part de l’Agence Européenne de la Sécurité Aérienne (AESA), et de la 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). « Nous ne l’avions pas encore l’année dernière, c’est 
pourquoi les appareils ne pouvaient encore recevoir ces nouvelles ailettes. Mais désormais, les 
ailettes nouvelle génération équiperont tous les avions concernés ». 
 
Pas de précision sur la durée de vie de ces ailettes « new generation », en revanche : « En fait, nous 
avons revu toute la procédure de contrôle. Désormais, nous surveillons en permanence l’usure des 
ailettes depuis notre nouveau Airline Aircraft Availability Centre, ouvert en juin 2017. Il combine les 
derniers outils de management numérique, avec l’innovation technologique. » Une technicité dont 
la marque ne disposait pas lors de la découverte des premiers problèmes, expliquant les délais de 
fabrication de nouvelles pièces. 
 
Le 2ème Dreamliner recevra les mêmes ailettes 
 
Les moteurs du Dreamliner aux couleurs du volcan seront eux aussi équipés 
C’est ainsi que par le biais du boroscope effectué le 3 juin dernier, imposé désormais par l’Agence 
européenne de sécurité aérienne à toutes les compagnies utilisant ce type de moteur Trent 1000, Air 
Austral a pu faire constater l’état des ailettes, bloquant immédiatement l’avion au sol. Avec la 
fabrication en série des nouvelles pièces, plus besoin d’immobiliser l’appareil sur une aussi longue 
période comme c’est actuellement le cas, « il restera bloqué deux mois au total ». Le second B787-8 
d’Air Austral sera lui aussi équipé de cette nouvelle technologie, “toute la flotte d’avions concernés 
les recevra”. 
 
Pas de divulgation de chiffre sur la compensation versée à la compagnie réunionnaise pour le 
manque à gagner, « cela relève du domaine d’accords commerciaux que nous ne pouvons divulguer 
». Le journal Les Echos avait avancé la somme de 800 millions de pounds, « nous travaillons 
étroitement avec Air Austral », obtiendrons-nous pour toute réponse. 
 
Par contre, Rolls Royce confirme que cette mésaventure lui coute sa participation au marché de la 
motorisation du B 797, ou NMA*, « nous nous retirons, n’étant pas en mesure de monter une 
proposition dans les temps. » 
 
Rolls Royce: "New generation fins for Boeing 787's Trent 1000 engines" 
 
"Because of the problems with the Rolls Royce engines ..." Air Austral's press releases follow each 
other and look alike to explain flight cancellations. We therefore wondered about the frequency of 
replacements of the Trent 1000 engine blades on the Dreamliners, by contacting the British 
company directly. 
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Barely a year after being forced to immobilize his 
two B787-8, 11 months exactly, Air Austral is again 
forced to do without one of his two Dreamliner, 
his F-OLRC. The same causes having produced the 
same effects: the premature wear of the fins of 
the Trent 1000 series engines Rolls Royce, 
equipping the Boeing 787. The aircraft being again 
blocked for two months, Air Austral, only to serve 
Mayotte, juggle with the charters, to try to stick to 

the high season traffic which is announced. 
 
The company Rolls Royce being ready to answer our questions, we tried to know more about the risk 
that this phenomenon will happen again in the short term, especially on the second Dreamliner, who 
is currently replacing his twin brother on the direct link Mayotte-Paris. 
 
It is in 2016 that the first problems appear on the series of engines Trent 1000 equipping the B787. 
Since then, several companies have been affected in addition to Air Austral, since the operations of 
British Airways, Japan's ANA, Norwegian, Singapore Airlines and Virgin Atlantic have also been 
disrupted. 
 
In the summer of 2018, nearly 50 aircraft were grounded. For its part Rolls Royce identifies the origin 
of the problem, the accelerated corrosion of the engine fins, as we explain its representatives, since 
the Paris Air Show: "Our fins 'Intermediate Pressure compressor' responsible for adjusting the 
volume air admitted into the compression chamber, have seen their life shortened by the 
environmental conditions around the aircraft, particularly above some airports, with particles likely 
to cause an acceleration of wear ". 
 
The "new generation" fins validated 

The new wing design 
On the other hand, the leaders of Rolls Royce do not 
pronounce on the impact that could have on the engines, the 
strong take-offs on the short track of Pamandzi. It is true that 
other companies are affected in the world by the same wear 
on their B 787, without this particularity. "Some parts of Trent 
1000 engines wear out faster than others, for the 
environmental reasons mentioned above, but also depending 
on the specific engineering constraints of each device," they 
comment. 

 
To overcome this, the company has been working for a year to review the composition of its parts, 
and has developed a prototype, a redesigned wing, with new components. It has just obtained a 
double validation from the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) and the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA). "We did not have it yet last year, so the aircraft could not get these new fins 
yet. But now, the new generation wings will equip all aircraft involved. 
 
No details on the lifetime of these "new generation" fins, on the other hand: "In fact, we have 
reviewed the entire control procedure. From now on, we are constantly watching for fin wear from 
our new Airline Aircraft Availability Center, which opened in June 2017. It combines the latest digital 
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management tools with technological innovation. A technicality that the brand did not have at the 
time of the discovery of the first problems, explaining the time of manufacture of new parts. 
 
The 2nd Dreamliner will receive the same fins 
 
The engines of the Dreamliner in the colors of the volcano will also be equipped 
Thus, through the boroscope carried out last June 3 , now imposed by the European Aviation Safety 
Agency to all companies using this type of Trent 1000 engine, Air Austral was able to ascertain the 
condition of the fins, immediately blocking the plane on the ground. With the mass production of 
new parts, no need to immobilize the device over such a long period as is currently the case, "it will 
remain blocked two months in total". The second B787-8 Air Austral will also be equipped with this 
new technology, "the entire fleet of aircraft will receive them". 
 
No disclosure of figures on the compensation paid to the Reunion company for the shortfall, "this is 
the domain of trade agreements that we can not disclose". The newspaper Les Echos had advanced 
the sum of 800 million pounds, "we work closely with Air Austral," we will get for any answer. 
 
On the other hand, Rolls Royce confirms that this mishap costs him his participation in the market of 
the motorization of B 797, or NMA *, "we retire, not being able to mount a proposal on time. " 
 
Interviewed by Anne Perzo-Lafond 
 
https://lejournaldemayotte.yt/2019/06/24/rolls-royce-des-ailettes-nouvelle-generation-pour-les-
boeing-787-equipes-de-moteurs-trent-1000/ 
  

https://lejournaldemayotte.yt/2019/06/24/rolls-royce-des-ailettes-nouvelle-generation-pour-les-boeing-787-equipes-de-moteurs-trent-1000/
https://lejournaldemayotte.yt/2019/06/24/rolls-royce-des-ailettes-nouvelle-generation-pour-les-boeing-787-equipes-de-moteurs-trent-1000/
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Air Austral increases service to Paris with a stopover in Kenya 
20-06-2019 13:02:00 | by: Bob Koigi |  
 
Air Austral has increased flights between the French island of Mayotte in the Indian Ocean and Paris 
to daily services. 
 
The southbound flight includes a technical stop in Mombasa, Kenya, for refueling while the 
northbound flight, for the same reason, stops over in Nairobi, Kenya as the aircraft does not have 
the range for a nonstop flight. 
 
This increased schedule is possible after the airline leased an A330 aircraft to temporarily replace a 
B787, which at the busiest time of the year is grounded due to ongoing engine issues and mandatory 
inspections of the Rolls Royce Trent 1000. 
 
A second leased A330 aircraft will arrive in early July to cater for increased high season flights and to 
operate on the route from Reunion to Bangkok. 
 
Both Reunion and Mayotte - French Indian Ocean regions are members of the Vanilla Island alliance 
which brings together these islands with Mauritius, Madagascar, the Comoros and Seychelles for 
tourism. 
 
https://africabusinesscommunities.com/news/air-austral-increases-service-to-paris-with-a-stopover-
in-kenya/ 
 
 
 
 
PNC Contact - TRANSLATED 
AIR AUSTRAL WILL ENSURE ITS SUMMER PROGRAM 
Air Austral has one of its Boeing 787 immobilized in metropolis following the discovery of defective 
fins on a Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine that equips the aircraft. The Boeing 787 is therefore blocked 
until September when it is soon the beginning of the high season for the company Reunion. 
 
Air Austral has one of its Boeing 787 immobilized in metropolis following the discovery of defective 
fins on a Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine that equips the aircraft. The Boeing 787 is therefore blocked 
until September when it is soon the beginning of the high season for the company Reunion. 
 
The flights have, for the moment, not been disturbed thanks to the chartering of Wamos aircraft and 
the program until June 15 is assured. 
 

https://africabusinesscommunities.com/news/air-austral-increases-service-to-paris-with-a-stopover-in-kenya/
https://africabusinesscommunities.com/news/air-austral-increases-service-to-paris-with-a-stopover-in-kenya/
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For the continuation it is a little more complicated. Air Austral needs to find two devices to ensure its 
summer program and, for the moment, it only has one. It is Aigle Azur that will be linking Mayotte - 
Paris with its Airbus A330-200. Stephanie Begert, Head of Corporate Communication, said: 
 

We are pleased to have concluded with this company because it provides a level of benefits roughly 
in line with the standards we have at Air Austral. 

 
For the second plane negotiations are underway according to the airline. 
 
Regarding the fins Rolls Royce has finally modified the parts and Air Austral will have IP fins of new 
generation. The currently defective fins were changed only 6 months ago! 
 
Air Austral seems close to being able to ensure its program been in its entirety, the last adjustments 
should be known in the hours to come. 
https://www.pnc-contact.com/2019/06/13/air-austral-assurera-son-programme-ete  
 
Temoignages      TRANSLATED 
Mayotte: Mahorais called to rally against Air Austral 
Demonstration today in Mayotte against air tickets too expensive 
Manuel Marchal / June 15, 2019 
 
"All against Air Austral" is the title of the special edition of "News of Mayotte" which calls for 
support the event held today in Mamoudzou to denounce the practices of the company vis-à-vis the 
Mahorais. Other mobilizations are planned within the Mahoran diaspora in Paris, Marseille and 
Reunion. 
 
The choice to replace the Boeing 777-200 LR with 787 "terrible teens" poses serious problems for 
the opening up of Mayotte. 
 
Mayotte and its diaspora in Reunion and France are called to rise against Air Austral today. The 
protest against the airline must be held in Mamoudzou. The Mahorais want to denounce tariffs 
deemed abusive, as well as delays and cancellations of theft. 
 
This information made the "a" of a special edition of the "News of Mayotte". Our colleague recalls 
that he "revealed why the Reunion company was charging such high tariffs to Mahorais customers in 
order to compensate for the stiff competition that opposes it against other airlines on the Réunion-
Paris line. Basically, the Mahorais pay more for the Reunionese to travel cheaper. 
 
On these tariffs, the explanation of the company is to reject the responsibility on Total, another 
monopoly company in another strategic sector: the import of fuels. It does not hold according to our 
colleague who said that "certainly the price of fuel is more at Mayotte, but Air Austral knows how to 
fly its planes for trips back to Mayotte-Meeting without doing the full Mayotte, idem on the line se 
Direct-Mayotte-Paris, planes made almost every time a stopover in Nairobi story to remake full full. 
 
The strategy to replace the Boeing 777-200 LR capable of flying non-stop Mayotte-Paris by a 787 is 
also put on the grill: "pre-production aircraft having nothing to do with the aircraft currently built." 
And adding that "this questionable choice has cost the company with repeated failures, cancellations 
of theft due to technical reasons ... Since their commissioning in June 2016 they have accumulated 
twenty failures not counting the large capital required following the defective fins detected on the 

https://www.pnc-contact.com/2019/06/13/air-austral-assurera-son-programme-ete
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Rolls-Royce Trend engines (...) this immobilization was once again an excuse for a disastrous 
communication from the company that explained that being forced to charter planes would put a 
strain on its budget. Our newspaper revealed that it was wrong, 
 
The aircraft chartered during these fixed assets are qualified as "old zincs at the end of the roll" with 
"shattered seats even blocked", "screens of cinema out of order", that "which did not move the 
direction of Air Austral which continued to pay a high price even on worn-out aircraft and we cast a 
modest veil on the benefits served on board. 
 
To compensate for the current immobilization of one of these 787s, and the future one of the other 
Dreamliner, Air Austral has leased two Airbus A330-200s of equivalent capacity. They will be 
assigned on the routes provided by the Boeing for repair. From the outset, Air Austral recalls that 
these planes can not fly to Paris non-stop, so they will refuel in Mombasa or Nairobi after their 
takeoff Mayotte. The Air Austral press release also issued by "Les Nouvelles de Mayotte" has not 
extinguished the fire that has been raging for several years because of the monopoly exercised by an 
airline for the opening up of Mayotte. 
 
MM 
https://www.temoignages.re/developpement/deplacements-transports/mayotte-les-mahorais-
appeles-a-se-rassembler-contre-air-austral,95730 
 
ATW Online 
Air Austral leases two A330s to cover for grounded 787 
Jun 14, 2019 Helen Massy-Beresford 
Air Austral has leased two Airbus A330-200s to help limit disruption to its peak summer schedule 
after grounding one of its two Boeing 787s for at least two months because of ongoing issues with 
Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 engines. 
 
The aircraft mainly operates on the service between Paris and Mayotte, an overseas department of 
France, which the La Reunion-based carrier is increasing to seven direct weekly flights from June 15.  
 
From June 16, an Airbus A330-200 leased from French leisure airline Aigle Azur (with 287 seats 
including 19 in business class) will operate on the Paris-Mayotte route with an hour-long stop in 
Mombasa. The aircraft will also operate as needed between Mayotte and La Reunion.  
 
From July 1, another Airbus A330-200 (with a 266-seat configuration, including 24 in business class) 
leased from Spanish company Wamos will allow Air Austral to maintain its La Reunion-Bangkok 
route as well as Mayotte-La Reunion and Mayotte-Paris, including a technical layover, expected to 
be in Nairobi. 
 
Air Austral grounded the 787-8 June 4 following one of the detailed monthly examinations of the 
level of wear of the blades that airlines operating Trent 1000-powered aircraft have been required to 
carry out as part of a wider program of checks since the problems came to light last year. 
 
Last year, when the airline had to ground its other Boeing 787-8, it wet-leased an Airbus A380 from 
Portuguese charter airline Hi Fly to make up part of the shortfall in its schedule. 
 
Air Austral’s fleet comprises two 787-8s, three 777-300s, two 737-800s and one ATR 72-500. 
 

https://www.temoignages.re/developpement/deplacements-transports/mayotte-les-mahorais-appeles-a-se-rassembler-contre-air-austral,95730
https://www.temoignages.re/developpement/deplacements-transports/mayotte-les-mahorais-appeles-a-se-rassembler-contre-air-austral,95730
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https://atwonline.com/aircraft-engines/air-austral-leases-two-a330s-cover-grounded-787 
 
La 1ere 
Air Austral charters 2 aircraft to deal with the high season 
The failing Rolls Royce engines, the Air Austral Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC has been immobilized since June 
3 for a minimum of two months. A long immobilization that the company must manage with the 
arrival of the high season 
Published on 14/06/2019 at 05:00 
 
Air Austral launches this Saturday, June 15 a program of 7 direct flights per week Mayotte-Paris. 
After several days of active search, the company has today confirmed two charter solutions, which 
ensure flights Mayotte-Paris, with however a technical stop imposed by the constraints of the short 
track of Pamandzi.  
 
Air Austral has had to stop one of its boeing 787-8 since June 3 because of a problem with the blades 
of the turbines. The concern is unfortunately recurrent on these aircraft equipped with this type of 
engine engines Rolls Royce Trent 1000. 
  
"Of course, I regret this situation and the inconvenience that could result from it.We have done our 
utmost and spared no effort to find an alternative to our 787. The best possible given the constraints 
that We have to take into account, we have managed to maintain the Mayotte-Paris flights is a great 
satisfaction "Marie Joseph Malé, President and CEO of Air Austral   
 
2 chartered aircraft will therefore complement the Air Austral fleet. This is, for the first chartered 
aircraft, an A330-200 from the French company AIGLE AZUR that will complement the Air Austral 
fleet from June 16. The device configured in two-class has 287 seats, including 19 business seats. It 
will operate in a dedicated way on Mayotte-Paris lines with a one-hour stopover in Kenya in 
Mombasa, and / or on the Mayotte-Réunion line. 
 
The second aircraft, another A330-200 from the Spanish company Wamos, will be available from July 
1st. The aircraft has 266 seats, including 24 business seats. This will allow the company to ensure 
during the downtime of its 787 and, in addition to the rest of its fleet, operations on the Réunion-
Bangkok line, but also on Mayotte-Réunion or Mayotte-Mayotte lines. Paris, including a technical 
stopover, planned at this stage in Nairobi.  
  
The use of these two aircraft, as well as that of the second Boeing 787-8 of the company, will allow 
the maintenance of Mayotte-Paris connections without considering connections to Reunion. A 
technical stop will however be expected from Mayotte, making the time of flights from 9:50 to 
10:50. 
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/reunion/air-austral-affrete-2-appareils-faire-face-haute-saison-
720950.html 
 
Imaz – IP Reunion - TRANSLATED 
Long track in Mayotte, what it would change, especially for Air Austral ... 
published the Saturday 08 June at 13H00/ Updated on Saturday, June 08 at 1:25 pm 
 
It is a true sea serpent. The file of the long track of Mayotte is only twists. On the subject, the state 
has taken two steps forward and three behind. In 2010, Nicolas Sarkozy had announced that 
Pamandzi's track would be lengthened by 2015. But there is the word and the acts. The presidents 

https://atwonline.com/aircraft-engines/air-austral-leases-two-a330s-cover-grounded-787
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/reunion/air-austral-affrete-2-appareils-faire-face-haute-saison-720950.html
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/reunion/air-austral-affrete-2-appareils-faire-face-haute-saison-720950.html
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have followed one another and almost 10 years after the announcement of Sarkozy, the project is 
still at a standstill. On May 20, our confreres from France Mayotte morning wrote that Emmanuel 
Macron would announce the extension of the airport runway during his visit in September but 
nothing is done, last February, the president was rather cautious on the subject ... This does not 
prevent that if this long track was to see the day, it would rebate the cards especially for Air Austral, 
The Pamandzi track, a real hassle  
 
Puzzle is probably what best summarizes the record of the track Pamandzi. A track too short that can 
only accommodate a specific type of device. Air Austral is one of the only companies to have made 
an effort by equipping its fleet with two Boeing 787-8s - the only aircraft in the world today capable 
of taking off at full load from the Pamandzi runway, "says the airline. . An effort or rather a winning 
bet, at present, the operator is the only one to ensure the Paris-Dzaoudzi link, a direct flight of 9:50 
five times a week. 
 
But you can not win on all counts, the Boeing 787-8 have a design flaw, the Rolls Royce engine. 
Aircraft equipment fins wear out early, a technical problem that prevents aircraft from flying. And 
the intense braking required for landing on the Pamandzi runway causes further breakdowns on the 
aircraft of the company. 
 
Read also: Boeing 787-7 immobilized: Air Austral unveils its crisis management plan 
 
Result, delays, cancellations and especially angry travellers. In Mayotte, Air Austral no longer has the 
coast. Tickets too expensive for a service that is not up to par. A petition denouncing a monopoly 
situation of the company pei Mayotte and accusing him of "racketeering" travellers on the networks 
since early May 2019, nearly 9,000 signatories have expressed their dissatisfaction. 
 
So for several weeks, it is operation reconquest on the side of the company pei, Marie-Joseph Malé, 
the CEO of Air Austral connects the interviews in the media Mahorais to reassure and especially to 
calm the discontent.  
 
If Marie-Joseph Malé recognizes disruptions, he minimizes their impact and turns rather towards the 
theory of the "witch hunt", look at: 
 
What makes Air Austral stand out  
This "monopoly suffered" as described by the CEO of Air Austral, would be one of the reasons for the 
wrath of the users of the company. Money question, Marie-Joseph Male says that the company does 
not get full searches, quite the contrary "this line is just profitable, contrary to what we say, we are 
not sitting on a mattress. 'gold, a year-a year and a half ago, we lost money.' 
 
One might wonder why the company persists in staying if it is so complicated ... Marie-Joseph Malé 
claims to be in favor, the company could then ask its triple 7, it would change the deal. But then it 
would be necessary to do with the competition. No offense to the company pei, if the runway 
Pamandzi is lengthened, it is a safe bet that other operators come to take part in the market, so Air 
Austral shares the cake. And this competition could then lower the price of the ticket.  
 
VIDEO: https://youtu.be/7jfax0t5gq8  
 
No runaway, the dice are not thrown  

https://youtu.be/7jfax0t5gq8
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But nothing is done yet, this long track is waiting. During the big debate with the ultramarine elected 
last January, Emmanuel Macron did not get wet. After recalling that work of upgrading to 14 million 
euros were underway, the president was vague "we will continue to invest.That there is no 
misunderstanding between us. in June so I think we can finalize all this work on this horizon, so I'm 
in favor. " 
 
Finally, Emmanuel Macron postponed his visit to September and in the meantime, our colleagues 
from France Mayotte morning have learned, according to "a source very close to the file" that the 
president would bring in his luggage the long-awaited extension of this track. Not enough to cry 
victory for the moment, we must wait to have the last word of the story, especially, nothing says 
that this time, Emmanuel Macron will be clear in his remarks. 
http://www.ipreunion.com/actualites-reunion/reportage/2019/06/08/on-ne-sait-toujours-pas-si-ca-
se-fera-piste-longue-de-la-mayotte-qui-y-gagne,103225.html  
 
La 1ere 
Air Austral communicates on its new reorganization 
A statement that falls a few hours before the event scheduled for Saturday in Mayotte to 
denounce including the monopoly of the airline Reunion 
 
Due to Rolls Royce engine issues, the Air Austral Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC has been in detention since 
June 3, 2019, for a minimum of two months.  
 
A long and unexpected immobilization that the company undergoes and which leads it to seek a 
transport alternative to maintain its activity mainly from and to Mayotte. The challenge is daunting, 
especially as the company plans a program that increases with the launch on June 15 of 7 direct 
flights per week Mayotte <> Paris. After several days of active search, Air Austral has today identified 
two charter solutions, which ensure flights Mayotte <> Paris, with however a technical stop imposed 
by the constraints of the short track of Pamandzi.The company manages to limit disturbances on its 
lines vis-à-vis its passengers on the eve of major departures on vacation.  
 
As a reminder, following the latest checks carried out according to the airworthiness directive issued 
by the European Aviation Safety Agency, due to worldwide problems with Rolls Royce engines, Air 
Austral has to stop for a minimum period of time 2 months, one of its two Boeing 787-8 dedicated 
especially to serving Mayotte <> Paris, the F-OLRC. 
 
Given these extraordinary circumstances, the company is actively engaged in the search for solutions 
that allow it to maintain the schedule of its flights, planned over the period and, in particular, from 
and to Mayotte, with the minimum possible inconvenience. .  
 
Until June 14, urgently and temporarily, the company, due to the redeployment and optimization of 
its fleet, made a first adaptation of its program with very limited modifications. The 5 Mayotte-Paris 
scheduled flights per week are maintained unchanged, the flights between Mayotte and Reunion 
when they are operated with some adjustments hourly.  
 
From June 15, Air Austral starts its high season and a new phase of its program, which is ramping up 
with in particular the launch on that date of 7 flights a week, a daily flight, on the Mayotte link <> 
Paris_Un program planning basically on this line, the implementation of the company's two Boeing 
787-8. To maintain it with the least possible disruption considering the aircraft missing from its fleet, 
the search for charters is required at Air Austral for a stabilized operation. 

http://www.ipreunion.com/actualites-reunion/reportage/2019/06/08/on-ne-sait-toujours-pas-si-ca-se-fera-piste-longue-de-la-mayotte-qui-y-gagne,103225.html
http://www.ipreunion.com/actualites-reunion/reportage/2019/06/08/on-ne-sait-toujours-pas-si-ca-se-fera-piste-longue-de-la-mayotte-qui-y-gagne,103225.html
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Over the period, the difficulty of the operation is certain. This is of course to find devices available, 
but that can also and above all, meet the constraints of the short track of Pamandzi. After several 
days of active and advanced research, Air Austral is able to confirm its replacement program with 2 
charter aircraft that will complement the Air Austral fleet.  
 
This is, for the first chartered aircraft, an A330-200 from the French company AIGLE AZUR that will 
complement the Air Austral fleet from June 16. The device configured in two-class has 287 seats, 
including 19 business seats. It will operate in a dedicated way on the lines Mayotte <> Paris with a 
stopover of one hour in Kenya in Mombasa, and / or on the line Mayotte <> Reunion. 
 
The second aircraft, another A330-200 from the Spanish company Wamos, will be available from 1 
July 2019. The aircraft has 266 seats, including 24 business seats. This will allow the company to 
ensure during the period of immobilization of its B787 and, in addition to the rest of its fleet, 
operations on the line <> Bangkok, but also on Mayotte <> Reunion lines or Mayotte <> Paris, 
including a technical stopover, planned at this stage in Nairobi. 
 
The use of these two aircraft, as well as that of the second Boeing 787-8 of the company, will allow 
the maintenance of Mayotte <> Paris connections without considering connections to Reunion. A 
technical stop will however be expected from Mayotte, making the time of flights from 9:50 to 
10:50. A solution allowing a significant way to maintain a good level of comfort for passengers.  
 
Until the arrival of all two aircraft between June 15 and July 1, Air Austral must make some 
adjustments in its program. The company has spared no effort to ensure that the changes 
contemplated during this transition period remain circumscribed and as limited as possible. 
Specific information on the program will be provided in a future press release. 
 
"My priority in this situation is the search for the best alternative transportation that penalizes our 
customers as little as possible, especially our Mahoran clientele.  
 
It is in this sense that the work of my teams is committed. I obviously regret this situation and the 
inconvenience that may result. We did our best and spared no effort to find an alternative to our 
787. The best possible considering the constraints that we have to take into account. We have 
succeeded. The continuation of Mayotte-Paris flights is a great satisfaction "Marie Joseph Malé, 
Chief Executive Officer 
    
About: 
Aigle Azur is the second largest French airline, which has been operating for more than 70 years, 
starting with five French cities (Paris, Lyon, Marseille, Mulhouse and Toulouse). It serves Germany 
(Berlin), Brazil (São Paulo), China (Beijing), Italy (Milan), Lebanon (Beirut), Portugal (Faro, Funchal, 
Lisbon and Porto), Mali ( Bamako), Russia (Moscow), Senegal (Dakar) Algeria (Algiers, Bejaia, 
Constantine, Oran, Setif and Tlemcen), and Ukraine (Kiev). Since April and June 2018, two A330-200s 
(F-HTAC and F-HTIC) have joined the 100% Airbus fleet of Aigle Azur. The configuration of the two 
A330s provides for a business class of 18 seats and an economy class of 268 seats. 
 
Wamos Air is a Spanish private company based in Madrid. It operates mainly long-haul aircraft and 
leases its aircraft from various companies, such as Finnair, Royal Air Maroc, Corsair, Air Caribbean or 
Air France  
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Reminder: 
 
In accordance with the airworthiness directive issued by the European authorities for the 
maintenance of safety flights, the company Air Austral has immobilized June 3, 2019 and without 
delay its 787-8 F-OLRC. 
 
The boroscope performed on its engines, has highlighted a new deterioration early, unexpected, fins 
already under surveillance, since the wave of inspection imposed last year to all operators with 787-
8 equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine. British Airways, Singapore Airlines, ANA, Virgin 
Atlantic or Air Austral have seen their operations disrupted. 
  
For the record, the British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce, was indeed faced last year, a problem of 
durability on the fins of Trent 1000 engines. Since then, and waiting to be able to make available 
these same parts reviewed and corrected, an Airworthiness Directive (AD) imposes on all the airlines 
concerned a thorough and regular verification and control plan. This provides, among other things, 
each month and on each engine a complete and draconian verification of the state of wear of the 
fins concerned here. 
  
Air Austral, which has two aircraft equipped with Trent 1000 engines, has already been heavily 
penalized last year from March to November 2018, due to the long and successive immobilization of 
its aircraft, particularly impacting its air links to and from Mayotte. 
  
The company has since worked closely with its subcontractor AFI-KLM and Rolls Royce, set up a 
preventive device for monitoring and mitigating the risk of wear on these parts. For several weeks 
now, despite boroscopes showing good results, it has taken into account the possibility of a possible 
prolonged immobilization of its 787-8 and to study different scenarios or alternatives that it could be 
able to trigger for the maintenance of its flights program, especially to and from Mayotte.  
  
The negative, unexpected result, announced on June 3rd, remains for the company extremely 
penalizing with the immediate immobilization of the F-OLRC and for a period of 2 months at least.  
However, security is a top priority for the company. Faced with this situation that it undergoes once 
again, and on the eve of the high season, Air Austral has accelerated its already very active search 
for a transportation solution that is the least penalizing possible for its customers especially from / 
to Mayotte 
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/mayotte/air-austral-communique-sa-nouvelle-reorganisation-
721294.html 
 
TourMag 
Immobilized aircraft: Air Austral will charter on the axis Paris – Mayotte 
The Air Austral Boeing 787-8, stationed since June 3, 2019, due to engine problems, is unlikely to take 
off again for at least two months. And the summer season approaching, the company had to find the 
parade to ensure its connections. On some lines, she will charter Aigle Azur and Wamos aircraft. 
 
Written by The Editor Friday, June 14, 2019 
Since June 3, 2019 and for a minimum period of two months, the Air Austral Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC 
has been immobilized due to problems with Rolls Royce engines.  
 
A situation "suffered" by the company, which seeks solutions to carry out its 2019 summer program, 
while the peak season starts on June 15.  

https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/mayotte/air-austral-communique-sa-nouvelle-reorganisation-721294.html
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/mayotte/air-austral-communique-sa-nouvelle-reorganisation-721294.html
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Thus, from June 16, it is an A330-200 from the French company Aigle Azur that will complement the 
Air Austral fleet.  
 
The device configured in two-class has 287 seats, including 19 seats in Business class. It will operate 
in a dedicated way on the lines Paris - Mayotte with a stopover of one hour in Mombasa(Kenya). The 
aircraft will also be deployed as needed on the Mayotte - Réunion line.  
 
Then, from July 1st, another A330-200 from the Spanish company Wamos will strengthen the fleet. 
The aircraft has 266 seats, including 24 Business Seats.  
 
This will allow the company to ensure during the period of immobilization of its B787 operations on 
the Reunion line - Bangkok , but also on the lines Mayotte - Reunion or Mayotte - Paris , including a 
stopover technique, provided for this stadium in Nairobi, Kenya.  
 
"The use of these two aircraft and the operation of the second Boeing 787-8 of Air Austral, allow the 
company to maintain its connections between Paris and Mayotte and that without correspondence 
in Reunion.  
 
A technical stop will however be expected from Mayotte, making the flight time from 9:50 to 10:50, 
"said the company in a statement. 
 
https://www.tourmag.com/Appareil-immobilise-Air-Austral-va-affreter-sur-l-axe-Paris-
Mayotte_a99136.html 
 
Le Journal de Mayotte - TRANSLATED 
Air Austral: reorganization around the breakdown of the B787 for the high season 
The immobilization of one of the two B787 Air Austral has so far little affected the direct service to 
Paris. This is no longer the case with the increased frequency of holiday departures. It requires 
chartering new devices. 
By Anne Perzo - June 13, 2019 
 
Since the announcement by Air Austral of the immobilization of its B787 for engine fins Rolls Royce 
Trend 1000 once again defective, the links have been virtually undisturbed, except the first two days 
of recourse to the company Wamos. And for good reason, the company Reunion had indicated to 
have made available the direct connection for the Mahorais his other B 787 Dreamliner, switching 
the other aircraft on its regional routes, including the B777 on Reunion-Bangkok. An organization 
that ends on June 15, with the arrival of the high season. 
 
The lagoon-colored Dreamliner is still stuck waiting for its change of wings, "until September," 
confirmed Air Austral. So who set up a replacement battle plan: "We envisioned a scenario based on 
three planes, integrating our 787 and two other aircraft." 
 
But if everything seemed finalized last weekend, this is not quite the case. More exactly, on both 
chartered aircraft, one is still in negotiation. The first company to sign an agreement is Aigle Azur, 
which supplies its A330-200 for a Mayotte-Paris route, with a technical stop in Mombassa (Kenya). 
"We are pleased to have concluded with this company because it provides a level of benefits roughly 
in line with the standards we have at Air Austral," says Stephanie Begert, Head of the company's 
internal communications division. 

https://www.tourmag.com/Appareil-immobilise-Air-Austral-va-affreter-sur-l-axe-Paris-Mayotte_a99136.html
https://www.tourmag.com/Appareil-immobilise-Air-Austral-va-affreter-sur-l-axe-Paris-Mayotte_a99136.html
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New generation fins 
 
The Dreamliner in the colors of the volcano immobilized until September 
No information on the other hand on the second company, we will only know that it is new 
equipment, and that the track is "serious", although "still in discussion". 
 
However, we have more details on the fins that will be asked by September. We have indeed 
worried about a change in these IP vanes of the Trend 1000 engines, since the first failure dates from 
just 6 months ago. "The pieces have been reviewed by Rolls Royce who has improved the structure. 
So they are IP wings of a new design that will be asked. 
 
We had contacted the company Rolls Royce who assured us of their availability to communicate ... 
without response to our requests. We only learned that there were obviously compensatory 
measures for Air Austral, but without knowing the amount. 
 
The reorganization of the Mahoran sky is therefore under way, hopefully the scenario of the flying 
trio will materialize quickly. The news should fall in a few hours. 
 
Anne Perzo-Lafond 
 
https://lejournaldemayotte.yt/2019/06/13/air-austral-reorganisation-autour-de-la-panne-du-b787-
en-vue-de-la-haute-saison/  
 
 
Freedom Reunion News 
Air Austral: update on the immobilization of the Boeing 787 
17/06/19  in News / Info Reunion 
Due to Rolls Royce engine issues, the Air Austral Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC has been in detention since 
June 3, 2019, for a minimum of two months. A long and unexpected immobilization that the 
company undergoes and which leads it to seek a transport alternative to maintain its activity mainly 
from and to Mayotte. The challenge is daunting, especially as the company plans a program that 
increases with the launch on June 15 of 7 direct flights per week Mayotte <> Paris. After several days 
of active search, Air Austral has today confirmed two charter solutions, which ensure flights Mayotte 
<> Paris, with however a technical stop imposed by the constraints of the short track of Pamandzi. 
 
As a reminder, following the latest checks carried out according to the airworthiness directive issued 
by the European Aviation Safety Agency, due to worldwide problems with Rolls Royce engines, Air 
Austral has to stop for a minimum period of time 2 months, one of its two Boeing 787-8 dedicated 
especially to serving Mayotte <> Paris, the F-OLRC. 
 
Given these extraordinary circumstances, the company is actively engaged in the search for solutions 
that allow it to maintain the schedule of its flights, planned over the period and, in particular, from 
and to Mayotte, with the minimum possible inconvenience. . 
 
Until June 14, urgently and temporarily, the company, due to the redeployment and optimization of 
its fleet, made a first adaptation of its program with very limited modifications. The 5 Mayotte-Paris 
scheduled flights per week are maintained unchanged, the flights between Mayotte and Reunion 
when they are operated with some adjustments hourly. 

https://lejournaldemayotte.yt/2019/06/13/air-austral-reorganisation-autour-de-la-panne-du-b787-en-vue-de-la-haute-saison/
https://lejournaldemayotte.yt/2019/06/13/air-austral-reorganisation-autour-de-la-panne-du-b787-en-vue-de-la-haute-saison/
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From June 15, Air Austral starts its high season and a new phase of its program, which is ramping up 
with in particular the launch on that date of 7 flights a week, a daily flight, on the Mayotte link <> 
Paris_Un program planning basically on this line, the implementation of the company's two Boeing 
787-8. To maintain it with the least possible disruption considering the aircraft missing from its fleet, 
the search for charters is required at Air Austral for a stabilized operation. 
 
Over the period, the difficulty of the operation is certain. This is of course to find devices available, 
but that can also and above all, meet the constraints of the short track of Pamandzi. After several 
days of active and advanced research, Air Austral is able to confirm its replacement program with 2 
charter aircraft that will complement the Air Austral fleet. 
 
This is, for the first chartered aircraft, an A330-200 from the French company AIGLE AZUR that will 
complement the Air Austral fleet from June 16. 
 
The device configured in two-class has 287 seats, including 19 business seats. It will operate in a 
dedicated way on the lines Mayotte <> Paris with a stopover of one hour in Kenya in Mombasa, and 
/ or on the line Mayotte <> Reunion. https://freedom.fr/air-austral-point-sur-limmobilisation-du-
boeing-787/ 
 
17-Jun-2019 5:41 AM 
Despite Stopping His 787-8, Air Austral Limits Maximum Changes to Its Program 
Despite the immobilization of its 787-8, Air Austral limits to the maximum the modifications of its 
program of flights to and from Mayotte 
 
Due to the Rolls Royce engine problems, the Air Austral Boeing 787 -8 F-OLRC has been immobilized 
since June 3, 2019, for a minimum of two months. A long and unexpected immobilization that the 
company undergoes and that leads it to seek a transport alternative to maintain its activity mainly 
from and to Mayotte ... 
 
The challenge is daunting, especially since the company is planning a program that is ramping up 
with the launch on June 15 of 7 direct flights per week Mayotte <> Paris. After several days of active 
search, Air Austral has today identified two charter solutions, which ensure flights Mayotte <> Paris, 
with however a technical stop imposed by the constraints of the short track of Pamandzi. The 
company manages to limit disturbances on its lines vis-à-vis its passengers on the eve of major 
departures on vacation. 
 
As a reminder, following the latest checks carried out according to the airworthiness directive issued 
by the European Aviation Safety Agency, due to worldwide problems with Rolls Royce engines, Air 
Austral has to stop for a minimum period of time 2 months, one of its two Boeing 787-8 dedicated 
especially to serving Mayotte <> Paris, the F-OLRC. 
 
Given these extraordinary circumstances, the company is actively engaged in the search for solutions 
that allow it to maintain the schedule of its flights, planned over the period and, in particular, from 
and to Mayotte, with the minimum possible inconvenience. . 
 
Until June 14, urgently and temporarily, the company, due to the redeployment and optimization of 
its fleet, made a first adaptation of its program with very limited modifications. The 5 Mayotte-Paris 

https://freedom.fr/air-austral-point-sur-limmobilisation-du-boeing-787/
https://freedom.fr/air-austral-point-sur-limmobilisation-du-boeing-787/
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scheduled flights per week are maintained unchanged, the flights between Mayotte and Reunion 
when they are operated with some adjustments hourly. 
 
From June 15, Air Austral starts its high season and a new phase of its program, which is ramping up 
with in particular the launch on that date of 7 flights a week, a daily flight, on the Mayotte link <> 
Paris_Un program planning basically on this line, the implementation of the company's two Boeing 
787-8. To maintain it with the least possible disruption considering the aircraft missing from its fleet, 
the search for charters is required at Air Austral for a stabilized operation. 
 
Over the period, the difficulty of the operation is certain. This is of course to find devices available, 
but that can also and above all, meet the constraints of the short track of Pamandzi. After several 
days of active and advanced research, Air Austral is able to confirm its replacement program with 2 
charter aircraft that will complement the Air Austral fleet. 
 
This is, for the first chartered aircraft, an A330 -200 from the French company AIGLE AZUR that will 
complement the Air Austral fleet from June 16. The device configured in two-class has 287 seats, 
including 19 business seats. It will operate in a dedicated way on the lines Mayotte <> Paris with a 
stopover of one hour in Kenya in Mombasa, and / or on the line Mayotte <> Reunion. 
 
This press release was sourced from Air Austral on 12-Jun-2019 . 
 
https://centreforaviation.com/members/direct-news/malgre-limmobilisation-de-son-787-8-air-
austral-limite-au-maximum-les-modifications-de-son-program-
478395?utm_source=capa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Middle%20East%20%26%20Africa
%20Airline%20Daily%3A%2017%20June%202019   
 
 
Air Austral maintains its program despite the immobilization of a Dreamliner 
Posted on 16 June 2019 at 10:00 by Ricardo Moraes 
in News - 7 comments 
The airline  Air Austral immobilises since June 4 one of its  Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner  for at least two 
months, because of new problems with the  engines Rolls Royce . 
 
Nevertheless, Air Austral announces that it limits to the maximum the modifications of its program 
of flights by chartering planes of other airlines. As of this Sunday, June 16, it is an Airbus A330-200 of 
the French company Aigle Azur which completes the fleet of Air Austral. The device configured in 
two-class has 287 seats, including 19 seats in Business class. It will operate in a dedicated way on 
Paris-Mayotte flights with a one-hour stopover in Mombasa (Kenya). The aircraft will also be 
deployed as needed on the Mayotte-Réunion line. 
 
And from July 1st, another A330-200 from the Spanish company Wamos will strengthen the Air 
Austral fleet. The aircraft has 266 seats, including 24 Business Seats. This will allow Air Austral to 
ensure during the period of immobilization of its Dreamliner operations on the Reunion-Bangkok 
line, but also on the lines Mayotte-Reunion or Mayotte-Paris, including a technical stopover, 
provided for this stadium in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
The use of these two aircraft and the operation of the second Boeing 787-8 Air Austral will allow the 
company to maintain its connections between Paris and Mayotte and that without correspondence 

https://centreforaviation.com/members/direct-news/malgre-limmobilisation-de-son-787-8-air-austral-limite-au-maximum-les-modifications-de-son-program-478395?utm_source=capa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Middle%20East%20%26%20Africa%20Airline%20Daily%3A%2017%20June%202019
https://centreforaviation.com/members/direct-news/malgre-limmobilisation-de-son-787-8-air-austral-limite-au-maximum-les-modifications-de-son-program-478395?utm_source=capa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Middle%20East%20%26%20Africa%20Airline%20Daily%3A%2017%20June%202019
https://centreforaviation.com/members/direct-news/malgre-limmobilisation-de-son-787-8-air-austral-limite-au-maximum-les-modifications-de-son-program-478395?utm_source=capa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Middle%20East%20%26%20Africa%20Airline%20Daily%3A%2017%20June%202019
https://centreforaviation.com/members/direct-news/malgre-limmobilisation-de-son-787-8-air-austral-limite-au-maximum-les-modifications-de-son-program-478395?utm_source=capa&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Middle%20East%20%26%20Africa%20Airline%20Daily%3A%2017%20June%202019
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in Reunion. A technical stop will however be expected from Mayotte, making the flight time from 
9:50 to 10:50.  
 
 
As a reminder, following the latest checks carried out under the Airworthiness Directive issued by 
the European Aviation Safety Agency due to worldwide problems with Rolls Royce engines, Air 
Austral has been obliged to immobilize one of its two Boeing 787-8s (registered F-OLRC) for a 
minimum period of 2 months. His two Dreamliner were mainly dedicated to serving the Paris-
Mayotte route. 
 
https://www.air-journal.fr/2019-06-16-air-austral-maintient-son-programme-malgre-
limmobilisation-dun-dreamliner-5213100.html  
 
 
AeroBuzz 
Air Austral charters Aigle Azur 
787-8 - AIGLE AZUR - AIR AUSTRAL - COMPANY - ROLLS- ROYCE - TRENT 1000 
To cope with the immobilization of one of its two Boeing 787-8, as the approach of the high season, 
Air Austral resort, from June 16, 2019 to a A330-200 Aigle Azur. She also chartered a second A330-
200 to the Spanish Wamos. 
 
Since June 3, 2019, one of the two 787-8 of Air Austral is grounded following the problem of its 
engines Rolls-Royce Trent 1000. This unexpected immobilization, which looks long, led the French 
company to search for an alternative to maintain your activity from and to Mayotte. An important 
activity since the company plans a reinforced program with the launch as of June 15, 2019 of 7 direct 
flights per week Paris - Mayotte. 
 
From June 16, 2019, it is an A330-200 from the French company Aigle Azur that will complete the 
fleet of Air Austral. The device configured in two-class has 287 seats, including 19 seats in Business 
class. It will operate in a dedicated way on the lines Paris - Mayotte with a stopover of one hour in 
Mombasa (Kenya). The aircraft will also be deployed as needed on the Mayotte - Réunion line. 
 
As of July 1, 2019, another A330-200 from the Spanish company Wamos will strengthen the Air 
Austral fleet. The aircraft has 266 seats, including 24 Business Seats. This will allow the company to 
ensure during the period of immobilization of its B787 operations on the Reunion line - Bangkok, but 
also on the lines Mayotte - Reunion or Mayotte - Paris, including a stopover technique, provided for 
this stadium in Nairobi, Kenya. 
 
This technical stop is imposed by the short track of Pamandzi (Mayotte). It will increase the flight 
time from 9:50 to 10:50. 
 
https://www.aerobuzz.fr/breves-transport-aerien/air-austral-affrete-aigle-azur/  
 
 
Air Austral communicates on its new reorganization 
A statement that falls a few hours before the event scheduled for Saturday in Mayotte to denounce 
including the monopoly of the airline Reunion  
 

https://www.air-journal.fr/2019-06-16-air-austral-maintient-son-programme-malgre-limmobilisation-dun-dreamliner-5213100.html
https://www.air-journal.fr/2019-06-16-air-austral-maintient-son-programme-malgre-limmobilisation-dun-dreamliner-5213100.html
https://www.aerobuzz.fr/breves-transport-aerien/air-austral-affrete-aigle-azur/
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Due to Rolls Royce engine issues, the Air Austral Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC has been in detention since 
June 3, 2019, for a minimum of two months.  
 
A long and unexpected immobilization that the company undergoes and which leads it to seek a 
transport alternative to maintain its activity mainly from and to Mayotte. The challenge is daunting, 
especially as the company plans a program that increases with the launch on June 15 of 7 direct 
flights per week Mayotte <> Paris. After several days of active search, Air Austral has today identified 
two charter solutions, which ensure flights Mayotte <> Paris, with however a technical stop imposed 
by the constraints of the short track of Pamandzi.The company manages to limit disturbances on its 
lines vis-à-vis its passengers on the eve of major departures on vacation.  
 
As a reminder, following the latest checks carried out according to the airworthiness directive issued 
by the European Aviation Safety Agency, due to worldwide problems with Rolls Royce engines, Air 
Austral has to stop for a minimum period of time 2 months, one of its two Boeing 787-8 dedicated 
especially to serving Mayotte <> Paris, the F-OLRC. 
 
Given these extraordinary circumstances, the company is actively engaged in the search for solutions 
that allow it to maintain the schedule of its flights, planned over the period and, in particular, from 
and to Mayotte, with the minimum possible inconvenience. .  
 
Until June 14, urgently and temporarily, the company, due to the redeployment and optimization of 
its fleet, made a first adaptation of its program with very limited modifications. The 5 Mayotte-Paris 
scheduled flights per week are maintained unchanged, the flights between Mayotte and Reunion 
when they are operated with some adjustments hourly.  
 
From June 15, Air Austral starts its high season and a new phase of its program, which is ramping up 
with in particular the launch on that date of 7 flights a week, a daily flight, on the Mayotte link <> 
Paris_Un program planning basically on this line, the implementation of the company's two Boeing 
787-8. To maintain it with the least possible disruption considering the aircraft missing from its fleet, 
the search for charters is required at Air Austral for a stabilized operation. 
 
Over the period, the difficulty of the operation is certain. This is of course to find devices available, 
but that can also and above all, meet the constraints of the short track of Pamandzi. After several 
days of active and advanced research, Air Austral is able to confirm its replacement program with 2 
charter aircraft that will complement the Air Austral fleet.  
 
This is, for the first chartered aircraft, an A330-200 from the French company AIGLE AZUR that will 
complement the Air Austral fleet from June 16. The device configured in two-class has 287 seats, 
including 19 business seats. It will operate in a dedicated way on the lines Mayotte <> Paris with a 
stopover of one hour in Kenya in Mombasa, and / or on the line Mayotte <> Reunion. 
 
The second aircraft, another A330-200 from the Spanish company Wamos, will be available from 1 
July 2019. The aircraft has 266 seats, including 24 business seats. This will allow the company to 
ensure during the period of immobilization of its B787 and, in addition to the rest of its fleet, 
operations on the line <> Bangkok, but also on Mayotte <> Reunion lines or Mayotte <> Paris, 
including a technical stopover, planned at this stage in Nairobi. 
 
The use of these two aircraft, as well as that of the second Boeing 787-8 of the company, will allow 
the maintenance of Mayotte <> Paris connections without considering connections to Reunion. A 
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technical stop will however be expected from Mayotte, making the time of flights from 9:50 to 
10:50. A solution allowing a significant way to maintain a good level of comfort for passengers.  
 
Until the arrival of all two aircraft between June 15 and July 1, Air Austral must make some 
adjustments in its program. The company has spared no effort to ensure that the changes 
contemplated during this transition period remain circumscribed and as limited as possible. 
Specific information on the program will be provided in a future press release. 
"My priority in this situation is the search for the best alternative transportation that penalizes our 
customers as little as possible, especially our Mahoran clientele.  
It is in this sense that the work of my teams is committed. I obviously regret this situation and the 
inconvenience that may result. We did our best and spared no effort to find an alternative to our 
787. The best possible considering the constraints that we have to take into account. We have 
succeeded. The continuation of Mayotte-Paris flights is a great satisfaction "Marie Joseph Malé, 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 About: 
Aigle Azur is the second largest French airline, which has been operating for more than 70 years, 
starting with five French cities (Paris, Lyon, Marseille, Mulhouse and Toulouse). It serves Germany 
(Berlin), Brazil (São Paulo), China (Beijing), Italy (Milan), Lebanon (Beirut), Portugal (Faro, Funchal, 
Lisbon and Porto), Mali ( Bamako), Russia (Moscow), Senegal (Dakar) Algeria (Algiers, Bejaia, 
Constantine, Oran, Setif and Tlemcen), and Ukraine (Kiev). Since April and June 2018, two A330-200s 
(F-HTAC and F-HTIC) have joined the 100% Airbus fleet of Aigle Azur. The configuration of the two 
A330s provides for a business class of 18 seats and an economy class of 268 seats. 
 
Wamos Air is a Spanish private company based in Madrid. It operates mainly long-haul aircraft and 
leases its aircraft from various companies, such as Finnair, Royal Air Maroc, Corsair, Air Caribbean or 
Air France  
 
Reminder: 
 
In accordance with the airworthiness directive issued by the European authorities for the 
maintenance of safety flights, the company Air Austral has immobilized June 3, 2019 and without 
delay its 787-8 F-OLRC. 
The boroscope performed on its engines, has highlighted a new deterioration early, unexpected, fins 
already under surveillance, since the wave of inspection imposed last year to all operators with 787-
8 equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine. British Airways, Singapore Airlines, ANA, Virgin 
Atlantic or Air Austral have seen their operations disrupted. 
  
For the record, the British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce, was indeed faced last year, a problem of 
durability on the fins of Trent 1000 engines. Since then, and waiting to be able to make available 
these same parts reviewed and corrected, an Airworthiness Directive (AD) imposes on all the airlines 
concerned a thorough and regular verification and control plan. This provides, among other things, 
each month and on each engine a complete and draconian verification of the state of wear of the 
fins concerned here. 
  
Air Austral, which has two aircraft equipped with Trent 1000 engines, has already been heavily 
penalized last year from March to November 2018, due to the long and successive immobilization of 
its aircraft, particularly impacting its air links to and from Mayotte. 
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The company has since worked closely with its subcontractor AFI-KLM and Rolls Royce, set up a 
preventive device for monitoring and mitigating the risk of wear on these parts. For several weeks 
now, despite boroscopes showing good results, it has taken into account the possibility of a possible 
prolonged immobilization of its 787-8 and to study different scenarios or alternatives that it could be 
able to trigger for the maintenance of its flights program, especially to and from Mayotte.  
  
The negative, unexpected result, announced on June 3rd, remains for the company extremely 
penalizing with the immediate immobilization of the F-OLRC and for a period of 2 months at least.  
However, security is a top priority for the company. Faced with this situation that it undergoes once 
again, and on the eve of the high season, Air Austral has accelerated its already very active search 
for a transportation solution that is the least penalizing possible for its customers especially from / 
to Mayotte . 
 
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/mayotte/air-austral-communique-sa-nouvelle-reorganisation-
721294.html  
 
 
 
AeroSpatium 
THE TRENT 1000 CRISIS CONTINUES 
By Caroline Bruneau - June 12, 2019 
 
Trent 1000 The repairs on the Trent 1000 have a negative impact on the engine manufacturer's 
results.  
 
The situation does not really improve for Rolls-Royce, which continues to suffer from the problems 
encountered on the Trent 1000 , the engine that equips the Boeing 787s. The last company affected 
was Air Austral, which had to immobilize its Dreamliner until the cracks on the compressor 
compressor fins were repaired.... [subscribers only] 
 
https://www.aerospatium.info/la-crise-du-trent-1000-continue/  
 

 
Les Echos 
Air Austral Boeing 787 still grounded because of Rolls Royce engines 
By Bruno TREVIDIC 
Posted on 04/06 at 11h50 
Updated 04/06 at 16h11 
 
For the second time since March 2018, the Reunion airline Air Austral had to ground one of its two 
Boeing 787s after discovering a problem of premature wear of the blades of the Rolls Royce Trent 
1000 engines. 
 
New blow for Air Austral: the Reunion company had to once again nail down one of its two Boeing 
787-8 aircraft immediately after the discovery on Monday of a "  new early deterioration  " 
compressor blades of its Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engines. And this, for a minimum of two months! 
 

https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/mayotte/air-austral-communique-sa-nouvelle-reorganisation-721294.html
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/mayotte/air-austral-communique-sa-nouvelle-reorganisation-721294.html
https://www.aerospatium.info/la-crise-du-trent-1000-continue/
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The problem was highlighted during an inspection of the engine by means of a boroscope, imposed 
by the European Aviation Safety Agency on all companies using this type of engine, since the 
discovery, at the beginning of 2018, of a corrosion problem of Trent 1000 fins. 
 
In March 2018,  these engine problems  had already severely disrupted the operations of the two Air 
Austral Boeing 787s, as well as those of the Japanese company ANA, British Airways, Norwegian, 
Singapore Airlines and Virgin Atlantic. The two aircraft had been immobilized for two months, 
forcing Air Austral to charter  the Airbus A380 from the Portuguese hirer Hifly for flights between 
Paris and Reunion. This time, Air Austral says it has chartered a device from the company Wamos, 
waiting to find a solution " more durable ". 
 
Forty 787 would be affected by these problems, on a global fleet of about 800 Boeing 787, mostly 
equipped with GE engines (like those of Air France). On the other hand, the Rolls Royce Trent 
engines that equip all Airbus A350s, would not be affected by these corrosion problems, nor the 
Trent 7000 which equips the A330 neo. 
 
A cost of 800 million pounds for Rolls Royce 
These technical problems had forced Rolls Royce to spend 790 million pounds of exceptional charges 
on its 2018 fiscal year. But in April, Singapore Airlines reported new problems of premature aging on 
the blades of Trent 1000 engines, which had led to immobilization of two Boeing 787-10. These 
difficulties, would also be at the origin of the decision of Rolls Royce  to withdraw from the 
competition for the motorization of the future Boeing 797, thus leaving the field free to GE and 
Safran. 
 
Bruno Trévidic 
 
La 1ere France / reunion 
Air Austral: A Wamos device to replace the fallen 787 
After landing its Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC, Air Austral presented this Wednesday an alternative. A 747 
from the Spanish company Wamos was chartered urgently, time for repairs. 
 
By Alexandre Grondin 
Published on 05/06/2019 at 19:07, Updated 06/06/2019 at 08:26 
 
Since the beginning of week Air Austral, is deprived of one of its devices, one of the two 787-8 of its 
fleet. The Boeing is immobilized due to a problem with the blades of the turbines. The concern is 
unfortunately recurrent on these aircraft equipped with this type of engine engines Rolls Royce 
Trent 1000..  
 
Last year, the regional airline encountered difficulties with these same aircraft especially between 
the months of March and November. Rolls Royce recently designed a new wing version for its 
engines. Following a negative safety check on Monday, the Boeing 787-8 will see these accessories 
replaced by the new version. 
 
Mayotte more impacted 
 
The aircraft was scheduled to make the Reunion-Mayotte, Mayotte-Réunion, Mayotte-Paris, Paris-
Mayotte and occasional flights to Bangkok. For Air Austral President and CEO, Marie-Joseph Malé "it 
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is a serious situation, which will impact the Mahoraise clientele." Air Austral had to charter urgently 
a 747 from the Spanish company WAMOS.  
 
With the delays, it is between 600 and 700 passengers who would have remained in harbor notably 
on the Mayotte Paris route. 
 
Air Austral also offers in this context, to refund those who wish, or to find other alternatives for each 
passenger. 
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/reunion/air-austral-appareil-wamos-remplacer-787-tombe-rade-
718114.html 
 
 
Z Infos974 
Air Austral unveils its crisis management plan 
Wednesday June 5th 2019 - 16:23 
 
 Passengers who regularly correspond with Mayotte are the most affected by these recurrent 
technical failures 
 
The management of Air Austral held this Wednesday afternoon a press point that follows the 
accumulation of technical problems that meets his fleet.  
 
"We thought it would be useful and indispensable to meet to review the current situation and see 
the avenues we are considering," commented the president and CEO of the Marie-Joseph Malé 
company.  
 
"We are facing an immobilization of one of our 10 aircraft" . A situation all the more delicate for any 
company "approaching this peak of traffic". The immobilized aircraft was scheduled to perform 5 
frequencies on the Dzaoudzi-Roissy route, 7 frequencies between Mayotte and Paris from June 15 
and regular frequencies on Reunion / Dzaoudzi / Reunion. Technically, this is an "early and 
unexpected deterioration" observed at the compressor IP fins of the Rolls Royce engines of the 
company's F-OLRC aircraft. These fins were changed by Rolls Royce in 2018.  
 
Very little impact from Reunion  
 
"The problem we are facing is not a problem specific to Air Austral, but that of Rolls-Royce" , 
explains the CEO. "We have immobilized this aircraft not by our own but by airworthiness directives 
ordered by the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA)." It is a decision that is binding on us. a close 
monitoring plan for these engines and in particular for these fins, which began to show premature 
wear, and Singapore Airlines also had concerns about its 2 Boeing B787-10s because of these fins, 
"he says.  
 
In the emergency, a charter of a Wamos aircraft is the solution found to overcome this 
immobilization. A more permanent phase concerning the flights to and from Mayotte with the 
partial use of the second B787 is envisaged and will be announced this Thursday. 
 
 Air Austral unveils its crisis management plan 
"There is a simple solution, it is to go back, namely to get everyone through Reunion. This would 
imply that our Mahoran clientele would have a range of 16 / 17h flight counting the transit to 

https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/reunion/air-austral-appareil-wamos-remplacer-787-tombe-rade-718114.html
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/reunion/air-austral-appareil-wamos-remplacer-787-tombe-rade-718114.html
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Reunion" , evokes the CEO but Air Austral does not consider this track. Since Monday and until 
today, between 600 and 700 passengers have been concerned 
https://www.zinfos974.com/Air-Austral-devoile-son-plan-de-gestion-de-crise_a141197.html 
 
Freedom press 
Air Austral immobilizes today its Boeing 787-8, F-OLRC 
5 hours ago in News / Info Réunion 
Following the scheduled check, this Monday, June 3 rd, 2019, at the level of its Trent 1000 engines 
equipping its Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC, and this in accordance with the airworthiness directive issued by 
the European authorities for the maintenance of flight safety , Air Austral has immobilized this 
Monday night without delay his device. The boroscope performed on its engines, has highlighted a 
new deterioration early, unexpected, fins already under surveillance, since the wave of inspection 
imposed last year to all operators with 787-8 equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine. British 
Airways, Singapore Airlines, ANA, Virgin Atlantic or Air Austral have seen their operations disrupted. 
 
For the record, the British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce, was indeed faced last year, a problem of 
durability on the fins of Trent 1000 engines. Since then, and waiting to be able to make available 
these same parts reviewed and corrected, an Airworthiness Directive (AD) imposes on all the airlines 
concerned a thorough and regular verification and control plan. This provides, among other things, 
each month and on each engine a complete and draconian verification of the state of wear of the 
fins concerned here. 
 
Air Austral, which has two aircraft equipped with Trent 1000 engines, has already been heavily 
penalized last year from March to November 2018, due to the long and successive immobilization of 
its aircraft, particularly impacting its air links to and from Mayotte. 
 
The company has since worked closely with its subcontractor AFI-KLM and Rolls Royce, set up a 
preventive device for monitoring and mitigating the risk of wear on these parts. For several weeks 
now, despite boroscopes showing good results, it has taken into account the possibility of a possible 
prolonged immobilization of its 787-8 and to study different scenarios or alternatives that it could be 
able to trigger for the maintenance of its flights program, especially to and from Mayotte. 
 
The negative result, unexpected, announced Monday night remains for the company extremely 
penalizing with the immediate immobilization of the F-OLRC and this, for a period of 2 months 
minimum. 
 
However, security is a top priority for the company. Faced with this situation that it undergoes once 
again, and on the eve of the high season, Air Austral is thus forced to accelerate its already very 
active search for a transportation solution that is the least penalizing possible for its customers 
especially from / to Mayotte. 
 
The company ensures to make every effort to be able to offer the best alternative to its customers. 
At this stage a solution has been proposed to the passengers of flights UU 976 and UU 977 of 03 and 
04 June. 
 
Air Austral and its teams are mobilizing. The company will keep its customers informed of any 
developments in the situation. 
 
https://freedom.fr/air-austral-immobilise-des-ce-jour-son-boeing-787-8-f-olrc/  

https://www.zinfos974.com/Air-Austral-devoile-son-plan-de-gestion-de-crise_a141197.html
https://freedom.fr/air-austral-immobilise-des-ce-jour-son-boeing-787-8-f-olrc/
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Orange News 
The approach of the high season 
Boeing 787-7 immobilized: Air Austral unveils its crisis management plan 
 
After the announcement of the immobilization of one of its two Boeing 787-8 and a few days before 
the start of the high season, the operator Péi unveils, this Wednesday, June 5, 2019, its crisis 
management plan. The link most affected by this problem, Dzaoudi-Paris was already in the spotlight 
a few days ago and not for the right reasons. Another argument that pushed the company 974 
communicated. Why is this Boeing 787-8 grounded? What is Air Austral's strategy to overcome the 
problem? Will travelers be affected by the immobilization of the aircraft? How much does it cost ? 
Imaz Press had the answers to (almost) all these questions. (photo rb / www.ipreunion.com ) 
 
A press conference, to make things clear. Air Austral's CEO, Marie-Joseph Malé, took the time to 
explain everything through the menu. It must be said that an aircraft down on a fleet that has a 
dozen, this necessarily has consequences. A few days before the beginning of the high season and in 
a period where the company pei has no good press, it is better to be transparent ... 
 
Why is this 787-8 grounded? 
A technical problem, detected during a routine test on Monday, June 3, 2019. These are the fins of 
the Rolls Royce engine, they show signs of early wear. But the CEO of the company insists, this 
deficiency is widespread, Air Austral is not the only company concerned. 
 
And the instructions of the European Union Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), the competent 
airworthiness authority on the issue are very clear. If a design, production or maintenance defect is 
noted, the aircraft remains on the ground until the problem is resolved. 
 
So the Boeing 787-8 Air Austral is immobilized for a period of 2 to 3 months, the time that parts, 
currently in production are replaced. A galley for the company pei, especially since this aircraft is 
very specific, it is one of the only competent landing on the track, very short, Dzaoudzi Mayotte, it is 
also one of the only planes to be able to hold the rate of flights. 
 
All the more frustrating for the company that the aircraft has only 6 to 8 months of turnover. But 
Marie-Joseph affirms with determination "we do not regret having invested in two Boeing 787-8 
same, if it is necessary to admit it, the deterioration as early as these fins was unexpected" 
 
Air Austral will she succeed to ensure its flights? 
For the moment, the immobilization of the aircraft has had little consequence. Some delays but the 
company chartered a plane of the Spanish company Wamos to reinforce its fleet the time. But this is 
only a temporary solution until June 10th. 
 
It will be necessary to find another alternative the time that the Boeing 787-8 can resume service. 
Negotiations are underway, the operator could turn to other aircraft that would have, unfortunately 
less profile for the Dzaoudzi-Paris. The difficulty, find a device that could provide the link Dzaoudzi-
Paris nonstop, at the same frequency as the Boeing 787-8 taking into account this short airstrip that 
requires a pilot who has the ability to ask the device. A puzzle but Marie-Joseph Malé claims to have 
several serious leads and a decision will be made in the coming days. 
 
What impact for the passengers of the company? 
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Since the beginning of the "problem", two days ago, between 600 and 700 passengers flew between 
Mayotte and Paris, and according to the company, no major concern was recorded. "Small delays 
not exceeding one hour," says the CEO. 
 
Air Austral side, it is said that there will be no consequence for travelers. Finally if, one. A stopover in 
Nairobi will be added on the Dzaoudzi-Paris route. While the flight is direct since 2016. Instead of 
9:50, the trip will last 10h50. This would be the only consequence according to the operator. 
 
The remaining routes would not be affected by the immobilization of the Boeing 787-8. Reunion-
Paris being assured by the three triple 7 of the company. The connection Bangkok-Paris by Wamos 
and no concern for Mauritius-Reunion. Repeatedly repeated by the CEO of Air Austral "there will be 
no impact from Reunion." 
 
How much does it cost ? 
As explained above, this technical problem with the blades of the Rolls Royce engines is widespread. 
The manufacturer is therefore producing new parts. In terms of finances, Air Austral said that an 
agreement was signed with Roll Royce, an agreement that Marie-joseph Malé "satisfied both 
parties". As for the details, we do not have them "it's confidential" explains the CEO. 
 
Another element, a plane nailed to the ground, it costs money, a rent. The amount of this rent, 
Marie-Joseph Malé did not want to give it to the press. He does not like talking about money, it looks 
like ... 
 
There would therefore, a priori and according to Air Austral, no particular concern to have on the 
part of the passengers of the company. A way to reassure the population and to reassure no doubt. 
The high season starts on June 15, the local company knows that it is scrutinized, remains to know if 
it will keep its commitments.   fh/www.ipreunion.com  
 
Clicanoo.re 
Air Austral commits to ensure the line Dzaoudzi-Paris 
By Philippe Le Claire 
 June 6, 2019, 6:35   
 
Only the Dzaoudzi-Paris route is affected by the immobilization of one of the company's two Boeing 
787-8 Dreamliners. The goal for the management is to ensure the line at best before making the two 
Boeing 787-8 consecutively fit again. 

The management of Air Austral, Mr. Malé, CEO of the company in figurehead, explained yesterday 
for the local press the context of the immobilization, last Monday in Paris, Boeing 787-8 registered F-
OLRC, d Ordinary dedicated to the direct connection Dzaoudzi-Paris. The causes of the 
immobilization of the apparatus had been previously explained by press release, and they have not 
changed since. Following a programmed control of the Trent 1000 engines fitted to the Boeing 787-8 
F Roméo Charly, the boroscope inspection - visual inspection tool to check the condition of the parts 
with a large magnification in the heart of an engine without disassemble - has highlighted a new 
deterioration early than unexpected, blades of the IP compressor already under surveillance, since 
the inspection wave imposed last year to all operators with 787-8 equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 
1000, type Turbofan, dual flow. These fins had also been completely replaced by new parts of the 
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same type and therefore normally dictated with an intact potential. The premature wear of these 
blades some of which even presented cracks potentially involving their integrity is not the only fact 
of Air Austral or the Dreamliner itself, it is up to the engine manufacturer to solve this problem by 
replacing them by new parts made of a material and protections more resistant to erosion.  

According to Mr. Malé, Rolls Royce would be in a position to offer these new generation 
replacement parts for about two months, and all engines will be re-equipped, knowing that this type 
of fin is common in its design at both stages of the Trent 1000 reactor, both the IP compressor and 
the high pressure turbine. According to Air & Cosmos,"The British engine has previously redesigned 
new intermediate compressor blades, which were tested in flight at the Rolls-Royce test rig in 
Tucson, Arizona, USA. been certified by both EASA and the FAA in December 2018. The Rolls-Royce 
Trent 1000 "Package C" engines power a total of 170 ... " From Rolls-Royce source, we know that the 
Trent 1000 reactor is equipped monocrystalline turbine blades made at Rolls-Royce's Rotherham 
plant where the Advanced Blade Casting Facility (ABCF) was implemented."The blades are produced 
in lost wax casting by directed solidification in order to obtain a mono-crystalline structure that 
maximizes their mechanical strength.Then the blades are covered with a ceramic with high 
temperature resistance. dawn allow the circulation of air and the cooling of the blade which can thus 
operate in an environment at the hottest point of the engine of 200 ° C above the melting point of 
the alloy ... " 

 In addition, it must be known that the manufacture of a dawn requires nearly 200 consecutive 
operations and that these parts are closely monitored for their quality. 182 vanes are required for 
each Trent motor. Each dawn is 10 cm high for a weight of about 300 grams. As the boroscope 
inspections showed cracks on blades that had been eroded prematurely because of their potential, 
Air Austral, in accordance with the airworthiness directive issued by the European authorities for the 
maintenance of flight safety, immediately stopped the aircraft. cause, on the spot, in Paris. As we 
explained yesterday a 747 with the colors of Wamos was chartered to repatriate the passengers. A 
device that was yesterday posted on Bangkock, while the second Boeing 787-8 replaced the 
immobilized device on Paris. Direct service Mayotte-Paris requires to have a plane capable of taking 
off full load of the track "short" Mayotte. The devices in service on this link are therefore rare and 
difficult to replace, especially since the stoppage of the F-OLRC may be long, 2 or even 3 months, 
and it will be followed by the stop for the same reasons for the other 787-8. Mr. Malé and his teams 
are working to perpetuate the non-stop Dzaoudzi-Paris link, and are looking to rent ad hoc aircraft. It 
would be possible to charter a Boeing 777 200 LR, but only on a frequency of a weekly flight. It is 
planned to go through an Airbus A330-200 or a Boeing 777 200 ER. In all cases, passengers who have 
been affected by the failure of the Dreamliner, or who would be, because of this impromptu 
mechanical, will be able to benefit from redirections or see their tickets refunded. Finally, there is no 
curse "terrible teens" or "early built", the aircraft are not in question, and it is the engine to manage 
the failure of its engines, partly at its expense. 

Philippe Le Claire -  

https://www.clicanoo.re/Economie/Article/2019/06/06/Air-Austral-sengage-pour-assurer-la-ligne-
Dzaoudzi-Paris_579788  

https://www.clicanoo.re/Economie/Article/2019/06/06/Air-Austral-sengage-pour-assurer-la-ligne-Dzaoudzi-Paris_579788
https://www.clicanoo.re/Economie/Article/2019/06/06/Air-Austral-sengage-pour-assurer-la-ligne-Dzaoudzi-Paris_579788
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Simple Flying 
Air Austral’s Boeing 787s Are Now Grounded Over Trent 1000 Issue (submitted correction to web 
team to change to singular rather than plural) 
Mark Finlay 
June 6, 2019 
French-owned airline, Air Austral has grounded one of its two 787-8 Dreamliner aircraft for at least 
two months due to the Trent 1000 engine issue. 

Following routine maintenance Monday, June 3rd at Paris-CDG airport on one of its two Boeing 787-
8 Dreamliners, tests discovered early deterioration on the engine’s fins. Air Austral released a 
statement about the engine issue that was picked up by French aviation website Air Journal. This 
read: 

“In accordance with the directive of airworthiness enacted by the European authorities for the 
maintenance, flight safety, the aircraft was unable to leave Paris-CDG airport.” 

This incident comes at a particularly bad time for the Reunion Island-based carrier and has them 
now looking to wet lease an aircraft as they move into their busy summer season. 

What is the problem with the Trent 1000? 

During a recent media event for journalists in Derby, Rolls-Royce civil aerospace chief customer 
officer, Dominic Horwood, spoke about the issues surrounding the company’s Trent 1000 engine. 

The cracking of fins in the intermediate pressure (IPT) section of the turbine has caused airlines 
around the world to ground some of their 787 Dreamliners. This has created a huge headache for 
the British engine maker. 

Trent 1000 issues ground Air Austral 787. Photo: Rolls Royce 

The problem, according to Horwood as reported by The Engineer, is the sulfurization of the nickel 
alloy fins. He said, 

“This is confined to component level in the Trent 1000. The geometry around the root of the IPT 
blade concentrated air sucked in by the engine’s compressor system, which in some parts of the 
world (notably Asia) contained higher levels of sulphur-containing pollutants than the engine had 
been tested with.” 

Rolls Royce tests all its engines inside buildings called test beds, and did not foresee higher levels of 
sulphur in the air as being a problem. 

Rolls Royce has assured its customers that it is working diligently and will have the problem solved in 
a matter of months, telling Simply Flying’s Tom Boon: “We’re driving to get to a significantly lower 
level of disruption by the end of this year. That is absolutely the focus with all customers.” 

This talk of a solution has come a little late for Air New Zealand who has opted to fit out their latest 
order of Boeing 787-10s with General Electric GEnx1-B engines according to the website MRO 
Network. 
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Who is Air Austral? 

Unless you happen to be French or a complete avgeek like us, you will probably never have heard of 
Air Austral. Based in the French Territory of La Reunion in the Indian Ocean, Air Austral was the first 
French Airline to fly the 787 Dreamliner. 

Air Austral needs to wet lease and aircraft to cover for grounded 787.  

In partnership with Air Madagascar, the airline operates regular flights between Roland Garros 
Airport in Reunion and mainland France, 11 hours away. The airline also flies to, South Africa, India, 
Thailand and several other regional destinations. 

Air Austral Fleet 

According to Wikipedia Air Austral has two 787-8, three 777-300ER, two 737-800’s and a single ATR 
72-500. 

Trent engine issue has Air Austral looking for replacement aircraft. Photo: Flickr 

Where is Reunion 

Leftover from the days of colonization, Reunion has remained staunchly French and is an integral 
part of the Republic. It is also a part of the Eurozone despite being thousands of miles away. 

Reunion Island home to Air Austral’s grounded 787. Photo: Wikipedia 

Reunion is located in the Indian Ocean 517 miles east of Madagascar and 109 miles southwest of 
Mauritius. 

https://simpleflying.com/air-austral-boeing-787-grounded/  

 

Pasazer (Polish) 
Air Austral: ground for the dreamliner after the review of the Trent 1000 engines 
Mateusz Gałabuda  
 
The French airline Air Austral decided to take at least two months to ground one of the two Boeing 
787-8 (Reg. F-OLRC). This is the result of a routine review of Rolls-Royce Trent 100 engines, which 
took place on Monday (3.06). 
  
As a result of earthing one of the two owned dreamliners, the carrier with the base in La Reunion 
faced the challenge of finding a solution to the problem with ensuring the implementation of the 
distribution during the summer summit. The inspection of the engines on which the aircraft was 
decided was part of a larger program of detailed monthly inspections of the level of turbine and 
compressor blades in the Trent 1000 engines. All aircraft operators equipped with these Rolls-Royce 
engines perform this review. The program has been going on since the problem of premature wear 
was identified last year. We recently wrote about the difficulties in operating Trent1000 in April . It is 
also worth remembering how big problems these engines generated for our national LOT Polish 
Airlines . 

https://simpleflying.com/air-austral-boeing-787-grounded/
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- Motor control using a boroscope showed premature and unplanned wear of the blades installed in 
them. They have already been monitored, because the reviews have been ongoing since last year 
and are regularly carried out on all Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 engines - Air Austral said on Tuesday, 
June 4. 
 
The carrier, which mainly operates routes from islands located in the Indian Ocean to France, as well 
as regional routes, struggled with serious problems last year due to the grounding of some aircraft. 
Since then, in cooperation with Rolls-Royce and a subcontractor taking care of the so-called CAMO 
(Continuing Airworthiness Management Organization) Air Austral has introduced a preventive 
program to monitor and minimize the risk of wear of these components. In spite of the good results 
of tests carried out so far, the carrier has already admitted that it is preparing for the possibility of 
earthing Boeing 787 in the long term. 
 
- The unexpected negative result of the controls carried out on Monday is very bad for our line, 
because it results in an immediate erection of the dreamliner about the F-OLRC registration for at 
least two months - Air Austral said in an official statement. 
 
The carrier announced intensification of activities aimed at providing its passengers with the planned 
connections. A year ago, when it was necessary to ground the second Air Austral dreamliner, the 
machine with the registration of the F-OLRB, the line was leased from the Portuguese Hi Fly in the 
wet-lease formula of the A380 airbus. In addition to two Boeing 787, the French carrier also has in its 
fleet three boeing 777-300, two 737-800 and one ATR 72-500. 
 
The Air Austral line, which focuses its activities mainly on the Indian Ocean market, also works with 
Air Madagascar to develop the network of offered connections, as well as accelerating growth in the 
field of long-distance transport. 
 
https://www.pasazer.com/news/41521/air,austral,uziemienie,dreamlinera,po,przegladzie,silnikow,t
rent,1000.html 
 

Previous Coverage (already distributed) 3rd – 5th June: 

Le Quotidien 

 

http://www.lequotidien.re/ 

 

IP Reunion : Air Austral immobilizes its Boeing 787-8 

published the Tuesday 04 June at 10H11/ Updated the Tuesday 04 June at 10.15am 

https://www.pasazer.com/news/41521/air,austral,uziemienie,dreamlinera,po,przegladzie,silnikow,trent,1000.html
https://www.pasazer.com/news/41521/air,austral,uziemienie,dreamlinera,po,przegladzie,silnikow,trent,1000.html
http://www.lequotidien.re/
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Decidedly, the airline pei is in a bad place. After being pinned for his lack of punctuality by Delay 
Volune start-up that helps air passengers get compensation. The company then admitted to having 
had technical problems, two aircraft out of order, consequence, disturbed flights, delays and 
improvised stopovers. The most disturbed route: Paris-Dzaoudzi, which could be impacted again by 
the immobilization of Boeing 787-8 of the local company. 

The Air Austral Communique in its entirety:  

Following the scheduled check, this Monday, June 3 rd, 2019, at the level of its Trent 1000 engines 
equipping its Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC, and this in accordance with the airworthiness directive issued by 
the European authorities for the maintenance of flight safety , Air Austral has immobilized this 
Monday night without delay his device. 

The boroscope performed on its engines, has highlighted a new deterioration early, unexpected, fins 
already under surveillance, since the wave of inspection imposed last year to all operators with 787-8 
equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine . British Airways, Singapore Airlines, ANA, Virgin 
Atlantic and Air Austral have seen their operations disrupted. 

For the record, the British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce, was indeed faced last year, a problem of 
durability on the fins of Trent 1000 engines. Since then, and waiting to be able to make available 
these same parts reviewed and corrected, an Airworthiness Directive (AD) imposes on all the airlines 
concerned a thorough and regular verification and control plan. This provides, among other things, 
each month and on each engine a complete and draconian verification of the state of wear of the fins 
concerned here. 

Air Austral, which has two aircraft equipped with Trent 1000 engines, has already been heavily 
penalized last year from March to November 2018, due to the long and successive immobilization of 
its aircraft, particularly impacting its air links to and from Mayotte . 

The company has since worked closely with its subcontractor AFI-KLM and Rolls Royce, set up a 
preventive device for monitoring and mitigating the risk of wear on these parts. For several weeks 
now, despite boroscopes showing good results, it has taken into account the possibility of a possible 
prolonged immobilization of its 787-8 and to study different scenarios or alternatives that it could be 
able to trigger for the maintenance of its flights program, especially to and from Mayotte. 

The negative result, unexpected, announced Monday night remains for the company extremely 
penalizing with the immediate immobilization of the F-OLRC and this, for a period of 2 months 
minimum. 

However, security is a top priority for the company. Faced with this situation that it undergoes once 
again, and on the eve of the high season, Air Austral is thus forced to accelerate its already very 
active search for a transportation solution that is the least penalizing possible for its customers 
especially from / to Mayotte. 
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The company ensures to make every effort to be able to offer the best alternative to its customers. At 
this stage a solution has been proposed to the passengers of flights UU 976 and UU 977 of 03 and 04 
June. 

http://www.ipreunion.com/actualites-reunion/reportage/2019/06/04/suite-a-un-probleme-moteur-
air-austral-immobilise-son-boeing-787-8,103089.html 

 

Trent 1000: Air Austral immobilizes Boeing 787 again 

June 4, 2019 

Bad surprise for the French company at the beginning of the IATA season of summer 2019. Following 
the control programmed and realized this Monday, June 3rd, 2019, at the level of the engines Trent 
1000 which equips its Boeing 787-8 registered F-OLRC and according to the airworthiness directive 
issued by the European authorities for the maintenance of flight safety, Air Austral immobilized 
Monday evening his plane to proceed maintenance. 

Recall that the British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce is facing since last year a serious problem of 
durability of the fins of his Trent 1000 engines having even forced some operator to flee the model. 
A problem that would normally be solved by the replacement of the parts in question and which has 
already cost Air Austral several weeks of chartering in 2018, particularly on flights to and from 
Mayotte. Air Austral was forced to reorganize its flight program in depth , impacting both its 
operating results and its image among travelers. Other operators including British Airways, 
Singapore Airlines, ANA and Virgin Atlantic were also impacted last year. 

/// A recurring problem 

The boroscope performed on the engines has revealed a new deterioration, early, unexpected, fins 
already under surveillance, since the wave of inspection imposed last year to all operators with 787-
8 equipped with Rolls engine Royce Trent 1000. Since then, and pending the availability of these 
same revised and corrected parts, an Airworthiness Directive (AD) imposes on all the airlines 
concerned a thorough and regular verification and control plan. This provides, among other things, 
each month and on each engine, a complete and draconian verification of the state of wear of the 
fins concerned here. 

The company has since, in close collaboration with its subcontractor AFI-KLM and Rolls Royce, put in 
place a preventive device for monitoring and mitigating the risk of wear on these parts. It has, 
moreover, for several weeks, and in spite of boroscopes presenting good results, taken into account 
the possibility of a possible prolonged immobilization of its 787-8 and studied various scenarios or 
alternatives that it could be trigger for the maintenance of its flights program, especially to and from 
Mayotte. 

http://www.ipreunion.com/actualites-reunion/reportage/2019/06/04/suite-a-un-probleme-moteur-air-austral-immobilise-son-boeing-787-8,103089.html
http://www.ipreunion.com/actualites-reunion/reportage/2019/06/04/suite-a-un-probleme-moteur-air-austral-immobilise-son-boeing-787-8,103089.html
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The negative and unexpected result announced Monday night, announces once again as extremely 
penalizing with the immediate immobilization of the aircraft F-OLRC for a period of 2 months 
minimum. 

/// The teams mobilized for alternative solutions 

Air Austral is thus forced to accelerate its search for a transportation solution that is the least 
penalizing possible for its customers especially to / from Mayotte and ensures to make every effort 
to offer the best alternative to its customers. At this stage a solution has been proposed to the 
passengers of flights UU 976 and UU 977 of the 03 in the evening and 04 of June. The passengers of 
the company will be kept informed by the latter of any change in the situation. 

Last year, to compensate for the absence of one of its 787, the French company of the Indian Ocean 
had chartered the Airbus A380 from the company HiFly for a fortnight. 

https://actu-aero.fr/2019/06/04/trent-1000-air-austral-immobilise-une-nouvelle-fois-un-boeing-
787/ 

 

La 1ere 

The Air Austral Boeing 787-8 Grounded 

Air Austral has announced that one of its aircraft linking to Mayotte has been immobilized following 
a security check. 

 This plane provides connections between Mayotte and Reunion 

By Alexandre Grondin 

Published on 04/06/2019 at 10:26, Updated 04/06/2019 at 12:32 

At the approach of the high season, Air Austral was forced to immobilize its Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC for 
an indefinite period. The cause is the deterioration of one of the Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engines. The 
safety checks revealed "an early and unexpected degradation of the fins already under surveillance".  

The engine maker Rolls Royce has been confronted last year to similar problems on these engines. It 
is within this framework that a verification plan has been put in place by the English firm.  

Remember that the company has 2 aircraft of this type in its fleet and that a breakdown of this kind 
had already grounded aircraft from March to November. 

Air Austral is already looking for a solution so that this problem is the least penalizing for its 
customers to and from Mayotte. A solution has already been proposed to passengers on flights UU 
976 and UU 977 from 03 to 04 June. 

 BOEING 787-8 Air Austral immobilized – See Video on Web page 

https://actu-aero.fr/2019/06/04/trent-1000-air-austral-immobilise-une-nouvelle-fois-un-boeing-787/
https://actu-aero.fr/2019/06/04/trent-1000-air-austral-immobilise-une-nouvelle-fois-un-boeing-787/
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https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/reunion/boeing-787-8-air-austral-cloue-au-sol-717616.html  

 

ATW online 

Air Austral 787 grounded following Trent 1000 engine check 

Jun 4, 2019 Helen Massy-Beresford | ATW Plus 

 

Air Journal 

Air Austral: a 787 again grounded 

Posted on June 4, 2019 at 12h00 by François Duclos 

The airline Air Austral immobilized Monday in Paris one of its Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner for at least 
two months, because of new problems with the engines Rolls Royce . A Wamos Air aircraft 
repatriated passengers to Mayotte via Reunion Island. 

Following the "  programmed and realized  " control on Monday, June 3rd, 2019 with the Trent 1000 
engines equipping the 787-8 registered F-OLRC of the company Reunion, "  and this in accordance 
with the directive of airworthiness enacted by the European authorities for the maintenance flight 
safety ", the aircraft was unable to leave Paris-CDG airport . Air Austral said in a statement that "the 
boroscope performed on its engines has revealed a new deterioration early , unexpected, fins  " 
Trent - an engine "  already under surveillance "Since the inspection wave imposed last year on all 

https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/reunion/boeing-787-8-air-austral-cloue-au-sol-717616.html
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787-8 operators equipped with Trent 1000 (such as British Airways, Singapore Airlines, ANA or Virgin 
Atlantic, recalls the airline), who have seen their exploitation "  highly disturbed ". 

The British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce was confronted last year with a problem of durability 
on the fins of the Trent 1000. Since "  and in the waiting of being able to make available these same 
parts revised and corrected  " according to Air Austral, an airworthiness directive ( AD ) imposes on 
all the airlines concerned a thorough and regular verification and control plan. It provides, among 
other things, each month and on each engine, "  a complete and draconian verification of the state 
of wear of the fins concerned ". With two Dreamliner in service, the airline "  has already been 
heavily penalizedlast year from March to November 2018, because of the long and successive 
immobilization of its aircraft, particularly impacting its air links to and from Mayotte . 

Air Austral has since, in "close collaboration" with its subcontractor AFI-KLM E & M and Rolls Royce, 
put in place a preventive device for monitoring and mitigating the risk of wear on these parts. For 
several weeks, she has,  despite the good results of boroscopes,  taken into account the possibility of 
a possible prolonged immobilization of her 787-8 and studied various scenarios or alternatives that 
she might be able to trigger for the maintenance of its flights program, especially to and from 
Mayotte. The result "  negative, unexpected  " announced Monday night remains for the company "  
extremely penalizing  " with the immediate immobilization of the F-OLRC,for a period of at least 2 
months . 

https://www.air-journal.fr/2019-06-04-air-austral-un-787-de-nouveau-cloue-au-sol-5212844.html  

 

Le Journal de Mayotte 

New Air Austral B787 durable new immobilizer on Monday, engine wings no longer operational 

Passengers departing from Roissy this Monday evening, take off with the Spanish company Wamos 
Air to rally Mayotte, because of an incident on a bonnet. But a bigger failure is grafted, the fins of 
the engines Rolls Royce make again speak about them ... 

By Anne Perzo - June 3, 2019 

This time, everything started with a stupid incident. During a scheduled control in the context of 
boroscopes (sort of scanners) performed on the fins of the engines by the companies Rolls Royce 
and Air France industry, a handling was poorly done, explains the Air Austral company which 
communicates upstream: "The cylinder that holds the bonnet accidentally yielded and tore slightly, 
so we must change it, "explains the com of the company. An incident that has inflated the list of his 
troubles since the beginning of the year. 

A quick operation, but in this case will require a little time, lack of available room, "we are therefore 
obliged to immobilize the aircraft, which will induce disruption on our flights. In particular, the one 
that was supposed to take off this Monday night from Roissy. 

https://www.air-journal.fr/2019-06-04-air-austral-un-787-de-nouveau-cloue-au-sol-5212844.html
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Above all, an immobilization that may last. Because late in the evening on Monday, we learned that 
the boroscope was negative: "We fall on the same wing failure as last year. They no longer respect 
the thresholds not to exceed, "said the representative of Air Austral a tad slaughtered just days from 
the high season. Because last year, the device had been immobilized several weeks. "We are no 
longer in the same context where several companies were involved in the same Rolls Royce engines, 
but the immobilization will last several weeks anyway." 

For now, an alternative solution has been found, and it is the great return of the aircraft of the 
Spanish company Wamos Air, chartered during the crisis situations of the company Reunion. It will 
take care of the passengers on Monday, with a transit through Reunion, "we work on a reduced 
transit time," says with tweezers Air Austral who still remembered the nervousness, which had won 
the passengers the month last, after learning that their direct flight was turning into a stopover 
flight. What motivated the MP Kamardine, who was one of the passengers, to create a users' 
association . 

The constraints of the company Wamos however do not allow the aircraft to restart Mayotte on 
Tuesday to ensure the connection to Paris, "their rest time is 16h, implying that we solicited other 
companies for rerouting passengers. That is, they will be redirected to other airlines, like Air 
Madagascar, for example. "It's in progress." 

"We obviously regret this inconvenience for passengers," said the company who would have liked 
everything to be done as soon as possible, "but we do not know how long our B787 will remain 
immobilized." 

 

L’Echo Touriste 

Air Austral: a Boeing 787 again grounded for two months 

TRANSPORT 

By Clément Peltier  On June 4, 2019 

Bad news for Air Austral. As the high season approached, the company was forced to immobilize its 
Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC for an indefinite period. This is due to a deterioration of one of the Rolls Royce 
Trent 1000 engines. Safety checks have revealed "early and unexpected degradation of the fins 
already under surveillance". 

An immobilization "extremely penalizing" 

The engine maker Rolls Royce has been confronted last year to similar problems on these engines. It 
is within this framework that a verification plan has been put in place by the English firm. "The 
negative, unexpected result, announced Monday night, remains for the company extremely 
penalizing with the immediate immobilization of the F-OLRC for a period of two months at least," 
said Air Austral. 
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Remember that the company has two aircraft of this type in its fleet and that a breakdown of this 
kind had already grounded aircraft from March to November. Air Austral is already looking for a 
solution so that this problem is the least penalizing possible for its customers to and from Mayotte. 

A solution has already been proposed to passengers on flights UU 976 and UU 977 from 03 to 04 
June. 

https://www.lechotouristique.com/article/air-austral-un-boeing-787-de-nouveau-cloue-au-sol-
durant-deux-mois 

 

Z infos  

Air Austral: Device immobilized due to early deterioration of wings 

Tuesday, June 4, 2019 - 12:01 

 Air Austral: Device immobilized due to early deterioration of wings 

The device can not fly anymore. Following the scheduled check on Monday on its Trent 1000 engines 
fitted to its Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC (in accordance with the airworthiness directive issued by the 
European authorities for the maintenance of flight safety), Air Austral immobilized this Monday 
night his camera.   

"The boroscope has highlighted a new deterioration, early, unexpected, fins already under 
surveillance, since the inspection wave imposed last year to all operators with 787-8 equipped with 
Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine" reports Air Austral. An extremely penalizing news for the company, 
the F-OLRC being immobilized for a minimum period of 2 months. Especially since   

The company says:  "For the record, the British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce was indeed faced 
last year with a problem of durability on the fins of engines Trent 1000. Since then, and in the 
expectation of being able to make available these same pieces reviews and corrected, an 
Airworthiness Directive (AD) imposes on all the airlines concerned a thorough and regular 
verification and control plan ".  

Air Austral, which has two aircraft equipped with Trent 1000 engines, deplores having been "heavily 
penalized last year from March to November 2018, because of the long and successive 
immobilization of its aircraft, particularly impacting its air links from and to Mayotte. " Then,  in 
place a preventive device for monitoring and mitigating the risks of wear on these parts . And began 
to study the various scenarios or alternatives that it could be able to trigger   

The company, which ensures that security is a "top priority",  is thus forced to accelerate its search 
for a transportation solution that is "the least penalizing possible for its customers especially from / 
to Mayotte". At this point a solution has been proposed to passengers on flights UU 976 and UU 977 
from June 3 to 4. 

https://www.lechotouristique.com/article/air-austral-un-boeing-787-de-nouveau-cloue-au-sol-durant-deux-mois
https://www.lechotouristique.com/article/air-austral-un-boeing-787-de-nouveau-cloue-au-sol-durant-deux-mois
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https://www.zinfos974.com/Air-Austral-Un-appareil-immobilise-en-raison-d-ailettes-precocement-
deteriorees_a141138.html 

 

AEROBUZZ 

Air Austral forced to immobilize one of its Boeing 787-8 

787-8 - AIR AUSTRAL - ROLLS-ROYCE - TRENT 1000 

Following the scheduled control and carried out this Monday, June 3 rd, 2019, at the level of its 
Trent 1000 engines equipping his 787-8 F-OLRC, and this in accordance with the directive of 
airworthiness enacted by the European authorities for the maintenance of flight safety, Air Austral 
has immobilized this Monday night without delay his device. 

4.06.2019 by AEROBUZZ  

Air Austral, which has two aircraft equipped with Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 engines, has already had to 
immobilize them from March to November 2018.  

The boron inspection performed on the 787-8 F-OLRC's Trent 1000 engines has revealed a new, 
early, unexpected deterioration of the wings already under surveillance, since the inspection wave 
imposed in 2018 on the entire Operators with 787-8 equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 1000 engine. 
British Airways, Singapore Airlines, ANA, Virgin Atlantic or Air Austral have seen their operation 
greatly disrupted. 

For the record, the British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce was, in fact, faced last year with a 
problem of durability on the fins of Trent 1000 engines. Since then, and waiting to be able to make 
available these same parts reviewed and corrected, an Airworthiness Directive (AD) imposes on all 
the airlines concerned a thorough and regular verification and control plan. This provides, among 
other things, each month and on each engine, a complete and draconian verification of the state of 
wear of the fins concerned here. 

Air Austral, which has two aircraft equipped with Trent 1000 engines, states that it was heavily 
penalized last year from March to November 2018, due to the long and successive immobilization of 
its aircraft, particularly impacting its air links from and to Mayotte. 

The Reunionese company has since, in close collaboration with its subcontractor AFI-KLM and Rolls 
Royce, put in place a preventive device for monitoring and mitigating the risk of wear on these parts. 
She has, moreover, for several weeks, and this despite boroscopies showing good results, taken into 
account the possibility of a possible prolonged immobilization of her 787-8 and studied different 
scenarios or alternatives that she could be able to trigger for the maintenance of its flights program, 
especially to and from Mayotte. 

https://www.zinfos974.com/Air-Austral-Un-appareil-immobilise-en-raison-d-ailettes-precocement-deteriorees_a141138.html
https://www.zinfos974.com/Air-Austral-Un-appareil-immobilise-en-raison-d-ailettes-precocement-deteriorees_a141138.html
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The negative result, unexpected, announced this Monday evening, remains for the company 
extremely penalizing with the immediate immobilization of the F-OLRC and this, for a period of 2 
months to the minimum precise Air Austral. 

https://www.aerobuzz.fr/transport-aerien/air-austral-oblige-dimmobiliser-un-de-ses-boeing-787-8/  

 

Air Austral: immobilization of a Boeing 787-8 

A problem was identified on one of the engines of an Air Austral Boeing 787-8, forcing the airline 
to immobilize the aircraft. 

"An early and unexpected deterioration of the wings already under surveillance", that is the problem 
identified on one of the Trent 1000 engines of a Boeing 787-8 belonging to the company Air Austral. 
As L'Echo touristique reports , the French company based on the island of Reunion is forced to 
immobilize its device for a minimum of two months. 

This problem comes as the engine manufacturer Rolls Royce, manufacturer of Trent 1000 engines, 
had found in 2018 a problem of durability of the fins of these engines. Faced with the impossibility of 
providing immediately the same type of improved parts, the manufacturer had been forced to 
impose regular and thorough checks of all engines involved. A similar breakdown had already 
affected the two Air Austral aircraft, and caused their successive immobilization in 2018. Recently, 
Singapore Airlines and Jetsar had also had to immobilize Boeing 787s for a similar problem.  

Air Austral indicates that the situation is extremely penalizing for the company but that "safety 
remains a top priority". The company says it will do everything possible to be able to offer the best 
alternative to its customers and will keep its passengers informed of the evolution of the situation. 

https://www.deplacementspros.com/Air-Austral-immobilisation-d-un-Boeing-787-8_a53945.html  

 

Air Austral has immobilized this Monday night without delay his device 

Following the scheduled control and carried out this Monday, June 3, 2019, at the level of its Trent 
1000 engines equipping his Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC, the Air Austral company has immobilized this 
Monday night without delay his aircraft. 

Mayotte 1st 

Published on 04/06/2019 at 11:10, Updated 04/06/2019 at 11:26 

In a press release, airline Air Austral said that the boroscope performed on its engines, has 
highlighted a new deterioration early, unexpected, fins already under surveillance, since the wave of 
inspection imposed last year to all operators with 787-8 equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 1000 
engine. British Airways, Singapore Airlines, ANA, Virgin Atlantic or Air Austral have seen their 
operation greatly disrupted. 

https://www.aerobuzz.fr/transport-aerien/air-austral-oblige-dimmobiliser-un-de-ses-boeing-787-8/
https://www.deplacementspros.com/Air-Austral-immobilisation-d-un-Boeing-787-8_a53945.html
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 The company adds that the British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce, was indeed faced last year, a 
problem of durability on the fins of the engines Trent 1000. Since, and waiting to be able to make 
available these same parts reviews and corrected an Airworthiness Directive (AD) imposes on all the 
airlines concerned a thorough and regular verification and control plan. This provides, among other 
things, each month and on each engine a complete and draconian verification of the state of wear of 
the fins concerned here. 

  

Mayotte la 1ère 

10:14 - 4 juin 2019 

Air Austral a immobilisé ce lundi soir sans délais son appareil - Mayotte la 1ère 

Air Austral, which has two aircraft equipped with Trent 1000 engines, has already been heavily 
penalized last year from March to November 2018, due to the long and successive immobilization of 
its aircraft, particularly impacting its air links to and from Mayotte. 

 The company has since worked closely with its subcontractor AFI-KLM and Rolls Royce, set up a 
preventive device for monitoring and mitigating the risk of wear on these parts. For several weeks 
now, despite boroscopes showing good results, it has taken into account the possibility of a possible 
prolonged immobilization of its 787-8 and to study different scenarios or alternatives that it could be 
able to trigger for the maintenance of its flights program, especially to and from Mayotte.  

 The negative result, unexpected, announced Monday night remains for the company extremely 
penalizing with the immediate immobilization of the F-OLRC and this, for a period of 2 months 
minimum. 

 However, security is a top priority for the company. Faced with this situation that it undergoes once 
again, and on the eve of the high season, Air Austral is thus forced to accelerate its already very 
active search for a transportation solution that is the least penalizing possible for its customers 
especially from / to Mayotte. 

The company ensures to make every effort to be able to offer the best alternative to its customers. 
At this stage a solution has been proposed to the passengers of flights UU 976 and UU 977 of 03 and 
04 June.  

 Air Austral and its teams are mobilizing. The company will keep its customers informed of any 
developments in the situation. 

https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/mayotte/air-austral-immobilise-ce-lundi-soir-delais-son-appareil-
717652.html 

 

TourMag 

https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/mayotte/air-austral-immobilise-ce-lundi-soir-delais-son-appareil-717652.html
https://la1ere.francetvinfo.fr/mayotte/air-austral-immobilise-ce-lundi-soir-delais-son-appareil-717652.html
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Air Austral nails one of its Boeing 787-8 disrupted flights program on June 3 and 4, 2019 

Written by The Editorial Board on Tuesday, June 4, 2019 

Air Austral is forced to immobilize one of its B787-7 because of a control on the engines which 
revealed an early deterioration of the fins already under surveillance. 

Following the scheduled check, this Monday, June 3 rd, 2019, at the level of its Trent 1000 engines 
equipping its Boeing 787-8 F-OLRC, and this in accordance with the airworthiness directive issued by 
the European authorities for the maintenance of flight safety Air Austral has immobilized this 
Monday night without delay his device .  

The company explains that the boroscope performed on its engines "has highlighted a new 
deterioration early, unexpected, fins already under surveillance, since the inspection wave imposed 
last year to all operators with 787-8 equipped with Rolls Royce Trent 1000. British Airways, 
Singapore Airlines, ANA, Virgin Atlantic or Air Austral have seen their exploitation highly disturbed . " 

For the company, this negative, " unexpected "result is " extremely penalizing . " The aircraft will be 
grounded for a minimum of 2 months, disrupting the company's traffic on June 3-4. 2019. She 
posted all the changes to her program on her website. 

For the record, the British engine manufacturer Rolls Royce was, in fact, faced last year with a 
problem of durability on the fins of Trent 1000 engines. Since then, and waiting to be able to make 
available these same parts reviewed and corrected, an Airworthiness Directive (AD) imposes on all 
the airlines concerned a thorough and regular verification and control plan.  

This provides, among other things, each month and on each engine, a complete and draconian 
verification of the state of wear of the fins concerned here.  

"Air Austral which has two aircraft equipped with Trent 1000 engines has already been heavily 
penalized last year from March to November 2018, because of the long and successive 
immobilization of its aircraft, particularly impacting its air links and to Mayotte.  

The company has since closely with its subcontractor AFI-KLM and Rolls Royce, set up preventive 
monitoring and mitigating the risks of wear on these parts.  

It has, moreover, for several weeks, and in spite of boroscopes presenting good results, taken into 
account the possibility of a possible prolonged immobilization of its 787-8 and studied various 
scenarios or alternatives that it could be trigger for the maintenance of its flights program, especially 
to and from Mayotte. " 

https://www.tourmag.com/Air-Austral-cloue-au-sol-un-de-ses-Boeing-787-8_a98989.html  

 

https://www.tourmag.com/Air-Austral-cloue-au-sol-un-de-ses-Boeing-787-8_a98989.html
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Coverage Report – July 2019 

 
 
 

Upcoming Media Opportunities: 

1. The East African newspaper – feature article on the electrification of flight 

2. Kenyan Wall Street – feature article on Africa’s aviation industry 

3. Daily Maverick (South Africa) – Interview request (Ryan Goodnight) 

4. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - August 

5. SAA – A350XWB orders – Media Trip to Toulouse – 1st Week September – on hold 

6. AASA AGA – October  

7. AFRAA AGA – November – special panel on the role of communication in the industry  

 

Rolls-Royce Coverage 

Contents: 

1. World AirNews – Ryan Goodnight Exclusive Interview  

2. EgyptAir Boeing 787 Dreamliner Biofuel Delivery Flight 

3. Uganda Airlines – A330neos 

4. South African Airways – A350s 

5. IntelligentEngine 

6. Bloodhound 
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1.  World AirNews – Ryan Goodnight Exclusive Interview 
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2. EgyptAir Boeing 787 Dreamliner Biofuel Delivery Flight 
 
Middle East and Egyptian National Media: 

 

Fifth Boeing B787-9 Dreamliner joins 
EgyptAir fleet 
July 24, 2019 
4:08 pm 
 
The fifth Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner arrived at Cairo International Airport on Wednesday to join the 
EgyptAir fleet. 
 
Chairman of EgyptAir Holding Company Ahmed Adel said Wednesday that the new Dreamliner model 
has the technology, comfort and luxury to make journeys more enjoyable for passengers. 
 
EgyptAir contracted Boeing for the purchase of six aircrafts of the same model as part of the 
company’s fleet modernization plan. 
 
This fifth Dreamliner aircraft comes as part of the largest deal in EgyptAir’s history, dubbed the “deal 
of the century” by aviation experts as it includes the purchase of 45 new aircrafts of the latest 
worldwide models worth US$6 billion, such as six Boeing Dreamliner 787-9. 
 
EgyptAir has now received five aircraft, coming in preparation to join the company’s fleet to work on 
long lines such as Shanghai, Tokyo, New York, Bangkok and Frankfurt. 
 
The Dreamliner is capable of traveling between 14,800 to 15,700 km non-stop and has 20 percent less 
fuel consumption than its counterparts in commercial aircraft. The Boeing 787 Dreamliners are 
powered by Rolls-Royce engines to fly over long distances. Its capacity ranges between 210 to 330 
passengers. 
 
EgyptAir also announced earlier that from July 2019 to May 2020, it would receive 12 Airbus 220/300 
aircraft, which were produced by Bombardier of Canada before being acquired by Airbus. 
 
In January 2020, the company will start receiving 15 Airbus A320, the latest and most advanced 
Airbus A320 to date, and another 12 Airbus 220/300 aircraft. 
 
This deal will update 50 percent of the size of the fleet, the company said, adding that the second 
phase of fleet upgrades will be from 2019 to 2027. 
 
EgyptAir’s network extends to more than 70 destinations in nearly 60 countries around the world to 
meet the needs of all customers, and it joined the Star Alliance in July 2008, and became the 21st 
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member of the alliance which currently includes 27 airlines from the largest companies around the 
world. 
 
Edited translation from Al-Masry Al-Youm 
https://egyptindependent.com/fifth-boeing-b787-9-dreamliner-joins-egyptair-fleet/ 
 
 

 
 
 

Egypt's fifth Dreamliner arrives from Seattle 
 
Wednesday 24 Jul 2019 
 

Egypt received its fifth Boeing 787 
Dreamliner on Wednesday after the model’s 
longest flight from Seattle, Washington, said 
flagship airliner EgyptAir in a statement. 
 
It is the first flight in which the aircraft's 
Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 engine ran on 
biofuel, with 30 percent of the trip's fuel 
made from agricultural waste. 
 
The move is part of the Egyptian carrier's 

efforts to promote reliance on clean, low-carbon energy in the aviation industry, the statement 
added. 
 
The aircraft will come into operation on Friday and will be bound forParis. 
 
The purchase of the advanced aircraft is part of a $6 billion deal signed by the national carrier in late 
2017 to buy 45 new planes to upgrade its fleet, in what was touted as the biggest-ever deal made by 
the company. 
 
The deal includes buying six new Boeing 787-9 Dreamliners. EgyptAir received the first two in March 
and April. 
 
The 290-seat plane currently operates flights to Frankfurt, Paris, Kuwait and Dubai, Shanghai, Tokyo, 
New York and Bangkok. 
 
Egypt is scheduled to receive its last and sixth Dreamliner in mid-august, according to the statement. 
 
The aircraft maker says this model, which features more electric system architecture, offers 
exceptional fuel efficiency and faster cruise speed. 
 

https://egyptindependent.com/fifth-boeing-b787-9-dreamliner-joins-egyptair-fleet/
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EgyptAir has a fleet of 70 long, medium and short haul aircrafts, according to the company's website. 
 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/338557/Egypt/Politics-/Egypts-fifth-Dreamliner-
arrives-from-Seattle.aspx 
 

Trade Media: 

 

EgyptAir Flies Newest Dreamliner Home Using Biofuel, 
Sets Distance Record 
 

KATIE BAILEY, 26th July 2019 

 
EgyptAir's fifth Dreamliner bears a "Clean to Fly" 
logo next to the boarding door to promote the use of 
sustainable aviation fuel. (Photo: AirlineGeeks | Katie 
Bailey) 
 
EgyptAir took delivery of its latest Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner 
earlier this week, the fifth of six next-generation Boeing 
aircraft destined for its fleet. While EgyptAir has been 

taking deliveries since the beginning of 2019, this delivery flight had a twist in that it was fueled with 
sustainable aviation flew, making it the longest flight flown with sustainable aviation fuel (SAF) as it 
flew from Everett, Wash. to Cairo. 
 
The delivery flight inaugurated a new program implemented by Boeing to give the option of using the 
SAF on any delivery flight. EgyptAir chose to perform the longer than 13-hour flight home on the 
biofuel to demonstrate the airline’s desire for efficiency and sustainability, of which the Dreamliner is 
emblematic. 
 
The Egyptian flag carrier operates a modest 
long-haul fleet consisting of Boeing 777 family 
and Airbus A330 family aircraft with the 
Dreamliner being the newest type to be 
inducted into the fleet. From its base in Cairo, 
the fuel-efficient Dreamliner is currently 
deployed on long-haul routes over 10 hours 
including Washington and Tokyo, some of the 
longest routes in the airline’s fleet. 

http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/338557/Egypt/Politics-/Egypts-fifth-Dreamliner-arrives-from-Seattle.aspx
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/1/64/338557/Egypt/Politics-/Egypts-fifth-Dreamliner-arrives-from-Seattle.aspx
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EgyptAir’s fifth Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner at the Boeing 
Delivery Center in Everett, Wash. (Photo: AirlineGeeks | 
Katie Bailey) 
 
Long-haul isn’t the only sector of which EgyptAir is 
looking to modernize and become more efficient as 
the airline’s regional brand, EgyptAir Express, 
prepares to take delivery of its first Airbus A220-300. 
The similarly economical aircraft will also serve 
EgyptAir’s goal of achieving efficiency and 
sustainability. 

During the delivery festivities, Captain Ahmed Adel, 
chairman and CEO of EgyptAir Holding Company spoke 
to the crowd, “We are committed to the sustainable 
growth of our airline and supporting commercial 
aviation’s efforts to protect the environment. The 787-
9 Dreamliner is a great fit for our network and provides 
our customers with a responsible choice for air travel” 

  

While the Dreamliner program was designed for 
exceptional fuel efficiency, the added bonus of the 
SAF is not only in the burning performance but in 
weight as well. Jets like the Dreamliner typically 
run on Jet-A fuel, which weighs 6.8 pounds per 
gallon whereas SAF weighs less at just 6.6 pounds. 

Though only .2 pounds, the savings is when a 787-
8 Dreamliner’s fuel capacity is 33,340 gallons. The 
fuel composition is 30 percent sustainable aviation 

fuel plus 70 percent Jet-A, meaning that 10,002 gallons of the total amount is lighter than a normal 
fill-up. The carbon dioxide emission should also be reduced by around 80 percent during the lifecycle 
of the airplane when using SAF. 

The Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 engine that powers 
EgyptAir’s Dreamliners. (Photo: AirlineGeeks | Katie 
Bailey) 

EgyptAir leases its Dreamliner fleet from Irish 
leasing company Aercap, Boeing’s largest 787 
customer with 114 owned, managed and on order. 

“We are delighted to support EGYPTAIR’s fleet 
renewal strategy and to be a part of this important 
industry-first milestone,” Aengus Kelly, CEO of 
Aercap, said. “The 787 is a perfect choice for 
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EGYPTAIR, allowing the airline to reduce fuel use and emissions by up to 25 percent while meeting its 
sustainable growth ambitions, as well as supporting Aercap’s target to transition its fleet to over two-
thirds new technology aircraft by 2021.” 

The biofuel used to power this EgyptAir 787’s journey home from Everett was created down the coast 
in a facility in Paramount, Calif. by World Energy. The plant is able to make the renewable fuel in 
quantities necessary for the airline industry. This particular sustainable fuel is made from agricultural 
waste mixed with the currently used Jet-A and is used interchangeably as a regular fuel without the 
need to change any engine systems. 

 

Sustainable aviation fuel doesn’t require changing any 
existing aircraft or engine systems and reduces carbon 
emissions from the engine. (Photo: AirlineGeeks | 
Katie Bailey) 

“Boeing and the industry believe sustainable fuel has 
significant long-term potential to help commercial 
aviation earn its license to keep growing and meet our 
climate goals,” said Sheila Remes, vice president of 
strategy at Boeing Commercial Airplanes. 

The use of SAF is not a new concept as commercial 
passenger flights began using it as early as 2011. Since 
that time, the fuels have become more refined and 
are able to be produced at levels to meet the needs of 

increasing air travel. The use of the fuel on such a long flight on an already fuel-efficient aircraft is a 
big step in attaining environmental goals, reducing carbon footprints and making air travel sustainable 
for the future. 

https://airlinegeeks.com/2019/07/26/egyptair-flies-newest-dreamliner-home-using-biofuel-sets-
distance-record/ 

 

25-Jul-2019 2:13 AM 

Trent 1000 TEN powers EgyptAir sustainable fuel flight 
 

[Subscription only] 

https://centreforaviation.com/news/trent-1000-ten-powers-egyptair-sustainable-fuel-flight-923668 

  

https://airlinegeeks.com/2019/07/26/egyptair-flies-newest-dreamliner-home-using-biofuel-sets-distance-record/
https://airlinegeeks.com/2019/07/26/egyptair-flies-newest-dreamliner-home-using-biofuel-sets-distance-record/
https://centreforaviation.com/news/trent-1000-ten-powers-egyptair-sustainable-fuel-flight-923668
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Rolls-royce Trent 1000 Ten Powers Egyptair’s First 
Flight With Sustainable Aviation Fuel 
24th July 2019 

 

Rolls-Royce congratulates EGYPTAIR on the completion 
of its first flight with Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), 
undertaken for the entry into service of the fifth, in a 
series of six, Rolls-Royce powered Boeing 787-9 
Dreamliners. The flight from Seattle to Cairo is the 
longest flight using SAF conducted in a Boeing 787. 

 

Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 TEN engines were chosen by the airline to power the latest members of its 
growing fleet and will receive long-term maintenance support with EGYPTAIR’s selection of the Rolls-
Royce TotalCare® service plan. The Trent 1000 has powered every variant of the Dreamliner since its 
entry into service and incorporates technology to enhance aircraft performance. This has helped the 
aircraft achieve 20 per cent greater fuel efficiency than previous-generation aircraft. 

“We are thrilled to welcome our new aircraft into service and to complete our first Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel flight from Seattle to Cairo, said Ahmed Adel, Chairman and CEO of EGYPTAIR. “The 
operational efficiencies of the Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner, with Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 TEN engines, 
help us achieve our objective of offering even greater value to our passengers, our selection of 
TotalCare for long-term engine monitoring and maintenance support will further assist us toward this 
aim.” 

“We are proud to be part of EGYPTAIR’s first flight using Sustainable Aviation Fuel, and to assist with 
smooth entry into service of all six of the airline’s new Boeing 787 Dreamliners,” said John Kelly, 
Senior Vice President, Customers – Middle East and Africa, Rolls-Royce. “EGYPTAIR is Egypt’s flagship 
airline and its selection of our Trent 1000 TEN engine is a huge endorsement for the Trent engine 
family and perfectly demonstrates The Power of Trent. We also look forward to enhancing the 
availability of these aircraft with our TotalCare service plan.” 
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Rolls-Royce has worked with EGYPTAIR for more than 70 years. Today’s delivery of Trent 1000 TEN 
powered aircraft with TotalCare further strengthens this relationship as Rolls-Royce now powers the 
majority of EGYPTAIR’s fleet. 

The Trent family of seven different engines has accumulated more than 125 million flying hours since 
the first Trent engine entered service in 1995. 

https://m.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-trent-1000-ten-powers-egyptairs-first-flight-
with-sustainable-aviation-fuel-2019-07-24/rep_id:4433 

 

 
EGYPTAIR’s B 787 Dreamliner Powered By Trent 
Engines Flies Home On SAF 
 JULY 24, 2019   

· Flight From Seattle To Cairo Represents The Longest 787 Delivery Flight Using Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel (SAF) 

· Aircraft Powered By Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 Ten Engines 

Boeing has delivered the fifth 787 Dreamliner for EGYPTAIR via a lease agreement with AerCap. 
Egypt’s national carrier took advantage of a new Boeing program and filled its new super-efficient 
airplane with biofuel for the flight home, underscoring the airline’s drive to improve the efficiency and 
sustainability of its operations. 

Sustainable aviation fuels have been shown to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by up to 80 percent 
through its lifecycle. The 5,925 nautical-mile (10,973 kms) trip flight from Seattle to Cairo represents 
the longest 787 delivery flight using sustainable fuel. 

“Boeing and the industry believe sustainable fuel has significant long-term potential to help 
commercial aviation earn its license to keep growing and meet our climate goals,” says Sheila Remes, 
Vice President of Strategy at Boeing Commercial Airplanes. 

Also, Ahmed Adel, chairman and CEO of EGYPTAIR Holding Company, says: “We are committed to the 
sustainable growth of our airline and supporting commercial aviation’s efforts to protect the 
environment. The 787-9 Dreamliner is a great fit for our network and provides our customers with a 
responsible choice for air travel.” 

EGYPTAIR ordered six 787-9 Dreamliners in 2017 via long-term lease from Dublin-based AerCap, a 
global leader in aircraft leasing. Aengus Kelly, CEO of AerCap, says: “The 787 Dreamliner is a perfect 
choice for EGYPTAIR, allowing the airline to reduce fuel use and emissions by up to 25 percent while 
meeting its sustainable growth ambitions.” 

https://m.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-trent-1000-ten-powers-egyptairs-first-flight-with-sustainable-aviation-fuel-2019-07-24/rep_id:4433
https://m.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-trent-1000-ten-powers-egyptairs-first-flight-with-sustainable-aviation-fuel-2019-07-24/rep_id:4433
https://aviationbusinessjournal.aero/2019/07/24/egyptairs-b-787-dreamliner-powered-by-trent-engines-flies-home-on-saf/#respond
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Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 TEN engines were chosen 
by the airline to power the latest members of its 
growing fleet. John Kelly, Senior Vice President, 
Customers – Middle East and Africa, Rolls-Royce, 
says: “EGYPTAIR’s selection of our Trent 1000 
TEN engine is a huge endorsement for the Trent 
engine family and perfectly demonstrates The 
Power of Trent.” 

  

 

https://aviationbusinessjournal.aero/2019/07/24/egyptairs-b-787-dreamliner-powered-by-trent-
engines-flies-home-on-saf/ 

 

 

Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 Ten powers EgyptAir’s first 
flight with sustainable fuel 
 
Posted 24 July 2019 · 
 
EgyptAir has completed its first flight with Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), undertaken for the entry 
into service of the fifth, in a series of six, Rolls-Royce powered Boeing 787-9 Dreamliners. 

 The flight from Seattle to Cairo is the longest flight using SAF conducted in a Boeing 787. 
Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 TEN (TEN stands for Thrust Efficiency and New technology) engines were 
chosen by the airline to power the latest members of its growing fleet and will receive long-term 
maintenance support with EgyptAir’s selection of the Rolls- Royce TotalCare service plan. The Trent 
1000 has powered every variant of the Dreamliner since its entry into service and incorporates 
technology to enhance aircraft performance. This has helped the aircraft achieve 20 per cent greater 
fuel efficiency than previous-generation aircraft. 
 
“We are thrilled to welcome our new aircraft into service and to complete our first Sustainable 
Aviation Fuel flight from Seattle to Cairo, said Ahmed Adel, Chairman and CEO of EgyptAir. “The 
operational efficiencies of the Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner, with Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 TEN engines, 
help us achieve our objective of offering even greater value to our passengers, our selection of 
TotalCare for long-term engine monitoring and maintenance support will further assist us toward this 
aim.” 
 

https://aviationbusinessjournal.aero/2019/07/24/egyptairs-b-787-dreamliner-powered-by-trent-engines-flies-home-on-saf/
https://aviationbusinessjournal.aero/2019/07/24/egyptairs-b-787-dreamliner-powered-by-trent-engines-flies-home-on-saf/
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“We are proud to be part of EgyptAir’s first flight using Sustainable Aviation Fuel, and to assist with 
smooth entry into service of all six of the airline’s new Boeing 787 Dreamliners,” said John Kelly, 
Senior Vice President, Customers – Middle East and Africa, Rolls-Royce. “EgyptAir is Egypt’s flagship 
airline and its selection of our Trent 1000 TEN engine is a huge endorsement for the Trent engine 
family and perfectly demonstrates The Power of Trent. We also look forward to enhancing the 
availability of these aircraft with our TotalCare service plan.” 
https://www.arabianaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-trent-1000-ten-powers-egyptair-s-first-flight-with-
sustainable-fuel.html 

 

 

Boeing Starts Offering Biofuel On Delivery Flights 
By Andrew Curran 

July 24, 2019 

Boeing has just flown a 787-9 Dreamliner from Seattle to Cairo fuelled entirely by biofuel. The 10,973-
kilometer delivery flight for EgyptAir was the longest 787 flight undertaken thus far using biofuels. 

Boeing offers the option of using biofuel on 787 delivery flights. EgyptAir is the first airline to take up 
the offer. 

boeing-biofuel-delivery-flights 

EgyptAir has taken delivery of another 787-9. The delivery flight was fuelled entirely by biofuels. 
Photo: EghtAir 

The US aircraft manufacturer notes that the 787 is designed to be fuel-efficient. In a press statement, 
Boeing estimates that since the 787’s introduction in 2011, 37 million pounds of fuel has been saved. 
Adding biofuels to the mix will further reduce the 787’s environmental impact. 

EgyptAir took delivery of its first 787-9 in March 2019. The latest delivery brings its 787-9 fleet to five. 
Ahmed Adel, CEO and Chairman of EgyptAir said; 

“We are committed to the sustainable growth of our airline and supporting commercial aviation’s 
efforts to protect the environment… the 787-9 Dreamliner is a great fit for our network and provides 
our customers with a responsible choice for air travel.” 

Biofuels and the aviation industry 

Egyptair used a biofuel made at a refinery in California. It was made from agricultural byproducts, can 
be blended with regular jet fuel, and does not require modifications to the aircraft or its engines. 

https://www.arabianaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-trent-1000-ten-powers-egyptair-s-first-flight-with-sustainable-fuel.html
https://www.arabianaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-trent-1000-ten-powers-egyptair-s-first-flight-with-sustainable-fuel.html
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The International Energy Agency estimates that aviation will account for 30% of oil consumption by 
2030 and 3.5% of global CO2 emissions. Sustainable fuels, or biofuels, are critical to reducing these 
levels. 

 

Many airlines, including EgyptAir, have enacted reduction targets. There is a general agreement to try 
to reduce aviation carbon emissions by half of their 2005 levels by 2050. 

In the more immediate future, EgyptAir is on track to reduce its emissions and fuel consumption by 
25%. It is doing this by switching over to more fuel-efficient aircraft such as the 787 and by being 
willing to use biofuels. 

While airlines are generally open to the idea of biofuels and support the idea of reducing emissions, 
one of the key barriers to greater takeup is cost. 

Fuel is one of the biggest, if not the biggest cost for most airlines. Biofuels cost substantially more 
than standard kerosene-based jet fuels. Given that aviation is acutely sensitive to higher operating 
costs, the commercial reality is often trumping environmental kudos – at least for the time being. 

Aviation biofuels have been available for a decade 

Aviation biofuels have been certified and available since 2008 and the International Energy Agency 
notes that more than 150,000 flights have been undertaken at least partly fuelled by biofuels. 

But biofuel use is still unusual enough to make the news. Recently, United made a bit of noise about 
buying 10 million gallons of biofuel. Some countries, such as Sweden, want to use the brute force of 
legislation to get airlines to use biofuels to reduce their emissions. 

That may be a viable option for Sweden given that Stockholm is one of the few airports with a fully 
functioning biofuel distribution network. 

Cost and distribution issues help explain why in 2018, only 15 million liters of aviation biofuel was 
used, accounting for 0.1% of all aviation fuel consumed worldwide. 

Everyone needs to step up 

While EgyptAir is to be commended for walking the talk and opening their wallet to pay a premium 
for the fuel on their latest 787 delivery flight, the test for Egyptair and other airlines is whether they 
will continue to do so in the future. 

Long term environmental targets, whether in the aviation industry or anywhere, are notoriously pie in 
the sky. Think about how the Kyoto and Paris Agreements are going. 

But most agree that the days of fossil fuels are numbered – not in the short to medium term, rather 
the longer term. The aviation industry, like everyone else, will have to get on board. 

Right now, it’s hats off to Egyptair for taking a step in the right direction. 
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https://simpleflying.com/boeing-biofuel-delivery-flights/  

 

 

TRANSPORT 

Egypt Air flight records the longest 787 
delivery flight using sustainable fuel 
Egypt Air makes history with the operation of the longest biofuel trans-Atlantic flight to Cairo 

 

by Logistics Middle East Staff 

Thu 25 Jul 2019 11:39 AM 

Egypt’s national carrier, EgyptAir has successfully operated 

its longest ever biofuel flight with the delivery of its fifth Dreamliner 787 from the United 

States to Cairo. 

Flight MS3330 used a 30% to 70% ratio of biofuel to normal fuel. The plane is the fifth of six 

ordered by Egypt Air through a long-term lease from Dublin-based AerCap. 

AerCap is the world’s largest customer of the 787 aircraft, with a total of 114 owned, 

managed and on order. 

Egyptair Cargo takes delivery of first A330-200 freighter conversion 

“Our cooperation with our partners in success marks a big step in the development of a 

renewable jet fuel industry in Cairo, as we all have agreed on putting sustainability first – it is 

a project we are really proud to be part of as we look at ways to reduce carbon emissions 

across our operations,” said Ahmed Adel, chairman and CEO of Egypt Air Holding Company. 

https://simpleflying.com/boeing-biofuel-delivery-flights/
https://www.logisticsmiddleeast.com/transport
https://www.logisticsmiddleeast.com/author/logistics-middle-east-staff
https://www.logisticsmiddleeast.com/transport/air-cargo/31149-egyptair-cargo-takes-delivery-of-first-a330-200-freighter-conversion
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 “We are committed to the sustainable growth of our 

airline and supporting commercial aviation’s efforts 

to protect the environment,” he added. “The 787-9 

Dreamliner is a great fit for our network and provides 

our customers with a responsible choice for air 

travel.” 

The 787 Dreamliner was designed for superior fuel 

efficiency and environmental performance. Its 

lightweight composite materials, highly-efficient engines, and other aerodynamic 

improvements reduce fuel use and emissions by 20 to 25 percent compared to the airplanes 

it replaces. 

Egypt Air is the first operator in Africa to use a new Boeing program that offers operators the 

option to use biofuel on delivery flights. 

Sustainable aviation fuels have been shown to reduce carbon dioxide emissions by up to 80 

percent through its lifecycle. The 5,925 nautical-mile (10,973 km) trip flight from Seattle to 

Cairo represents the longest 787 delivery flight using sustainable fuel. 

“We are proud to be part of EGYPTAIR’s first flight using Sustainable Aviation Fuel, and to 

assist with a smooth entry into service of all six of the airline’s new Boeing 787 Dreamliners,” 

said John Kelly, senior vice president, customers, Rolls-Royce. 

“EGYPTAIR is Egypt’s flagship airline and its selection of our Trent 1000 TEN engine is a huge 

endorsement for the Trent engine family and perfectly demonstrates The Power of Trent. We 

also look forward to enhancing the availability of these aircraft with our TotalCare service 

plan,” he added. 

EGYPTAIR used a biofuel produced by World Energy at its refinery in Paramount, Calif., the 

first facility designed to make renewable jet fuel on a commercial scale. 
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Made from agriculture waste, the fuel is certified for commercial use and can be blended 

with conventional jet fuel without modifications to the airplanes, engines or fueling 

infrastructure. 

https://www.logisticsmiddleeast.com/transport/33498-egypt-air-flight-records-the-longest-787-
delivery-flight-using-sustainable-fuel 
 
US  

 

Boeing Dreamliner leaves Everett 
on history-making flight  
 
By Andrew McIntosh  – Staff Writer, Puget Sound Business Journal 
Jul 23, 2019, 4:01pm PDT Updated Jul 24, 2019, 5:02pm EDT 
The first flight of the new aircraft, bearing a "Clean to Fly" moniker on its fuselage, comes as jet 
makers and airlines battle a growing chorus of criticism that global air travel exacerbates global 
warming. 
 

 
 

https://www.logisticsmiddleeast.com/transport/33498-egypt-air-flight-records-the-longest-787-delivery-flight-using-sustainable-fuel
https://www.logisticsmiddleeast.com/transport/33498-egypt-air-flight-records-the-longest-787-delivery-flight-using-sustainable-fuel
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https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2019/07/23/egyptairs-new-boeing-787-dreamliner-takes-
off-for.html  (subscription only) 

 

  

https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2019/07/23/egyptairs-new-boeing-787-dreamliner-takes-off-for.html
https://www.bizjournals.com/seattle/news/2019/07/23/egyptairs-new-boeing-787-dreamliner-takes-off-for.html
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3.  Uganda Airlines 

 
Airline Startup Of The Week – Uganda Airlines 

By Chris Loh July 12, 2019 

After a nearly 20 year hiatus, Uganda Airlines is back. Revived by the Ugandan government, the 
carrier hopes to improve access to the landlocked country and facilitate better transportation for 
those seeking to travel in and out of the East African nation. While not completely new to the scene, 
Uganda Airlines is our airline startup of the week. 

The Uganda Airlines CRJ is the first of its kind fitted with the 
ATMOSPHÈRE cabin in Africa. Photo: Bombardier 

As mentioned above, this airline is not a totally new start-up. 
In fact, it was founded in 1977. However, after some difficult 
years, the government moved to have the airline cease 
operations in 2001. 

An airline for Ugandans:   Ugandan daily newspaper New 
Vision wrote a summary of speeches that took place during 
the inauguration of this new airline’s Board of Directors. 

Of interest were remarks made by Minister of Works and Transportation, Eng. Monica Azuba, who 
explained that Uganda is a non-coastal country and the aviation industry will guarantee the country 
direct international access. 

“[The] Government’s objective is to ensure that Uganda’s air links makes it one of the best connected countries 
in the world, so that it can compete for economic growth opportunities. To achieve this objective, [the] 
Government came up with a strategy to leverage Uganda’s geographical location to become a regional hub for 
air transport,” – Monica Azuba 

Uganda Airlines should have a comfortable A330-800. 
Photo: Airbus 

Azuba also brought up the fact that Ugandan passengers 
were getting inconvenienced on other carriers due to 
scheduling changes. The result is that Ugandans must wait 
long hours to get to their destinations, she claims. The 

minister also noted that even short journeys, Entebbe to Arusha, for example, take several hours 
longer because of connection times. 

Furthermore, Azuba says that setting up a national airline will enhance the country’s competitiveness 
by reducing the cost of air transport as well as reducing connectivity issues to and from Uganda. 

https://simpleflying.com/uganda-airlines-startup/ 

https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1502546/ugandans-expect-uganda-airlines-succeed
https://www.newvision.co.ug/new_vision/news/1502546/ugandans-expect-uganda-airlines-succeed
https://simpleflying.com/uganda-airlines-startup/
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4. South African Airways – A350s 
 

 
S O U T H  A F R I C A N  A I R W A Y S  T O  L E A S E  A I R B U S  A 3 5 0 S  

AARON HILSZ-LOTHIANJULY 2, 2019 

South African Airways has disclosed an agreement to lease two Airbus A350-900s to modernize their 
ageing widebody fleet. 

Set to be introduced towards the end of the year, the aircraft will be used to replace A340-600s 
operating Johannesburg – New York JFK flights. 

Powered by the Rolls-Royce Trent XWB, the A350-900 will offer South African Airways a 20 percent 
reduction in fuel burn compared to the A340. 

Looking at their current widebody fleet, we can determine that 
the A350-900 will offer some pretty beneficial changes in terms 
of: fuel efficiency, performance and passenger comfort. 

 

“The introduction of these state-of-the-art aircraft to 
our fleet is an important step-change as we continue to make progress to transform our 
business and return the airline to financial sustainability in the shortest time possible.” 
Acting SAA CEO, Zukisa Ramasia 

The aircraft will be configured in a three class layout, with 245 economy 
seats, featuring extra legroom seats in the first six rows. No figure has 
been provided for business class just yet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
https://samchui.com/2019/07/02/south-african-airways-to-lease-airbus-a350s/#.XUGckOgzaM8 
 

Aircraft Fleet Count 

A340-600 9 

A340-300 7 

A330-200 6 

A330-300 5 

https://samchui.com/category/airbus/#.XRsn5uj0k2z
https://samchui.com/2019/07/02/south-african-airways-to-lease-airbus-a350s/#.XUGckOgzaM8
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Air Mauritius to place A350s with SAA - report 
24/7/19   http://www.ch-aviation.com  
 
Air Mauritius (MK, Mauritius) took delivery of its first A330-900neo on April 18. The Rolls-Royce 
Trent 7000-72 powered aircraft is equipped with 260 seats in Economy and 28 seats in Business 
Class. It is the first of two units the Mauritian national carrier will lease from Air Lease Corporation. 
 
Following TAP Air Portugal (TP, Lisbon) and Air Sénégal (HC, Dakar Blaise Diagne Int'l) (whose 
A330neo is operated by Hi Fly Malta (HFM, Malta Int'l)), Air Mauritius is the third operator of the 
type worldwide. 
 
Initially, it plans to use the aircraft on its routes from Mauritius to Antananarivo, Bangalore Int'l, 
Chennai, Johannesburg O.R. Tambo, Kuala Lumpur Int'l, London Heathrow, Mumbai Int'l, Singapore 
Changi, and St. Denis de la Réunion. 
 
According to a news report by L'Express, the six-month delay in delivery of the two aircraft has 
forced the carrier to extend the leases on two A340-300s that were supposed to be retired in 
November and December... 
 
[No more mention of RR ] 
 
 
5. IntelligentEngine 
 
 

 

Rolls-Royce ‘IntelligentEngine’ civil aerospace 
initiative advancing 
19TH JULY 2019  
BY: REBECCA CAMPBELL  
 
UK-based global major power plant manufacturer Rolls-Royce has reported that its “IntelligentEngine” 
philosophy is making strong progress throughout its Civil Aerospace products and services portfolio, 
powerfully driven by the capabilities of digital technology. It affirmed that this was creating new 
opportunities for the company to supply its customers with increasingly connected, “more intelligent” 
engines and electrical systems. 
 
“We launched our IntelligentEngine vision last year at [the] Singapore Airshow, and it is a concept that 
is moving forward at pace right through our business,” said Rolls-Royce president Chris Cholerton. 

http://www.ch-aviation.com/
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“We are bringing the power of digital to shape everything we do in design, test, production and 
services. Developments like these are ensuring that we make the IntelligentEngine deliver further 
benefits for customers.” 
 
The group has a number of projects under way are making this vision or philosophy concrete. These 
are the UltraFan programme, the construction of a new and very large test-bed, the E-Fan X 
programme, a digital collaboration programme with Singapore Airlines, maintenance robot 
development programmes, and a virtual reality engineer training programme with Qatar Airways. 
 
The UltraFan engine has undergone successful aerodynamic testing at ITP Aero, in Biscay, Spain. This 
testing has verified the design methodologies and functional characteristics of its multistage 
intermediate pressure turbine, intended to operate at very high speeds in order to optimise the new 
engine architecture. The creation of this new engine took place using the latest digital design and 
production technology. 
 
The new test-bed, being built at Derby, in the UK, will be the world’s largest indoor engine test-bed to 
be commissioned next year. It will be used for testing the UltraFan engine, the ground tests of which 
will start there in 2021. 
 
The E-Fan X will be a flying hybrid-electric technology demonstrator aircraft, and is being developed in 
cooperation with Airbus. The ground test-bed for its propulsion system (a 2.5 MW, 15 000 rpm 
generator with 3 kV power electronics) is located at Trondheim, Norway, and is in its final preparatory 
stages. (The actual aircraft will be a modified Avro RJ100 regional jet, which will have one of its four 
engines replaced by the hybrid-electric power plant.) The E-Fan X is cofunded by the UK’s Aerospace 
Technology Institute (a public–private initiative) and Clean Sky 2 (also a public–private initiative, but at 
European Union level). 
 
The Rolls-Royce/Singapore Airlines digital cooperation programme will result in the creation of a 
“globally connected platform allowing collaboration on digital solutions”, stated the Rolls-Royce press 
release. “The open platform will also facilitate industry peers and partners to securely collaborate on 
the development of digital solutions for the industry.” 
 
The maintenance robot programme involves the development of three different types of inspection 
and repair robots. The group is cooperating with Harvard University and the University of Nottingham 
to develop SWARM robots – miniature machines equipped with cameras which operate 
collaboratively to crawl through an engine and supply live-streamed images, hereby allowing 
inspection of difficult-to-access parts of the power plant; it has now been established that these little 
robots can crawl upside down within the engine. FLARE is a snake robot project, being carried out 
with the University of Nottingham and British company Metallisation; this involves having a pair of 
snake robots crawl through and engine, like endoscopes, and then making patch repairs to damaged 
thermal barrier coatings, without needing to take the engine off the wing. COBRA is another snake 
robot project, being developed in cooperation with the UK’s Atomic Energy Authority, UK-based 
enterprise OpTek Systems, and the University of Nottingham; in this case, it is focused on a snake 
robot 5 m in length that can be directed through an engine by engineers at a remote location; a 
concept demonstration of the entire system is scheduled for next year. 
 
The virtual reality engineer training programme with Qatar Airways is “a first for the two companies”, 
reported Rolls-Royce. “The training immerses engineers in the process of separating a Trent XWB 
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engine, using sight, sound and touch, without Qatar Airways providing a physical engine, or Rolls-
Royce transporting an engine to Doha.” 
 
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-intelligentengine-civil-aerospace-initiative-
progressing-very-well-2019-07-05/searchString:Rolls-Royce 
 
 
6. Bloodhound 
 

 

Bloodhound car needs to get through South 
African customs before breaking speed records 

Written by Justin Cronjé - 19th Jul 2019 

The Bloodhound supersonic car will be arriving in South Africa in 
October this year where it will be driven by Andy Green in the 
Northern Cape on a world record attempt. 

The British-based Bloodhound Land Speed Record (LSR) has been 

bought out of bankruptcy as relatively new owner and CEO, Ian 

Warhurst, spent around, “seven figures” in British pounds to get the project back afloat. 

The Bloodhound is now set for testing at Hakskeen Pan in the Northern Cape where the team hopes 

to hit 800 kilometres per hour. The testing is for gathering data using various sensors to see how the 

car will handle the high speeds. In addition to this, the car will also be tested on its initial braking and 

its parachute deployment. 

Andy Green, the current land speed record holder, said that a key focus of these tests will be to see 

how the solid metal wheels will behave on the track. Testing will be done over a two-week period 

where around 12 runs will take place. All this data collection is necessary in the team’s attempt to 

break the land speed record, with the ultimate objective of reaching 1609.34 km/h and being the first 

to do so in the digital era. 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/wp-content/uploads/land/land/Bloodhound_382x286.jpg
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-intelligentengine-civil-aerospace-initiative-progressing-very-well-2019-07-05/searchString:Rolls-Royce
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-intelligentengine-civil-aerospace-initiative-progressing-very-well-2019-07-05/searchString:Rolls-Royce
http://www.bloodhoundlsr.com/
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The supersonic car is 13.5m long and weighs 5.5 tonnes. The front is made out of carbon fibre while 

the rear is composed of aerospace-grade aluminium and other composites. The Bloodhound will be 

powered by a modern Rolls-Royce EJ200 jet engine that has been borrowed from the UK’s ministry of 

defence. Once it’s testing and data has been analysed and integrated, a Nammo rocket will also be 

added. 

In the Hakskeen Pan in the Kalahari desert outside Upington, a 20 km by 1.1 km strip has been 

prepared for the record attempt – this took about seven years to get ready and involved 300 workers 

clearing 1600 tonnes of stone.  Green thinks that the firm, dry mud surface should offer some grip to 

the entirely metal wheels. He stated that he believes the straight line strip will additionally provide 

employment and business opportunities as several film crews have asked to use the track. 

In an interview with Martin Roper, the operations director for Bloodhound LSR UK, he said that 2-3 

months of heavy man power was still needed on the track. “Areas need grading, there is a lot of 

stones and there are big rocks in particular areas,” Roper told defenceWeb. 

Moving a military jet engine and rocket requires military approval as well as special permission due to 

them being controlled items regulated by the National Conventional Arms Control Committee 

(NCACC). However, Green said that both the UK and South African government are fully behind the 

project. The jet engine will come into the country as a temporary import and along with the engine, 

other military grade items such as the parachute and tank for rocket fuel, need to be declared. Once 

South African customs assess the items, a license may be issued accordingly. Roper described the 

process as “time consuming” but said the Bloodhound Land Speed Record project has great 

contractors and that the project is coming along on schedule. 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/joint/science-a-defence-technology/bloodhound-car-needs-to-get-
through-south-african-customs-before-breaking-speed-records/ 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/joint/science-a-defence-technology/bloodhound-car-needs-to-get-through-south-african-customs-before-breaking-speed-records/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/joint/science-a-defence-technology/bloodhound-car-needs-to-get-through-south-african-customs-before-breaking-speed-records/
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Coverage Report – August 2019 

 
 
 

Upcoming Media Opportunities: 

1. The East African newspaper – feature article on the electrification of flight 

2. Kenyan Wall Street – article on Africa’s aviation industry, interviewed Philip Atkins 

3. STEM Ambassador: Frida Nzaba, RR Engineer – Event in Nairobi 28th Sept  

4. Daily Maverick (South Africa) – Interview request (Ryan Goodnight) 

5. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - TBC 

6. SAA – A350XWB orders – Media Trip to Toulouse – on hold 

7. AASA AGA – October  

8. AFRAA AGA – November – special panel on the role of communication in the industry  

 

Rolls-Royce Coverage 

Contents: 

1. Egyptair’s First flight with SAF 

2. Part 2 – World AirNews Interview with Ryan Goodnight 

3. Air Namibia 

4. Wideroe Joint zero emissions research programme  

5. World AirNews - Nick Fadugba, chairman of African Business Aviation Association 

Interview  
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1.  Egyptair’s First flight with SAF 
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2.  Part 2 – World AirNews Interview with Ryan Goodnight 
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3.  Air Namibia 
 

 

WestAir challenges Air Namibia on alleged predatory pricing 

Air Namibia Embraer ERJ 135 Tails© Air 
Namibia 

31.07.2019 - 10:21 UTC 

As it struggles against growing competition from domestic carriers as well as international airlines 
flying into Windhoek Int'l, Air Namibia is also embroiled in a series of legal cases, The Patriot has 
reported. 
 
These include a long-running attempt by the estate of defunct Belgian carrier Challengair, which has 
relentlessly pursued Air Namibia for a court-awarded claim of EUR25 million euro (USD29 million); 
debts incurred in the March to May period over four E135s leased from Namibia's Westair Aviation; a 
NAD500 million dollar (USD35.2 million) ground handling debt with Namibia Airports Company; 
and Rolls-Royce reportedly threatening to repossess its aircraft engines within days unless NAD83 
million dollars (USD5.84 million) outstanding payment is made. 
 
To add to its woes, in July, Westair has successfully challenged what it has called a predatory pricing 
model used by the flag carrier to keep competitors out of the market, filing an affidavit to challenge 
the pricing model. Air Namibia relented and readjusted its prices, a source involved in the country's 
aviation sector told The Patriot. Westair has since warned Air Namibia that it would file further sworn 
statements against it if it cuts its fares again. 

“Westair filed an affidavit in the High Court and served Air Namibia with papers through a legal firm. 
And all of a sudden, within a week, Air Namibia changed the rules of its business, which is the 
predatory pricing component, which they had refused to do for the last 20 years,” the source said. 

Airlink (South Africa) has reportedly been considering making its own legal claim against Air Namibia 
of between NAD100 million and NAD150 million dollars (USD7 to 10.5 million) over the alleged 
predatory pricing tactics. Last year, the Namibian Competition Commission (NCC) tentatively ruled 
that the national carrier had been undercutting competitors on its trunk Windhoek-Cape Town route, 
The Namibian reported at the time. 
 
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/80242-westair-challenges-air-namibia-on-alleged-
predatory-pricing 
 
 

https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/80242-westair-challenges-air-namibia-on-alleged-predatory-pricing
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/80242-westair-challenges-air-namibia-on-alleged-predatory-pricing
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/airports/3062
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/airline/SW
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/airline/CHA
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/aircraft/data/ER3
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/airline/WAN
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/entity/RORO
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/airline/LNK
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/airports/5449
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/80242-westair-challenges-air-namibia-on-alleged-predatory-pricing
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/80242-westair-challenges-air-namibia-on-alleged-predatory-pricing
https://www.ch-aviation.com/portal/news/80242-westair-challenges-air-namibia-on-alleged-predatory-pricing
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2. Wideroe Joint zero emissions research programme 
 

 
 

Rolls-Royce And Norwegian Airline Widerøe Launch Joint 
Research Programme On Zero-Emissions Aviation 
29TH AUGUST 2019 
 
Leading industrial technology company Rolls-Royce and Widerøe, the largest regional airline 
in Scandinavia, have launched a joint research programme on zero-emissions aviation. The 
programme is part of the airline´s ambition to replace and electrify its regional fleet of 30+ 
planes by 2030. The news was announced at a Clean Aerospace event at the British Embassy 
in Oslo, Norway.  
 
The aim of the programme is to develop an electrical aircraft concept, not only to fulfil the 
Norwegian ambition of zero-emissions by 2030, but also to replace Widerøe’s legacy fleet of 
regional aircraft world-wide. Rolls-Royce will use its in-depth electrical and systems design 
expertise to help advise on all elements of the project. The initial phase, which involves 
operational studies and concept proofing, is already underway, with expert teams in Norway 
and the UK working closely together on a daily basis. 
 
The Norwegian Government has announced ambitious goals for the aviation industry, aiming 
for emission-free domestic aviation by 2040. Widerøe’s research is being supported both by 
the Norwegian Government and Innovation Norway, and the Minister of Climate and 
Environment, Ola Elvestuen, who has on several occasions put forward the suitability of the 
Norwegian STOL network as a test bench for the development of zero-emissions aircrafts. 
 
One of his public statements says, “Our major short runway network of local flights in the 
coastal and northern parts of the country is ideal for electrification, and our abundant access 
to clean electricity means this is an opportunity we cannot miss. We are determined to show 
the world that this is possible, and many will be surprised at how fast it will happen.” 
 
Widerøe management have been travelling the world to partner with suppliers that can build 
the zero-emission aircraft they need to replace their Dash8 fleet.  
 
“We are aiming to have emission-free commercial flights in the air by 2030. Partnering with 
Rolls-Royce for this research programme puts us one step closer to reaching that goal,” said 
Andreas Aks, Chief Strategy Officer, Widerøe.  
 
Alan Newby, Director, Aerospace Technology & Future Programmes at Rolls-Royce added, 
“We’re delighted to be part of this electrical aircraft research programme and applaud the 
high level of ambition that Norway is adopting toward zero-emissions aviation.  Rolls-Royce 
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has a long-standing history of pioneering innovation, from powering early flight to building 
the world’s most efficient aero engine flying today, the Trent XWB; we relish the opportunity 
to solve complex problems that matter.  
 
“Now more than ever, we acknowledge that society’s greatest technological challenge is the 
need for lower carbon power and we have a crucial role to play in creating cleaner, more 
sustainable and scalable power for the future. This includes the electrification of flight, in 
addition to increasing the fuel efficiency of our gas turbines and encouraging the 
development of sustainable aviation fuels.   
 
“This project will further build on our global electrical capability, which was recently boosted 
by the acquisition of Siemens eAircraft business and complements the electrical work we are 
principally doing in the UK and Germany, whilst building on the knowledge gained through 
the ATI supported E-Fan X programme. 
 
We’re excited by the depth of skills and expertise that we are bringing together with 
Widerøeand Innovation Norway on this journey towards the third era of aviation, bringing 
cleaner and quieter air transport to the skies.” 
 
Rolls-Royce already has a high-tech electrical research facility based in the Norwegian city of 
Trondheim, employing a group of people dedicated to finding solutions for emission-free 
aviation, who are taking part in this initiative.  
 
“Britain and Norway share a long history of successful partnerships. Our facility in Norway 
enables us not only to be present in Scandinavia, a region known for being early adopters of 
low-emission technology, but also to leverage Norwegian competence in high power 
electrification from the Marine sector, which will undoubtedly be a critical component in 
helping us to achieve our goals,” said Sigurd Øvrebø, Managing Director at Rolls-Royce 
Electrical Norway.  
 
The joint programme has received support from Innovation Norway, the governmental 
innovation support fund and is expected to last for 2 years. 
 
“The development of electric aviation looks promising, but we need to progress faster. We 
are therefore pleased to have the world’s most renowned engine manufacturer onboard with 
us on this pioneering green journey” said Andreas Aks, Chief Strategy Officer at Widerøe. 
 
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-and-norwegian-airline-widere-launch-joint-
research-programme-on-zero-emissions-aviation-2019-08-29/rep_id:4136 
 
 
 
 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-and-norwegian-airline-widere-launch-joint-research-programme-on-zero-emissions-aviation-2019-08-29/rep_id:4136
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-and-norwegian-airline-widere-launch-joint-research-programme-on-zero-emissions-aviation-2019-08-29/rep_id:4136
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Rolls-Royce and Widerøe Launch Joint Research 
Programme on Zero-emissions Aviation 
ByAviation Tribune 

Posted on August 29, 2019 

Rolls-Royce and Widerøe have launched a joint research programme on zero-emissions 
aviation. 
 
The programme is part of the airline´s ambition to replace and electrify its regional fleet of 
30+ planes by 2030. The news was announced at a Clean Aerospace event at the British 
Embassy in Oslo, Norway.  
 
The aim of the programme is to develop an electrical aircraft concept, not only to fulfil the 
Norwegian ambition of zero-emissions by 2030, but also to replace Widerøe’s legacy fleet of 
regional aircraft world-wide. 
 
Rolls-Royce will use its in-depth electrical and systems design expertise to help advise on all 
elements of the project. 
 
The initial phase, which involves operational studies and concept proofing, is already 
underway, with expert teams in Norway and the UK working closely together on a daily basis. 
 
The Norwegian Government has announced ambitious goals for the aviation industry, aiming 
for emission-free domestic aviation by 2040. 
 
Widerøe’s research is being supported both by the Norwegian Government and Innovation 
Norway, and the Minister of Climate and Environment, Ola Elvestuen, who has on several 
occasions put forward the suitability of the Norwegian STOL network as a test bench for the 
development of zero-emissions aircraft. One of his public statements says: “Our major short 
runway network of local flights in the coastal and northern parts of the country is ideal for 
electrification, and our abundant access to clean electricity means this is an opportunity we 
cannot miss. We are determined to show the world that this is possible, and many will be 
surprised at how fast it will happen.”  
 
Widerøe management have been travelling the world to partner with suppliers that can build 
the zero-emission aircraft they need to replace their Dash8 fleet.  
 
“We are aiming to have emission-free commercial flights in the air by 2030. Partnering with 
Rolls-Royce for this research programme puts us one step closer to reaching that goal,” said 
Andreas Aks, Chief Strategy Officer, Widerøe.  

http://aviationtribune.com/author/admin/
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Alan Newby, Director, Aerospace Technology & Future Programmes at Rolls-Royce added: 
“We’re delighted to be part of this electrical aircraft research programme and applaud the 
high level of ambition that Norway is adopting toward zero-emissions aviation.  Rolls-Royce 
has a long-standing history of pioneering innovation, from powering early flight to building 
the world’s most efficient aero engine flying today, the Trent XWB; we relish the opportunity 
to solve complex problems that matter.  
 
“Now more than ever, we acknowledge that society’s greatest technological challenge is the 
need for lower carbon power and we have a crucial role to play in creating cleaner, more 
sustainable and scalable power for the future. This includes the electrification of flight, in 
addition to increasing the fuel efficiency of our gas turbines and encouraging the 
development of sustainable aviation fuels.   
 
“This project will further build on our global electrical capability, which was recently boosted 
by the acquisition of Siemens eAircraft business and complements the electrical work we are 
principally doing in the UK and Germany, whilst building on the knowledge gained through 
the ATI supported E-Fan X programme. We’re excited by the depth of skills and expertise that 
we are bringing together with Widerøe and Innovation Norway on this journey towards the 
third era of aviation, bringing cleaner and quieter air transport to the skies.” 
 
Rolls-Royce already has a high-tech electrical research facility based in the Norwegian city of 
Trondheim, employing a group of people dedicated to finding solutions for emission-free 
aviation, who are taking part in this initiative.  
 
“Britain and Norway share a long history of successful partnerships. Our facility in Norway 
enables us not only to be present in Scandinavia, a region known for being early adopters of 
low-emission technology, but also to leverage Norwegian competence in high power 
electrification from the Marine sector, which will undoubtedly be a critical component in 
helping us to achieve our goals,” said Sigurd Øvrebø, Managing Director at Rolls-Royce 
Electrical Norway.  
 
The joint programme has received support from Innovation Norway, the governmental 
innovation support fund and is expected to last for 2 years. 
 
“The development of electric aviation looks promising, but we need to progress faster. We 
are therefore pleased to have the world’s most renowned engine manufacturer on board 
with us on this pioneering green journey” said Andreas Aks, Chief Strategy Officer at 
Widerøe. 
http://aviationtribune.com/airlines/europe/rolls-royce-and-wideroe-launch-joint-research-
programme-on-zero-emissions-aviation/ 
 
 
 
 

http://aviationtribune.com/airlines/europe/rolls-royce-and-wideroe-launch-joint-research-programme-on-zero-emissions-aviation/
http://aviationtribune.com/airlines/europe/rolls-royce-and-wideroe-launch-joint-research-programme-on-zero-emissions-aviation/
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2. Nick Fadugba, chairman of African Business Aviation Association Interview 
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Coverage Report – September 2019 

 
 
 

Upcoming Media Opportunities: 

1. The East African newspaper – feature article on the electrification of flight 

2. Bloodhound testing in South Africa – end Oct 

3. Daily Maverick (South Africa) – Interview request (Ryan Goodnight) 

4. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - TBC 

5. SAA – A350XWB orders – Media Trip to Toulouse – on hold 

6. AASA AGA – October  

7. AFRAA AGA – November – special panel on the role of communication in the industry  

 

Rolls-Royce Coverage 

Contents: 

1. Philip Atkins Interview with Kenyan Wall Street 

2. Electrification of Flight 

3. Emirates President -  Tim Clark press conference 

4. British Airways first A350-1000 

5. Rolls-Royce and Widerøe’s joint research project 

6. Rolls-Royce history  

7. Airbus Cyberattack 

8. Edu-cater STEM event held in Nairobi, Kenya 

 
 

 

 



 

2 | 
 

1.  Philip Atkins interview with Kenyan Wall Street 
 

 

Exclusive Interview: Philip Atkins, Vice President, 
Customers at Rolls-Royce 

 by Eric Jackson  September 13, 2019 in African News, Aviation, Editorial, Kenyan News 
 

 

Rolls-Royce doubles down on African Aviation market amid strong 
growth 
A Rolls-Royce powered aircraft takes off and lands every 16 seconds across the globe. 
That is an astonishing fact warranted by the continuous investment that Rolls-Royce 
channels into cutting edge research and development, innovative engine design, and 
ongoing engine monitoring and maintenance. 

Rolls-Royce’s family of turbofan engines, known as the Trent, power many wide-body 
aircrafts, such as the Airbus A330, A350, and A380 as well as the Boeing 777 and 787 
Dreamliner. 
 
Aviation in Africa has its challenges. Fuel is 35% more expensive on the continent than 
the global average. And, African Airlines, which are predominantly unprofitable and 
state-owned, have to compete not only with each other but also international airlines, 
wishing to connect with the world’s second-fastest-growing region. 

https://kenyanwallstreet.com/author/jayriq/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/exclusive-interview-philip-atkins-vice-president-customers-at-rolls-royce/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/category/african-news/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/category/aviation/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/category/editorial/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/category/kenyan-news/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Trent
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But these challenges have not held back the industry’s ambition. IATA projects 
that Africa’s aviation industry will grow 5% annually over the next 20 years. And, Rolls-
Royce forecasts a requirement of an additional 1,000 aircrafts to facilitate this growth. 
 

See Also: Aviation in Africa: 
Ready for Takeoff? 

Rolls-Royce has seen a steady 
increase in the number of 
African Airlines operating its 
Trent powered aircrafts. 2018 
alone saw them acquire three 
new customers: Air Tanzania, 
Air Senegal and Uganda 
Airlines bringing the total 
number of African airline 

customers to 20. Their flying hours have increased by over 50% in the last 5 years; 
that’s an 8% average increase YoY.  

It is, therefore, no doubt that the company has been doubling down on their 
investments across the region. The company now has two Vice Presidents for customers 
across the continent. Philip Atkins, who handles most of the customers north of the 
Equator and Ryan Goodnight, responsible for customers south of the Equator. 

On his recent visit to the continent, we caught up with Philip Atkins to discuss Rolls-
Royce’s increased confidence for the continent. 

Philip, just having recently taken up the position, is keen to reiterate the potential of the 
African Aviation space especially given the liberalization efforts being made with 
the Single African Air Transport Market(SAATM).  
 

We recognize IATA’s forecast of about 5% industry growth per year, but as 
the skies across Africa become liberalized and barriers to trade fall, I believe 
this percentage could potentially be even higher. Aviation will fuel the 
growth of both businesses and tourism across the continent. These are 
exciting times. 

As a result of our long-standing relationships and deep understanding, we 
can offer the right product and service for each of our unique African 
customers, whether they be airlines who have been around for decades or 
those who are just starting out. 

https://www.iata.org/pressroom/pr/Pages/2018-10-24-02.aspx
https://au.int/sites/default/files/newsevents/workingdocuments/33100-wd-6a-brochure_on_single_african_air_transport_market_english.pdf
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Air Transport is very critical for Africa’s economic growth, given that trade and tourism 
are some of the most significant contributors to GDP for most countries. Greater 
interconnectivity across the continent will drive the need for more aircrafts especially 
the wide-body aircrafts. 

 

Today, Rolls-Royce powers 
over 60 wide-body aircrafts 
in Africa, delivering on 
average, an additional 10 
wide-body aircrafts each 
year. This year, however, 
they are due to deliver 14 
wide-body aircrafts; 
underlining the growing 
demand. 

Furthermore, Rolls-Royce offers all its African operators maintenance solutions for their 
engines that can include spare engines. This package, called TotalCare, allows Rolls-
Royce to manage all the technical and financial risks associated with its engines for a 
fixed monthly payment plan. This enables the airlines to plan and budget consistently 
for all their engine running costs. 
 
You can listen to a transcript of our exclusive interview below.  

 

 

 

https://kenyanwallstreet.com/exclusive-interview-philip-atkins-vice-president-customers-at-
rolls-royce/ 

  

https://www.icao.int/Meetings/ican2018/Documents/Presentation%20by%20Mr.%20Kuuchi%20-%20IATA.pdf
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/exclusive-interview-philip-atkins-vice-president-customers-at-rolls-royce/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/exclusive-interview-philip-atkins-vice-president-customers-at-rolls-royce/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/exclusive-interview-philip-atkins-vice-president-customers-at-rolls-royce/
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Aviation in Africa: Ready for Takeoff? 

 by Eric Jackson  September 9, 2019 in African News, Aviation 

Africa accounts for only about 2.2% of world air transport. If you compare this with the 
fact that Africa accounts for about 12% of the world’s population and growing and 
about 15% of the total world mass, you get the feeling that the Aviation industry has 
only one way to go, up. 

The International Air Transport Association (IATA) predicts that the industry will grow 
in Africa by 5.1% over the next 20 years, reaching a total market size of over 300m 
passengers annually. This signals huge opportunities not only for carriers but also for 
service providers. 

Liberalization efforts 
Historically, the industry has been faced with multiple challenges ranging from lack of 
or poor infrastructure, disruption of operations, mismanagement of airline companies, 
poor policy and regulatory frameworks and high taxation. 

The implementation of the 1999 Yamoussoukro Declaration–a multilateral agreement 
to liberalize Africa’s airways helped improve connectivity across Africa for both 
international and domestic flights. 

More recently, the Single African Air Transport Market (SAATM), which is part of the 
larger Africa Agenda 2063, seeks to even take this further by creating an open skies 
framework in Africa where the players can operate with unified policing and regulatory 
environments. 

Benefits of Open Skies across Africa 
Air transport across Africa can greatly impact trade by opening up and connecting 
markets. This will enable organisations to tap into global supply chains. Furthermore, 
this will help in speeding fresh produce like tea, coffee, fruits, flowers from agricultural 
communities to the global markets. 

https://kenyanwallstreet.com/author/jayriq/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/aviation-in-africa-ready-for-takeoff/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/category/african-news/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/category/aviation/
https://au.int/sites/default/files/newsevents/workingdocuments/33100-wd-6a-brochure_on_single_african_air_transport_market_english.pdf
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Tourism is also the other sector that is highly dependent on air transport. According to 
ICAO, Aviation provides over 6.8 million jobs and supports more than $46 billion of GDP 
to the Tourism sector in Africa. 

Enhancing air connectivity also helps raise productivity through investment and 
innovation. This opens up the continent to global companies looking to expand their 
operations. The increased movement of people also spurs innovation. 

Preparing for growth 
With the higher connectivity and more frequency of flight within Africa comes the need 
for more aircrafts. Airbus’ Global Market Forecast estimates that over 1,000 new 
aircraft will be needed over the next 20 years, and specifically, 300 of these will need to 
be wide-body. 

If you consider the fact that fuel across Africa is on average 20% more expensive than 
anywhere else on the planet, this raises another problem where the airlines need not 
only new aircraft but also more efficient engines. 

Companies like Rolls-Royce, makers of the famed Trent Family of engines, have seen a 
major uptake of their engine powered aircrafts by African operators. Air Uganda 
recently made orders for 2 Airbus A330neo aircrafts which are powered by the Rolls-
Royce TRENT 7000 engine. Air Mauritius has already received its first of six Airbus 
A350, which is exclusively powered by, the Rolls-Royce Trent XWB, widely considered 
the most successful aircraft engine. 
As more countries race to revitalize their national airlines, and expand their routes 
beyond their borders, there is growing optimism that the industry is indeed finally 
ready to take off and soar. And the SAATM, which aims to have 40 countries signed up 
by end 2019, will surely accelerate this growth. 
 

https://kenyanwallstreet.com/aviation-in-africa-ready-for-takeoff/ 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rolls-Royce_Trent
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/africa/au-aims-have-least-40-member-states-join-saatm-end-2019
https://www.newtimes.co.rw/africa/au-aims-have-least-40-member-states-join-saatm-end-2019
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/aviation-in-africa-ready-for-takeoff/
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2.  Electrification of Flight 
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3.  Emirates President -  Tim Clark press conference 
 

 

Emirates President Tim Clark delivered a broadside against 
Airbus SE and Boeing Co. as well as their biggest engine 
suppliers, saying he’s no longer prepared to take delivery of 
aircraft that don’t meet specifications. 
The veteran airline executive, who oversees the world’s largest international 
carrier, said he’s run out of patience with glitches that have held up new 
models or forced costly groundings for emergency repairs. He likened the 
nuisance to purchasing a new luxury car, only to have the dealer warn that 
the engine will need changing after three months. 
 
“That’s not going to happen any more,” Clark said at a briefing Wednesday 
in London. “When they’re ready to give us what they’re contracted to do 
then we will have an assessment of the number and type of aircraft that are 
going to be used.” 
 
Delivered from one of the most respected executives in the aviation world, 
it’s a stern message that threatens to have repercussions across the 
industry. At stake are orders for more than 250 wide-body jets, which Clark 
said Emirates won’t take without a cast-iron guarantee of trouble-free 
performance. 
 
Boeing rose less than 1% to $356.58 at 2:46 p.m. in New York. Airbus 
advanced 1.3% to 126.20 euros at the close in Paris. 
 
Rolls-Royce, GE 
Both Airbus and Boeing have suffered performance setbacks with their 
aircraft, and Clark said he can’t be sure about the reliability of the Rolls-
Royce Holdings Plc engines that power the planes, or that the U.K. 
company has resolved issues with a turbine it supplies for the Boeing 787 
Dreamliner, of which Emirates has 40 on order. 
 
Clark’s warning comes against the background of a fleet review triggered by 
a deteriorating global economy and the looming demise of Airbus’s A380 
superjumbo, around which Emirates had previously built its business. 
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It also serves notice to Airbus and Boeing, which enjoy a duopoly in the 
market for the biggest globe-spanning jets, that they have no chance of 
gaining final agreement for the slew of contracts by the time of November’s 
Dubai Air Show without a major shift in commitments. Emirates 
announced a $21 billion deal for 30 A350-900s and 40 A330-900neos 
earlier this year, though the order has yet to be signed off. 
 
At the same time, Clark said, it’s also impossible to know when the 777X 
will enter service after Boeing pushed back the first flight to 2020 and said 
deliveries may be delayed amid problems with its General Electric Co.-
made turbines. Emirates is the launch customer for the plane, with 150 
orders. 
 
Let Down 
Clark insisted that Emirates hasn’t over-ordered on jets and said it has 
always honored its obligations, despite being consistently let down, citing 
under-performing Rolls-Royce engines on the A380. He said the issue has 
become more acute given punitive damages being levied under consumer-
protection laws, even taking into account compensation from planemakers. 
 
The timing may be right for Clark to turn to hardball. In an interview, he 
said he’s seeing “signs of diminishing demand,” and growth falling amid 
trade tensions and political upheaval. Hong Kong, for example, has seen the 
so-called seat factor drop by 10 percentage points in the wake of weeks of 
continued protest, he said, with freight demand also “greatly affected” by 
the upheaval. 
 
“We’re not in a good place at the moment, but we’ll deal with it,” Clark said. 
“At the moment, I don’t see any green shoots,” and bottoming out might 
take 3 to 5 years, he said. 
 
Even before global demand took a turn for the worse, Clark, who is a British 
knight, had initiated the fleet review, partly driven by end of the A380. 
With Airbus closing production after the final run of planes is built, 
Emirates will retire the double-decker in the next 10 to 15 years and “look at 
the range of alternatives to maintain the structure of network,” Clark said. 
 
The review signals shifting priorities for Emirates, which turned itself into 
the world’s largest international carrier by deploying the superjumbo and 
original 777 to funnel global travelers through Dubai. 
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Clark, the plan’s architect during 16 years in charge, has acknowledged that 
the very biggest jets may be nearing the limits of expansion at the airline 
and that some cities may be better served with a different fleet makeup. 
 
Emirates is mulling its fleet profile as part of a wider strategy study begun 
in February. The Gulf carrier slashed its order for the A380, for which it’s 
by far the biggest customer, by 39 planes to 123 after reaching an impasse 
with Rolls on the price and fuel efficiency of the latest batch of aircraft. 
Clark said he wants to take the remaining eight or nine jets, though that’s 
contingent on reaching a final agreement on the other Airbus planes. 
 
The carrier has meanwhile retired two superjumbos and begun removing 
landing gear for use on newer planes. Clark said that with no second-hand 
market for the A380 both aircraft may be dismantled for further 
components. 
 
Clark, 69, told journalists he still enjoys running Emirates, describing it as 
a favorite hobby and akin to playing three-dimensional chess. Two possible 
contenders to succeed him, Christoph Mueller and Thierry Antinori, 
recently left the airline, and Clark said the appointment of an Emirati as 
president, though not a question for him, is a possibility and would be “a 
good thing.” The carrier now has U.A.E. nationals at senior levels, including 
Chief Commercial Officer Adnan Kazim and Chief Operating Officer Adel Al 
Redha. 

 
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-09-04-irked-emirates-boss-tells-airbus-boeing-to-
raise-their-game/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-09-04-irked-emirates-boss-tells-airbus-boeing-to-raise-their-game/
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2019-09-04-irked-emirates-boss-tells-airbus-boeing-to-raise-their-game/
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4. British Airways first A350-1000 
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5. Rolls-Royce and Widerøe’s joint research project 
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6. Rolls-Royce history  
 

 

The Rolls-Royce that once delivered milk before restoration 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2019 22:00 
 

The Rolls-Royce marque is undoubtedly the 
consummate symbol of British engineering 
excellence and luxury throughout the world. The 
company grew from the electrical and 
mechanical business established by Henry Royce 
in 1884. Royce built his first car in 1904 and in 
May of that year, met Charles Rolls whose 
company sold quality cars in London. 

Charles Rolls was an Eton and Cambridge-educated son of the First Baron Llangattock and 
possessed not inconsiderable means as well as an acumen for marketing. An agreement was 
reached that Royce Ltd would manufacture a range of cars to be sold exclusively by CS Rolls 
& Co that were to bear the name Rolls-Royce. 

Rolls-Royce Ltd was formed in 1906 and moved to Derby in 1908. Royce designed cars to a 
high standard and insisted that high standards be maintained by his employees, instituting a 
system of quality control. 

Rolls was an amateur pilot (this could explain the company’s involvement in aero engines 
later) and broke several records. Tragically, he died in a plane crash in 1910. 

The six-cylinder Silver Ghost (1906-1925) was responsible for the company’s early 
reputation and 6,173 cars were built. Within a year of production, the Silver Ghost was 
proclaimed by pundits to be the “best car in the world”. To meet demand in the United States, 
a second factory was built in Springfield, Massachusetts in 1921 where a further 1,701 
“Springfield Ghosts” were built. Until 1959, Rolls-Royce only built the rolling chassis and 
engines while the coachwork was contracted to specialist coach-builders ensuring a very high 
standard of workmanship. 

At the beginning of World War I, Royce designed his first aero engine, the Eagle, in response 
to the nation’s needs. In the course of the war, Rolls-Royce engines powered more than half 
of Allied airpower. By the late 1920s, aero engines made up most of Rolls-Royce business. 
Today, Rolls Royce aero engines continue to be highly regarded in the aviation industry. 

This week I had the good fortune to visit John Wroe as he was putting the final touches on his 
magnificently restored 1934 Rolls-Royce 20/25. The car was a limousine built by coach-
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builders Thrupp and Maberly and sold to Roots Ltd of Piccadilly on April 20, 1934. It was 
sold to F. Wallis (no relation to that other Wallis) on November 2 of the same year. 

The car was first registered in Kenya in May 1954 under the ownership of A.P. Warren-Gash 
and in July of the same year it was sold to R.V. Holme. 

In July 1960, it was acquired by Waverly Estate Ltd under Robert (Bobby) H.D. Colt of 
Kiambu. By this time the body had deteriorated and was discarded. The car was then fitted 
with a flat-bed body and used to deliver milk in the Kiambu area. I am sure this must have 
caused Henry Rolls to turn in his grave several times! 

The car was laid up after a while until 1985 when “Bobby” had a boat tail body made from 
original drawings sourced from the UK. The work was never finished as “Bobby” fell out 
with the restorer and the car was once again put up on blocks until 2000 when John Wroe 
acquired it. 

Over the next eight years, the car was extensively restored with new tyres, a stainless-steel 
windscreen, speedometer, new upholstery and resprayed. It was entered in the Concours de 
Elegance of 2008. 

Last year the car won the outright prize and first in class. It has been entered in this year’s 
CBA Africa Concours de Elegance to be held on Sunday and John Wroe is hopeful of a good 
result. This is the eighth straight year that Commercial Bank of Africa have sponsored the 
event. 

The Concours de Elegance was started in 1970 by the Alfa Romeo Owners Club, with the 
first event being held at the Spread Eagle Hotel (today’s Safari Park Hotel) in Kasarani 
exclusively as a “beauty contest” for Alfa Romeo cars. In 1980, it was open to other makes 
and the venue was moved to the Embakasi Motor Racing Track. The event was expanded in 
1984 to include motorcycles and I recall entering my Yamaha RD 400G that year. 

In 1988, the venue was changed to the Nairobi Racecourse on Ngong Road after the user for 
Embakasi Track was converted from recreational to commercial to make way for the 
expansion of the Industrial Area. By this time the event had grown to include stands for the 
motor trade where they could display their latest offerings, sale of classic cars and 
motorcycles and a variety of entertainment for children and adults. 

Over the years the event has attracted entries from as far as Australia, Argentina, South 
Africa and nearer home, our brothers from Uganda who have become a regular feature in the 
programme. The event has been recognised and sanctioned by FIM Africa since 2006. 

The international status of the Concours has brought visitors to Kenya and has helped to 
showcase the country as a holiday destination. The Kenya Tourist Board uses DVDs of the 
Concours TV programme as promotional material for sports tourism and visits to Kenya by 
special interest groups. From an exclusive members-only event, the Concours has grown in 
stature to include an eclectic mix of participants attracting a wide cross section of over 10,000 
spectators annually. 
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7. Airbus Cyberattack 
 

 
 

Airbus hit by series of cyberattacks on suppliers 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 26 2019 
 
By AFP 
 
European aerospace giant Airbus has been hit by a series of attacks by hackers who 

targeted its suppliers in their search for commercial secrets, security sources told 

AFP, adding they suspected a China link. 

There have been four major attacks on Airbus in the last 12 months, according to two 

security sources involved in investigating the hacking. 

The group has long been considered a tempting target because of the cutting-edge 

technologies that have made it one of the world's biggest commercial plane 

manufacturers, as well as a strategic military supplier. 

In January, it admitted to a security incident that "resulted in unauthorised access to 

data", but people with knowledge of the attacks outlined a concerted and far bigger 

operation over the last year. 

Hackers targeted British engine-maker Rolls-Royce and the French technology 

consultancy and supplier Expleo, as well as two other French contractors working for 

Airbus that AFP was unable to identify. 
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9. Edu-cater STEM event held in Nairobi, Kenya 
 

 

Edu-Cater Africa to Celebrate Current Innovations in 
Kenya on Saturday 28th September 
Edu-Cater Africa is holding their inaugural event on Saturday 28th September to 
celebrate today’s innovations in Kenya. The event, which will be held at iHub, will focus 
on celebrating and showcasing innovations, networking sessions and team activities for 
attendees. 

Edu-cater hopes to showcase the innovations to young people with a view to inspire 
more of them into Science, Technology, Engineering & Maths (STEM) courses. The event 
will therefore be graced by about 35 – 40 students from Kianda School, Starehe Girls 
School and Starehe Boys Secondary School. 

Some of the speakers at the event will be Darren Williams of The Welding Institute 
(TWI), Anne Nderitu – Founder of the Girl’s Boardroom, Mary Muriuki – Dean School of 
Pure and Applied Sciences at Mount Kenya University, Maureen Kahonge of African 
Airlines Association (AFRAA) and Beth Koigi of Majik Water. 

The event has been organized by Edu-Cater Africa in collaboration with Rolls-Royce, 
Ilesha Charitable Trust, The Institution of Engineering & Technology and The Welding 
Institute. 
 

https://kenyanwallstreet.com/edu-cater-africa-to-celebrate-current-innovations-in-kenya-on-
saturday-28th-september/ 

 
 

 

https://www.rolls-royce.com/
https://www.twi-global.com/
https://www.twi-global.com/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/edu-cater-africa-to-celebrate-current-innovations-in-kenya-on-saturday-28th-september/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/edu-cater-africa-to-celebrate-current-innovations-in-kenya-on-saturday-28th-september/
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Coverage Report – October 2019 

 
 
 

Upcoming Media Opportunities: 

1. The East African newspaper – feature article on the electrification of flight 

2. SAA – A350XWB orders – Media Trip to Toulouse – End of November 

3. Bloodhound testing in South Africa – End of November 

4. Daily Maverick (South Africa) – Interview request (Ryan Goodnight) 

5. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - TBC 

6. AFRAA AGA – November  

 

Rolls-Royce Coverage 

Contents: 

1. Ethiopian Airlines Financial Results 

2. Air Tanzania’s 2nd Boeing 787  

3. EgyptAir’s Boeing 787 maiden New York flight  

4. Siemen’s acquisition 

5. Bloodhound 

6. Pearl Nacelle 

7. Air Austral Boeing 787 

8. Rolls-Royce Technical Publication enhancement 

9. A330neo order for Air Asia 

10. STEM & Training 
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1. Ethiopian Airlines Financial Results 
 

NOTEl:  The below article originally stated that Rolls-Royce powered the Boeing 737 Max.  
This was immediately picked up and after various difficult conversations with the Editors, they 
recognised their error.  The correction was made and, although I did not ask them, they 
removed our name as the engine manufacturer of the 787.  

 

The Indian Ocean Newsletter dated 18/10/2019 

Ethiopian Airlines short of currency and planes… 
The national airline is having to contend with a lack of aircraft and difficulties with the 
repatriation of its currency revenues in several countries. 

Ethiopian Airlines (EAL) has recently been hampered by the grounding of ten of its long and 
medium-haul carriers in the wake of the tragic crash of the Boeing 737 Max 8 and other 
problems with its Boeing Dreamliners . 

Following the crash, the national airline has been unable to operate four of its Boeing 737 
Maxs , which are mainly used for flights within Africa. The CEO of EAL, Tewolde 
Gebremariam, has also announced to his staff another problem with the Boeing 787s used 
for long-haul flights: an engine anomaly has come to light on six of its thirteen Boeing 787. 

According to our information, the airline is already in talks with the manufacturer in an 
attempt to identify as rapidly as possible the problems that have arisen with the engines 
fitted in its aircraft. Tewolde Gebremariam is concerned at the financial impact on EAL of the 
prolonged grounding of the planes in question. 

However, the national airline is also battling with other turbulence that is negatively affecting 
its balance sheet. In particular, it is struggling to repatriate the currency revenues that it has 
earned in a number of African countries, not least through Asky Airlines, the pan-African 
airline based in Togo that wants to replace the defunct airline Air Afrique, which is 40%-
owned by EAL. 

Eritrea, a new destination which opened up following the peace accord signed in 2018, is 
another country which is preventing EAL from repatriating its revenues - $8 million is 
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currently blocked in Asmara. The same applies in the case of Angola ($40 million), Sudan ($30 
million), Zimbabwe ($15 million), the Central African Republic, Ivory Coast and Congo. 

https://www.africaintelligence.com/ion/business-circles/2019/10/18/ethiopian-airlines-short-of-
currency-and-planes%E2%80%A6,108377833-art 

 

 

Ethiopian Airlines wins big in its 'most challenging 
year' 
Daniel Mumbere 
  11/10 - 14:03 

Ethiopian Airlines says this was ‘the most challenging year’ even as it posted impressive 
passenger and revenue figures over a difficult period for the aviation industry. 

“As you know the 2018-2019 was a very challenging year. In fact we believe that it was the 
toughest year in our history,” said the airline’s Chief Executive Officer, Tewolde Gebremariam. 

Tewolde said the March 10 crash of a scheduled flight from Ethiopia to Kenya, which claimed 
157 lives was the biggest challenged by the airline. 

In fact we believe that it was the toughest year in our history. 

“We lost our dear colleagues and valued customers and we still remember them in our daily 
lives. Managing the accident crisis was a challenge,” he said. 

Crash aftermath 

The crash raised questions on Boeing’s B737-MAX jetliners that were consequently grounded by 
Ethiopian Airlines, China and eventually the entire aviation world. 

Ethiopia’s own commitment to safety has come under scrutiny, with a report from a whistleblower 
accusing the airline of compromising safety in its quest for growth. 

“The brutal fact shall be exposed … Ethiopian Airlines is pursuing the vision of expansion, growth 
and profitability by compromising safety,” the airline’s former chief engineer, Yonas Yeshanew 
said. 

Yeshanew submitted his scathing report last month to the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration 
and other international air safety agencies. In this report, he also alleges that the airline went into 
the maintenance records of the ill-fated Boeing 737 Max a day after it crashed. 

https://www.africaintelligence.com/ion/business-circles/2019/10/18/ethiopian-airlines-short-of-currency-and-planes%E2%80%A6,108377833-art
https://www.africaintelligence.com/ion/business-circles/2019/10/18/ethiopian-airlines-short-of-currency-and-planes%E2%80%A6,108377833-art
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The airline has dismissed Yeshanew’s allegations as desperate attempts by a disgruntled 
employee who is taking advantage of circumstances to facilitate his quest for asylum in the 
United States. 

‘‘He is a disgruntled ex-employee who fabricated a false story about Ethiopian Airlines, partly to 
revenge for his demotion while working in Ethiopian, and partly to probably develop a case to 
secure asylum in the USA,” the airline said in an email to AP. 

“We would like to confirm once more that all his allegations are false and baseless.” 

Ethiopian is Africa’s biggest airline, and one of a few that have gone through rigorous safety tests 
to be granted access into European and North American airspaces. 

More challenges 

Ethiopian Airlines says its currently facing a shortage of aircrafts that can be attributed to the 
unfortunate events of the past year. At the time of the crash, the airline was operating 
5 MAX planes with 25 more on its order book. One was lost in the accident, while the other four 
have since been grounded. 

“We also have issues with the 787 aircraft powered by Rolls Royce engines. Although Rolls 
Royce is compensating us we are facing shortage of aircraft,” Tewolde said 

The CEO also explained that the airline was struggling to repatriate its funds from some African 
countries. 

“We have blocked funds in some African countries and we are losing money due to the currency 
fluctuations. We had discussions with the respective governments but we did not find any 
solution so far,” he said. 

Some of these countries are Angola, Zimbabwe, the Republic of Congo, Central African 
Republic, Sudan and Eritrea. 

The record 12.1 million passengers that flew with Ethiopian during the year to June, helped the 
airline offset an increase in fuel costs of about 25 percent. 

Impressive results 

Ethiopian Airlines still managed to post impressive results in its ‘most challenging year’, including 
a big rise in operating revenue and a surge in passenger numbers which helped to offset the 
impact of higher fuel costs. 

Below is a summary of preliminary results for the 2018-2019 fiscal year that ended in June 2019. 

• Operating revenue rose 17 percent in dollar terms ($4 billion) 
• Passenger numbers were up 14 percent (12.1 million passengers) 
• Operating profit of $260m, Net profit $189m 
• 432,000 tons of cargo transported. 
• Planes were three quarters full on average. 
• Airline offered 13% more seats per kilometre. 
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Milestones and awards 

In January, a new terminal was launched at Ethiopia’s Bole International Airport. With a a 
capacity of 22 million passengers, it became Africa’s biggest aviation hub. 

Skylight Hotel, a subsidiary of Ethiopian Airlines was also commissioned. 

Addis Ababa had also last year overtaken Dubai as the leading gateway to Africa, according to 
travel intelligence agency ForwardKeys. 

Ethiopian Airlines won the best economy class and business class options available in Africa at 
the 2019 Skytrax World Airline Awards. 

READ MORE: Ethiopian Airlines hailed as ‘African Champion of the Year’ 

What next? 

The airline’s management, determined to grow even further, has presented a 15-year growth 
strategy that dubbed Vision 2035 to its Board. 

Vision 2035 would make Ethiopian a $25 billion company with more than 200 aircraft by 2035. 
Ethiopian currently operates a young fleet of 121 flying to 125 destinations. 

Tewolde warned that an economic slowdown due to the U.S.-China trade war could affect 
demand this year. 

“The U.S. and China are our top markets and we are now seeing an impact on cargo services. 
The global cargo service has already showed a 7% decline and we expect the same trend… This 
is very concerning,” he told the television station on Tuesday. 

Tewolde told a local television station on Tuesday that the airline plans to buy 17 new passenger 
aircraft and launch flights to 11 new destinations. 

One of Ethiopian’s expansion strategies is by helping other African countries establish and 
manage their own carriers. 

Last week, it was reported that the airline was interested in supporting the struggling South 
African Airways which has not made a profit since 2011. 

If South Africa asked Ethiopian to buy a stake, “we would consider it,” Tewolde said, adding that 
they are also investing in new carriers planned for Ghana and Zambia. 

“We have recently signed a shareholders agreement with the Ghanaian government,” Tewolde 
said. “Hopefully it will be up and running in the next six months.” 

With such ambitious plans, the company seems determined to bounce back from its ‘most 
challenging year’ with even more impressive results. 

https://www.africanews.com/2019/10/11/ethiopian-airlines-wins-big-in-its-most-challenging-year// 

https://www.africanews.com/2019/03/26/ethiopian-airlines-hailed-as-african-champion-of-the-year/
https://www.africanews.com/2019/10/11/ethiopian-airlines-wins-big-in-its-most-challenging-year/
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260 million reasons to smile 
5 October 2019 

By Kaleyesus Bekele 

The fastest growing airline in Africa, Ethiopian Airlines, has earned an operating profit of 
USD 260 million in the 2018-2019 fiscal year that ended in June 2019. 

The national carrier generated USD four billion operating revenue and made a net profit of 
USD 189 million. Passenger number grew by 17 percent to 12.1 million, a record high 
number of passengers. Ethiopian Cargo transported 432,000 tons of cargo in the year under 
review.   

Ethiopian Airlines Group Chief Executive Officer Tewolde Gebremariam told The 
Reporter that the 2018-2019 fiscal year was the most challenging year in the history of the 
73-year-old airline. “As you know the 2018-2019 was a very challenging year. In fact we 
believe that it was the toughest year in our history,” Tewolde said. 

According to Tewolde, the tragic Boeing B737-8 MAX plane accident that claimed 157 lives 
in March was the biggest challenge the airline faced. “We lost our dear colleagues and valued 
customers and we still remember them in our daily lives. Managing the accident crisis was a 
challenge,” he said. 

In the aftermath of the tragic accident, Ethiopian was first airline that grounded its MAX 
fleet. The carrier placed repeated order for 30 B737-MAX jetliner and took delivery of five 
and 25 more on its order book when the accident occurred. 

The airline lost one B737-8 MAX aircraft in the accident and grounded the remaining four. 
Tewolde said the accident crisis was professionally handled adding that the vote of 
confidence the airline got from the traveling public was encouraging. “We also have issues 
with the 787 aircraft powered by Rolls Royce engines. Although Rolls Royce is 
compensating us we are facing shortage of aircraft,” Tewolde said. 

The global economic slow down triggered by the US China trade war, African countries debt 
stress, sudden surge in fuel price are some of the major challenges the airline faced. The price 
of jet fuel has jumped by 21 percent and this has increased our operating cost. “The decline in 
Ethiopia’s export has affected us but we moved our cargo planes to Europe and China 
routes,” he said.    

Ethiopian has been unable to repatriate its fund from many African countries. According to 
the CEO, the airline has faced challenges in repatriating its funds from countries like Angola, 
Zimbabwe, Congo Brazzaville, Central African Republic, Sudan and Eritrea. “We have 
blocked funds in some African countries and we are losing money due to the currency 
fluctuations. We had discussions with the respective governments but we did not find any 
solution so far,” he said. 

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/author/kaleyesus-bekele
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In a related news, the management of Ethiopian Airlines has presented a 15-year growth 
strategy that dubbed Vision 2035 to the Board of Directors chaired by Abadulla Gemeda, 
former speaker of the House of People’s Representatives. Tewolde said the growth strategy 
would scale up the growth of the airline. “It has not yet been approved by the Board so I 
better not go into details,” he said. 

Vision 2035 would make Ethiopian a USD 25 billion company with more than 200 aircraft 
by 2035. Ethiopian currently operates a young fleet of 121 aircraft with average age of five 
years to 125 destinations. 
https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/article/260-million-reasons-smile 

Similar reports :  https://centreforaviation.com/news/ethiopian-airlines-ceo-fy2019-the-toughest-
year-in-our-history-945688 

  

https://centreforaviation.com/news/ethiopian-airlines-ceo-fy2019-the-toughest-year-in-our-history-945688
https://centreforaviation.com/news/ethiopian-airlines-ceo-fy2019-the-toughest-year-in-our-history-945688
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2. Air Tanzania’s 2nd Boeing 787 
 

 

Air Tanzania Receives Second Boeing 787-8 
Dreamliner 
(Ecofin Agency) - Air Tanzania is expanding its long-haul fleet. The Tanzanian airline took delivery on 
Saturday, October 26, 2019, of its second Boeing 787-8. Dubbed "Rubondo Island", the aircraft 
registered 5H-TCJ can accommodate up to 266 passengers in configuration 22 seats in business class 
and 240 seats in economy class. It is equipped with Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 engines. 

With this acquisition, Air Tanzania now has two Dreamliner to consolidate its intercontinental 
network. The first was commissioned in July 2018. 

After the Mumbai (India) service opening in July 2019, Air Tanzania is now targeting Guangzhou in 
China. Dubai's services to the United Arab Emirates, Muscat in Oman, and London to the United 
Kingdom are also part of its Horizon 2022 strategy. 

Recall that the Tanzanian national carrier also expects the delivery of two Airbus A220-300, and a 
Dash 8-400 from 2020. It currently has a fleet of seven aircraft, including four Dash 8-400, two Airbus 
A220. 

At the continental level, Air Tanzania currently serves Uganda, Rwanda, Tanzania, Burundi, Zambia, 
Zimbabwe and Comoros. The line to Johannesburg opened on 28 June 2019 has been suspended 
indefinitely since 7 October. 

https://agenceecofin.com/transports/2810-70527-air-tanzania-receptionne-son-deuxieme-boeing-
787-8-dreamliner 

 
Air Tanzania Acquires 2nd Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner 
 October 29, 2019 

Air Tanzania Company Limited has acquired a second Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner. This is 
a step further to its plans of doubling the fleet to fourteen planes by 2022. 

Acquisition of the new Dreamliner thus brings the total number of brand new delivered 
planes in its fleet to seven. 

https://agenceecofin.com/transports/2810-70527-air-tanzania-receptionne-son-deuxieme-boeing-787-8-dreamliner
https://agenceecofin.com/transports/2810-70527-air-tanzania-receptionne-son-deuxieme-boeing-787-8-dreamliner
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/air-tanzania-acquires-2nd-boeing-787-8-dreamliner/
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The Boeing 787 Dreamliner is an American long-haul, mid-size wide-body, twin-
engine jet airliner manufactured by Boeing Commercial Airplanes. Its variants seat 242 
to 330 passengers in typical two-class seating configurations. It touched down at Julius 
Nyerere International Airport (JNIA) Terminal 1 in Dar es Salaam. 

Air Tanzania’s 787 are powered by new generation Rolls-Royce Trent 1000 TEN 
engines. 

See Also: Exclusive Interview: Philip Atkins, Vice President, Customers at Rolls-Royce 
 
According to the airline, plans are underway to double the size of its fleet to 14 aircraft 
by 2022. Itis also exploring new routes and code-sharing agreements with other 
airlines. 

In line with this vision, the Tanzania Government Flight Agency has recently signed a 
purchase contract with De Havilland. This will enable it to buy a 78-seater Bombardier 
Q400. 

According to Tanzanian transport ministry permanent secretary, Leonard Chamuriho, 
Air Tanzania currently holds just over 70% of the country’s domestic air travel market. 
However, there are plans to introduce flights to Guangzhou, China, by the end of this 
year. There will also be new routes to Nairobi, Lubumbashi and Kinshasa by June next 
year 

Air Tanzania’s existing fleet now includes two Boeing 787-8 Dreamliners, two Airbus 
A220-300 jets and three DHC Dash 8-400 aircraft, formerly known as the Bombardier 
Q400 turboprop. 

The airline currently operates on 10 domestic routes and provides regular flights to 
Harare (Zimbabwe), Bujumbura (Burundi), Entebbe (Uganda), and Moroni (Comoro 
Islands). 
 
Air Tanzania Company Limited is the flag carrier airline of Tanzania. It is based in Dar es 
Salaam with its hub at Julius Nyerere International Airport. It has been a member of 
the African Airlines Association since its inception. 

https://kenyanwallstreet.com/air-tanzania-acquires-2nd-boeing-787-8-dreamliner/ 

  

https://kenyanwallstreet.com/exclusive-interview-philip-atkins-vice-president-customers-at-rolls-royce/
https://www.airtanzania.co.tz/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/air-tanzania-acquires-2nd-boeing-787-8-dreamliner/


 

10 | 
 

3. EgyptAir’s Boeing 787 maiden New York flight 
 

 

EgyptAir Terminal in New York celebrates first flight 
on B787-9 Dreamliner 
October 28, 2019 

The EgyptAir Terminal at New York’s John F. Kennedy Airport celebrated the reception of the 
B787-9 Dreamliner’s first flight to New York from Cairo International Airport, by distributing 
gifts to the flight’s passengers of the flight. 

EgyptAir began direct flights from Cairo to New York on its B787-9 Dreamliner. 

Six B787-9 Dreamliner aircraft recently joined EgyptAir fleet. 

The plane’s 309 seats are split into 30 Super Diamond Full-flat Bed in the Business Class, and 
279 in the Economy Class. The aircraft has large windows with electronic blackout curtains 
that allow greater visibility of the aircraft’s perimeter. 

Passengers enjoy larger spaces compared to other planes. 

Seats can even turn into separated full beds that can be moved in three main positions 
including take-off and landing, eating and sleeping positions. 

EgyptAir contracted Boeing for the purchase of six B787-9 as part of the largest deal in 
EgyptAir’s history, dubbed the “deal of the century” by aviation experts as it includes the 
purchase of 45 new aircrafts of the latest worldwide models worth US$6 billion, such as six 
Boeing Dreamliner 787-9. 

The Dreamliner is capable of traveling between 14,800 to 15,700 km non-stop and has 20 
percent less fuel consumption than its counterparts in commercial aircraft. The Boeing 787 
Dreamliners are powered by Rolls Royce engines to fly over long distances. Its capacity ranges 
between 210 to 330 passengers. 

https://egyptindependent.com/egyptair-terminal-in-new-york-celebrates-first-flight-on-b787-9-
dreamliner/ 

  

https://egyptindependent.com/egyptair-terminal-in-new-york-celebrates-first-flight-on-b787-9-dreamliner/
https://egyptindependent.com/egyptair-terminal-in-new-york-celebrates-first-flight-on-b787-9-dreamliner/
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4. Siemen’s acquisition 
 

 
Rolls-Royce completes acquisition of German 
electrical aviation propulsion business 
BY: REBECCA CAMPBELL     2nd October 2019 Renowned UK industrial technology group ROLLS-

ROYCE announced on Tuesday that it had completed its purchase of Siemens’ eAircraft 
business. The deal was originally announced in June. eAircraft was the German 
electrification, automation and digitalisation group’s electric and hybrid-electric 
aerospace propulsion unit. 
 
“We are very pleased with the rapid execution of the necessary legal and procedural steps to 
complete this acquisition,” said Rolls-Royce electrical director Rob Watson. “We are 
welcoming our new colleagues into Rolls-Royce today and look forward to working with them 
to pioneer new technologies and solutions.” 

The British group sees this new acquisition as accelerating its plans to play a leading role in 
the development of electric and hybrid-electric propulsion systems for aviation – an advance 
that is being called the “third era” of aviation. “We are at the dawn of the ‘third era’  of 
aviation, which will bring a new class of quieter and cleaner air transport to the skies, and our 
new colleagues will add vital skills, expertise and new technology to our portfolio.” 

The former Siemens facilities are based in Germany and Hungary, and employ some 180 
electrical design and engineering specialists. The facilities and personnel will remain in their 
current locations. 

“The technology portfolio and skills we have acquired complement our existing 
developments in electrification, which include micro-grids and hybrid-electric trains as well as 
aerospace applications,” highlighted Rolls-Royce chief technology officer Paul Stein. The UK 
group’s new unit is focused on the development of a number of hybrid-electric and all-
electric aerospace propulsion systems. 

“Electrification is just one of the ways in which we are making aviation more sustainable,” he 
pointed out. “We are continuing to increase the fuel efficiency of our gas turbines; increasing 
the integration between airframe and engine; and encouraging the development of 
sustainable fuels.” 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/author.php?u_id=1187
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http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-completes-acquisition-of-german-electrical-
aviation-propulsion-business-2019-10-02/rep_id:4136 

 

Rolls-Royce strengthens position in race to develop 
electric aero-engines 
18TH OCTOBER 2019, BY: REBECCA CAMPBELL 

Renowned UK industrial technology group Rolls-Royce has completed its purchase 
of Siemens’ eAircraft business. The deal was originally announced in June. eAircraft 
was the German electrification, automation and digitalisation group’s electric and 
hybrid-electric aerospace propulsion unit.  

“We are very pleased with the rapid execution of the necessary legal and procedural 
steps to complete this acquisition,” said Rolls-Royce electrical director Rob Watson. 
“We are welcoming our new colleagues into Rolls-Royce today and look forward to 
working with them to pioneer new technologies and solutions.” 

The British group sees this new acquisition as accelerating its plans to play a leading role in 
the development of electric and hybrid-electric propulsion systems for aviation – an advance 
that is being called the ‘third era’ of aviation. “We are at the dawn of the ‘third era’ of 
aviation, which will bring a new class of quieter and cleaner air transport to the skies, and our 
new colleagues will add vital skills, expertise and new technology to our portfolio.” 

“The technology portfolio and skills we have acquired complement our existing 
developments in electrification, which include microgrids and hybrid-electric trains, as well as 
aerospace applications,” highlighted Rolls-Royce chief technology officer Paul Stein. The UK 
group’s new unit is focused on the development of a number of hybrid-electric and all-
electric aerospace propulsion systems. 

The former Siemens facilities are based in Germany and Hungary, and employ some 180 
electrical design and engineering specialists. The facilities and personnel will remain in their 
current locations. Rolls-Royce and the then eAircraft have been partners in the E-Fan X 
hybrid-electric aero-engine technology demonstrator programme (the other partner is 
Airbus). E-Fan X involves replacing one of the four turbofan engines on a BAE Systems 146 
regional jet airliner with a 2 MW electric motor, with the associated batteries and a generator 
fitted in the fuselage. The E-Fan X aircraft is scheduled to make its first flight in 2021. 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-completes-acquisition-of-german-electrical-aviation-propulsion-business-2019-10-02/rep_id:4136
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-completes-acquisition-of-german-electrical-aviation-propulsion-business-2019-10-02/rep_id:4136
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This is only one of the electric and hybrid-electric flight technology programmes that Rolls-
Royce is involved in. The group has already carried out successful ground tests on a hybrid-
electric propulsion system for smaller aircraft. These include general aviation (popularly 
called light) aircraft, hybrid helicopters and hybrid-electric vertical takeoff and landing 
vehicles. “These tests are part of one of the world’s most comprehensive hybrid aerospace 
turbine engine development and integration programmes, paving the way for experimental 
test flights in 2021,” highlighted the company in its press release. “We are also developing an 
all-electric demonstrator aircraft, as part of the ACCEL initiative that will attempt to break the 
world speed record for all-electric flight.” The aim is to produce an aircraft that will exceed 
480 km/h in flight. (ACCEL is partly funded by the UK government through the Aerospace 
Technology Institute; the other partners in the project are two other UK enterprises: electric 
controller and motor manufacturer Yasa and startup aviation company Electroflight.) 

At the end of August, Rolls-Royce initiated a joint research programme with the largest 
regional airline in Scandinavia, Norway’s Widerøe, for the development of zero-emissions 
aviation. The airline has the ambition of replacing and electrifying its regional airliner fleet of 
more than 30 aircraft by 2030. “The development of electric aviation looks promising, but we 
need to progress faster,” said Widerøe chief strategy officer Andreas Aks at the time of the 
announcement of the programme. “We are therefore pleased to have the world’s most 
renowned engine manufacturer on board with us on this pioneering green journey.” (Rolls-
Royce has an advanced electrical research facility in Trondheim, Norway.) 

“Electrification is just one of the ways in which we are making aviation more sustainable,” 
pointed out Stein. “We are continuing to increase the fuel efficiency of our gas turbines, 
increasing the integration between airframe and engine, and encouraging the development 
of sustainable fuels.” 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-strengthens-its-position-regarding-the-
development-of-electric-aero-engines-2019-10-18/searchString:Rolls-Royce 

 

Rolls-Royce completes acquisition of Siemen’s 
hybrid-electric aerospace propulsion business 
Posted 2 October 2019 ·   
 
Rolls-Royce has completed the acquisition of the electric and hybrid-electric aerospace 
propulsion activities of Siemens (formerly known as the eAircraft business), following a 
period of employee consultation. 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-strengthens-its-position-regarding-the-development-of-electric-aero-engines-2019-10-18/searchString:Rolls-Royce
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/rolls-royce-strengthens-its-position-regarding-the-development-of-electric-aero-engines-2019-10-18/searchString:Rolls-Royce
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The execution of the deal, announced in June this year, underlines the fit of these activities 
to our strategy to ‘champion electrification’ and will help accelerate our ambitions as we 
look to play a major role in the ‘third era’ of aviation. 

Rob Watson, director – Rolls-Royce Electrical, said: “We are very pleased with the rapid 
execution of the necessary legal and procedural steps to complete this acquisition. We are 
welcoming our new colleagues into Rolls-Royce today and look forward to working with 
them to pioneer new technologies and solutions.” 

“We are at the dawn of the ‘third era’ of aviation, which will bring a new class of quieter and 
cleaner air transport to the skies, and our new colleagues will add vital skills, expertise and 
new technology to our portfolio.” 

Paul Stein, Rolls-Royce chief technology officer, added: “The technology portfolio and skills 
that we have acquired complement our existing developments in electrification, which 
include micro-grids and hybrid electric trains as well as aerospace applications.” 
“Electrification is just one of the ways in which we are making aviation more sustainable. 
We are continuing to increase the fuel efficiency of our gas turbines; increasing the 
integration between airframe and engine; and encouraging the development of sustainable 
fuels.” 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-completes-acquisition-of-siemnen-s-hybrid-electric-
aerospace-propulsion-business.html 

  

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-completes-acquisition-of-siemnen-s-hybrid-electric-aerospace-propulsion-business.html
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-completes-acquisition-of-siemnen-s-hybrid-electric-aerospace-propulsion-business.html
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5. Bloodhound 

 

Bloodhound car lands in South Africa, gears up for 
high speed runs 
18TH OCTOBER 2019 

BY: IRMA VENTER ,CREAMER MEDIA SENIOR DEPUTY EDITOR 

The Bloodhound land-speed record (LSR) car has arrived safely at Hakskeenpan, in the 
Northern Cape, where it will stay for the next month as the team prepares for the car’s first 
high-speed test runs. 

The test runs are part of an effort to set a new world land-speed record. The current land-
speed record is 1 227.9 km/h, and is held by the Thrust supersonic car. 

This record was set in 1997 by a UK team led by Richard Noble and driven by Andy Green, 
who is also the Bloodhound LSR driver. 

With the car now in South Africa, the team’s first task was to re-assemble the vehicle, which 
travelled in a semi‑dismantled state from Luxembourg to Johannesburg by airfreight, before 
making the final 920 km journey to the desert on the back of an articulated truck. 

The car was transported on pneumatic tyres, which allowed it to be manoeuvred on tarmac. 
They also increased the effective damping of the car, further protecting the car and systems 
from any shocks during its travels. 

Unable to stand up to the extreme stresses of high speed driving, these tyres will be swapped 
for precision machined solid aluminium wheels ahead of launch. 

Once these narrower wheels, made specifically for desert testing, are fitted, engineers will be 
able to re-attach sections of carbon fibre composite bodywork to the front of the car, along 
with the nose section, which is vital for effective aerodynamics. 

The tail fin will also be fitted, completing the chassis and making the car ready for action. 

The 25-strong team who flew out with the car joined an advance party who have been 
working to set up the 50 m x 50 m desert technical camp on the edge of the Hakskeenpan. 
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As well as the Bloodhound car itself, it houses a temporary workshop, and also the precision 
tools needed to fine tune performance and to maintain the car, including a lathe, milling 
machine and welding equipment. 

The high-speed tests will see the Bloodhound LSR car blasting along the specially prepared 
Hakskeenpan desert racetrack for the very first time. 

The car will be unveiled on October 21, before it begins the high speed test programme, 
during which it will build speed gradually in 80 km/h increments, over a period of a month. 

The culmination of the four to five weeks of testing will see the car hit speeds of more than 
800 km/h. 

“After years of work to prepare the car, and following almost a decade of preparation of our 
desert track by the Northern Cape government, we’re delighted to finally be here,” says 
Bloodhound pilot Andy Green. 

“The next few weeks will allow us to test the car and train the team, ready for our assault on 
the outright world land-speed record next year.” 

Hakskeenpan 

The 16 km desert racetrack has been prepared by 317 members of the local Mier community, 
in a project funded by the Northern Cape government. 

They have moved 16 500 t of rock, by hand, from 22-million square metres of dry lakebed. 

“The section of the track we’ll use is 16 km by 250 m, with large safety areas on both sides,” 
explains Bloodhound CEO Ian Warhurst. 

“This allows us to lay out up to 25 individual tracks side by side, if we need them. 

“This is important as we can’t run over the same piece of ground twice, because the car will 
break up the baked mud surface as it passes. 

“We need multiple tracks so we can build speed slowly and safely – comparing real-world 
results with theoretical data – and Hakskeenpan is the perfect place to do this. 

“The surface is hard, too, which means we’ve been able to design slightly narrower wheels 
that reduce aerodynamic drag. 

“The desert surface also has a slight degree of ‘give’, which will work with the suspension to 
give a smoother ride, reducing vibration inside the car,” explains Warhurst. 
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The Bloodhound 

The Bloodhound LSR car is a combination of fast jet, F1 car and spaceship. The project is 
followed in over 220 countries and territories. 

At full design speed (1 690 km/h) the Bloodhound LSR car could cover a mile in 3.6 seconds – 
that’s 4.5 football pitches laid end to end, per second, or 150 m in the blink of an eye. 

The project to set a new land-speed record is split into two phases. 

Phase one’s target is to break the world land-speed record. This is necessary in order to 
understand how the car behaves as it enters the transonic stage initially and then supersonic 
speed levels. 

Upon the successful completion of phase one, the team will review the data and technical 
challenges before embarking on phase two, and the real challenge of safely reaching the 
target speed of 1 600 km/h. 

The high-speed testing will be conducted using the car’s Rolls-Royce EJ200 jet engine, 
normally found in a Eurofighter Typhoon. 

These engines produce a peak thrust of 20 000 lbs (90 kilonewtons), equivalent to 54 000 
thrust hp, or the combined output of 360 family cars. 

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/bloodhound-car-lands-in-south-africa-gears-up-for-high-
speed-runs-2019-10-18/rep_id:4136 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/bloodhound-car-lands-in-south-africa-gears-up-for-high-speed-runs-2019-10-18/rep_id:4136
http://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/bloodhound-car-lands-in-south-africa-gears-up-for-high-speed-runs-2019-10-18/rep_id:4136
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6. Pearl Nacelle 
 

 
 

Safran to provide complete nacelle for Gulfstream’s 
G700 business jet 
Posted 23 October 2019 ·  

Safran Nacelles has confirmed its Tier 1 supplier role for the complete nacelle on Rolls-Royce 
Pearl 700 turbofan engines that power Gulfstream Aviation’s G700 business jet, which was 
unveiled at this week’s 2019 NBAA Business Aviation Convention & Exhibition in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. 

In developing and delivering the advanced nacelle, Safran Nacelles reinforces its position as a 
supplier of choice for medium- and large-sized business jets, applying the company’s expertise in 
areas that range from engine nacelle design and integration to the use of composite materials 
and acoustic treatment in their manufacture and thrust reverser system integration. 

“With the Pearl 700 nacelle now in production, Safran Nacelles confirms its strategy to be the 
supplier of choice of complete nacelles for business aviation,” said Cédric Goubet, Safran 
Nacelles’ Chief Executive Officer. “This parallels Safran Nacelles’ current role as the nacelle 
supplier for commercial aviation with such aircraft as the Airbus A380, A320neo, and A330neo. 
We are proud to take this new step in business aviation with Rolls-Royce and Gulfstream, and to 
be part of the Pearl 700-powered G700 – a magnificent airplane that will expand further their 
tremendous legacy in this market.” 

Safran Nacelles supplies the G700 business jets’ nacelles to Rolls-Royce as the Pearl 700 engine 
manufacturer. Primary elements of these nacelle are the air inlet with a deep liner for acoustic 
attenuation and fan blade stabilization; extended composite fan cowl doors up to thrust reverser 
doors that provide excellent aerodynamic shape as well as resistance to heat and fire; Safran 
Nacelles’ proven two-door “Butterfly-type” target door thrust reverser, which incorporates 
additional aerodynamic refinements; and the apron component, serving as the mechanical and 
electrical interface between the engine/nacelle and the aircraft 

“Safran Nacelles and Rolls-Royce have created a high speed aerodynamic nacelle design, that is 
top of the class,” explained Colm Golden, Programme Director NPI – Business Aviation at Rolls-
Royce. “With its optimized integration, we are able to incorporate a larger-diameter fan in the 
nacelle’s ultra-slim aero lines. The result is a highly efficient propulsion system that contributes to 
the G700 business jet’s excellent performance.” 
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7. Air Austral Boeing 787  
 

 

TRANSLATED BY GOOGLE: 

The B787 in the colours of Mayotte back in our sky 
on November 2 
 

Immobilised for 3 long months due to fin problems on its Trent 1000 engines, the Dreamliner B787 in 
the colours of the S-pass is back soon. But his twin in the colours of Reunion must be "checked", the 
immobilizer barndant a week. Flights are reorganized. 

By Anne Perzo -October 25, 201901563 

If it was expected by the end of October, the actual date of his return has now been confirmed by the 
engine manufacturer Rolls Royce at Air Austral. The Boeing 787-8, registered F-OLRC, in the colours of 
the "Passe en S" will resume its flights on Saturday, November 2nd. Immobilized since June 3, 2019 
due to the problems of Trent 1000 Rolls Royce engines, it is equipped with brand new engines, with 
the latest fins designed by the engine manufacturer, the aircraft will find the runway at Pamandzi 
Airport. 

In anticipation of his return, and during the period from October 28 to November 2, 2019, Air Austral 
is forced to make further adjustments to its flight schedule. The company has implemented all the 
alternative solutions at its disposal to minimize the inconvenience that will mainly affect the following 
flights: 

- Paris-Mayotte of October 28, 2019 
- Mayotte Paris of October 29, 2019 
- Paris Mayotte of October 30, 2019 
- Mayotte Paris of October 31, 2019 
 
The other Air Austral Boeing 787-8, registered "F-OLRB", will be from October 28 to November 5, in 
"check of 3 years", a mandatory maintenance control scheduled by the company for several months. 
The device can not be used during the period. 
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Air Austral, to temporarily supplement its fleet and after several days of active search, confirmed the 
charter of a plane of the company Euro Atlantic Airways. It is a Boeing 777-200 ER equipped with 326 
seats configured in two-class, including 24 business seats. 

The Spanish company Wamos continues to perform the program of flights that have been allocated 
on behalf of Air Austral until November 4. 

The company regrets the inconvenience and wishes to apologize to the passengers concerned. It 
recalls that the safety and security of its passengers is its top priority. 

Passengers affected by these changes will be contacted individually by Air Austral teams (via SMS and 
/ or email). Air Austral recommends that passengers check the information on flights operated in real 
time on the website or directly in the "My Booking" section. 

https://lejournaldemayotte.yt/2019/10/25/le-b787-aux-couleurs-de-mayotte-de-retour-dans-notre-
ciel-le-2-novembre/ 

8. Rolls-Royce Technical Publication enhancement 
 

 

Rolls-Royce enhances technical publications for 
business aviation customers 
Posted 22 October 2019 ·  

Rolls-Royce is introducing an enhanced version of its technical publications, a digitally 
optimised version of the technical documents and maintenance manuals for business 
aviation customers. 

Following a pilot phase, the system will also be offered to airline customers. 

The increasing use of digital technology is part of the Rolls-Royce IntelligentEngine vision, 
supporting the company in pioneering new improvements in customer care. 

The new platform, provided by Flatirons Solutions, has been developed considering feedback 
from Rolls-Royce’s unique Corporate Customer Council (C3), a customer communication 
forum that jointly shapes the future of business aviation customer support. 

Key features of the improved Technical Publications solution include:  

Animated 3D assembly instructions, that are fully synchronised with the associated text 
descriptions 

https://lejournaldemayotte.yt/2019/10/25/le-b787-aux-couleurs-de-mayotte-de-retour-dans-notre-ciel-le-2-novembre/
https://lejournaldemayotte.yt/2019/10/25/le-b787-aux-couleurs-de-mayotte-de-retour-dans-notre-ciel-le-2-novembre/
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An upgraded Illustrated Parts Catalogue (IPC) now linked to three-dimensional graphic 
models to part details, improving user experience 

Improved navigation and usability through embedded cross references within documents. 

A fully-integrated digital feedback feature complements the package, driving continuous 
improvement and consolidating a step change in customer satisfaction. 

Customer experience and user requirements have been central aspects of the development 
process. With its responsive design the system has been fully optimised for use on a broad 
variety of mobile and stationary devices. This ensures accurate and interactive maintenance 
publications are provided to our growing global customer network, whenever and wherever 
needed.  

James Prater, vice president customer service - business aviation, said: “Operators and 
maintainers of Rolls-Royce Business Aviation products value intelligent design and its 
benefits: robustness, reliability, and smooth operation. We are delighted to introduce our 
new technical publications in a fashion that is on par with our products. More than merely an 
overhaul of the old service manuals, we are providing a fresh, modern design which our 
customers will find to be readily accessible, interactive, and refreshingly intuitive; easing the 
maintenance process, putting the focus on the next flight and its precious cargo.” 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-enhances-technical-publications-for-business-
aviation-customers.html 

 

  

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-enhances-technical-publications-for-business-aviation-customers.html
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-enhances-technical-publications-for-business-aviation-customers.html
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9. A330neo order for Air Asia 
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10. STEM & Training 
 

 

First and only SA black female aircraft engineer flies 
high 
 

Lefentse Phokwane (31) is the first and only woman to be appointed as an aircraft 
maintenance engineer specialising in non-destructive testing inspection at South African 
Airways (SAA) Technical. 

SAA Technical is responsible for full-service maintenance, repair and overhaul of the airline’s 
aircraft. 

Growing up in Vosloorus in Ekurhuleni, Phokwane aspired to become a chemical engineer 
but ended up studying for a Diploma in Non-Destructive Testing at the Vaal University of 
Technology (VUT). 

“When I applied for admission at VUT, I was told there was no longer space for first-year 
students who wanted to enrol for chemical engineering. I was advised to register for non-
destructive testing,” she said. 

Phokwane initially knew nothing about this specialisation and despite being told that if 
someone dropped out, she could switch to chemical engineering, she had found her calling. 

After obtaining her qualification, Phokwane applied for an apprenticeship at SAA Technical 
in 2009 and completed her trade test in 2012. She became an aircraft engineer in avionics. 

“I was then appointed as an aircraft maintenance engineer specialising in non-destructive 
testing inspection,” she said. 

As part of her job, she performs detailed inspections on aircraft and aircraft components, 
using various specialised techniques of inspection to look for cracks and defects that are not 
visible to the naked eye but which could cause damage to or malfunction of the aircraft.   

Like vehicles, an aircraft needs to be regularly serviced for it to function properly and to 
transport passengers safely. 
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“One of the most fulfilling rewards for me is to see an aircraft I have worked on take-off, 
defect-free, and know that my signature is there among the many talented, committed and 
passionate men and women who also worked on it,” she said. 

“I cannot afford to miss any defects. I have to be at my optimum every day and remind 
myself that although I work with aircraft, people’s lives are what I have to keep in mind,” 
she added. 

She has to develop herself constantly to stay on par with the rest of the engineers in her 
field because technology is always evolving. 

One of the highlights of her career is recently attending training at Rolls-Royce, which is a 
British luxury car and aero-engine manufacturing business. The company has built a solid 
reputation for the development and manufacture of engines for defence and civil aircraft. 

"According to their records, I am the third female in the world and the first one from Africa 
to receive this kind of training from their company. That is really humbling to know,” she 
said. 

Phokwane has encouraged young people to consider this career path because non-
destructive testing inspection is not as popular in South Africa as it is abroad, and that 
means there are job opportunities for qualified individuals. 

She said the fact that she is still the only woman at SAA Technical doing this kind of work 
shows that graduates would be highly employable.   

According to SAA head of media relations Tlali Tlali, SAA Technical recruits and trains about 
150 apprentices and 30 interns annually. "All nine provinces are allocated an appropriate 
number of recruits to ensure that youth from across the country get equal opportunities to 
become aircraft artisans," said Tlali. He also said the apprentices and interns get trained as 
aircraft mechanics and aircraft electricians, radiotricians, instrumentation experts, welders, 
trimmers, spray-painters and structure workers. 

Tlali said SAA Technical advertises the internships internally, as well as through all Offices of 
the Premier and with different training institutions, such as technical and vocational 
education and training colleges. 

The recruitment process for the next intake has closed and interviews are now being 
conducted, said Tlali 

“The first 100 apprentices will start on 16 October, and a second batch of 50 on 16 March 
2020. We will not advertise for the March 2020 intake as we have acquired enough CVs for 
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both intakes,” said Tlali. He added that the 30 interns, who already hold a tertiary 
qualification, will start on 16 November 2019. 

You can visit the Premier’s Office in your province to find out about the next application 
period for apprentices and interns. 

https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/sebenza-live/2019-10-23-first-and-only-sa-black-female-
aircraft-engineer-flies-high/ 

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/715911-first-female-aircraft-
maintenance-engineer-at-sa-airways-technical 

Also appearing on SA Government website:  https://www.sanews.gov.za/features-south-
africa/reaching-new-heights-saa 

 

https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/sebenza-live/2019-10-23-first-and-only-sa-black-female-aircraft-engineer-flies-high/
https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/sebenza-live/2019-10-23-first-and-only-sa-black-female-aircraft-engineer-flies-high/
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/715911-first-female-aircraft-maintenance-engineer-at-sa-airways-technical
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/715911-first-female-aircraft-maintenance-engineer-at-sa-airways-technical
https://www.sanews.gov.za/features-south-africa/reaching-new-heights-saa
https://www.sanews.gov.za/features-south-africa/reaching-new-heights-saa
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Coverage Report – November 2019 

Upcoming Media Opportunities: 

1. The East African newspaper – feature article on the electrification of flight

2. SAA – A350XWB orders – 4th and final delivery – Beginning of December

3. Bloodhound testing in South Africa

4. Daily Maverick (South Africa) – Interview request (Ryan Goodnight)

5. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - TBC

Rolls-Royce Coverage 

Contents: 

1. SAA Receives First A350

2. ALS signs TotalCare Agreement

3. Emirates Deal @ DubaiAirshow

4. Dubai AirShow

5. EVTOL

6. Bloodhound

7. Trent 700 powered Beluga XL

8. Siemens Deal Completion

9. Pearl 15 (including special feature by World AirNews)

10. AFRAA AGA African Skies magazine feature
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1. SAA Receives First A350 
 

 
 

SAA starts receiving latest-generation jets 
15TH NOVEMBER 2019 
 
BY: REBECCA CAMPBELL 
CREAMER MEDIA SENIOR DEPUTY EDITOR 
 
State-owned national flag carrier South African Airways (SAA) has confirmed that it will soon 
be operating four latest- generation widebody Airbus A350-900 airliners. 
 
This announcement coincided with the delivery to the airline of the first of these advanced 
aircraft (53% of the A350-900 airframe is made of composites and 17% of other advanced 
materials, including titanium). 
 
All four are being leased for three years and all four should be in commercial operation by 
the middle of December. The first two are each nine months old and have already been 
operated by another operator, while the second two will be brand new and delivered to SAA 
directly from the Airbus Final Assembly Line, in Toulouse, France. The first two were 
reportedly previously operated by Hainan Airlines, of China, on lease from Avolon. The 
second two are being subleased from Air Mauritius. 
 
“We welcome the first A350 home on South African soil,” said SAA acting CEO Zuks Ramasia. 
“The introduction of the A350s offers a new beginning for the airline and will contribute to 
the airline’s operational efficiencies, and get SAA back on track. It is an important step change 
as we continue to make progress to transform our business and return the airline to financial 
sustainability in the shortest time possible.” 
 
Each of the A350s is powered by two Rolls- Royce Trent XWB engines. These were specifically 
designed for the A350 XWB airliner family (the A350-900 and the A350-1000). “With this, we 
extend our relationship with Rolls-Royce and the Trent family of engines by adding the Trent 
XWB to a fleet that already includes the Trent 700, powering the Airbus A330s,” he stated. 
 
The wider Trent family is composed of seven engines. These have so far racked up a 
combined total of 140-million flying hours since the first Trent entered service in 1995. Rolls-
Royce describes the Trent XWB as the most efficient large aero engine in the world. To date, 
1 800 Trent XWBs have been sold, and the engine powers more than 300 aircraft flown by 29 
operators. It has accumulated more than five-million engine-flying hours. 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/author.php?u_id=1187
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“We warmly welcome the arrival of South African Airways’ first Airbus A350, powered by our 
Trent XWB engines,” affirmed Rolls-Royce VP: customers Ryan Goodnight. “Rolls-Royce has a 
long and proud history of working with South African Airways and we deeply value our close 
relationship. The decision to bring A350s to the South African Airways’ fleet ensures our 
partnership will remain strong for many years to come.” 
 
The new aircraft will initially replace four-engined Airbus A340s on the nonstop 
Johannesburg–New York route. Substituting the A350s for the A340s will cut the airline’s fuel 
burn on this route by about 20% and will also reduce its carbon emissions. Maintaining the 
A350-900 airframe will also cost some 40% less to maintain (over five years) than the 
airframe of the A340. The result will be significant cost savings for SAA and so help improve 
its operating costs and financial situation. As the SAA A350 fleet builds up, they will also be 
used on other routes. They are fitted with 30 business-class seats (all lie-flat) and 309 
economy-class seats. The first six rows of economy class have extra leg- room. 
 
During takeoff, the ten-foot- (just over 3 m) diameter fan at the front of a Trent XWB engine 
can suck in as much as 1.3 t of air per second. Also at full power, the air leaves the engine’s 
rear nozzle at speeds of almost 1 609 km/h. Each of its 68 high-pressure turbine blades 
generates power equivalent to that produced by a Formula 1 racing car. 
 
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/saa-starts-receiving-latest-generation-jets-with-latest-
generation-engines-2019-11-15/searchString:Rolls-Royce 
 

 
 

SAA announces it will operate four Rolls-
Royce-engined Airbus A350 airliners 
 
State-owned national flag-carrier South African Airways (SAA) has confirmed that it will soon be 
operating four latest generation widebody Airbus A350-900 airliners. This announcement coincided 
with the delivery to the airline of the first of these aircraft. The A350-900 airframe is made 53% of 
composites and 17% of other advanced materials, including titanium. All four are being leased for 
three years. The remaining three should be delivered over the next six weeks and all four should be 
in commercial operation by the middle of December. 
State-owned national flag-carrier South African Airways (SAA) has confirmed that it will soon be 
operating four latest generation widebody Airbus A350-900 airliners. This announcement coincided 
with the delivery to the airline of the first of these aircraft. The A350-900 airframe is made 53% of 
composites and 17% of other advanced materials, including titanium. 
 
All four are being leased for three years. The remaining three should be delivered over the next six 
weeks and all four should be in commercial operation by the middle of December. The first two are 
each nine months old and have already been operated by another operator, while the second two 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/saa-starts-receiving-latest-generation-jets-with-latest-generation-engines-2019-11-15/searchString:Rolls-Royce
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/saa-starts-receiving-latest-generation-jets-with-latest-generation-engines-2019-11-15/searchString:Rolls-Royce
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will be brand new and delivered to SAA directly from the Airbus Final Assembly Line in Toulouse, 
France. 
 
“We welcome the first A350 home on South African soil,” said SAA acting CEO Zuks Ramasia. “The 
introduction of the A350s offers a new beginning for the airline and will contribute to the airline’s 
operational efficiencies, and get SAA back on track. It is an important step-change as we continue to 
make progress to transform our business and return the airline to financial sustainability in the 
shortest time possible.” 
 
Each of the A350s is powered by two Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. These were specifically 
designed for the A350 XWB airliner family (A350-900 and A350-1000). Part of the wider Trent family 
of seven engines (SAA already operates the Trent 700 on its Airbus A330 airliners), Rolls-Royce 
describes the Trent XWB as the most efficient large aero engine in the world. 
 
To date, 1 800 Trent XWBs have been sold, and the engine powers more than 300 aircraft flown by 
29 operators. It has accumulated more than five-million engine-flying hours. 
 
“We warmly welcome the arrival of South African Airways’ first Airbus A350, powered by our Trent 
XWB engines,” affirmed Rolls-Royce VP: customers Ryan Goodnight. “Rolls-Royce has a long and 
proud history of working with South African Airways and we deeply value our close relationship. The 
decision to bring A350s to the South African Airways’ fleet ensures our partnership will remain 
strong for many years to come.” 
 
The SAA A350-900s are fitted with 30 business-class seats (all lie-flat) and 309 economy-class seats. 
The first six rows of economy class have extra leg-room. The aircraft will initially replace four-
engined Airbus A340s on the non-stop Johannesburg-New York route. As the SAA A350 fleet builds 
up, they will also be used on other routes. 
 
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/login.php?url=/article/saa-announces-it-will-operate-four-rolls-
royce-engined-airbus-a350-airliners-2019-11-01/searchString:Rolls-Royce 
 
  

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/login.php?url=/article/saa-announces-it-will-operate-four-rolls-royce-engined-airbus-a350-airliners-2019-11-01/searchString:Rolls-Royce
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/login.php?url=/article/saa-announces-it-will-operate-four-rolls-royce-engined-airbus-a350-airliners-2019-11-01/searchString:Rolls-Royce
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First of four new SAA planes arrives in South Africa 
 
Nov 01 2019 16:40 Compiled by Carin Smith 
 

The first of four Airbus A350-900 SAA planes 
arrived in South Africa this week. 
 
The other three planes are set to arrive over the 
next six weeks. 
 
Subscribe to Fin24's newsletter here 
All four planes are expected to operate 
commercially by mid-December, following 
regulatory approvals and training, SAA said in a 
statement. 
 
Two of the aircraft are nine months old and 
previously flew commercially with another 
carrier. The other two aircraft are brand-new 
and will be delivered to SAA directly from the 
Airbus factory in Toulouse, France. The two new 
aircraft are sub-leased from Air Mauritius. 

 
Minister of Finance Tito Mboweni announced in his mini budget last week that government will help 
SAA to repay its R9.2bn in government-guaranteed debt over the next three years. 
 
According to acting SAA CEO Zuks Ramasia, the introduction of the A350s will contribute to the 
airline's operational efficiencies. Operating the A350-900s will enable SAA to achieve approximately 
25% savings in fuel consumption and emissions. 
 
Besides lower operating costs, it will also reduce SAA’s exposure to South Africa’s recently imposed 
carbon tax, the airline said. 
 
SAA is also expected to benefit from the approximately 40% lower cost for maintaining the A350-900 
XWB airframe over a 5-year period. 
 
READ: SAA and Air Mauritius get go-ahead for their new joint venture 
The common type rating between the Airbus A350-900 XWB powered aircraft and the other Airbus 
aircraft in SAA's fleet will also bring about a cost saving on training pilots, crew, engineers and 
technicians as well as regarding spares inventory. 
 
The four aircraft will operate on one of SAA’s ultra-long haul routes between Johannesburg and New 
York. They will replace the Airbus A340-600 on this route and be operated on a nonstop basis. 
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The Airbus A350-900 is configured with a maximum of 339 seats, of which 30 are Business Class 
seats and 309 are Economy Class seats. 
 
The aircraft will be equipped with Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. 
 
“With this we extend our relationship with Rolls-Royce by adding the Trent XWB to a fleet that 
already includes the Trent 700, powering the Airbus A330s,” says Ramasia. 
 
Fin24 reported in October that the Competition Commission granted SAA and Air Mauritius 
permission to form a joint venture on the route between Johannesburg and Mauritius. 
 
The two airlines will pool the revenue and costs associated with the provision of commercial 
passenger and cargo services on the route between Mauritius and Johannesburg and related 
destinations. 
 
https://www.fin24.com/Companies/TravelAndLeisure/first-of-four-new-saa-planes-arrives-in-south-
africa-20191101 
 
 

 
 

On a wing and a prayer, broke SAA gets first of four new planes 

BY STAFF REPORTER - 01 November 2019 - 14:15 

“We welcome the first A350 home on South African soil. The introduction of the A350s offers a new 
beginning for the airline and will contribute to the airline’s operational efficiencies, and get SAA back 
on track. It is an important step-change as we continue to make progress to transform our business 
and return the airline to financial sustainability in the shortest time possible,” said Zuks Ramasia, the 
airline's Acting CEO. 
 
The aircraft will operate on one of SAA’s ultra-long haul routes between Johannesburg and New 
York’s John F Kennedy International Airport (JFK), replacing the Airbus A340-600 on this route. It will 
still fly non-stop. 
 
As additional aircraft are introduced, more routes will be operated by the Airbus A350-900s. 
 
The Airbus A350-900 is configured with a maximum of 339 seats, of which 30 are business class and 
309 economy. The first six rows in economy class offer extra legroom. 
 
The business class cabin has lie-flat beds. 
 

https://www.fin24.com/Companies/TravelAndLeisure/first-of-four-new-saa-planes-arrives-in-south-africa-20191101
https://www.fin24.com/Companies/TravelAndLeisure/first-of-four-new-saa-planes-arrives-in-south-africa-20191101
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SAA is set to receive the Airbus A350-900s over six weeks, and all four are expected to be operating 
commercially by mid-December after regulatory approvals and training. 
 
The first two aircraft are nine months old and previously flew commercially with another carrier. 
Numbers two and three are scheduled for arrival during the first week of November and the fourth 
aircraft will arrive in early December. 
 
The last two aircraft are new and will be delivered to SAA directly from the Airbus factory in 
Toulouse, France. These two are sub-leased from Air Mauritius. 
 
SAA said the plane would achieve about 25% savings in fuel consumption and reduced emissions 
from the Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. Since entering service in 2015, these engines have flown 
more than 5-million hours and are regarded as the world’s most efficient large aero-engine. 
 
https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-11-01-on-a-wing-and-a-prayer-broke-saa-
gets-first-of-four-new-planes/ 
 
 

 
 

Four Airbus A350-900 soon part of SAA’s fleet 
The introduction of the A350s ‘will contribute to SAA's operational 
efficiencies and get it back on track’, SAA acting CEO Zuks 
Ramasia says 
 

 

PR agent Elsa Goette sits in a Rolls-Royce 
engine of an Airbus A350-900 of Ethiopian 
Airlines during a site-inspection at Fraport 
airport in Frankfurt, Germany, in this May 22 
2017 file photo. Picture: REUTERS/KAI 
PFAFFENBACH 

SAA has taken delivery of the first 
of four “new” Airbus A350-900s. 
 
“We welcome the first A350 
home on SA soil. The 

introduction of the A350s offers a new beginning for the airline and will contribute to the 
airline’s operational efficiencies‚ and get SAA back on track. It is an important step-change as 
we continue to make progress to transform our business and return the airline to financial 
sustainability in the shortest time possible‚” said Zuks Ramasia‚ the airline's acting CEO. 

https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-11-01-on-a-wing-and-a-prayer-broke-saa-gets-first-of-four-new-planes/
https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-11-01-on-a-wing-and-a-prayer-broke-saa-gets-first-of-four-new-planes/
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The aircraft will operate on one of SAA’s ultra-long haul routes between Johannesburg and 
New York’s John F Kennedy International Airport (JFK)‚ replacing the Airbus A340-600 on this 
route. It will still fly nonstop. 
 
As additional aircraft are introduced‚ more routes will be operated by the Airbus A350-900s. 
 
The Airbus A350-900 is configured with a maximum of 339 seats‚ of which 30 are business 
class and 309 economy. The first six rows in economy class offer extra legroom. 
 
The business class cabin has lie-flat beds. 
 
SAA is set to receive the Airbus A350-900 aircraft over six weeks‚ and all four are expected to 
be operating commercially by mid-December after regulatory approvals and training. 
 
The first two aircraft are nine months old and previously flew commercially with another 
carrier. Numbers two and three are scheduled for arrival during the first week of November 
and the fourth aircraft will arrive in early December. 
 
The last two aircraft are new and will be delivered to SAA directly from the Airbus factory in 
Toulouse‚ France. Those two will be subleased from Air Mauritius. 
 
SAA said the plane would achieve about 25% savings in fuel consumption and reduced 
emissions from the Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. Since entering service in 2015‚ these 
engines have flown more than five-million hours and are regarded as the world’s most 
efficient large aero-engine. 
 
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2019-11-01-four-airbus-a350-900-soon-part-of-saas-
fleet/ 
 
 
  

https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2019-11-01-four-airbus-a350-900-soon-part-of-saas-fleet/
https://www.businesslive.co.za/bd/national/2019-11-01-four-airbus-a350-900-soon-part-of-saas-fleet/


 

9 | 
 

 

 
 

SAA	gets	first	of	four	new	planes	
01 November 2019 - 13:59 

South African Airways (SAA) has taken delivery of the first of four “new” Airbus A350-900s. 

“We welcome the first A350 home on South African soil. The introduction of the A350s 
offers a new beginning for the airline and will contribute to the airline’s operational 
efficiencies, and get SAA back on track. It is an important step-change as we continue to 
make progress to transform our business and return the airline to financial sustainability in 
the shortest time possible,” said Zuks Ramasia, the airline's Acting CEO. 

The aircraft will operate on one of SAA’s ultra-long haul routes between Johannesburg and 
New York’s John F Kennedy International Airport (JFK), replacing the Airbus A340-600 on 
this route. It will still fly non-stop. 

As additional aircraft are introduced, more routes will be operated by the Airbus A350-
900s. 

The Airbus A350-900 is configured with a maximum of 339 seats, of which 30 are business 
class and 309 economy. The first six rows in economy class offer extra legroom. 

The business class cabin has lie-flat beds. 

SAA is set to receive the Airbus A350-900s over six weeks, and all four are expected to be 
operating commercially by mid-December after regulatory approvals and training. 

The first two aircraft are nine months old and previously flew commercially with another 
carrier. Numbers two and three are scheduled for arrival during the first week of November 
and the fourth aircraft will arrive in early December. 

The last two aircraft are new and will be delivered to SAA directly from the Airbus factory 
in Toulouse, France. These two are sub-leased from Air Mauritius. 

SAA said the plane would achieve about 25% savings in fuel consumption and reduced 
emissions from the Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. Since entering service in 2015, these 
engines have flown more than 5-million hours and are regarded as the world’s most 
efficient large aero-engine. 
 
https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-11-01-saa-gets-first-of-four-new-planes/ 
 

https://www.timeslive.co.za/news/south-africa/2019-11-01-saa-gets-first-of-four-new-planes/
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Additional airliners for SAA 
1st Nov 2019 

South African Airways (SAA) has procured four Airbus A350-900s in an effort to improve 
the airline’s customer offering and commercial prospects. 
 
On Thursday SAA took delivery of the first of four Airbus A350-900s. 
 
“We welcome the first A350 on South African soil. The introduction of the A350s offers a 
new beginning for the airline and will contribute to the airline’s operational efficiencies 
and get SAA back on track. 
 
“It is an important step as we continue to make progress to transform our business and 
return the airline to financial sustainability in the shortest time possible,” SAA Acting 
CEO Zuks Ramasia said. 
 
SAA said the first aircraft arrived amid excitement with employees welcoming the new 
acquisition as the latest arrival to boost SAA’s fleet with modern, fuel-efficient aircraft, 
which presents a superior customer experience. 
 
“The aircraft will operate on one of SAA’s ultra-long haul routes between Johannesburg 
and New York’s John F Kennedy International Airport (JFK), replacing the Airbus A340-
600 and will be operated on a non-stop basis. As additional aircraft are introduced, more 
routes will be operated by the Airbus A350-900s,” SAA said. 
Business and economy class customers will enjoy a quieter cabin and more relaxing 
environment during flight. 
 
The Airbus A350-900 is configured with a maximum of 339 seats, of which 30 are 
Business Class and 309 Economy Class. The first six rows in Economy Class offer extra 
legroom to provide a more comfortable experience, especially on longer flights. The 
Business Class cabin has lie flat beds. 
 
The aircraft also offers a modern in-flight entertainment system throughout the cabin. 
 
“SAA is set to receive four Airbus A350-900s over a period of six weeks and all four are 
expected to operate commercially by mid-December following regulatory approval and 
training. SAA will operate the aircraft for three years,” the airline said. 
 
The first two aircraft are nine months old and previously flew commercially with another 
carrier. 
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Aircraft number two and three are scheduled for arrival in the first week of November 
and the fourth aircraft will arrive in early December. 
 
“The last two aircraft are brand new and will be delivered to SAA directly from the Airbus 
factory in Toulouse, France. These two are sub-leased from Air Mauritius and will also 
fly with SAA for three years. 
 
“The commonality and common type rating between the Airbus A350-900 XWB powered 
aircraft and other Airbus aircraft in SAA’s fleet translate directly into cost saving for 
training pilots, crew, engineers and technicians as well as spares inventory,” SAA said. 
 
The airline said A350-900 XWB has excellent range/payload performance on long haul 
flights departing Johannesburg. 
 
“SAA will achieve approximately 25% lower operating costs on the A350-900 XWB, over 
a five year period, compared with some four-engine aircraft with similar range and 
payload capabilities. 
 
“SAA will achieve approximately 25% saving in fuel consumption and emissions. 
Besides lower operating costs, it will reduce SAA’s exposure to South Africa’s recently 
imposed carbon tax because it is more environmentally friendly and helps achieves 
global emissions offset mechanism targets for international aviation requirements,” SAA 
said. 
 
SAA will also benefit from the approximately 40% lower cost for maintaining the A350-
900 XWB’s airframe over a five year period, that is, the aircraft excluding the engines, 
compared with some of its four-engine aircraft it will replace on the Johannesburg-New 
York-Johannesburg and other routes. 
 
The aircraft are fitted with Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. Since entering service in 
2015, the Trent XWB engines have flown five million plus hours and are regarded as the 
world’s most efficient large aero engine. 
“With this we extend our relationship with Rolls-Royce and the Trent family of engines by 
adding the Trent XWB to a fleet that includes the Trent 700, powering the Airbus A330s,” 
Ramasia said. 
 
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/additional-airliners-for-saa/ 
 
  

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/additional-airliners-for-saa/
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SAA takes delivery four new Airbus A350-900s 
“It is an important step-change as we continue to make progress to transform our 
business and return the airline to financial sustainability in the shortest time 
possible,” SAA Acting CEO Zuks Ramasia said. 

  
South African Airways (SAA) has procured four new Airbus A350-900s in an effort to improve 
the airline's customer offering and commercial prospects. 
 
On Thursday SAA took delivery of the first of the four new Airbus A350-900s. 
 
"We welcome the first A350 home on South African soil. The introduction of the A350s offers 
a new beginning for the airline and will contribute to the airline's operational efficiencies, and 
get SAA back on track. 
 
"It is an important step-change as we continue to make progress to transform our business 
and return the airline to financial sustainability in the shortest time possible," SAA Acting CEO 
Zuks Ramasia said. 
 
SAA said the first aircraft arrived amid much excitement with employees welcoming the new 
acquisition as the latest arrival to boost SAA's fleet with modern, fuel-efficient aircraft, which 
presents a superior customer experience. 
 
"The aircraft will operate on one of SAA's ultra-long-haul routes between Johannesburg and 
New York's John F Kennedy International Airport (JFK), replacing the Airbus A340-600 on this 
route and will still be operated on a nonstop basis. As additional aircraft are introduced, more 
routes will be operated by the Airbus A350-900s," SAA said. 
 
Business and Economy Class customers will enjoy the quieter cabin and a more relaxing 
environment during flight. 
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The Airbus A350-900 is configured with a maximum of 339 seats, of which 30 are Business 
Class seats and 309 are Economy Class seats, with the first six rows in Economy Class offering 
extra legroom to provide a more comfortable experience, especially on longer flights. The 
Business Class cabin has lie flatbeds. 
 
The aircraft also offers a modern in-flight entertainment system throughout the cabin. 
 
"SAA is set to receive four Airbus A350-900s over a period of six weeks, and all four are 
expected to operate commercially by mid-December following regulatory approvals and 
training. SAA will operate the aircraft for three years," the airline said. 
 
The first two aircraft are nine months old and previously flew commercially with another 
carrier. 
 
Aircraft numbers two and three are scheduled for arrival during the first week of November 
and the fourth aircraft will arrive in early December. 
 
"The last two aircraft are brand new and will be delivered to SAA directly from the Airbus 
factory in Toulouse, France. These two aircraft are sub-leased from Air Mauritius and will also 
fly with SAA for three years. 
 
"The commonality and common type rating between the Airbus A350-900 XWB powered 
aircraft and the other Airbus aircraft in SAA's fleet translate directly into cost-saving for 
training pilots, crew, engineers, and technicians as well as for spares inventory," SAA said. 
 
The airline said A350-900 XWB has excellent range/payload performance on long-haul flights 
departing from Johannesburg. 
 
"SAA will achieve approximately 25% lower operating costs operating the A350-900 XWB, over 
a 5-year period, compared with some of its four-engine aircraft generation that has similar 
range and payload capabilities. 
 
"SAA will achieve approximately 25% savings in fuel consumption and emissions. Besides 
lower operating costs, it will also reduce SAA's exposure to South Africa's recently imposed 
carbon tax because it is more environmentally friendly and help it achieves global emissions 
offset mechanism targets for international aviation requirements," SAA said. 
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SAA will also benefit from the approximately 40% lower cost for maintaining the A350-900 
XWB's airframe over a five-year period, that is, the aircraft excluding the engines, compared 
with some of its four-engine aircraft generation it will replace on the Johannesburg-New York-
Johannesburg and other routes. 

The aircraft will be equipped with Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. Since entering service in 
2015, the Trent XWB engines have flown more than five million hours and is regarded as the 
world's most efficient large aero-engine. 

"With this we extend our relationship with Rolls-Royce and the Trent family of engines by 
adding the Trent XWB to a fleet that already includes the Trent 700, powering the Airbus 
A330s," Ramasia said. 

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/728331-saa-takes-delivery-four-new-airbus-a350-
900s 

South African Airways adds first A350-900 its fleet, 3 more to join by Dec

By Our	Correspondent 

November 01, 2019: South African Airways (SAA) took delivery of the first of four new A350-
900s, which will improve the airline’s customer offering and commercial prospects. SAA is set to 
receive four A350-900s over a period of six weeks, and all four are expected to operate 
commercially by mid-December following regulatory approvals and training. SAA will operate 
the aircraft for three years. 

“We welcome the first A350 home on South African soil. The introduction of the A350s offers a 
new beginning for the airline and will contribute to the airline’s operational efficiencies, and get 
SAA back on track. It is an important step-change as we continue to make progress to transform 
our business and return the airline to financial sustainability in the shortest time possible,” said 
Zuks Ramasia, SAA’s acting CEO. 

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/728331-saa-takes-delivery-four-new-airbus-a350-900s
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/business/728331-saa-takes-delivery-four-new-airbus-a350-900s
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The aircraft will operate on one of SAA’s ultra-long-haul routes between Johannesburg and New 
York’s John F Kennedy International Airport (JFK), replacing the A340-600 on this route and 
will still be operated on a nonstop basis. As additional aircraft are introduced, more routes will 
be operated by the A350-900s. 

The A350-900 is configured with a maximum of 339 seats. The first two aircraft are nine 
months old and previously flew commercially with another carrier. The last two aircraft are 
brand new and will be delivered to SAA directly from the Airbus factory in Toulouse, France. 
These two aircraft are sub-leased from Air Mauritius and will also fly with SAA for three years. 

Recently, the commercial partnership between Air Mauritius and SAA for the Mauritius-
Johannesburg route has been approved by the South African Competition Commission. The 
collaboration is expected to increase the number of seats and cargo capacity. 

The commonality and common type rating between the A350-900 XWB powered aircraft and 
the other Airbus aircraft in SAA’s fleet translate directly into cost-saving for training pilots, 
crew, engineers and technicians as well as for spares inventory. 

The A350-900 XWB has excellent range/payload performance on long-haul flights departing 
from Johannesburg (the hot-and-high consideration). SAA will achieve approximately 25 
percent lower operating costs (cash) for operating the A350-900 XWB, over a 5-year period, 
compared with some of its four-engine aircraft generation that has similar range and payload 
capabilities. 

SAA will achieve approximately 25 percent savings in fuel consumption and emissions. Besides 
lower operating costs, it will also reduce SAA’s exposure to South Africa’s recently imposed 
carbon tax because it is more environmentally friendly and help it achieves global emissions 
offset mechanism targets for international aviation requirements. 

SAA will also benefit from the approximately 40 percent lower cost for maintaining the A350-
900 XWB’s airframe over a 5-year period, that is, the aircraft excluding the engines, compared 
with some of its four-engine aircraft generation it will replace on the Johannesburg-New York-
Johannesburg and other routes. 

The aircraft will be equipped with Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. Since entering service in 
2015, the Trent XWB engines have flown more than five million hours and is regarded as the 
world’s most efficient large aero-engine. 

“With this we extend our relationship with Rolls-Royce and the Trent family of engines by 
adding the Trent XWB to a fleet that already includes the Trent 700, powering the Airbus 
A330s,” she concluded. 

 
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/south-african-airways-adds-first-a350900-to-its-fleet-3-more-to-
join-by-dec-aviation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.logupdateafrica.com/south-african-airways-air-mauritius-partnership-to-boost-cargo-capacity-aviation
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/south-african-airways-adds-first-a350900-to-its-fleet-3-more-to-join-by-dec-aviation
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/south-african-airways-adds-first-a350900-to-its-fleet-3-more-to-join-by-dec-aviation
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South African Airlines recieves first of four Airbus A350s to be 

delivered by Christmas

South African Airways has taken delivery of its first A350 today. Arriving midafternoon from the 
paint shop in Singapore, ZS-SDC is the first of four A350s set to arrive with the carrier this year. All 
four are on lease for three years, and will be operational by mid-December. 

After being spotted freshly painted in full South African Airways colors just yesterday, we knew it 
wouldn’t be long before the airline’s very first A350-900 arrived with the carrier. And indeed we did 
not have to wait long at all, as it touched down in Johannesburg this afternoon. 

ZS-SDC, MSN226, travelled on special flight number HU3040 from Singapore, and under its old 
Hainan registration of B-304Z. The flight took off just before 11am UTC, and touched down in Jo’berg 
at 15:41. 

The A350 sports a slightly amended livery, featuring larger titles in ‘billboard’ style. You have to 
admit, it sure does look pretty in South African Airways’ colors. 

According to reports on social media, MSN345 is also on lease to SAA from Hainan Airlines. This 
aircraft, previously registered by Hainan as B-305Z, is already in Singapore and undergoing 
repainting. Both the Hainan Airlines A350s are just nine months old. 

SAA’s A350s are powered by the inimitable Rolls Royce Trent XWB engines, a highly efficient 
powerhouse especially designed for the A350. Ryan Goodnight, Rolls-Royce, Vice President – 
Customers, commented in a statement, 

“We warmly welcome the arrival of South African Airways’ first Airbus A350, powered by our Trent 
XWB engines. Rolls-Royce has a long and proud history of working with South African Airways and 
we deeply value our close relationship. The decision to bring A350s to the South African Airways’ 
fleet ensures that our partnership will remain strong for many years to come.” 

The Rolls Royce Trent XWB 

Three and four are also on the way  
According to Aeronews, two ex-Air Mauritius A350s will 
also be joining SAA’s fleet over the coming months. 
These are MSN 354 and MSN 356, both of which are in 
Toulouse. Although they were built for Air Mauritius, 
neither were taken up and as such will arrive at South 
African completely brand new. 

Three more are due to arrive in the next six weeks. 
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MSN 354 will be registered ZS-SDE. It is complete and is currently awaiting paint and delivery from 
Airbus in Toulouse. MSN 365 will be registered ZS-SDF, and is currently in final assembly. 
 
South African Airways confirmed to Flight Global that all four of the A350s that SAA is leasing will 
arrive with the carrier before the end of the year. In fact, acting chief executive Zuks Ramasia claims 
three more will be delivered within the next six weeks. She expects all to be deployed on operations 
by the middle of December, commenting that, 
 
“It is an important step-change as we continue to make progress to transform our business and 
return the airline to financial sustainability, in the shortest time possible.” 
 
The first will be deployed on a transatlantic route to JFK, replacing an A340-600. No details have 
been released on the routes for the other three. All the A350s will be configured with 30 lie flat 
business class seats and 309 economy, with extra legroom seats in the first six rows. The lease on all 
four is set to run for three years. 
 
Are you excited to see SAA’s first A350 arrive? Hope to fly on it soon? Let us know in the comments. 
 
https://simpleflying.com/saa-a350-delivery/ 
 

 

South African Airways takes delivery of first new Airbus A350s, announces leasing two more 
01-11-2019 14:22:00 | by: Pie Kamau | hits: 3074 | Tags:  

South African Airways (SAA) took delivery of the first of four new Airbus A350-900s, which improves 
the airline’s customer offering and commercial prospects. 

“We welcome the first A350 home on South African soil. The introduction of the A350s offers a new 
beginning for the airline and will contribute to the airline’s operational efficiencies, and get SAA back 
on track. It is an important step-change as we continue to make progress to transform our business 
and return the airline to financial sustainability in the shortest time possible,” says Zuks Ramasia, 
SAA’s Acting CEO. 

The first aircraft arrived amidst much excitement with employees welcoming the new acquisition as 
the latest arrival to boost SAA’s fleet with modern, fuel-efficient aircraft, which presents a superior 
customer experience. 

The aircraft will operate on one of SAA’s ultra-long haul routes between Johannesburg and New 
York’s John F Kennedy International Airport (JFK), replacing the Airbus A340-600 on this route and 
will still be operated on a nonstop basis. As additional aircraft are introduced, more routes will be 
operated by the Airbus A350-900s. 

Business and Economy Class customers will enjoy the quieter cabin, a more relaxing environment 
during flight. The Airbus A350-900 is configured with a maximum of 339 seats, of which 30 are 
Business Class seats and 309 are Economy Class seats, with the first six rows in Economy Class 
offering extra legroom to provide a more comfortable experience, especially on longer flights. The 
Business Class cabin has lie flat beds. 

https://simpleflying.com/saa-a350-delivery/
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The aircraft also offers a modern In-flight Entertainment (IFE) system throughout the cabin. 

SAA is set to receive four Airbus A350-900s over a period of six weeks, and all four are expected to 
operate commercially by mid-December following regulatory approvals and training. SAA will operate 
the aircraft for three years. 

The first two aircraft are nine months old and previously flew commercially with another carrier. 
Aircraft number two and three are scheduled for arrival during the first week of November and the 
fourth aircraft will arrive in early December. 

The last two aircraft are brand new and will be delivered to SAA directly from the Airbus factory in 
Toulouse, France. These two aircraft are sub-leased from Air Mauritius and will also fly with SAA for 
three years. 

The commonality and common type rating between the Airbus A350-900 XWB powered aircraft and 
the other Airbus aircraft in SAA’s fleet translate directly into cost saving for training pilots, crew, 
engineers and technicians as well as for spares inventory. 

The A350-900 XWB has excellent range/payload performance on long-haul flights departing from 
Johannesburg (the hot-and-high consideration). SAA will achieve approximately 25% lower operating 
costs (cash) operating the A350-900 XWB, over a 5-year period, compared with some of its four-
engine aircraft generation that has similar range and payload capabilities.  

SAA will achieve approximately 25% savings in fuel consumption and emissions. Besides lower 
operating costs, it will also reduce SAA’s exposure to South Africa’s recently imposed Carbon Tax 
because it is more environmentally friendly and help it achieves global emissions offset mechanism 
targets for international aviation requirements. 

SAA will also benefit from the approximately 40% lower cost for maintaining the A350-900 XWB’s 
airframe over a 5-year period, that is, the aircraft excluding the engines, compared with some of its 
four-engine aircraft generation it will replace on the Johannesburg-New York-Johannesburg and other 
routes. 

The aircraft will be equipped with Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. Since entering service in 2015, the 
Trent XWB engines have flown more than five million hours and is regarded as the world’s most 
efficient large aero-engine. 

“With this we extend our relationship with Rolls-Royce and the Trent family of engines by adding the 
Trent XWB to a fleet that already includes the Trent 700, powering the Airbus A330s,” says Ramasia. 

 

https://africabusinesscommunities.com/news/south-african-airways-takes-delivery-of-first-new-
airbus-a350s-announces-leasing-two-more/ 

  

https://africabusinesscommunities.com/news/south-african-airways-takes-delivery-of-first-new-airbus-a350s-announces-leasing-two-more/
https://africabusinesscommunities.com/news/south-african-airways-takes-delivery-of-first-new-airbus-a350s-announces-leasing-two-more/
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S O U T H  A F R I C A N  A I R W A Y S  R E C E I V E S  F I R S T
A I R B U S  A 3 5 0

South African Airways has 
received the first of two Airbus 
A350-900s and have committed 
to an additional two to help 
replace their A340 fleet. 

The aircraft, MSN 226, is 1.3 
years old and was previously 
operated by Hainan Airlines, 
before being stored earlier in 
October. LATAM was originally 
meant to be the first owner of the 
aircraft, however plans fell 
through. 

South African Airways’ second 
A350, MSN 245, will also be an 

ex-Hainan Airlines frame and will be delivered to the airline shortly. 

Although painted in the South African Airways livery, following a visit to the paint shop in 
Singapore, the aircraft still wears registration B-304Z. Post delivery set up will see the 
aircraft registered as ZS-SDC. 

The additional two aircraft will be sub-leased from Air Mauritius, they will be delivered to 
South African Airways directly from Airbus’ Toulouse final assembly line and delivery 
centre. 

All four aircraft will be delivered over the next six weeks; with full operational capability 
ready for mid-December, subject to regulatory approval and training. The aircraft will be 
leased for a period of three years. 
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South African Airways will commence A350 operations on their Johannesburg – New York 
JFK route, replacing the A340-600. The flight will be operated on a non-stop basis and will 
be the beginning of multiple routes operated by A350-900s. 

Passengers have the choice of either Business or Economy seating, with the first six rows of 
Economy offering greater legroom. 

All 339 passengers will see a significant improvement in comfort, as a result of the A350s 
technologically advanced cabin and airframe structure. Business Class seats will have full lie-
flat capability and the entire cabin will be fitted with a modern entertainment system. 

Operating an all-Airbus fleet, consisting of mainly A330 and a340 widebodies, means South 
African Airways can train pilots for the A350 quite easily, thanks to Airbus’ commonality 
scheme. 

The Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines that power the aircraft, and the aerodynamic design, 
offer South African Airways an excellent range/payload performance on long-haul flights 
departing Johannesburg, which is a hot and high environment. 

Compared to the A340s, the A350-900 will see a 25 percent reduction in cash operating costs 
over a five year period. 

The introduction of the A350 will provide South African Airways significant savings in 
operating costs, generating a pathway to a transformation and financial stability. 

https://samchui.com/2019/11/02/south-african-airways-receives-first-airbus-a350/#.Xd-vXegzaM8 

South African Airways takes delivery of first A350
South African Airways today took delivery of the first of four new Airbus A350-900s, which 
improves the airline’s customer offering and commercial prospects. 

“We welcome the first A350 home on South African soil. The introduction of the A350s offers 
a new beginning for the airline and will contribute to the airline’s operational efficiencies, 
and get SAA back on track. It is an important step-change as we continue to make progress 

https://samchui.com/2019/11/02/south-african-airways-receives-first-airbus-a350/#.Xd-vXegzaM8
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to transform our business and return the airline to financial sustainability in the shortest time 
possible,” says Zuks Ramasia, SAA’s Acting CEO. 

The first aircraft arrived amidst much excitement with employees welcoming the new 
acquisition as the latest arrival to boost SAA’s fleet with modern, fuel-efficient aircraft, which 
presents a superior customer experience. 

The aircraft will operate on one of SAA’s ultra-long-haul routes between Johannesburg and 
New York’s John F Kennedy International Airport, replacing the Airbus A340-600 on this 
route and will still be operated on a nonstop basis. As additional aircraft are introduced, 
more routes will be operated by the Airbus A350-900s. 

Business and Economy Class customers will enjoy the quieter cabin, a more relaxing 
environment during flight. The Airbus A350-900 is configured with a maximum of 339 seats, 
of which 30 are Business Class seats and 309 are Economy Class seats, with the first six rows 
in Economy Class offering extra legroom to provide a more comfortable experience, 
especially on longer flights. The Business Class cabin has lie flat beds. 

South African Airways is set to receive four Airbus A350-900s over a period of six weeks, and 
all four are expected to operate commercially by mid-December following regulatory 
approvals and training. The airline will operate the aircraft for three years. 

The first two aircraft are nine months old and previously flew commercially with another 
carrier. Aircraft number two and three are scheduled for arrival during the first week of 
November and the fourth aircraft will arrive in early December. 

The last two aircraft are brand new and will be delivered to SAA directly from the Airbus 
factory in Toulouse, France. These two aircraft are sub-leased from Air Mauritius and will also 
fly with SAA for three years. 

The commonality and common type rating between the Airbus A350-900 XWB powered 
aircraft and the other Airbus aircraft in SAA’s fleet translate directly into cost saving for 
training pilots, crew, engineers and technicians as well as for spares inventory. 

The A350-900 XWB has excellent range/payload performance on long-haul flights departing 
from Johannesburg (the hot-and-high consideration). SAA will achieve approximately 25% 
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lower operating costs (cash) operating the A350-900 XWB, over a 5-year period, compared 
with some of its four-engine aircraft generation that has similar range and payload 
capabilities.  

South African Airways will achieve approximately 25% savings in fuel consumption and 
emissions. Besides lower operating costs, it will also reduce SAA’s exposure to South Africa’s 
recently imposed Carbon Tax because it is more environmentally friendly and help it achieves 
global emissions offset mechanism targets for international aviation requirements. 

SAA will also benefit from the approximately 40% lower cost for maintaining the A350-900 
XWB’s airframe over a 5-year period, that is, the aircraft excluding the engines, compared 
with some of its four-engine aircraft generation it will replace on the Johannesburg-New 
York-Johannesburg and other routes. 

The aircraft will be equipped with Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. Since entering service in 
2015, the Trent XWB engines have flown more than five million hours and is regarded as the 
world’s most efficient large aero-engine. 

“With this we extend our relationship with Rolls-Royce and the Trent family of engines by 
adding the Trent XWB to a fleet that already includes the Trent 700, powering the Airbus 
A330s,” says Ramasia. 

http://aviationtribune.com/airlines/africa/south-african-airways-takes-delivery-of-its-first-a350/ 
 
 
 
  

http://aviationtribune.com/airlines/africa/south-african-airways-takes-delivery-of-its-first-a350/
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2. ALS signs TotalCare Agreement

Rolls-Royce engine for Kenyas ALS
Posted 19 November 2019 

Rolls-Royce and ALS have signed an agreement for engine maintenance, 
repair and overhaul services for the Kenyan airline’s fleet of ten AE3007-
powered Embraer ERJ135 and ERJ145 aircraft. 

The agreement, which is for five years, will see Rolls-Royce provide the Nairobi-based 
specialist operator with its flagship TotalCare long-term aftercare service solution, which is 
designed to maximise aircraft availability. 

ALS CEO, Shakeel Khan, said: “At ALS we are proud 
to be a creative airline and place great importance 
on partnering with organisations that share our 
vision and ambitions. Our existing relationship 
with Rolls-Royce has been very positive and we are 
delighted to extend it by selecting TotalCare for 
engine servicing of our ERJ135 and ERJ145 
aircraft.” 

TotalCare is a long-term services agreement under which Rolls-Royce takes responsibility for 
engine maintenance. Fleets covered by TotalCare achieve better time-on-wing, and benefit 
from the global Rolls-Royce CareNetwork; a large, capable and competitive engine service 
network that caters for the needs of engines at every point in their lifecycle. 

“ALS is an exciting and diverse airline and we are thrilled to strengthen our relationship with 
its selection of TotalCare,” said Stewart Evans, Rolls-Royce, Vice President, Customers – 
Africa. “We are proud of the part we play in powering the ALS fleet and look forward to 
working closely with its team to deliver engine efficiency for their ERJ135 and ERJ145 aircraft, 
which will now be enhanced by this dedicated long-term care agreement.” 

TotalCare is the flagship integrated engine service cover provided by Rolls-Royce. It is designed for 
predictive maintenance planning, as well as off-wing repair and overhaul activities for operators of 
Rolls-Royce aero engines. TotalCare transfers both time-on-wing and maintenance cost risks back to 
Rolls-Royce, as well as offering advanced engine health monitoring and future product 
enhancements. 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-engine-for-kenya-s-als.html 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-engine-for-kenya-s-als.html


 

24 | 
 

 

Kenya’s ALS signs engine maintenance pact with Rolls-Royce 
November 20, 2019  

Nairobi Wilson Airport based aircraft lessor, Aviation Leasing Services ALS, yesterday 
entered an agreement that delegates to Rolls-Royce, engine maintenance for its fleet 
of Embraer regional aircraft. The agreement that will be valid for five years was 
signed yesterday in Dubai on the side-lines’ of the ongoing Dubai Airshow, one of 
the five major global aviation exhibitions. 

Under the agreement, ALS will receive comprehensive engine maintenance, repair 
and overhaul for its fleet of ten Rolls-Royce AE3007-powered Embraer ERJ135 and 
ERJ145 aircraft. The agreement falls under Rolls-Royce’s TotalCare long-term 
aftercare service solution. 

Mr Shakeel Khan, ALS’s chief executive says a major benefit from the package will be 
increased aircraft availability through an increase in engine time on wing. TotalCare is 
an integrated engine service cover provided by Rolls-Royce that is designed for 
predictive maintenance planning, as well as off-wing repair and overhaul activities for 
operators of Rolls-Royce aero engines. It transfers both time-on-wing and 
maintenance cost risks back to Rolls-Royce. 

The engine manufacturer says fleets covered by TotalCare achieve better time-on-
wing, and benefit from the global Rolls-Royce CareNetwork; a large engine service 
network that caters for the needs of engines at every point in their lifecycle. 

“We are proud of the part we play in powering the ALS fleet and look forward to 
working closely with its team to deliver engine efficiency for their ERJ135 and ERJ145 
aircraft, which will now be enhanced by this dedicated long-term care agreement,” 
said Stewart Evans, Rolls-Royce, Vice President, Customers – Africa. 

The Dubai Air Show which takes place once every two years opened on Sunday. 
Besides the Rolls-Royce deal, Ghana Airways placed an order for three Boeing 787-
900’s and six Dash 8- Q400’s for its national carrier. Meanwhile Air Senegal signed an 
MoU for eight Airbus A220-300 series. 

One of the leading manufacturers of civil and defence power plants, Rolls-Royce has 
customers in more than 150 countries, comprising more than 400 airlines and leasing 
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customers, 160 armed forces, 70 navies, and more than 5,000 power and nuclear 
customers. 

https://www.256businessnews.com/kenyas-als-signs-engine-maintenance-pact-with-rolls-
royce/ 

t	

 November 21, 2019 
in Aviation, Kenyan News 

Shakeel Khan, ALS CEO (left) with 
Taieb Ben Sghaier, Sales Director 
Rolls-Royce at the Dubai Airshow 

Kenyan Aircraft Leasing 
Service(ALS) has signed 
an agreement with Rolls-
Royce for engine 
maintenance, repair, and 
overhaul services. 

The five-year contract will see Rolls-Royce repair the fleet of up to 10 AE3007-powered 
aircraft under the TotalCare engine service. TotalCare engine service helps to maximize 
aircraft availability through a fixed charge per flying hour basis. 

https://www.256businessnews.com/kenyas-als-signs-engine-maintenance-pact-with-rolls-royce/
https://www.256businessnews.com/kenyas-als-signs-engine-maintenance-pact-with-rolls-royce/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/kenyan-airline-als-signs-5-year-totalcare-contract-with-rolls-royce/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/category/aviation/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/category/kenyan-news/
https://i2.wp.com/kenyanwallstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Rolls-Royce-and-ALS-at-DAS19-1.jpg?fit=1200%2C800&ssl=1
https://i2.wp.com/kenyanwallstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Rolls-Royce-and-ALS-at-DAS19-1.jpg?fit=1200%2C800&ssl=1
https://i2.wp.com/kenyanwallstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Rolls-Royce-and-ALS-at-DAS19-1.jpg?fit=1200%2C800&ssl=1
https://i2.wp.com/kenyanwallstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Rolls-Royce-and-ALS-at-DAS19-1.jpg?fit=1200%2C800&ssl=1
https://www.rolls-royce.com/media/our-stories/discover/2017/totalcare.aspx
https://i2.wp.com/kenyanwallstreet.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/Rolls-Royce-and-ALS-at-DAS19-1.jpg?fit=1200%2C800&ssl=1
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Shakeel	Khan	–	Aircraft	Leasing	Service	CEO	
	

Under the new repair service, the service company will take full responsibility for 
engine repair through its Global CareNetwork. For instance, the network allows clients 
to increase their wing time by catering for engine needs throughout their life cycle. 
Besides, TotalCare gathers massive amounts of data from the engines to allow for 
predictive maintenance plans. 
 
ALS is a Kenya regional airline based out of Wilson Airport that operates scheduled and 
charter passenger and cargo services regionally. 
 
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/kenyan-airline-als-signs-5-year-totalcare-contract-with-rolls-
royce/  
 
 

 

ALS selects Rolls-Royce 
TotalCare for engine servicing 

21 November 2019: ALS has signed an 
agreement with Rolls-Royce for engine 
maintenance, repair and overhaul services for 
the airline's fleet of AE3007-powered Embraer 
ERJ135 and ERJ145 aircraft, up to 10 in total. 

According to the five year agreement, Rolls- 
Royce will provide the Nairobi-based specialist 
operator with its flagship TotalCare long-term 
aftercare service solution, which is designed to 

maximise aircraft availability. 

ALS CEO, Mr Shakeel Khan said, "At ALS we are proud to be a creative airline and place great 
importance on partnering with organisations that share our vision and ambitions. Our existing 
relationship with Rolls-Royce has been very positive and we are delighted to extend it by 
selecting TotalCare for engine servicing of our ERJ135 and ERJ145 aircraft." 

"ALS is an exciting and diverse airline and we are thrilled to strengthen our relationship with its 
selection of TotalCare," said Stewart Evans, Rolls-Royce, Vice President, Customers - Africa. 
"We are proud of the part we play in powering the ALS fleet and look forward to working closely 
with its team to deliver engine efficiency for their ERJ135 and ERJ145 aircraft, which will now be 
enhanced by this dedicated long-term care agreement." 

https://www.mrobusinesstoday.com/als-selects-rollsroyce-totalcare-for-engine-servicing 
 
 
 
 

https://kenyanwallstreet.com/kenyan-airline-als-signs-5-year-totalcare-contract-with-rolls-royce/
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/kenyan-airline-als-signs-5-year-totalcare-contract-with-rolls-royce/
https://www.mrobusinesstoday.com/als-selects-rollsroyce-totalcare-for-engine-servicing
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https://samrack.com/kenyan-airline-als-signs-5-year-totalcare-contract-with-rolls-royce/ 

https://samrack.com/kenyan-airline-als-signs-5-year-totalcare-contract-with-rolls-royce/
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3. Emirates Deal at Dubai Airshow

Airbus Secures $30 Billion in New Orders for Planes
Airbus has secured $30 billion in new orders for planes from airlines based in the 
United Arab Emirates. This happened at the ongoing Dubai Airshow. 

Emirates Airline ordered 50 A350s from Airbus. The Airbus A350 aircraft is powered by 
the Rolls Royce Trent XWB engines. The Trent WXB, widely considered the world’s most 
efficient aero engine, has achieved more than five million flying hours in service with 29 
operators flying to 130 destinations. 

The new aircrafts will be in addition to their fleet that already consists of the Airbus 
A380 and Boeing 777. Additionally, Airbus received an order for 120 planes in its A320 
Neo family from a low-cost carrier, Air Arabia. The order was worth $14 billion. 
“Today, we are pleased to sign a firm order for 50 A350 XWBs,” said Ahmed bin Saeed 
Al Maktoum, Emirates CEO. He added that the new aircraft would give the airline added 
operational flexibility in terms of capacity, range and deployment. 

Earlier in February this year, Emirates Airline had placed an order for 30 A350s and 40 
A330Neos. The deal was initially worth $16 billion at list prices. 

Emirates is an airline based in Garhoud, Dubai, United Arab Emirates. The airline is 
a subsidiary of The Emirates Group. The government of Dubai’s Investment Corporation 
of Dubai owns the airline. It is the largest airline in the Middle East, operating over 
3,600 flights per week from its hub at Dubai International Airport. The airline flies to 
more than 150 cities in 80 countries across six continents. 

Emirates is also the world’s fourth-largest airline by scheduled revenue passenger-
kilometres flown. Furthermore, it is the second-largest in terms of freight tonne-
kilometres flown. 

On the other hand, Airbus is a European multinational aerospace corporation that stood 
as the world’s second-biggest aerospace and defence company in 2018. It also designs, 
manufactures and sells civil and military aerospace products worldwide. It also 
manufactures aircraft in the European Union and various other countries. 

https://kenyanwallstreet.com/airbus-secures-30-billion-in-new-orders-for-planes/ 

https://www.airarabia.com/en
https://kenyanwallstreet.com/airbus-secures-30-billion-in-new-orders-for-planes/
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Emirates places order for 50 A350 	XWB
$16 billion deal	

By Our	Correspondent 

November 18, 2019: At the Dubai Airshow 2019, Emirates announced a firm order for 50 A350-900 XWB 
aircraft worth $16 billion (Dh58.7 billion) at list prices. The deal was signed between Sheikh Ahmed Bin 
Saeed Al Maktoum, Emirates chairman and chief executive; and Guillaume Faury, CEO from Airbus. 

The A350 XWB powered by Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines is expected to join Emirates fleet in May 2023 
and will continue until 2028. This purchase agreement replaces the heads of agreement signed in 
February where Emirates announced its intent to purchase 30 A350s and 40 A330Neos. Emirates even 
slashed its order for the A380 double-decker by 39 planes to 123. Fewer than 10 of the superjumbos 
remain to be delivered. 

Al Maktoum said, "Complementing our A380s and 777s, the A350s will give us added operational 
flexibility in terms of capacity, range and deployment. In effect, we are strengthening our business model 
to provide efficient and comfortable air transport services to, and through, our Dubai hub." 

"We are honoured by Emirates' strong vote of confidence in our newest widebody aircraft, taking our 
partnership to the next level. The A350 will bring unbeatable economics and environmental benefits to 
their fleet," said Faury. 

The A350 will enable Emirates to serve long-haul missions of up to 15 hours of flying time from Dubai. 
Emirates currently operates an all wide-body fleet of efficient and modern aircraft, comprising the iconic 
A380 and the popular B777. 

The announcement comes as the biggest long-haul airline grapples with a slowing regional economy and 
an early end to the production of the A380 superjumbo, of which it’s the biggest operator. 

https://www.logupdateafrica.com/emirates-places-order-for-50-a350-xwbs-a-16-billion-deal-
aviation 

https://www.logupdateafrica.com/emirates-places-order-for-50-a350-xwbs-a-16-billion-deal-aviation
https://www.logupdateafrica.com/emirates-places-order-for-50-a350-xwbs-a-16-billion-deal-aviation
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Emirates Confirms Order Of Rolls-Royce Trent XWB Engines 
To Power New Fleet Of Airbus A350 Aircraft 

Emirates has today confirmed 
an order for 50 A350-900 
aircraft powered by Trent 
XWB engines. 

As it approaches five years in 
service, the Trent XWB, the 
world’s most efficient large 
aero engine, has now 
achieved more than five 

million flying hours in service with 29 operators flying to 130 destinations 
and demonstrated an excellent dispatch reliability of 99.9 per cent. 

This is the Power of Trent – a family of seven engines, which have completed 
more than 140 million flying hours since the very first engine, a Trent 700, 
went into service in 1995. 

HH Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed Al Maktoum, Emirates Chairman and Chief 
Executive said: “Today, we are pleased to sign a firm order for 50 A350 
XWBs, powered by Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. This follows a thorough 
review of various aircraft options and of our own fleet plans. It is Emirates’ 
long-standing strategy to invest in modern and efficient aircraft, and we are 
confident in the performance of the A350 XWB. 

“Complementing our A380s and 777s, the A350s will give us added 
operational flexibility in terms of capacity, range and deployment. In effect, 
we are strengthening our business model to provide efficient and comfortable 
air transport services to, and through, our Dubai hub.” 

Sheikh Ahmed added: “This US$ 16 billion deal reflects our confidence in the 
future of the UAE’s aviation sector, and is a strong affirmation of Dubai’s 
strategy to be a global nexus connected to cities, communities and 
economies via a world-class and modern aviation sector.” 
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Chris Cholerton, Rolls-Royce, President – Civil Aerospace, said: “We are very 
proud that Emirates has chosen to enhance its fleet with the A350-900 
powered by our Trent XWB. 

“We appreciate the trust placed in us by Emirates, which reflects the 
confidence they have in the performance of this engine. 

“We look forward to this order further enhancing our partnership for decades 
to come.” 

Rolls-Royce’s relationship with Emirates began in 1996 with selection of Trent 
power and this Trent XWB will be the fourth member of the Trent family to 
operate in their fleet. 

http://africazine.com/emirates-confirms-order-of-rolls-royce-trent-xwb-engines-to-power-
new-fleet-of-airbus-a350-aircraft/  

raft	
Airbus and Emirates have signed a purchase agreement for 50 A350-900s – Airbus’ newest 
generation widebody aircraft. 

The order was signed at Dubai Airshow 2019 by His Highness Sheikh Ahmed bin Saeed 
Al Maktoum and Guillaume Faury, Airbus Chief Executive Officer. 

HH Sheikh Ahmed said:  “Today, we are pleased to sign a firm order for 50 A350 XWBs, 
powered by Rolls-Royce Trent XWB engines. This follows a thorough review of various 
aircraft options and of our own fleet plans. It is Emirates’ long-standing strategy to invest in 
modern and efficient aircraft, and we are confident in the performance of the A350 XWB. 

“Complementing our A380s and 777s, the A350s will give us added operational flexibility in 
terms of capacity, range and deployment. In effect, we are strengthening our business model 
to provide efficient and comfortable air transport services to, and through, our Dubai hub.” 

http://africazine.com/emirates-confirms-order-of-rolls-royce-trent-xwb-engines-to-power-new-fleet-of-airbus-a350-aircraft/
http://africazine.com/emirates-confirms-order-of-rolls-royce-trent-xwb-engines-to-power-new-fleet-of-airbus-a350-aircraft/
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Sheikh Ahmed added:  “This deal reflects our confidence in the future of the UAE’s aviation 
sector, and is a strong affirmation of Dubai’s strategy to be a global nexus connected to 
cities, communities and economies via a world-class and modern aviation sector.” 

“We are honoured by Emirates’ strong vote of confidence in our newest widebody aircraft, 
taking our partnership to the next level. The A350 will bring unbeatable economics and 
environmental benefits to their fleet,” said Guillaume Faury, Airbus Chief Executive 
Officer. “We look forward to seeing the A350 flying in Emirates colours!” 

http://aviationtribune.com/airlines/middle-east/emirates-orders-50-a350xwb/ 

4. Dubai AirShow

Boeing Co won fresh support for its grounded 737 MAX at the Dubai Airshow 
on Tuesday as airlines laid out plans to buy up to 50 of the jets worth $6 billion 
at list prices, a day after securing the first firm order since a safety ban in 
March. 

Kazakhstan flag carrier Air Astana said it had signed a letter of intent to order 
30 Boeing 737 MAX 8 jets for its recently launched FlyArystan low-cost 
subsidiary. 

Such draft deals can take time to turn into final contracts but the signing gave 
embattled Boeing a public boost as it faces concerns over increased 
regulatory scrutiny following two fatal accidents that led to the eight-month-old 
grounding. 

http://aviationtribune.com/airlines/middle-east/emirates-orders-50-a350xwb/
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“We are confident in Boeing’s professionalism to overcome interim technical 
difficulties,” Air Astana Chief Planning Officer Alma Aliguzhinova told reporters 
when asked about the decision to back the MAX. 

But the U.S. planemaker’s chances of finalising a separate deal for 40 787 
Dreamliners at the show hung in the balance as delegates reported tough 
negotiations with host carrier Emirates and official state business slowed. 

The United Arab Emirates declared three days of mourning late on Monday 
following the death of the president’s representative and brother, Sheikh 
Khalifa bin Zayed al-Nahyan. 

Local radio stations cancelled their planned programming in line with traditions 
when the country is in mourning and no music was being played at the air 
show on Tuesday. 

However, Emirates late on Tuesday scheduled an air show news conference 
for 0700 GMT on Wednesday. No further details were immediately available. 

Global regulators halted commercial flights of Boeing’s popular 737 MAX jet in 
March after two fatal accidents. 

Plans for the jet’s return to commercial service have been pushed back to 
early 2020 as Boeing finalises software and training revisions that need 
regulatory approval. 

Air Astana intends to hold 15 of the proposed Boeing 737 MAX aircraft directly 
and may finance the rest through a lease transaction, Aliguzhinova said, 
adding that it would not change the composition of its main fleet including 
Airbus jets. 

Separately, an unnamed airline signed a firm order for 10 Boeing 737 MAX 7s 
and 10 Boeing MAX 10 jets, a person familiar with the matter said. 

AFRICA GROWTH 

Elsewhere at the largest Middle East air event, Saudi budget airline Flynas 
agreed to buy 10 long-range A321XLR jets after Reuters reported it aimed to 
expand its Airbus fleet. 

In deals involving Africa, which is trying to liberalise its skies to win back 
regional traffic from Middle East carriers, Airbus unveiled a provisional order 
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for eight of its small A220 jets from Air Senegal, while Ghana’s government 
provisionally ordered three Boeing 787 to help set up a new home-based 
carrier. 

Leasing giant GECAS confirmed a new order for 25 Airbus planes including 
12 A330neo, first reported by Reuters, as well as plans to convert another 
seven aircraft to a different model. 

The order involves a potentially key endorsement for the Rolls-Royce-
powered A330neo from the affiliate of a rival engine maker, and continues the 
diversification of GECAS’s portfolio from mainly General Electric Co engines 
under a recently renewed management. 

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001350321/sales-of-grounded-boeing-737-max-
gather-pace-at-dubai-airshow  

5. EVTOL 
 

 

 

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001350321/sales-of-grounded-boeing-737-max-gather-pace-at-dubai-airshow
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/article/2001350321/sales-of-grounded-boeing-737-max-gather-pace-at-dubai-airshow
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6. Bloodhound 
 

 

Bloodhound Land Speed Record, UK and South 
Africa 
Name of the Project:  Bloodhound Land Speed Record (LSR). 

Location : UK, and South Africa's Northern Cape province. 

Project Owner/s : Grafton LSR. 

Project Description 

The project involves the construction of, possibly, the world’s fastest car. 

The Bloodhound LSR car is an amalgamation of car and aircraft technology, with the front half being 
a carbon-fibre monocoque, similar to that of a racing car, and the back half being a metallic frame, 
with panels like those of an aircraft. It is expected to reach a speed of more than 1 600 km/h. 

The car, which is 13.5 m long and weighs 5.5 t, is powered by a Rolls-Royce EJ200 jet engine and will 
eventually include a Nammo rocket.  The car will have two front wheels mounted within the body 
and two rear wheels mounted externally within the wheel fairings. The metal wheels are designed to 
rotate 170 times a second. 

The front of the car is made from carbon fibre, while the rear is made from aerospace-grade 
aluminium and other composites to support the engine and, eventually, the rocket. 

Capital Expenditure : R515-million. 

Planned Start/End Date 

The Bloodhound team announced in May 2018 that it expected to race in South Africa in 2019, 
slowly ramping up to tackle the 1 600 km/h record in October or November. 

 

Latest Developments 

The Bloodhound Land Speed Record team achieved the car’s highest speed yet on the Hakskeenpan 
desert racetrack, in the Northern Cape, on October 28, clocking 334 mph, or 537 km/h. 
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Bloodhound driver Andy Green said the maximum speed was reached going from 50 mph to 300 
mph in 13 seconds. 

The team has, so far, completed three run profiles, starting at 100 mph, building to 200 mph at 
Newquay in 2017, and reaching 334 mph in the third run profile. 

The car’s EJ200 jet engine ran with full reheat, or afterburner, for 12 seconds, which demonstrated 
that it was in full working order. 

“Run profile three marked the true beginning of the high-speed test programme, as all systems 
necessary for running with reheat have now been tested. The car’s speed will be built up in 50 mph 
increments over subsequent run profiles, which will be carried out over the next four weeks,” the 
Bloodhound team said in a statement. 

The first run profile involved a static engine test, followed by a slow speed to check steering and 
brakes, while the second run profile involved max dry power – power without extra fuel or reheat – 
on the engine and then a coast-down to establish rolling resistance. 

The team is targeting a top speed above 500 mph for this testing programme. Ultimately, the team 
wants to break the world land speed record that is currently 763 mph, or 1 227 km/h, and held by 
Thrust SSC. The record was set in 1997 by a UK team led by Richard Noble and driven by Green. 

Bloodhound said the first few runs in Hakskeenpan have proved the surface is consistently firm, 
albeit with a slight soft crust in some areas. This flakes away to leave a solid surface to run the car. 
The V-shaped wheel profiles leave a shallow 50-mm-wide groove in the desert surface. 

Key Contracts and Suppliers 

Castrol (lubricants, brake and hydraulic fluids), Poynting (antennas). 

On Budget and on Time? 

Project Bloodhound is again active under new ownership, after having been briefly halted, owing to 
a lack of funds. 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/login.php?url=/article/bloodhound-land-speed-record-uk-and-
south-africa-2019-11-01/searchString:Rolls-Royce 

 

 

  

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/login.php?url=/article/bloodhound-land-speed-record-uk-and-south-africa-2019-11-01/searchString:Rolls-Royce
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/login.php?url=/article/bloodhound-land-speed-record-uk-and-south-africa-2019-11-01/searchString:Rolls-Royce
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7. Trent 700 certified to power Buluga XL Transporter 

 

Rolls-Royce Trent 700 certified to power new Airbus 
BelugaXL Transporter 
 
Posted 15 November 2019 · 
 
The Rolls-Royce Trent 700 engine has received certification to power the 
new Airbus BelugaXL air transporter. 

The certificate, awarded by the European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA), marks another 
milestone for an engine that has been a leading member of the Trent family for almost 25 
years. 
 
The Trent 700 has established itself as the clear engine of choice for the Airbus A330, the 
basis of the BelugaXL design, which has enjoyed a 90 per cent market share over the last 
four years. 
 
Adair Swan, Rolls-Royce, Trent 700 programme director, Civil Aerospace, said: “Certification 
marks another milestone in an incredible Trent 700 journey that is an integral part of the 
Trent success story. We are very proud that the Trent 700 will power what will be a deeply-
loved aircraft, supporting the delivery of parts to Airbus’ assembly lines across Europe.” 
 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-trent-700-certified-to-power-new-airbus-belugaxl-
transporter.html 

 

  

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-trent-700-certified-to-power-new-airbus-belugaxl-transporter.html
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-trent-700-certified-to-power-new-airbus-belugaxl-transporter.html
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8. Siemens Deal Completion 
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9. Pearl 15 
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10. AFRAA AGA Africa Skies special feature 
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Sub-Sahara Africa  
Coverage Report – December 2019 

 
 
 

Upcoming Media: 

1. The East African newspaper – feature article on the electrification of flight 

2. Bloodhound testing in South Africa  

3. Daily Maverick (South Africa) – Interview request (Ryan Goodnight) 

4. Rwandair delivery of A330neo and TotalCare Agreement - TBC 

 

Rolls-Royce Coverage 

Contents: 

1. Air Senegal receives second A330neo 

2. ACCEL and Electrical Aircraft 

3. Global Engine Overhaul Network 

4. Beluga  

5. Dubai: Emirates Deal 

6. Bloodhound 

7. SFO  

8. Horizon X 

9. Defence 

a. Ethiopian Air Force to undergo fleet renewal 

b. Ethiopian Air Force operating G120TP trainers 

c. Botswana police order three Enstrom 480B helicopters 

10. Power Systems 

a. Contract of cooperation with 2G Energy 
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1.   Air Senegal receives second A330 neo 
 

 

Air Senegal receives second A330neo 
Written by defenceWeb - 

6th Dec 2019 

An Air Senegal A330neo. 
Air Senegal has taken delivery of its 
second Airbus A330neo airliner, nine 
months after the first arrived in West 
Africa. 
 
The second aircraft was delivered on 4 
December. Upon arrival at Dakar 
Airport, it was received by President 
Macky Sall and a celebratory 
delegation. 
 

The aircraft is powered by Rolls-Royce Trent 7000 engines. 
 
George Abou Nasr, VP Customers Rolls-Royce said in his speech, “We congratulate 
President Macky and Air Senegal on the delivery of their second A330neo, powered by 
Rolls Royce engines. Rolls-Royce looks forward to supporting Air Senegal, an important 
partner, as it continues to grow.” 
Air Senegal received its first A330neo on 8 March, becoming the first African airline to 
get the -900neo model. 
 
The aircraft is fitted with a three-class cabin comprising 32 Business class, 21 Premium 
Plus and 237 Economy class seats. 
 
Airbus said the A330neo features A350 XWB technology, giving lower fuel burn than 
previous models. 
 
Air Senegal was launched in 2016 and began operations in 2018 with A319-100s and 
ATR 72-600s. The carrier flies to 12 destinations and will add two new routes by mid-
December with the new A330neos. 
Air Senegal plans to acquire eight A220 aircraft from Airbus to consolidate its fleet. 
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/air-senegal-receives-second-a330neo/ 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/civil-aviation/air-senegal-receives-second-a330neo/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/wp-content/uploads/aerospace/civil-aviation/Air_Senegal_A330neo.jpg
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2.   ACCEL 
 

 

Rolls-Royce unveils all-electric plane 
Posted 20 December 2019 ·  

Rolls-Royce’s ambitions to build 
the world’s fastest all-electric 
aircraft have taken a step forward 
with the unveiling of the plane at 
Gloucestershire Airport, UK. 
 
 Work will now begin on integrating the 
ground-breaking electrical propulsion 
system to enable the zero-emissions 
plane to make a run for the record 
books with a target speed of 300+ MPH 

(480+ KMH) in late Spring 2020. 
 
The plane is part of a Rolls-Royce initiative called ACCEL – short for “Accelerating the 
Electrification of Flight” and is a key part of Rolls-Royce’s strategy to champion 
electrification. The project involves a host of partners including electric motor and controller 
manufacturer YASA and the aviation start- up Electroflight. Half of the project’s funding is 
provided by the Aerospace Technology Institute (ATI), in partnership with the Department 
for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy and Innovate UK 
Business Minister Nadhim Zahawi said: “The UK has a proud heritage and enviable 
worldwide reputation for advances in aviation technology. The electrification of flight has the 
potential to revolutionise the way we travel and transform aviation for decades to come – 
ensuring we can travel worldwide while maintaining a low carbon footprint. Backed by 
Government funding, Rolls-Royce is pushing the boundaries even further, and this new 
innovation could become the fastest electric plane ever.” 
 
Rob Watson, director of Rolls-Royce Electrical said: “Building the world’s fastest all-electric 
aircraft is nothing less than a revolutionary step change in aviation and we are delighted to 
unveil the ACCEL project plane. This is not only an important step towards the world-record 
attempt but will also help to develop Rolls-Royce’s capabilities and ensure that we are at the 
forefront of developing technology that can play a fundamental role in enabling the transition 
to a low carbon global economy.” 
 
The ionBird test airframe, named after the electrical technology propelling the aircraft, was 
also unveiled. The ionBird will be used to test the propulsion system before it is fully 
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integrated into the plane. Planned tests over the next couple of months include running the 
propulsion system up to full power as well as key airworthiness checks.  
“The ATI is proud to partner with Rolls-Royce on the ACCEL programme because we believe 
it will lead to exciting new developments in electric propulsion. One of the priorities of the 
ATI is looking at how aviation can be more sustainable, and ACCEL will be a critical step in 
our understanding of how electric propulsion fits into that broader aspiration for the UK 
aerospace sector,” said Gary Elliott, CEO of the Aerospace Technology Institute. “We are 
also excited about the way it establishes a new and innovative supply chain, bringing 
together the best of the UK that includes cross-sector expertise, start-up energy and critical 
domain leadership.” 
https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-unveils-all-electric-plane.html 

 

 

 

https://www.africanaerospace.aero/rolls-royce-unveils-all-electric-plane.html
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3.   Global Engine Overhaul Network 
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4.   Beluga 
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5.   Dubai – Emirates Deal 
 

 

 

6.   Bloodhound 
 

 

Revving up to a new speed record in the Kalahari 
1 

The “Bloodhound” is gearing up to try to break the current land speed record … in a 
deserted location named ‘Hakskeen Pan’. 

A loud hiss rips through the stillness of southern Africa’s Kalahari Desert. 
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It sounds like a fighter jet flying low over the Hakskeen Pan, an isolated dry lake bed in 
South Africa’s Northern Cape province, near the Namibian border. 

Then a thick cloud of sand appears on the horizon, growing steadily as it draws near. 

The jet-propelled British Bloodhound LSR (Land 
Speed Record) car drives at about 900km/h, on 
November 15, 2019, during preliminary tests at 
Hakskeenpan in the Northern Cape Province. – 
Bloodhound LSR is a UK-based endeavour to set a 
new land speed record. The car is a combination of 
a Formula 1 car, a fighter jet and a spaceship. It is 
currently using a Rolls Royce EJ200 jet engine, 
normally found on a Eurofighter Typhoon jet, that 
produces a peak thrust of 9 tons. In order to break 

the record, the car will later be equipped with a brand new hybrid propulsion rocket engine. 
At full design speed, the prototype could reach 1,000 mph. 

 
The team just achieved its first test campaign, on a 16km long race track, in the Kalahari 
desert on a dry lakebed, with the car reaching a maximum speed of 628 mph, (1,010 kmh). 
After analysing all the data gathered during those test runs, the teams plans to go back mid 
2021 to try break the current land speed record. (Photo by RODGER BOSCH / AFP) 

In the blink of an eye, a racing car shoots by with a deafening screech and pelts towards the 
opposite end of the salt pan. 

The “Bloodhound” is gearing up to try to break the current land speed record, which stands 
at 760 miles per hour (1,223.657 km/h). 

There’s still a way to go before the super racer is ready for that attempt, but today driver 
Andy Green is pleased. 

Andy Green, the driver, gets into the jet-propelled 
British Bloodhound LSR (Land Speed Record) car 
for a high-speed run on November 14, 2019, during 
preliminary tests at Hakskeenpan in the Northern 
Cape Province. – Bloodhound LSR is a UK-based 
endeavour to set a new land speed record. The car 
is a combination of a Formula 1 car, a fighter jet and 
a spaceship. It is currently using a Rolls Royce 
EJ200 jet engine, normally found on a Eurofighter 
Typhoon jet, that produces a peak thrust of 9 tons. 
In order to break the record, the car will later be 

equipped with a brand new hybrid propulsion rocket engine. 

The team just achieved its first test campaign, on a 16km long race track, in the Kalahari 
desert on a dry lakebed, with the car reaching a maximum speed of 628 mph, (1,010 kmh). 
After analysing all the data gathered during those test runs, the teams plans to go back mid 
2021 to try break the current land speed record. (Photo by RODGER BOSCH / AFP) 
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“We have reached 904 km/h (561.72 mph),” he says, beaming as he lifts himself out of the 
cockpit, helmet in hand. 

“First thing in the morning, plenty of thrust, nice calm wind, so the car ran absolutely 
straight.” 

The British-built Bloodhound stands sleekly behind him, dust still hovering in its wake. 

The white parachute that helps it brake lies crumpled on the cracked ochre soil. 

“Good parachute deployment,” adds the Briton, as the vehicle is towed into a large air-
conditioned tent nearby. 

“That’s pretty much the perfect run,” he says. 

The Bloodhound was designed exclusively for speed — the team hopes, if possible, to get 
up to 1,000 mph. 

The vehicle resembles a wingless jet on aluminium wheels, with a long white body topped by 
an engine and a stabiliser. 

Its design is miles ahead of the bullet-shaped electric car in which French aristocrat Gaston 
de Chasseloup-Laubat set the first land speed record on December 18, 1898 — pushing the 
vehicle’s spoke wheels to 63.15 km/h. 

“You can call it that, a jet engine with wheels, but it’s far more sophisticated than that,” said 
Stuart Edmondson, head of Bloodhound operations. 

Chief engineer Mark Chapman described the racer as “part Formula 1” and “part jet fighter”. 

“The car, as it is a car, has a steering wheel, has a throttle pedal, has a brake pedal,” he told 
AFP. 

The engine, built by Rolls Royce, once powered a Royal Air Force (RAF) Eurofighter 
Typhoon fighter jet. 

A technician plugs a fuel hose into the jet-propelled 
British Bloodhound LSR (Land Speed Record) car, 
on November 15, 2019, during preliminary tests at 
Hakskeenpan in the Northern Cape Province. – 
Bloodhound LSR is a UK-based endeavour to set a 
new land speed record. The car is a combination of 
a Formula 1 car, a fighter jet and a spaceship. It is 
currently using a Rolls Royce EJ200 jet engine, 
normally found on a Eurofighter Typhoon jet, that 
produces a peak thrust of 9 tons. In order to break 

the record, the car will later be equipped with a brand new hybrid propulsion rocket engine. 
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At full design speed, the prototype could reach 1,000 mph. 

It was recycled from three decommissioned versions of the Typhoon’s engine, released by 
Britain’s defence ministry, “without the handbooks”, chuckles a Bloodhound team member. 

“It’s a car designed to go at 1,600 km/h,” said Chapman, adding that at top speed it would be 
almost 400 kph faster than a Typhoon at the same altitude. 

“The big issues were aerodynamics, keeping it on the ground,” he said. 

“You don’t want it to be a plane.” 

As the engine’s nine tons of thrust are still unable to break the sound barrier, Chapman and 
his team plan to give it a boost with… a rocket engine. 

Green is not intimidated by the prospect. The 57-year RAF pilot has held the current land 
speed record since 1997. 

“It’s a very different sensation,” to flying a fighter jet, Green told AFP. “A very different 
environment… (and) vehicle.” 

But the skills and the “second by second” decisions needed to stay in control are like flying a 
jet fighter “at the limits of its performance”, he added. 

Green said the main difficulty was keeping the land vehicle steady. 

“The car starts to move around at about 300 kph, at 350 kph it starts to almost skate on the 
surface,” he said. 

“It’s like driving on hard packed snow in a normal car.” 

At such high speed, the slightest mistake or technical glitch can be fatal. 

Andy Green, the driver, walks on the test-track to 
do a run of the jet-propelled British Bloodhound 
LSR (Land Speed Record) car(not visible) on 
November 14, 2019, during preliminary tests at 
Hakskeenpan in the Northern Cape Province. – 
Bloodhound LSR is a UK-based endeavour to set 
a new land speed record. The car is a combination 
of a Formula 1 car, a fighter jet and a spaceship. It 
is currently using a Rolls Royce EJ200 jet engine, 

normally found on a Eurofighter Typhoon jet, that produces a peak thrust of 9 tons. In order 
to break the record, the car will later be equipped with a brand new hybrid propulsion rocket 
engine. 
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After analysing all the data gathered during those test runs, the teams plans to go back mid 
2021 to try break the current land speed record. (Photo by RODGER BOSCH / AFP) 

In August, the American professional racer Jessi Combs was killed during a test-run for a 
land-speed record attempt in Oregon’s Alvord Desert in the United States. 

In the Kalahari, safety is managed by the Bloodhound team’s only female member, Jessica 
Kinsman. 

The 39-year-old air traffic controller makes sure to minimise any source of danger along the 
16 km (9.9-mile) desert track. 

Nothing escapes her eagle eyes, be it the wind factor, obstacles or a slight anomaly in the 
vehicle’s motion. 

“Here, it’s almost an airfield, there is a runway, there is an aircraft, more or less,” said 
Kinsman comparing the car to a plane, from her viewpoint overlooking the desert in the 
elevated glass-faced control station. 

“We have the final say on a number of things,” she added, with a smile. 

Meanwhile, a man discreetly oversees the mechanics as the team busies itself around the 
Bloodhound in the cool-aired tent. 

Ian Warhurst is the racer’s proud owner. 

He saved the failing project last year by buying the Bloodhound, which was on the verge of 
being dismantled and sold as spare parts. 

“I have certainly spent sums of seven figures (in pounds) to get here,” Warhurst told AFP. 

Ex-owner of a turbocharger manufacturer in Britain, he said that amount was “nothing” 
compared to money “you need to spend for projects like, say, Formula 1 teams”. 

Warhurst, 50, who retired last year after making his fortune, defended his new carbon-
intensive hobby as a source of “inspiration”. 

Breaking the record “would obviously be an amazing thing”, he said. 

“But it’s the journey to get there that is really exciting.” 

And he said that he hoped the team’s work would inspire others to advance new 
technologies, especially in becoming carbon neutral. 

“So if we can help to inspire engineers to do that, then we’re doing our part,” Warhurst said. 

The millionaire said that he hoped the tests in South Africa would help attract other 
investors. 
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This desert tryout, which took place between late October and mid-November, has seen the 
Bloodhound’s speedometer needle creep up to 1,010 kph. 

The car is now headed back to its home base in Britain for more tweaking and the new 
rocket engine, before its expected return to the Kalahari by mid-2021 for another attempt. 

Green is already excited at the thought. 

“I’m very confident there is nothing on the planet with the capability that Bloodhound car 
has,” he said. 

“I’m confident we are going to break the record.” 

https://citizen.co.za/motoring/motoring-motorsport-motoring/2217352/revving-up-to-a-new-
speed-record-in-the-kalahari/ 

 

Preparation work on world land speed record 
Bloodhound car begins 
4TH DECEMBER 2019 
 
BY: MARLENY ARNOLDI 
CREAMER MEDIA ONLINE WRITER 

Although the high-speed testing of the Bloodhound Land Speed Record (LSR) car has 
been a resounding success, the “real work” would begin only now, the team said in a 
statement on Wednesday. 
 
The Bloodhound team is currently raising the necessary capital to move into the final 
phase of its programme of attempting a new world land speed record in 12 to 18 
months’ time. 
 
Now that high-speed tests at Hakskeenpan, in South Africa’s Northern Cape, have been 
completed, the Bloodhound LSR car is being shipped back to the UK where it will be 
reassembled into 'desert spec' configuration. The team expects the car to arrive early in 
January, and it will then be reassembled at SGS Berkeley Green University Technical 
College, in Gloucestershire. 
 

https://citizen.co.za/motoring/motoring-motorsport-motoring/2217352/revving-up-to-a-new-speed-record-in-the-kalahari/
https://citizen.co.za/motoring/motoring-motorsport-motoring/2217352/revving-up-to-a-new-speed-record-in-the-kalahari/
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/author.php?u_id=1184
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To set a new world land speed record, the Bloodhound LSR team needs to fit a rocket 
on the car. 
 
Norwegian aerospace expert Nammo is developing a monopropellant rocket as part of a 
European Space Agency research and development programme, which will be the 
perfect fit for the Bloodhound LSR car, slotting easily into the vacant tunnel beneath 
the EJ200 jet engine. 
 
The new rocket will use concentrated hydrogen peroxide which, when passed through a 
catalyst, decomposes into water and oxygen, while generating the thrust needed to blast 
Bloodhound LSR into the record books. 
 
In its latest run, at a 16-km-long track at Hakskeenpan, the car reached a maximum 
speed of 1 010 km/h; however, the team’s focus was not on reaching a certain speed, 
but rather on testing the car in the desert conditions. 
At the formal land speed record attempt, the Bloodhound will use three power plants: 
the current Rolls-Royce EJ200 jet from a Eurofighter Typhoon, a cluster of Nammo 
hybrid rockets, and a 550 bhp supercharged Jaguar V8 engine that drives the rocket 
oxidiser pump. 
 
Between them they will generate 135 000 thrust horsepower, equivalent to 180 
Formula 1 cars. 
 
The current world land speed record is 1 227.9 km/h, set by another UK team called 
Thrust SSC, which was led by Richard Noble, in a car driven by current Bloodhound 
LSR driver Andy Green. 
 
The Bloodhound LSR team aims to set the world land speed record at 1 600 km/h – 
fast enough to outsprint a bullet.  
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/preparation-work-on-world-land-speed-record-
bloodhound-car-begins-2019-12-04/searchString:rolls-royce 

 

 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/preparation-work-on-world-land-speed-record-bloodhound-car-begins-2019-12-04/searchString:rolls-royce
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/preparation-work-on-world-land-speed-record-bloodhound-car-begins-2019-12-04/searchString:rolls-royce
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Bloodhound chief engineer on heat, dust and 
record-breaking dream 
13TH DECEMBER 2019 
 
BY: IRMA VENTER 
CREAMER MEDIA SENIOR DEPUTY EDITOR 

Dusty Hakskeenpan, in the Kalahari desert, is not exactly the place one 
expects a bunch of Brits to hang around during a hot African summer. It is 
260 km from the nearest big town – Upington – and average daytime 
temperatures hover somewhere in the midthirties, if not higher. 
 
But the men and women who started to descend on one of the world’s flattest surfaces 
from October onwards were not ordinary tourists. They were here as part of a hunt to 
set a new land-speed record. 

 

The current record is a blistering 1 227.9 km/h, notched up in 1997 by another UK 
team, led by Richard Noble, in a car driven by Andy Green. 
Jump 22 years into the future and the aim is a mind-boggling 1 600 km/h – fast 
enough to outsprint a bullet. 

  

Achieving this speed was not on the cards for 2019. The year’s activities at 
Hakskeenpan’s 16-km-long-track – wrapping up at the end of November – were all 
about gathering information, testing equipment and getting a feel for how the 
Bloodhound supersonic car interacted with the desert surface and the climate, 
managing a very respectable maximum speed of 1 010 km/h while doing so. 
The real fun stuff is set to happen sometime in the next 12 to 18 months, when Green, a 
Royal Air Force fighter pilot, again gets behind the wheel to see if he can clock that 
magical number that will break his own global land-speed record. 
 
From Screen to Desert 
The Bloodhound has been more than a decade in the making. It has been a theoretical 
model on a computer screen for quite a number of years before it finally came to life in 
the UK and, ultimately, also on Hakskeenpan. 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/author.php?u_id=15
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“Coming up to South Africa was about testing all the stuff we couldn’t test in the UK,” 
Bloodhound chief engineer Mark Chapman tells Engineering News. 
“We came out here to plot out some still unknown points on the curve.” 
 
This included everything related to the desert, such as how the wheels interacted with 
the surface. 
 
The Bloodhound’s solid aluminium wheels have been specially designed for the desert 
surface. 
 
Measuring 900 mm in diameter and weighing 90 kg each, they are designed to spin at 
up to 10 200 rpm. 
 
They were created by an international consortium and forged from one of the highest 
aircraft-grade aluminium alloys in the world – 7037. 
 
The wheels have a V-shaped keel that digs into the baked mud surface up to 15 mm 
when the car is stationary. 
 
As speeds increase, the wheels rise up, out of the mud surface, and plane in much the 
same way as a speedboat rides up on the surface of the water. 
 
At 804 km/h and above, just a few millimetres of metal are in contact with the desert 
surface, and the giant aluminium discs act more like rudders than the wheels of a 
conventional car. 
 
The impact of ambient temperature is another factor that required some investigation. 
“Hakskeenpan is 800 m above sea level,” notes Chapman. 
 
“It was your summer, and it was getting hotter and hotter, so it was very different from 
the UK. Jet engines deliver less power at altitude, as well as at high temperatures.” 
 
Of course, being at Hakspeenpan for more than a month, another challenge was to see 
how the Bloodhound operates at speed, as the car could really only stretch its legs once 
here in South Africa. 
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“In the UK, we were limited to around 320 km/h, just because of the length of the track 
we could run on,” explains Chapman. 
 
Surprise, Surprise 
As far as temperature and altitude were concerned, the biggest surprise was that the 
Bloodhound’s jet engine had to be started with another jet engine, says Chapman. 
The air-start cart used at Hakskeenpan is a small jet engine that blew high-pressure air 
into the Bloodhound’s gear box, which, in turn, spun the EJ200 jet up to a speed ready 
for ignition. 
 
“The jet engine we have was fine in the UK, but here it was on the edge of delivering 
power,” notes Chapman. “This was something we were kind of expecting – we knew it 
would have reduced power – but it wasn’t something we really took into account.” 
This particular challenge was partially caused by the heat, and will probably ensure that 
the Bloodhound does not attempt to break the land-speed record this time next year, 
but rather in the winter months – June or July. 
 
“Our aim has always been to run in winter, because colder temperatures mean you get 
more power out of the jet engine,” says Chapman. 
 
“We didn’t really need a lot of power this year (2019). We weren’t looking for maximum 
power. Speed wasn’t the main thing. It was more about testing the systems.” 
Chapman says there is about a year’s work ahead for the Bloodhound team as it moves 
from this year’s testing, maxing out at 1 010 km/h, to 1 600 km/h, making the winter of 
2020 an unlikely time slot for a record attempt. 
Although the car ran “pretty much flawlessly”, it did not yet have the rocket system on 
it. 
 
At the formal record speed attempt, the Bloodhound will use three power plants: the 
current Rolls-Royce EJ200 jet from a Eurofighter Typhoon, a cluster of Nammo hybrid 
rockets, and a 550 bhp supercharged Jaguar V8 engine that drives the rocket oxidiser 
pump. 
 
Between them, they will generate 135 000 thrust horsepower, equivalent to 180 
Formula 1 cars. 
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Fitting the rocket system will be another eight to ten months’ work, says Chapman. 
“So, if we come out in May . . . June of 2021, the rainy season would be over and we 
could, because it is cooler, get more power out of the jet engine. 
 
“The rocket oxidiser – high-test peroxide – should also be kept quite cool . . . at below 
20º. 
 
“This becomes a lot easier if the ambient temperature is cool anyway, as you have to do 
less work to chill it.” 
 
Harmful Dust 
“Our calculations about how far the wheels would sink into the desert have been 
verified,” says Chapman. 
 
What was, however, quite surprising was the amount of energy in the dust that came off 
the front wheels. 
 
“We have these two deltas around the rear suspensions. During the third run, when we 
went close to 700 km/h, they got damaged,” he says. 
 
“It looked like the aerodynamic force peeled them back, but it wasn’t that. They were 
basically being pummelled by a 10 cm band of dust that comes off the front wheels. 
“We did some repairs and ran it past 800 km/h with success. 
 
“When we come back we’ll look at how to reinforce that area. 
“The design of the car has always been about going supersonic – optimising it for going 
through the sound barrier. We haven’t really thought about optimising it for damage.” 
 
Crosswinds 
The Bloodhound team has set an operational limit of about 16 km/h for crosswinds 
blowing across the track, as the car has a “very large fin on it that helps with operational 
stability”, says Chapman. 
 
Part of the raft of tests at Hakskeenpan in 2019 included “exploring that crosswind 
limit”. 
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“We deliberately ran the car in some high crosswinds so Andy could get a feeling for 
what’s too much, and, yes, we’ve had to revise some numbers.” 
 
Chapman notes, however, that the difference between this year and the formal attempt 
at the land-speed record is that the centre of gravity will be in a slightly different 
position once the rocket and rocket oxidiser have been mounted. 
 
“The numbers we’ll be doing when we get back to the UK have to do with changing the 
modelling and seeing where we are, and [seeing] if we have to make any adjustment to 
the centre of gravity to ensure the car’s stability.” 
 
Slowing Down 
The 2019 Hakskeenpan runs were not all focused on acceleration, but also took an in-
depth look at stopping the 6.5 t beast safely. 
 
Breaking the Bloodhound requires parachutes and airbrakes, among other methods. 
Chapman and the Bloodhound team used the time at Hakskeenpan to sort out a few 
problems around the parachute mechanism. 
 
“The first parachutes we used were a standard design and tended to bounce to the left 
and to the right,” explains Chapman. “It tried to steer the car a bit. We then modified 
the parachute so that it flew straight and this solved the problem. 
 
“The other thing we found is that the parachute comes out with a drogue (a pilot 
parachute). We’ve been adjusting the tightness of this drogue so that the parachute is 
pulled out fully before it starts to inflate.” 
 
“It was trial and error when we were doing these test runs,” adds Chapman. “On every 
single run, we were trying a number of different things, so that, when we come back for 
the land-speed record, we’ll have a lot of knowledge built into the car.” 
 
The good news about spending weeks under the hot South African desert sun is that the 
Bloodhound does not have to go back to the drawing board. 
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Its 1 010 km/h run has already reserved the vehicle a spot among the ten fastest cars in 
the world for all time. 
 
“The car weathered the testing well,” says a pleased Chapman. “I expected to see some 
more damage. We put anti- erosion liners on the wheel arches, for example, and they 
show no damage at all. This is something we thought would be pummelled. 
 
“The next time we come out, it would be for the record run. This could be during this 
time next year, but more likely during May or June 2021.” 
 
Problem Solver 
The best part of his job, says Chapman, who has been with the Bloodhound project for 
12 years, is the consistent challenge of solving problems no-one else has tried to solve 
before. 
 
“Every day, there is a different, unique problem to solve. There is always something 
new and something unexpected happening. 
 
“We had a few problems out there on Hakskeenpan, but you are a very long way from 
home, so you have to be versatile and pragmatic about how you solve these problems. 
“That, as an engineer, is fantastic. There is nothing better.” 
 
Another plus for Chapman is that he is allowed and, indeed, encouraged, to share the 
details of the project as widely as possible. 
“What I also love about this project is that I can talk about it. At a lot of companies, you 
are not allowed to discuss what you do, but the purpose of this project is to be very 
open. That is quite refreshing.” 
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/bloodhound-chief-engineer-on-heat-dust-and-
record-breaking-dream-2019-12-13/searchString:rolls-royce 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/bloodhound-chief-engineer-on-heat-dust-and-record-breaking-dream-2019-12-13/searchString:rolls-royce
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/bloodhound-chief-engineer-on-heat-dust-and-record-breaking-dream-2019-12-13/searchString:rolls-royce
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7.   SFO 
 

 

UK prosecutors’ Glencore probe is perfect retort to 
critics 

LONDON – First UK authorities were investigating Glencore, and then 
they weren’t. On Thursday, the Serious Fraud Office jumped back in, 
saying it had opened a bribery probe into the mining company and some 
executives, sending the shares tumbling. 

The bribery investigation is a remarkable turnaround, and a clear sign how aligned the 
UK agency’s new leadership is with authorities in the US The probe of possible bribery 
by Glencore, its officials, employees, agents and others comes after the SFO decided not 
to open one last year, despite the protests by some of the agency’s senior staff at the 
time. 

The announcement is the most high-profile and ambitious case by the SFO since Lisa 
Osofsky, a former US prosecutor and FBI legal counsel, assumed the leadership in 
August 2018. The office has recently come under criticism by activists, lawyers and 
academics for not pursuing top tier cases, something Osofsky has rejected. 

“The general feeling since Lisa Osofsky took over as SFO director has been that there 
has been no news of any major new investigations and yet a number of long-running 
investigations have been ended without anything to show,” Aziz Rahman, who runs the 
business crime law firm Rahman Ravelli in London, said. “This could be seen as the 
perfect response to that accusation.” 

The SFO has had a rocky 30 years of life, with politicians frequently floating the idea of 
closing it. Former Prime Minister Theresa May promised to do just that in 2017, a 
threat she never followed through on. The threat nevertheless sapped the morale of 
SFO staff. 
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Osofsky has since spoken of her willingness to take on the hardest cases, though her 
term has so far been more characterized by decisions to halt investigations into alleged 
wrongdoing at Rolls-Royce and GlaxoSmithKline and open narrower probes into more 
manageable targets. 

“I have every interest in prosecuting big ticket cases,” Osofsky said in an interview in 
October. “I have beefed up our intelligence, because I don’t want to be held prisoner to 
the next whistleblower walking through the door.” 

SFO investigators first considered looking into Glencore when suspicions emerged 
during their seven-year bribery probe into mining company Eurasian Natural 
Resources Corp, people with knowledge of the case have said. That case revolves 
around ENRC’s dealings with Israeli businessman Dan Gertler and his relationship 
with former Democratic Republic of Congo President Joseph Kabila. Glencore obtained 
valuable copper and cobalt mines in Congo with Gertler’s help and SFO case workers 
found reasonable grounds to look into that relationship too, the people said. 

Spokespeople for Gertler, ENRC and Kabila all deny wrongdoing. 

The US Justice Department opened its own investigation into Glencore’s activities in 
Congo, Nigeria and Venezuela in July 2018, prompting an acting SFO director to reject 
his own team request to open a case. In the October interview, Osofsky confirmed that a 
predecessor had made a decision not to investigate Glencore. 

“A predecessor made a decision,” Osofsky said. “We announce certain things when they 
are in the interest of UK Plc. But I am not able to discuss any specific cases and you 
don’t know what may or may not be going on.” 

The SFO case will probably be in close coordination with US counterparts, after 
Osofsky, a joint US-UK national, has worked hard to stabilize an often fractious 
partnership. Under her leadership, the SFO has allowed the Justice Department to take 
the lead on a high-profile case it had been investigating for several years. It is likely that 
the two will be collaborating on the Glencore case too. 
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/uk-prosecutors-glencore-probe-is-perfect-retort-
to-critics-2019-12-06/searchString:rolls-royce 
 
 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/uk-prosecutors-glencore-probe-is-perfect-retort-to-critics-2019-12-06/searchString:rolls-royce
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/uk-prosecutors-glencore-probe-is-perfect-retort-to-critics-2019-12-06/searchString:rolls-royce
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8.   Horizon X 
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9.   Defence 
 

 
Ethiopian Air Force to undergo fleet renewal 

14 December 2019 

By Kaleyesus Bekele 

Acquires new trainer aircraft 

The Ethiopian Air Force has proceeded with its fleet modernization program aimed at 
replacing the aged Soviet Era aircraft; and as part of the renewal program, the Ethiopian Air 
Force has recently taken delivery of six new German made trainer aircraft. 

The trainer aircraft, G 120TP, were procured from Germany’s aerospace company, Grob. The 
Ethiopian Air Force, which plans to replace its aging trainer aircraft, is looking at acquiring 
additional six G 120TP trainer aircraft. 

Grob Chief Operating Officer, Ishan Sahgal, told Jane’s Defence Weekly that the initial 
contract was signed in June 2019. Deliveries started in August and were completed in 
September. 

Sahgal said Grob expects the Ethiopian Air Force to order another six G 120TPs before the 
end of this year, which would entail deliveries commencing almost immediately. 

The G 120TPs are replacing 30-year-old SF 260TPs based at the Ethiopian Air Force’s 
training facility at Dire Dawa Air Base.  The Ethiopian Air Force is believed to only have 
several SF 260 and half a dozen L-39 Albatros trainer aircraft in service. 

According to Jane’s Defense, the first G 120 operator in Africa was the Kenya Air Force, 
which acquired six G 120A piston-engine basic trainers in November 2013 to replace its fleet 
of Scottish Aviation Bulldogs. 

The all-composite airframe G 120TP has a service life of 15,000 hours and is certified for 
aerobatic training. The modern glass cockpit features multi-function displays, a digital 
standby flight display and a digital engine display. Grob says the G 120 has one of the lowest 
maintenance costs in the industry. 

The G 120TP is powered by the Rolls-Royce M250-B17F turbine engine, with a maximum 
cruise speed of 380 km/h. The trainee pilot can be seated either in the left hand or right hand 
ejection seat, both with individual throttle levers. 

The G 120TP first flew in 2010 and has since been adopted by a number of air forces, 
including those of Indonesia, Mexico, Myanmar and Jordan. 

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/author/kaleyesus-bekele


 

24 | 
 

Sources told The Reporter that the Ethiopian Airforce is undergoing on a fleet modernization 
program aimed at substituting the rickety Soviet Era aircraft. As part of the fleet renewal 
program Ethiopia reportedly made a request to purchase French military aircraft. 

The weekly French political news magazine Le Point recently revealed a document 
containing a list of requests by the Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed (PhD) to 
the Élysée Palace, including Rafale fighter jets, helicopters, and nuclear missiles. This list 
included 12 fighter jets (including Rafale and Mirage 2000), 18 helicopters, two military 
transport planes manufactured by Airbus, 10 Dassault Drones, electronic jamming systems, 
and about thirty M51 missiles with a range of more than 6,000 kilometres capable of carrying 
nuclear warheads. 

Ethiopia and France signed a military cooperation accord in March 2019 during President 
Emmanuel Macron’s visit to Addis Ababa. The deal includes helping the landlocked nation 
build a navy. The accord also provides for air cooperation, joint operations and opportunities 
for training and equipment purchases. 

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/article/ethiopian-air-force-undergo-fleet-renewal 

 

Ethiopian Air Force operating G 120TP trainers 
Written by Guy Martin - 

12th Dec 2019 

A Grob G120 TP trainer. 

The Ethiopian Air Force has taken 
delivery of six G 120TP trainers from 
Germany’s Grob and is looking at 
acquiring another six. 

Grob Chief Operating Officer Ishan 
Sahgal told Jane’s Defence Weekly 
that the initial contract was signed in 

June this year. Deliveries started in August and were completed in September. 

https://www.thereporterethiopia.com/article/ethiopian-air-force-undergo-fleet-renewal
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/wp-content/uploads/aerospace/aerospace/G120TP_Grob.jpg
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Sahgal said Grob expects the Ethiopian Air Force to order another six G 120TPs before 
the end of this year, which would entail deliveries commencing almost immediately. 

The G 120TPs are replacing 30-year-old SF 260TPs based at the Ethiopian Air Force’s 
training facility at Dire Dawa Air Base. 

The Ethiopian Air Force is believed to only have several SF 260 and half a dozen L-39 
Albatros trainer aircraft in service. 

The first G 120 operator in Africa was the Kenya Air Force, which acquired six G 120A 
piston-engine basic trainers in November 2013 to replace its fleet of Scottish Aviation 
Bulldogs. 

The all-composite airframe G 120TP has a service life of 15 000 hours and is certified for 
+6/-4 gs, allowing for aerobatic training. The modern glass cockpit features multi-
function displays, a digital standby flight display and a digital engine display. Grob says 
the G120 has one of the lowest maintenance costs in the industry. 

The G 120TP is powered by the Rolls-Royce M250-B17F turbine engine, which can be 
limited to 312 shp for ab initio training, although it is rated at 380 shp for maximum cruise 
(380 km/h). The student pilot can be seated either in the left hand or right hand ejection 
seat, both with individual throttle levers. 

The G 120TP first flew in 2010 and has since been adopted by a number of air forces, 
including those of Indonesia, Mexico, Myanmar and Jordan. 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/aerospace-aerospace/ethiopian-air-force-operating-
g-120tp-trainers/ 
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Botswana police order three Enstrom 480B 
helicopters 

2nd Dec 2019 

An Enstrom 480B helicopter. 

The Botswana Police Air Support branch has ordered three 
new Enstrom 480B turbine helicopters from Safomar 
Aviation and these will join its fleet of Airbus models. 

Safomar made the announcement on 1 December, saying the three helicopters will be 
delivered in the beginning to middle of 2020. 

The new helicopters will be customized to Botswana Police Service specifications and 
include Trakka Systems day/night cameras and searchlights, navigation and 
communication equipment, cargo slinging and Light Emergency Medical Systems. Apart 
from specialist police duties, the aircraft can be quickly configured for the passenger role 
and carry three to five people. 

Once in service, the Enstrom 480Bs will be used for crime prevention, wildlife 
conservation, medical evacuation, command and control, search and rescue and 
training. 

Safomar said the Botswana Police Air Support division selected the Enstrom 480B 
following a thorough examination of various options followed by a lengthy and detailed 
tender and acquisition process. “The safety, acquisition and operating cost, ease of 
maintenance, versatility, features and performance were the main factors for the 
selection of the Enstrom 480B.” 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/wp-content/uploads/aerospace/military-helicopters/Enstrom_480B_Safomar.jpg
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The Enstrom 480B multi-role light turbine helicopter is in service in more than 30 
countries and this includes with the Indonesian National Police, Japanese Ground Self-
Defence, Royal Thai Army, Colombian Air Force, Chilean Army, US Police departments, 
Venezuela Air Force etc. 

The type first flew in 1989 and entered service in 1993. It is powered by a Rolls-Royce 
250-C20W turbine producing 313 kW although maximum continuous power is 206 kW. 
This gives a maximum speed of 230 km/h and endurance of five hours. 

In 2009 the newly established Botswana Police Service Air Support branch acquired an 
initial three AS350 B3s from Eurocopter, as it then was, and these were upgraded for 
night operations with a forward-looking infrared camera and modified pilots’ instrument 
panel and observer’s console that were night vision goggle compatible. They were fitted 
with LEO-II-A5-EP Extended Performance (EP) Airborne Observations Systems (AOS), 
a Spectrolab SX 16 night sight, rescue hoist, cargo swing and external loud hailer 
system. 

One of the helicopters crashed in April 2014, killing all three on board, and another 
crashed in July 2016, injuring the six occupants. In January 2015, Botswana ordered 
another three AS 350 B3es from Airbus Helicopters. All four AS 350s (H125s) are 
regularly used for anti-poaching duties, amongst others. They are based at Sir Seretse 
Khama International Airport in Gaborone. 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/military-helicopters/botswana-police-order-three-
enstrom-480b-helicopters/ 
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10.   Power Systems 

 

 

Company to procure gas-powered 
gensets from specialist 

 

PROCURING GENSETS Rolls-Royce is to procure gas-powered generator sets and cogeneration modules in 
the 250 kW to 550 kW power range with and without heat extraction 

6TH DECEMBER 2019 

PROCURING GENSETS Rolls-Royce is to procure gas-powered generator sets and 
cogeneration modules in the 250 kW to 550 kW power range with and without heat 
extraction 

The power systems business unit of automobile company Rolls-Royce sealed a contract 
of cooperation with gas-powered generator specialist 2G Energy which covers the 
mutual supply of gas-powered generator sets. 

Rolls-Royce is to procure from 2G gas-powered generator sets and cogeneration 
modules in the 250 kW to 550 kW power range with and without heat extraction. After 
adding its own controllers and other specific components, Rolls-Royce will then market 
the systems under its subsidiary MTU product and solution brand. 

CORRECTION REQUESTED 
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In return, Rolls-Royce will supply 2G with MTU gas-powered generator sets based on 
Series 4000 engines that deliver between 776 kW and 2 535 kW. These will be used by 
2G in its combined heat and power (CHP) modules for on-site generation of electrical 
power and heat. 

Now into its fourth generation, the Series 4 000 engines boast electrical and thermal 
efficiency, load switching capabilities and a power density unrivalled on the market. 

“Our partnership with 2G allows us to enhance our product portfolio with CHP modules 
that tick all the boxes in terms of energy efficiency and ecological soundness. 
Strategically, that brings us a big step closer to becoming a solutions provider,” says 
Rolls-Royce Power systems business unit corporate strategy and product management 
VP Dr Petar Pelemis. 

The 2G products will replace the CHP modules at the lower end of the power range that 
have hitherto been based on MTU Series 400 gas engines. 

“Cogeneration modules from Rolls-Royce with gas-powered generators currently 
delivering 220 kW to 11 800 kW lend themselves ideally to use in microgrids, which are 
autonomous power networks integrating renewable energies with batteries and, for 
example, gas-powered generator sets,” explains Rolls-Royce power generation VP 
Andreas Görtz. 

The microgrid’s smart controller ensures optimal deployment of the available energy 
sources, thereby reducing climate-damaging carbon dioxide emissions. If the gas engine 
driving the CHP module uses biogas or synthetic fuel made using electrical power from 
renewables, then the CHP module can make a genuine contribution to green energy, 
both as a standalone unit and as part of a microgrid, he explains. 

Görtz mentions that the fact that 2G has chosen to rely on MTU gas generator sets 
based on its renowned Series 4 000 units proves that Rolls-Royce is at the forefront of 
the technology. “This endorsement will further strengthen our position on the gas genset 
market.” 



 

30 | 
 

Meanwhile, 2G Energy CEO Christian Grotholt sees the partnership as the culmination 
of many years of development work at 2G aimed at achieving the dual goal of high 
efficiency with low engine lifecycle costs. 

He adds that the combination of climate-friendly energy conversion with high availability 
and low service costs provides operators with a solid basis for securing the long-term 
profitability of their CHP modules. Those are the principles that guide development of 
2G’s CHP solutions, which are also configured to meet the growing demand for 
operational flexibility. 

“It is our conviction that CHP modules based on gas engines using natural gas, biogas 
or, for example, hydrogen, will form the technological backbone of an energy turnaround 
that is economically viable.” 

Grotholt is also expecting cooperation with Rolls-Royce to strengthen 2G’s position in 
the 50 kW to 550 kW market and thereby drive progress in the creation of customer 
benefits. 

“We intend to continually expand our technological leadership by pursuing research and 
development work that takes us beyond the realm of the gas engine and into the domain 
of software development and the digitalisation of equipment and processes.” 

The mutual supply contract goes hand-in-hand with a service agreement providing for 
the mutual exchange of rights to perform all-round service on the products manufactured 
by the other party. That goes to ensure optimal servicing of all gas-powered generator 
sets installed in the partners’ respective plants. 

https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/company-to-procure-gas-powered-gensets-from-
specialist-2019-11-21/searchString:rolls-royce 
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